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The Gopalpur Lesso

This is not the first time that police has moved
against Awami League front organisations. Latest
in the series is the arrest of five leaders of BCL and
Jubo League in Gopalpur. Tangail. How can this
journal forget that it had challenged the govern-
ment to prove its bonafide in eliminating the ter-
rorists by moving first against the criminals in its
own fold. As such every time government catches
and prosecutes its own party elements, we want to
spur the thing by appreciating the action. The
Gopalpur action commands our special compli-
ment. The police action came in the teeth of tough
local BCL action as is evident from the hartal BCL
enforced on the thana in sequel. The local BCL also
demanded punishment transfer of the police
official concerned.

We comment to emphasize the point that the af-

filiates of the ruling party have no moral right to
‘contest government action. When government has
been compelled to nab its own political affiliates,
cases against them must be quite serious. It doesn't
then go to enhance the glory of the party to resist or
protest steps taken by police. Front organisations
such as BCL and Jubo League should, on the other
hand, volunteer to purge their set-ups of criminal
elements and connections and activities to help
the mother party and the party government to
achieve more and more glory. It is sad to see that
even such a well-organised grassroots party
cannot prevail upon its small units of affiliates to
give up harbouring criminals.

Both the government and the party stand to lose
if a chasm begins to develop between the two. The
government governs not as a representative of the
party but more on behalf of the whole nation and
for the good of the whole nation. If government
action against criminal elements inside its
political fold goes on getting a public pat at the cost
of the public image of the front organisations — the
AL government and party are both going to face se-
rious crisis and soon. The government leads the
nation, but the party must be able to head the gov-
ernment or there will be no substance in what we
call an electoral mandate.

Greetings to Sharif

Nawaz Sharif's assumption of premiership in
Pakistan on the crest of an overwhelming electoral
mandate unlocks possibilities of a better tomor-
row not just in Pakistan but perhaps for the whole
region. And, what furthermore looks like an icing
on the cake is the exemplary note of early bon-
homie struck between the victor and the van-
quished.

With a hearty sense of graceful practicality
sloughing off her initial bitterness over what Be-
nazir called ‘engineered results' of the February 3
general election, she has promised cooperation
and wished good luck to Nawaz Sharif without any
mental detour. And the new ascendant premier for
his part has been at his magnanimous best pledg-
ing 'full respect’ to the opposition. Sharif's com-
manding position of virtually leading a two-thirds
majority in parliament with assured support from
his PML allies makes the gesture look almost like
a self-effacing one.

We congratulate Nawaz Sharif on his ascension
to power with an unassailable parliamentary

strength, the Pakistani electorate for returning
such a decisive verdict and the key political play-
ers on their display of a trend-setting maturity.
Hopefully, the morning has shown the day.

Pakistan's hitherto embattled polity and the
troubled economy stand a fair chance for an over-
all improvement in the hands of a well-vindicated
Nawaz Sharif. His brand of eclat consists in
straight forward dynamism and worldly-wise
sagacity.

Nawaz Sharif has been a proven friend of
Bangladesh. Our relationship with Islamabad is
likely to be markedly enlivened in some moribund
backwaters of concern which got put away during
the Benazir days. It was during his previous term
as prime minister (1990-93), that a serious effort
got underway to repatriate the stranded Pakistanis
in Bangladesh. In fact, some families were taken
back heralding a process that got willy-nilly
frozen on the tracks subsequently.

Pakistan's reported rejection of any dialogue
with India even in matters of trade, pending nego-
tiations on the 'core issue’ of Kashmir, sounded out
of step with the new hopes generated for an ice-
breaking phase in the Indo-Pak relationship. Con-
cerns between the two countries which are key
players in the maintenance of stability in South
Asia can be taken up separately without a vitiating
overlapping of issues. This is the right time for
them to make a fresh beginning in mending their
relationship.

Inadequate

The beleaguered garments sector may feel some-
what consoled but hardly elated by the latest news
about an administrative support getting into mo-
tion for the sake of their export facilitation. A
commerce ministry committee has come into be-
ing to review the premium rates of insurance cov-
ers the apparel manufacturers and exporters need
for delivering to export orders. The actual alter-
ation in the slabs will follow the rituals of the re-
view, recommendation and acceptance.

