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Home Minister Rafiqul Islam
told Parliainent yesterday. re-
ports UNB.

The Home Minister gave the
staggering figure of murders in
response to Shamsur Rahman
Sharif (Pabna-4).

He said some 784 incidents
of murder had occurred in
Dhaka metropolis area during

“tion jewellery, fis

rees, blouse pieces, readymade
garments, cattle, sugar, salt,
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year, the Home Minister said.

Amin Ullah as Chairman. has
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rested 1,054 smugglers in con-
nection with the cross-border

Samad Azad to

visit Pakistan
from Feb 24

said that they flouted the order
of the Supreme Court by not
holding the Local Government
elections. She said the Supreme
Court at that time issued order
for holding local government
elections on time.

She said that a hill would be
placed in the House today on the
subject. She further added that

Anwar Hossain

new Bangla
Academy DG

By Staff Correspondent

tice and Parliamentary Affairs
Ministry by March 17

Other members of the com-
mittee are Joint Secretary
(Drafting) Mohammad
Mostafizur Rahman, Joint Sec-
retary (Sangsad) Mohammad
Abul Basher Bhuiyan, Solicitor
Khandaker Mohammad Abu

The ten-member Bangladesh
delegation was led by BDR Sec-
tor Commander in Chittagong

Col Md Waliullah.
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cils take over the offices and the
government, if necessary, shall
enjoy the authority to reconsti-

8 Foreign Minister Abdus 'IhEIEElbiHE't dlﬁfUSEEd the Union Hakﬂ.r. Joint Sec rl.‘.tal'jf ;
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Ekushey Book Fair

From Page 1

joint meeting of the student
bodies and. cultural organisa-
tions with the authorities of

Bangla Academy. The proctor of

Dhaka University was also pre-
sert

Linder the code ol conduct,
the sale of nude posters. books
against the spirit of the Libera-
tion War and foreign books pub

% - - - Lumpur on a three-day visit to 5 [ will try my best to serve my
lished illegally will not be al fime 1o complete the Salls 1 In absence “of both the | discuss bilateral matiers with ~ Parishads, the Opposition Chief | duty as DG with the help of my New Sales Office and
nwgllu‘il‘*ldf‘;ﬂ ‘organisations Sources at the Bangla Speaker and the Depuly | the Malaysian authorities. Whip said that the BNP gov- | colleagues here." Prof Anwar

have given the assurance ol all
possible help to implement the
code of conduct.

The .Jatiyatabadi Chhatra
Dal, the student wing of BNP,
however, walked out of the
meeting protesting the decision
of Bangla Academy to invite
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
for inaugurating the book fair,
JCD leaders proposed that Pres-
ident Shahabuddin Ahmed be
invited to inaugurate the fair.

The JCD also decided 1o stage
a demonstration loday
prolesting the PM's coming orn
the campus. JCD activists will
bring out a procession on the

. T benches welcomed the first moving the debris till last against them. esterday. IHHII’ Gulshan 2nd d’l:h]
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the Central Shaheed Minar,
atriotic songs were rendered
)y Shishu Kantha, Kranti, and
Bangladesh Ganashilpi.

Plays were staged by Theatre
Centre, Smriti ‘71 and Aranvak
Natya Dal while poems were re-
cited by Abritti Angan.
Biswakala Kendra and Swanan.

The Bangladesh Nationalist - wanted to know the identity of . moval of Prof Yusuf has called a
Parly (BNFj has drawn up an ]nmd t()d@ coup at the time. Anil Das Gupta and Baby Shlma strike on the campus on Febru- . ’
elaborate programme to ob- : : : Ansar was a vice-consul at | waydud, who had accompanied ary 19.
serve the Shaheed Dav, aceord- NEW DELHI. Feb 17: Pn- the Bangladesh embassy in Ot- Hasina as her entourage mem- From Page 1 The new Vice-Chancellor avana I I I Il e
iz toa party press rEI-Eﬂ‘.;:E' vanka Gandhi. ddklﬂh ter of tawa from 1976 to 1951 while bers. Their names were included Shima EhﬂWthI’F in safe cus- i'DiIlEd as Pro-Vice Chancellor

A discussion meeting will be
organised at the Ramna Bato-
mul at 3 pm on Feb 20 by the
cultural wing of the BNP,
JASAS. It will be followed by a
cultural function.

The Bangladesh Udichi
Shilpi Gosthi will accord a re-
ception to those who took part
in the historic Language Move-
ment at the Central Shaheed
Minar on Feb 21.

Hasina from coming on the
campus. We would just register
our protest.”

