BNP violated
JS norms, 4pt
accord: PM

By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday called upon
the BNP legislators to return to
the Jatiya Sangsad and perform
the responsibilities the people
had entrusted to them.

"l request you (BNP legisla-
tors) to return to House and per-
form the responsibilities ol the

position for which the people
have voted you to Parliament,”
the Prime Minister said after
the BNP lawmakers had gone
out of the House for the second
time yesterday.

The BNP staged the first
walkout protesting against an
observation of Speaker Hu-
mayun Rashid Chowdhury that
it was the constitutional obli-
gation for all to accept Sheikh

See Page 12 Col 5

Speakervows
to prove it

By Staff Correspondent

Speaker Humayun Rashid
Chowdhury and a ruling party
MP Abdul Kader Siddiki
promised in the House yester-
day they would resign if they
fa to prove that the Consti-
‘tution of Bangladesh still
recognises Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman as the Father of the
Nation.

Taking part in a debate
whether the Constitution still

ses Sheikh Mujib as the
Father of the Nation, Kader
. See Page 12 col 7
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Opposition BNP lawmakers
staged two walkouts from the
Jativa Sangsad yesterday
pmtestinﬁ a ruling of the
Speaker that said that Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man was still the constitution-
ally recognised Father of the
Nation.

The second walkout, a

| stormy one, was also followed

by a procession, brought out
from the Opposition lobby. The
processionists chanted slogans
denouncing Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman as
Father of the Nation as well as

_ihe Prime Minister and
the Speaker.

During the debate, the Trea-
sury Bench MPs supported the
view put forward by the Chair
and criticised the BNP MPs for

jibur Rahman.
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Ring over status of Bangabandhu

BNP walks out of J'S,
stages demonstration

By Staff Correspondent

their refusal to accept a ruling
of the Chair. They argued that
in a parliamentary democracy
it was mandatory for all con-
cerned to abide by the ruling of
the Speaker.

Referring to the history of
the country's struggle for
democracy and independence,
the Treasury Bench MPs also
said that without Sheikh Mu-
the country
would not have been liberated.

On the other hand, the oppo-
sition BNP IEﬁislatnrs argued
that the fourth amendment to
the Constitution recognised
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman as
'Father of the Nation'. But with
the repeal of the fourth amend-
ment of the Constitution in
1979, it could not be claimed
that the Constitution still up-

held Sheikh Mujib as the Fa-
ther of the Nation. Referring to
some of Mujib's political and
legal actions during his gover-
nance, some of the BNP MPs
refused to accept him as Father
of the Nation.

The two-and-a-half-hours
debate, marked with pandemo-
nium, began soon after rulin
party MP Sultan Mohamma
Mansur Ahmed rose on a point
of order to protest the reported
removal of Bangabandhu's por-
trait from a wall of the Bogra
Circuit House in presence of
Leader of the House and BNFP
Chief Begum Khaleda Zia on
Monday.

He strongly condemned the
incident and said it shocked the
whole nation.

See Page 12 Col 3
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DHAKA WEDNESDAY,

Ekuél_ley book fair opens

Cultural complex to

be set up : PM

By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday announced
that her government would set
up a "cultural circle” (Sanskri-
tik Britta) soon to enable the
next generation know the
country's cultural heritage.

The Prime Minister was in-
augurating the month-long
Ekushey Grantha Mela (book
fair) 1997, organised by the
Bangla Academy in iis pre-
mises.

JCD protests with
black flags

By Staff Correspondent

Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD), the student wing of the
BNP yesterday brought out a
procession on the D ikabll,fani-
versity campus carryi ck
flags - protesting Pﬂmcxﬁinintcr

See Page 12 Col 3

The proposed circle will
have a national theatre com-
plex along with stages for dance
and other cultural activities.
These will be set up beside the
Independence Monument in
Ramna and Suhrawardy parks
between the Bangla Academy
and Shilpakala Academy. she
said. i

The two parks will be con-
nected by hanging bridges for
enabling the people to go round

N Editorial on page 4
the proposed cultural complex,
she added.

The PM further announced
that a twenty-one storied build-
ing would be constructed in the
Bangla Academy premises to

commemorate the Amar
Ekushey.

sime. Minjajes. Shey T e phaguddin
Hﬁfim in her speec ﬁﬁm e : | na-

See Page 12 Col 3

Hosts take on

Pakistan A
in opening
tie today

Sports Reporter

The cricket carnival in the
capital begins today with hosts
Bangladesh taking on fancied
Pakistan A in the inaugural
match of the third SAARC
cricket tournament at the
Dhaka Stadium at 9:15 am.