The committee has a loose time-frame to com-
plete the recommendatory phase itself in no less
than a two-month period.

Given the pressing circumstances of the garment
businessmen, a speedier remedial process would
have been in order. Let us hope the time-table is
compressed.

e oppressively gingerly customs clearance of
their raw materials gredispuses our exporters to
losing in the race with their counterparts in the re-
gion. Whether they can be offered a 'green channel"
rightaway, we do not quite know, but there must be
ways to induce a quick clearing mentality among
customs officials. .

We are against any impudent referrals to the Na-
tional Board of Revenue in with our earlier
editorial appeal for un ‘the administrative

ensnaring of the garments export business.

The Iftar Bazaar
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would easily be a few billion taka market. It not only creates seasonal employment

but takes away housewife's work which is not counted as a contribution to our gross
domestic product while Iftar Bazaar related income and employment is a net
addition to the aggregate domestic product of the nation. This is well and good.

IS year, Dhaka seemed
to have undergone a
permanent change during

the month of Ramzan. lftar was
always sold in restaurants and
other small outlets all over
Dhaka, particularly at the
Chowkbazar area of the old
city. But people mostly pre-

ferred home-cooked meals and ,

such Iftar outlets used to be few
— mostly at established eatin
places serving local dishes an
not at specialised Chinese
restaurants.

This year, the entire city
turned into an Iftar Bazaar —
from around three in the after-

noon to six in the evening.

‘Since my birth 55 years ago, |
have never seen in Dhaka so
many Iftar sellers with so few
varieties of foods. It is an Iftar
Bazaar that for 29 days sprang
up around mid-day and contin-
ued till sunset.

Why Iftar Bazaar? Simple,
modern day housewives of
Dhaka are no longer at home
all day long. They work in
schools and offices. Maids and
cooks who used to prepare Iftar
in the past are few and far be-

tween these days. It is difficult.
if not impossible. to find a good
cook at a salary affordable by
middle-class households.
Above all, both our appetite and
the city population increased
enormously since 1971. In one

Dhanmandi Residential Area

lot, there used to be one family
ome. i

Today, there is an apartment
block — six floors above ground
and 24 flats. Imagine density of

opulation living per square
eet of land all over Dhaka city.
And, the growth in appetite, fu-
eled by rising income is also
noteworthy. The month of
Ramzan is devoted to eating af-
ter sunset only. The day long
fast needs to be compensated.

Emergence of Iftar Bazaar
was therefore inevitable and in
spite of so many Iftar vendors,
almost everything get sold by
Maghreb prayer time. Restau-
rants of all types, bakeries,
even non-eating places like a
Pharmacy - perhaps with vita-
min added - set up Iftar outlets.
It must be good business.

The emergence of a’' new'

month-long market is good fer
the economy since it wotild ¢as-'

ily be a few billion taka market."
It not only

creates seasonal ern-
ployment but takes away
housewife's work which is not
counted as a contribution to our
gross domestic product while If-
tar Bazaar related income and
employment is a net addition to
the aggregate domestic product
of the nation. This is well and

good.

However, emergence of the
Iftar Bazaar did not lead to any
improvement of the [ftar menu.

"Only a limited number of the

same old stuffl were offered.
Foods available are fairly stan-
dardised and monotonously the
same everywhere. Mama or
shahi halim (sorry, I do not
know the difference between
mama and shahi) is a fairly re-
cent innovation. In my child-
hood days at Purana Paltan, |
never saw it and one could find
it this year at all the outlets.
This was the only change al-
though a great deal of product
diversification should pos-
sible.