Meanwhile. some people
have complained of mismar-
agement in arranging this
year's tair. Most of the stalls
were not completed till last
night. When asked, some stall
owners told The Daily Star that
they were not allowed sufficient

Academy said, this happened
due to the fact that the post of
the Director General of Bangla
Academy remains vacant since
February 5.

When asked about the re-
ported capturing of stalls by the
BCL activists, the authorities
said that no such stalls belong-
ing to the Bangla Academy were
dispossessed.

[PU confce
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her daughter is president.
Indira Gandhi picked up
where her father. Jawaharlal

killed in 1991, the Congress
Party elected his widow, Sonia
to be the president and candi-
date for the prime ministers
post. Sonia Gandhi declined.

Bangladesh Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina is the daughter
of her nation's first prime min-
1ster.

Priyanka gets

!
.

slain premier Rajiv and a
member of India’s most power-
ful political dynasty. will get
married tomorrow at a low-key,
private ceremony overseen by
elite paramilitary bodyguards,
officials said today, reports
AFP,

Only one hundred guests will
be invited for her marriage to a
businessman here. an official
spoKesman said.

— Star photo

BN P member
presides over JS
session for
half an hour

The two sides of the aisle
striick a note of harmony, after
a fracas, as a panel member
chaired the session of the
Jativa Sangsad for about half
an hour yesterday. reports LUNB.

Speaker, opposition BNFP's se-
nior member and former Comi-
merce and Information Minis-
ter M Shamsul Islam presided
over the Parliament session
from 7:35 pm to 8:07 pm.

Deputy Speaker Abdul
Hamid left the chair to the op-
position lawmaker as he was
sick.

Hamid announced that the
first on the five-member panel
of chairmen, Shamsul Islam,
would chair the House as the
Speaker was also absent at that
momernt.

Members from
Treasury and Opposition

both the

rejected call notices two min-
utes each.

Speaker Humayun Rashid
Chowdhury took the chair from
Islam after half an hour.

Two accused
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Ansar and Hashim denied any
participation in the Kkillings,
although the latter acknowl-
edged having participated in the

Hashim held diplomatic posts
in the Middle East before seek-
ing political asylum in Canada
in 1981,

The two men, who are both
veterans of Bangladesh army,
were charged in January along
with 18 other army officers and
politicians for the murder of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, the television re-
ported.

el

said yesierday. reports UNB.

He will carry a message from
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
for her new Pakistani counter-
part Nawaz Sharif.

The planned tour is seen
here as a move by Dhaka to de-
velop a raPpnrt with Islamabad
in view of the change ol gov-
ernment in Pakistan.

Sheikh Hasina is scheduled
to visit Pakistan to attend OIC
summit due on March 23 in Is-
lamabad.

Meanwhile, the Foreign
Minister leaves today for Kuala

He will also carry a message
from Sheikh Hasina for her
Malaysian counterpart Ma-
hathir Bin Mohammad.

200 shanties
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also some tin-shed semi-pucca
houses in the slum, said Fire
Service sources.

Fire service personnel took
around an hour to extinguish
the blaze.

More than two thousand
people are affected by the fire.

Extra police were deployed
while the local people were re-

and the tour cost the govern-
ment Tk 1,.43.47,131.

UNB adds: The hue and cry
started when Nizamuddin Khan
of BNP. in his supplementary,
asked how much money was
spent by Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina from the gov-
ernment exchequer to see her
daughter in Miami during her
US visit in October last year.

The BNP lawmaker also

in the list ol PM's entourage as
‘erninent citizens'.

Another BNP member, Abu
Yusuf Mohammad Khalilur
Rahman, wanted to know under
which criteria Baby Moudud
and Anil Das Gupta were listed
as 'eminent personalities’. Anil
Das Gupta joined the Prime
Minister in New York from
Germany.

Responding, the Foreign
Minister said Anil Das Gupta is
widely known among the exga—
triate Bangladeshi people be-
cause of his contribution in the
1971 War ol Liberation. About
Baby Moudud, he said, She is a
leader of Mahila Parishad and
an eminent journalist and
writer.

BSS adds: Taking the floor
for personal explanation, the
Foreign Minister said he is
sorry for taking a long time in
answering the supplementary.

"l agree with Mr Delwar Hus-
sain and Mr Rabbi but at the
same time it is also true that the
members too take a long time in
formulating supplementaries.”

"I, however, apologise to
you," he added.

parties in strengthening the lo-
cal government institutions in
the country.