See Page 12 Col 4
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PM apologises to

Bhasantek slum

dwellers, assures
rehabilitation

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina rushed to the evicted
slum at Bhasantek in the city
yesterday morning and assured
the victimms of proper compen-
sation, rehabilitation and oth-
er possible help, reports UNB.

The Prime Minister, who

sacked State Minister for Hous-
ing and Public Works Afsarud-
din Ahmed Khan for evicting
the hapless people without giv-
ing adequate time, apologised to
the slum dwellers and said,
"Even yesterday. | didn't know
this slum would be evicted sud-
denly.”
SKE requested the victims of
Bhasantek Basti to stay in that
area until the government re-
habilitates them elsewhere.
"None will evict you until pro-
per rehabilitation is arranged,”
she said.

The slum dwellers claimed
that some 20,000 people were
evicted from the Basti on Mon-

day. Several-thousand housesaef - -

the- poor “arid- reotless peeple
See Page 12 Col 8

“Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina consoling a child (inset)
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uring her visit to the Bhasantek

Slum dwellers not evicted: Afsar

Bhasantek land

was alloted for
- Benarasi Palli

Star Report

State Minister for Works Af-
saruddin Ahmed Khan was
asked to resign and the resigna-
tion was accepted by Prime
Minister ShEikE Hasina. BTV
said yesterday evening, adding
a 'byzantine twist of events
concerning the exit of Mr Khan
from the council of minister
over 40 acres of public land in
Bhashantek, Mirpur.

At 1-15 a.m., Monday, a terse
announcement by the official
BSS news agency. quoting
sources in the PM's office. said
the state minister had been
'sacked' for 'evicting the inhabi-
tants of the Bhashantek slum

L

cabinet secretary handing over

without giving them engugh
hf’i‘tm‘&ﬂﬁﬁ evenits saw the

a letter from PM asking him to
resign which he complied. and
the state-owned media report-
ing it.

Similarly, the Secretary.
Ministry of Works had been
made an Officer-on-Special
Duty. the order of which did not
reach him until late in the al-
ternoon. He attended office for
sometimme and got the informa-
tion from his PS. he told The
Daily Star. :

But what had gone wrong in
Bhashantek., a sprawling 40
acre area of priimme land. stretch-
ing from Mirpur Section One lo
Section 17. occupied mostly by
squatters? The land. PWD

_ sources said: bejongs to the
* Housing and Settlement Dired™

See Page 12 Coll
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AL candidate
elected from

Thakurgaon-1

Ramiesh Chandra Sen of
Bangladesh Awami League was
declared unofficially elected in
the by-election held in the
Thakurgaon-1 parliamentary
constituency yesterday, reports
BSS.

Ramesh received 78,208
votes while his nearest rival Md
Z H N Isiam of Jatiya Party got
39.843 votes, the Election

| Commission said in a press re-
| lease last night.

Krishak Mohammad Sadek
of Bangladesh Krishak Sramik
Mukti Andolan got only 1070
votes.

The percentage of vote cast
was 50.98, the press release
said.

Oui of a total of 2,35,758
votes in the constituency cover-
ing a pourashava and 19
unions. 1.20. 184 votes were cast
and 1063 votes found invalid.

Earlier, official sources said
polling was held in a peaceful
atmosphere and no untoward
incident oceurred anywhere,

The _miain, uFfﬂsuim BNP
and Jamaat-e-Islami did not
contest the by-election.

Spl facilities for RMG exporters

The authorities have decided
to give the readymade garments
manufacturers a number of fa-
cilities including rapid clear-
ance of goods by customs to help
the sector maintain its compet-
itive edge in the world market.

The facilities will include
covering of import of raw mate-
rials under a single bond decla-
ration instead of separate

By Staff Correspondent

bonds for each consignment,
introduction of 'green channel'
system to clear the imports,
automatic renewal of special
bond licence for readymade
wares on payment of renewal
fee.

"We have agreed in principle
on the solution of most of the
issues. We will implement those
very quickly,” Shah Abdul

DB VACANCY
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Islamic Development Bﬂ[‘lk*ﬁﬂngl;ildifbh [slamic Sul'i'daritj; Educational Wakf of international
standard has been established with financing from Islamic Development Bank to—

L. provide assistance towards the education of Bangladeshi Muslim Students,

i support in full or in part Islamic Educational Institution in Bangladesh and

iii.  support, develop and maintain orphanages in Bangladesh.