Foods well-cooked, hot and
spicy (crispy as well) should be a
welcome addition at the end of
the day-long fast. Mushroom is
easy to grow, needs very little
land. You can grow it on your
roof top cold room round the
year and given the right type of

management practices, a net .

profit of Tk. 10,000 to 20,000
per annum should not be diffi-
cult provided there is a market
for mushroom. There is none at
the moment since the Bangla
name for it — frog's umbrella —
acts as a deterrent. But think of
mushroom samosa — intro-

"wheat sales at a premium —

e thghef :1?1 fm
' a price t e for
%t. It is no a substi-
tute of rice only. Long before
that, English traders introduced
tea through free drinks of hot
tea on the bazaar days all over
rural Bangladesh. ‘T?;lay it is
our national drink.
Traditionally, we are not
fond of ea at restaurants.
We prefer home-cooked meals,
Only the Iftar Bazaar has
brought in a new dimension to
our consumer food market. At

no other time of the year, we eat

so much food, cooked outside
our own kitchen. This is partic-
ularly true in urban areas. At
least in Dhaka. it was so very
true this year and the trend is
likely to continue into the fu-
ture. Therefore, Iftar Bazaar of-
fers the ideal opportunity to in-
troduce new fi items particu-
larly those which are protein-
based and from the nutrition

int of view, it makes no dif-
erence if it is of vegetable or
animal origin. In fact. the for-
mer is considered better than
the latter. It is said that the in-

Window on Asia

duced by an enterprising Ifta
vendor: | am sure it would catch
on like a wild fire and if it was
introduced this year by one
vendor, everybody else will be
selling mushroom samosa next
year during Ramzan.

Mushroom is a high protein
food and its cost is much less
than traditional sources of
protein like fish or meat and
not only samosa, varieties of
foods can be cooked based pri-
marily on mushroom. Also, it
is a vegetable product and there
cannot be any objection to its
introduction from any quarter.
After mushroom, | think soya
protein-based ready-to-eat:
cooked foods can also be intro-
duced as a part of the Iftar
menu. It will much cheaper
than meat-based products or
even pulse-based fried items — °
commeonly consumed in large
quantities in the month of
Ramzan.

The vast majority of our
malnourished population can-
not afford meat or fish. The an-
swer to protein deficiency is
mushroom and soyabeans
which can be grown in our
country but had never been

rown on a commercial scale
use of lack of demand. Con-
sumption of mushroom and
soyabean must be promoted
first through cooked foods so
that consumers would know the
taste, develop a liking and even-
tually become a part of our
daily menu. There is nothing
new about it. In the 1940s,
wheat products were introduced
in our part of the world as a
substitute of rice and now con-

-sumption of bread or chappati

has become so widespread that

cidence of heart disease or can-
cer is much less in China com-
pared to other countries because
of the high levels of consump-
tion of both mushroom and
soyabean and less of meat.

Once mushroom and soy-
abean become part of the Ben-

ali diet, sky is likely to be the
imit demand that may be gen-
erated by a population of 120
million. Iftar Bazaar should be
conceived as an opportunity to
initiate new s of food busi-
ness. It is the bést and the
largest of its kind in the coun-
try. Therefore mushroom and
soyabean are solid business af-
ter solid promotion at the Iftar
Bazaar.

I was told that Coca Cola or
Pepsi was introduced and
widely consumed today without
any such promotional effort.
But it would not be the same for
all food items. Food as a busi-
ness is an excellent money

spinner.

Although no analysis is
available on the Iftar Bazaar
this year, my gut feeling is that
thousands of vendors -have
made good money, although for
one month only. v

More important is the fa:it
that we are getting increasing
urbanised ingienngs of our ]'oog
habits. Iftar Bazaar has the po-
tential to expand many fold and
become a round-the-year food
bazaar when cooking at home
will become the exception
rather than the rule. If so. then
imagine the income and em-
ployment potential of the food
market for a population of 10
million living within the
greater Dhaka metropolitan
area.

" Friday of Februa

7. only a day before the he%l;xll

¢

address.

"A Course on
Courtesy"

Sir. It refers to your editorial
on ‘A Course on Courtesy on 16
February 1997. While | agree
with your appeal to the mem-
bers of our law enforcing forces
to be courteous. I would like to
add a point.

We have seen in our country
that the members of the army
and other law enforcing forces
keep on their uniforms while
performing their own civil-
ian/personnel duties even when
they are 'off duty'. In other
democratic and developed coun-
tries, an army personnel is not
allowed to enter a shop to make
evennt a small purchase while in
uniform. This also applies to
their police and other law en-
forcing agencies/forces. If this
rule/law was to be in force in
our country, perhaps the inci-
dent involving 90 BDR jawans
would not have taken place at
Barisal Steamer Terminal on
the night of 14 February 1997.