As the Leader of the House
resumed her seat, Opposition
Chief Whip Khondkar Delwar
Hossain conlested the con-
tention of the Prime Minister
and said that  the Upazila
Parishad was repealed by the
BNP government on the basis ol
a consensus reached between
the Awami League and the BNFP.

Referring to allegation of
violation of the Supreme Court
directives in respect of holding
election at the Upazila

ernment had brought a bill be-
fore the House, which, he added.
could not be considered due to
prolonged boycott of the then
Opposition members.

Sugar production
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producing molasses with power
crusher violating the law while
leaders and workers of all par-
ties including the Awami
League, BNP and Jatiya Party
supportied the farmers as the
law enforcing agencies pro-
ceeded to take legal actions

State Minister
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proper rehabilitation of the
slum dwellers. They also ex-
pressed their regrets on behall
of the Prime Minister for the
action.

The Prime Minister will
visit the Bhashantake slum to-
day at 9 am to see for herself the
plight of the slum dwellers.

tody in Chittagong Jail.

The high-powered official |

enquiry commission and medi-
cal team members are expected
to wvisit Chittagong tomorrow.
Jail sources said.

Sharif-Hasina
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was looking forward to meeting
her in Islamabad during next
month's summit of the Organi-

sation of Islamic Conference
(OIC).

Congratulating Nawaz Sha-
rif, Sheikh Hasina hoped that
during his tenure, democracy
will be consolidated in Pakis-
tan and peace and progress of
the country hastened.

During the conversation,
Hasina emphasised the united
efforts and work for the eco-
nomic emancipation of the
poor people in the SAARC coun-
tries.

Nawaz Sharif expressed his
determination to work together
for improving the lot of people
in the countries of the sub-con-
tinent,

Bid to scuttle peace
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about the government's think-
ing on peace in the hills. They
were offered wide-ranging au-
tonomy for local government as

and Burma and inhabited
mostly by non-Chakmpas, had
been relatively free of the in-
surgents.

They are appearing to be

yesterday evening.

Prof Anwar Hossain, a se-
nior teacher of the Department
of History of the Dhaka Univer-
sity, was earlier appointed as
the DG by the Prime Minister
for two years.

Monsur Musa was earlier
removed from the post of DG on
February 5 before the expira-
tion of his tenure.

The newly appointed DG said
that it was a greal achievement
for anybody to be the DG of the
Bangla Academy.

"It is a sacred responsibility,

Hossain told the journalists
while visiting
book fair premises.

Manzur Elahi new
chairman of
Privatisation Board

The government has ap-
pointed former adviser to care-
taker government Syed Manzur
Elahi as honorary
the Privatisation Board,
ports UNB.

During his tenure, he will
enjoy the status of a minister,
said an official announcement

Ic-

sibilities.

The RUTA, the officers-em-
ployees association and the All-
Party Student Unity [(APSU),
have felicitated the new VC. But

some 60 pro-Jamaat teachers of

the varsity in a joint statement
protested the removal of Prof
Yusul.

Meanwhile, the pro-Jamaat
student body Islami Chhatra
Shibir (ICS) protesting the re-

' on October 7 last year. He joined

the Bangla Department of the
varsity as a lecturer in 1964.

ddqui. Deputy Secretary
!Ajmln} Anwarul Haq, Law
Commission Secretary Kazi
Habibul Awal and Deputy Sec-
retary (Drafting) Mohammad
Mojibur Rahman.

the Constitution having only
provisions for elected local gov-
ernment in every administrat
tive unit of the Republic.
Barrister Moudud Ahmed
moved for the petitioner.
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breakthrough in dialogu
the PCJSS when it resumes on
March 12. A delegation of the
National Committee on the Hill
Tracts is also visiting Tripura
to persuade thousands of tribes
people, living in squalid camps,
to return home.

They fled to Tripura after vi-

Authorities, meanwhile,
stepped 11 security in the three
I districts anu security forces
are combing the forested areas
of Ruma where the soldiers were
ambushed and Roangchhari
where Saturday's incident took
glacc. Transports to Ruma and
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brightening this time. But they
are worried about the latest de-
velopments.

e rebels want expulsion of

settlers from the plains, who
make up about half of the hill

regions population of about

which. officials said, passed
peacefully although BNP staged
a rally protesting the death of
policemen.

Awami Leaghe staged
demonstrations yesterday. Ja
maat-e-Islami called a half-day
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gents mainly represents one
tribe, the Chakmas. Bandarban
district, bordering the north-
eastern Indian state of Tripura

Parishad have urged the au-
thorities to launch a combing
operation to flush out the Shan-
tibahini.
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