The Wakf is managed and administered by a high powered "Mutawalli Committee” is looking for

highly qualified
maintenance and

reasonably ex
ration of its newl
located at Sher-e-Bangla Nagar in Dhaka.

will be given to the competent candidates.

MIIIIEI*I

perienced Bangl:l:)deshi Nationals for the following posts for
y constructed prestigious high-rise commercial complex

MBA or Masters in Management/Marketing / Economics with minimum 10 years experience in
roperty management and contract administration of high-rise commercial complex. Age:

aximum 40 years.
Maintenance EnEinﬂ:r-l

Graduate in Electrical /Mechanical Engineering having minimum 5 years' experience in the
maintenance and repairs to electro-mechanical systems (HVAC system, Elevators, Escalators,
DTW & Pumps, Fire protection system, Sub-station, Telephone Exchange, CATV, PA system, etc.)
in high-rise commercial buildings. Age: Maximum 35 years.
Building Technician (M & E)-1

Diploma in Mechanical /Electrical Engineering with minimum 5 years' experience in the

maintenance of mechanical & electrica

equipment of air-conditioned high-rise commercial

buildings. Preference will be given to person with experience in stores management. Age:

Maximum 35 years.

Buildins Technician (Civil)-1

Diploma in Civil Enﬁu;nng with minimumu?ﬁ;ears' experi
| igh-rise commercial buildings.

of air-conditioned

experience in stores management. Age: Maximum 35 years.

Accountant-1

in the maintenance of civil works
reference will be given to person with

Bachelors of Commerce with Accountancy having minimum 5 years' experience in any reputed
organization in the relevant field. Age: Maximum 35 years.

Interested applicants are requested to submit

ies of recent pa

their applications with CV supported by necessary
size photographs to the following address

documents a ith 2 (Two)c
by Mﬂﬁ% 02, lﬁ at the latest dunnﬁmufﬁc' e hours. applicants are also required to mention their
salary history and expected salary for the post prayed for.

Member Secretary

Mutawalli Committee IDB-BISEW & Joint Secretary (ME & Admn), Economic Relations Division,

Ministry of Finance, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka (Room-14, Block-16).

D-212

Hannan, the new chairman of
the National Board of Revenue
(NBR) told The Daily Star yes-
terday.

On the 'green channel’, he
said this is a new concept. "We
will examine it and give a quick
decision to make it effective
soon.” the NBR chairman. who
is also the secretary. internal

See Page 12 col 7

JS body to probe
Shima’s death

The Jatiya Sangsad yester-
day set up an 11-member par-
liamentary committee to probe
into the death of Shima
Chowdhury in the 'safe custody’
in Chittagong jail. reports BSS,

Chief Whip Abul Hasnat Ab-
dullah proposed the committee
as per the assurance given by
the Prime Minister in the House
on Monday.

The committee headed by
Foreign Minister Abdus Samad
Azad will comprise the follow-
ing members: Col |(retd)
Shawkat Ali (AL), Khondoker
Delwar Hossain (BNP), Engineer
Mosharraf Hossain (AL},
Barrister Nazmul Huda (BNF),
Advocate Fazle Rabbi (JP), Kazi
Shamsur Rahman (Jamaat),
Sultan Mohammad Mansur
(AL), Salauddin Quader Chowd-
hury (BNP), Akteruzzaman (AL)
and Prof Khaleda Khanam (AL).

The committee will frame its
terms of reference in the light of
the judicial probe committee set
up earlier.

Probe body starts

functioning

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Feb 18: The
one marn enquiry commission
has started preliminary work
of the investigation in to the
death of Shima Chowdhury
while in ‘safe custody' in Chit-
tagong jail.

According to sources, the
Chittagong district adminis-
tration has deputed one magis-
trate to assist the enquiry
commission comprising the re-
tired judged of the High Court
Division, Dalil Uddin Ahmed.

The enquiry commission
will shortly issue a notice re-
questing the members of the
public to appear before the
commission.

The district ad-
ministration today received the
fax copy of the order under
which action has been taken
against the jail super and the
doctor.

Meanwhile, a member of the
high-powered medical team
who preferred not to be named,
told BNB today that they have
already finalised the probe re-
port and may submit it to the
governmenti tomorrow.
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It is time to show them what you can do.

I Go on, do your COUNtry proud.

lg th February, |$7.

Jatiya Stadium - 1, Dhaka .

City Cell wishes the Bangladeshi Cricket Team the very best.
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