Perhaps our Home Minister
would like to ponder on this
point.

ANAH Siddiqgui
52 Motijheel CA, Dhaka

‘Dhaka is becoming
~ uninhabitable
Sir, Dhaka i8 now, perhaps,

the most crowded citﬁr. The peo-

le of Dhaka are inhaling pol-
uted air everyday. The auto-
rickshaws and buses are emit-
ting lead which is injurious to
health. The people of the whole
of Bangladesh are trying to
come over to Dhaka in search of
jobs, education, medical treat-
ment etc. Il seems now that
Dhaka has got all the opportu-
nities. We have never tried to
make equal distribution of de-
velopment. Except Chittagong
and Khulna, no other district
town has got amry opportunities
for emlglnj,rmt:nt. So the burden
is on Dhaka and Chittagong. 1f
gl o v sy
eas o to er
districts, the ps of those
districts Pﬂ?ggthﬂ alter-
native will come to Dhaka. The

Letters for publication in' these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
IPseudnuyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’'s real name, signature and

environment will be further
polluted and Dhaka will be-
come unfit for living.

Mahbubul Haque Chowdhury
153. Lake Circus. Kalabagan.
Dhaka

Thanks a lot

Sir. 1 have read the article
"The Incidence of 22 January on
DU Campus”, written by Dr A K
Monaw-war Uddin Ahmed

ublished in your paper from
irst to last which was written
directing to take punitive ac-
tion against the terrorists who
beat up a student of the English
Department. In the article, the
Professor pointed out the rules
and regulations which can be
applied against any terrorist.

| heartily thank the Profes-
sor and urge the university au-
thorities Lo take punitive action
against the terrorists so that
nobody dares to indulge in such
nasty activities on this campus
in the future,

Sheikh Shahjahan
Department of Accounting
Dhaka University

Police walkie-talkies
need to work

Sir, On the 21st January,
1997, after the sudden morning
drizzle, the Dhaka-My-
mensingh road (near Nikunja)

became unusually slippery due
to soil deposit on the road. As a

result. one side of the road of
that section had to be closed for
the traffic and was available for
both way traffic. Ilenice there
was logjam till rest of the day.
Each vehicle took more than
one -and-a-halfl hours to cover
that part of the road. Air-trav-
ellers (irrespective of
male/female, young/old) had to
walk down to the airport with
their belongings to catch their
scheduled flights. Loss of an

individual is not meagre, an

~ the collective loss is immeasur-
‘able :

| wonder why the traffic

sergeant didn't use his walkie
talkie. Why that piece of
equipment is for? Doesn't he
know there is a Disaster Man-
agement Dept under the Min-
istry of Disaster Management?
[f the Duty Traffic Sergeant
called the Disaster Manage-
ment Dept.. then they would
have deputed their men and ma-
terials/equipments to remove
the slippery slush from the
road. A fire engine water jet
would have removed that in no
lime.

Can anyone knowledgeable
explain to us as to why all these
gadgets and grand organisa-
tions are being maintained by
Fublic money. if those are not
)eing used to remove public
sufferings? Why then, it was at
13:30 hrs or so. the Fire Brigade
appeared on the spot and not
earlier? If there is none to an-
swer, the PM has to, as she is
accountable to the public.

A R Choudhury
Uttara. Dhaka

Celebration and
holi

Sir, It is matter of shame for
all of us that during the Eid hol-
idays, we were in the dark from
all sorts of news and informa-
tion from the rest of the world. I
understand that the employees
of the media also have right to
enju;: holidays, but how the
machinery of all the newspa-
pers of a country can sleep for
about a week? At least, some
leading dailies can publish
their issues in a concise edition.
In so doing, they might have to
pay some incentives to some of
their employees required dur-
ing holidays; or some employ-
ees from different religions
might have been recruited who
can substitute during Eid festi-
vals.

Similarly, the Muslims can
take care of the responsibilities
of the employees from other re-
ligions at the time of their re-
spective festivals. As Eids are
the great festivals of the Mus-
lins, the newspaper publica-
tions can be suspended only on
the Eid day, or at best, for two
days including the Eid day.

Md Sirajul Islam Molla
Ka-84/1, Mahakhali South
Dhaka-1212 *

A Death that Reminds

of a Necessity

by Chandra Shekhar Das

'‘On October 8, in the secarity of a police siation: what some winiformed protectors of -

good and punishers of bad did to a poor, helpless woman

was not mere molestation

of a female but the rape of all our claims as a civilised nation.

HE country is now
rumbling in resentment

and protest the
death of Seema C hury, the
17-year-old female factory
worker who died on the first
in the most
unconvincing and unfortunate
manner while being in judicial
custody over a case of gangrape
on her by the personnel of
Raozan police station in

Chittagong.

Premature and pathetic as it
is, her death has given rise to
very strong suspicion of a sinis-
ter conspiracy ng afoot sim-
ply to bury the prospect of a
proper probe into the matter.
On the ninth of last October,
Seema, who was picked up by
police on flimsy and unclear
ground. was raped by the con-
stables and officer of the
Raozan police station.

Instantly reminding us all of

.Yasmeen the teenage girl from

Dinajpur who was killed after
being gangraped by police and .
the public protest and wrath
over the administrative pro-
crastination in prosecuting and

unishing whose torturers and
Eillers considerably con-
tributed to the fall of the BNP
government, this monstrous
instance of human rights vio-
lation by none other than the
very guardians of law too pro-
voked huge public condemna-
tion and a criminal investiga-
tion was duly under way. It was
on the fifth day after the is-
suance of charge sheets against
the accused persons that
Seema's death was announced.
Post mortem report suggested
Seema went through the hoop
before dying. Her teeth were
loose, and there was blood on
her nose. Both hint at violent
physical struggle that Seema
was subject to and there are in-
deed very solid grounds for such
a conclusion.

Seema was the only witness
of the orgy of carnal feast let
loose on her on that fateful
night in the Raozan police sta-
tion. So if she could be van-
ished, so to speak. the under-
pinnings of a potent rape case
will be considerably weakened.
Suspicion goes even deeper
when one comes to think about
the timing of her death and the
pust haste with which her fu-
neral was done. Seema was re-
ported to Have died on Fe ruary

ning of the Eid holidays. The

case which earned Seema most

undesirable reclame and made
public another proof of
criminal activities by the law
enlorcers was destined to go
through a phase of news black-

out. For bent on to take a
witness for a ride, there cannot
be a more opportune time than a
spell of prolonged holiday. But
the real claim of a foul play of
very serious nature can be
staked from the particular
mode of a funeral. Although a
Hindu by birth and thereby
deserving cremation as her
funeral rite, Seema reported!
embraced Islam having loveg
and married a Muslim. So there
was no way the authorities
could justify the act of
cremating her. Moreover,
Seema's mother refused to ac-
cept the deadbody of her daugh-
ter. An old poor mother's re-
fusal to shoulder the funeral
responsibilities of an utterly
scandalised daughter is thor-
oughly understandable. But the
act that really begs to be taken
ulp as an ethical transgression
of the vilest nature is jail au-
thorities' responsibilities in
Seema's death and the subse-
quent funeral. By any stretch of
religious and el%h:a] imagina-
tion she deserved a proper
burial as one would expect in
the case of any Muslim.

The whole incident starti
from Seema’'s rape to her deat
reeks of such enormous viola-
tion of human rights and trust
that no sane man can but shud-
der at the reality we are all
putting up with in Bangladesh.
On October 9, in the security of a

lice station what some uni-
ormed protectors of good and

unishers of bad did to a poor,

elpless woman was not mere
molestation of a female but the
rape of all our claims as a
civilised nation. The enormity
of the crime is not lessened even
by an iota by the recent attempt
at the projection of Seema as a
floating prostitute. So what if
Seema was a prostitute? Does it
in any way implty that members
of the law enforcing atﬁenc}r
have been endowed with the au-
thority to treat the prostitutes
as the vessels of their lust and
perversion? Civil imagination
of law has no room for discrim-
ination and police being en-
forcers ol law cannot be imag-
ined let alone tolerated on su‘ﬁl
Nagitiousness.

Seema'’s is not the only case
in the annals of police crime.
They were there before. the

most n

protectors appehring in the role
of predators elear
there is something damen-
tally with our police. Po-
lice today is the other name of
peril. More e are red
to remain silent and suffer than

JIOPIOTE and notable
?rmnng jem being the Yasmeen |
rde . Theége Metdents of ™ | in ‘making _poliee.

. manner they;alw

. harsh pum

i

.'I-

suggest

going to police to lodge a cﬂm
plaint against an act of injus-

tice. As one of the cases in
a study of extreme injustice by
police, Seema’s case serves as
any eye-opener. For a sem-
blance of improvement in the
already tarnished i of po-
lice and restoration public
faith in its existence and utility,
immediate police reform seems
to be what the doctor ordered.
Frustratingly. and damagingly
for this agency of the
government itself, reform has
so far been more of a much
harped word in the seminar and
the pages of the newspapers. De-

te his resonant utterances in
this respect, the Home Minister
is yet to make his ce felt
as a reformist. It is the formula-
tion of recommendations and
their immediate implementa-
tion that the police adminis-
tration needs most.

The behavioural pattern of
police in the recent times par-
ticularly in the case of sexual
harassment su s that it is
not just a case of accepted inef-
ficiency stemming from a pay
scale that is ridicul low at
the lower tiers but also an in-
creasingly felt absence of moral
imagination — so vitally im-
portant in the case of le
committed to the cause

s-erv:cc. It is likely that tll'i::“ re-
cruitment process and me
of police is seriously fla :
Perhaps, the uniform is be-
stowed on an aspring member
of the law enforcing agency
without any systematic or
durable effort to get the idea of
moral nhhgatiun sufficiently
sunken in him. How else can
one explain the of cus-
tody some members of the
law enforcing agency?

For a sincere and meaning-
ful attempt to restore or estab-

lish the proper i e of police,
those responsible for the pa-
thetic and premature end of
Seema's life should be given ex-
emﬂlarg punishment to start
with. Extra-ordinary punitive
measure has become a must be-
cause more and more members
of the law '

enforcing agency are
getting involved in these types
of human violation and

they are showing an
increase in their tendencies o
hoodwi the law to cover
up their criminal acts. Since
. E‘L_B‘g];ﬂgﬁtﬁnn 45 no fm«:u'e
TKINg @8y an, ensuring factor| |
ﬁg&ehaﬁe «4dn ai
8 should,
efitf seemns the |
only way to deal in these cases.
The government cannot afford

to make of the inc
number of police mrm
to act now.
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Proposed Shaymoli Drainage
Pond: an Unsound Plan

Dhaka WASA has recently
taken up a plan to develop a
munici drainage waste-wa-
ter pond at Shaymoli by acquir-
ing land fromm Uttar Adabar,
Baitul Aman Housing Society,
Darus Salam and other adjoin-
ing areas. It is understood that
this project has been planned
by the government with foreign
assistance. As a result, a pump
house has already been in-
stalled on the embankment on
the west border.

Initially, Dhaka WASA took
up a plan early this decade to
construct a cu on the pre-
sent canal running from the
Kallynpur area to Turag river.
For that purpose, it acquired
necessary land along both sides
of the canal and payments al-
re made as compensation.

&d\’q?hﬂe the construction of the
culvert was an environment-
friendly plan, the development
of an open drainage waste-wa-
ter pond will result in an even-
tual- environmental health
problem of enormous dimen-
sion. Already, domestic and in-
dustrial liquid effluents from
surrounding areas have pol-
luted the canal badly. Particu-
larly, the dry season the
canal and both banks look
tarry and spread offensive, rot-
ten smell in the area that is
detri tal to health.

An open drainage waste-wa-
ter pond as planned by WASA
will imply an intention to store
the drainage waste until it
comes to a level to warrant
%.:Impmg out to the Turag river.

s would mean that drainage
waste-water will continue to ac-
cumulate over the dry season;
the need for pumping out will
arise mainly during the mon-
soon. It is heard that liquid
drainage waste from some other

of Dhaka city will also be
du{r’gpcd into this drainage
po

City drainage waste from
domestic and industrial sources
contain both organic and inor-
ganic matter that include toxic
chemicals and elements. Accu-
mulation of such waste in the
proposed drainage waste pond
will become a huge source of en-
vironmental and health hazard
of various type. Rotten organic
waste will spread offensive
smell in the whole surrounding
area where various hou -

cieties are res -

tial buildings rather fast. The
whole area up to Gabtali will in
the long-term become a
densely-populated zone of

| DPhaka. organic matter

Dr Jasim Uddin Ahmed

in the sediment on the pond
floor will generate gas bubbles
which, on reac the surface,
will burst causing toxic matter
to get airborne. ,

" Birds, domestic animals,
ducks, chickens, rats, insects,
flies, etc, will become another
group of agents to spread toxic
matter to the populated areas.
Temptation to catch fish by
some people cannot possibly be
checked. Hence, contaminated
fish eaten or sold in the market
may be another source of health
hazard. Poor class people may
bathe or use water from the
pond for domestic purposes,
particularly during monsoon
period, and unknowingly sub-
Tm:t themselves to health prob-
ems.

In summery, the proposed
waste pond planned by

WASA will cause health and

environmental hazards, un-
quantifiable in terms of money,
and the extent of the damage
will grow with the time to a
point of catastrophic nature.
Many kinds of disease will pos-
sibly emerge among the people
living in the surrounding area.
The damages to health end en-
vironment may eventually be
irreparable. At such point in
time any attempt by the city au-
thority or the government to
decontaminate and rehabilitate
the pond area will be economi-
ca]lg unmanageable.
haka city area is already
polluted with vehicle exhaust
such as carbon oxides, sulphur
oxides, unburned or partially
burned petroleum molecules,
and toxic metals such as lead.
The lead pollution in the air in
Dhaka during the season in
reported to be the highest in the
world and several times higher
than the internationally rec-
ommended safe limit. Envi-
ronmental and health hazards
arising from the Shaymoli
drainage waste pond will add
insult to injury; people in the
surrounding area will have to
think of leaving the area. Two
examples may be cited to throw
some light on the kind of dam-
age that can be caused by the
city drainage waste to the envi-
ronment :
The city of Bogota, the capi-
tal of Colombia, dumped its
effluents for years into a
' -f;tgeui the city. This area
wis a bird sanctuary and
healthy outing spot. Accumula-
tion of rotten waste, toxic and

chemica: pollutants over the
{em caused ecological disaster
o the arca. Birds have fled,
other animals left, visitors do
not go there, and the pungent
and offensive smell affected the
entire surrounding area. Fol-
lowing strong public uutclg. the
authorities established a filtra-
tion and treatment plant,
stored the filtered water in an
artificial lake and disposed the
residues as solid wastes. The
project turned out to be im-
practical and economically
unmanageable. The govern-
ment then took up a plan to duet
the city drainage waste to about
50 km. south of Bogota. This
project has recently been put
into operation.

The second example is the
Dhanmondi lake in Dhaka
proper. The adverse effect of
toxic liquid waste gaining ac-
E:: to [l{tt;nmnndi lake has

repo in the news media
(Janakantha, August 2, 1996).
Already fish have begun to die
in huge numbers; the effect on
health of people bathing in
there or using the lake water for
domestic purposes is not yet

known. *
oli

Coming back to Shaym
waste pond, I would like to say
that VE?SA plan for this project
is unsound and does not seem to
have taken into perspective all
the long-term health and envi-
ronmental effects that may re-
sult from this pond. A short-
term solution of this kind con-
ceived by Dhaka WASA to han-
dle the city liquid effluents will
eventually end up in a long-
term regret, and at a great
health, social and -economic
cost. Again, pumping out un-
treated drainage waste to the
Turag river will disperse the
pollutants on both sides of the
river long way downstream.

I would request all concerned
authorities to reconsider the
matter with serious thoughts
given to the long-term health
and environmental effects and
revise the decision. In my
opinion, the plan for open
drainage waste pond must be
discarded. The original plan for
a culvert should be preferable,
but a treatment plant must be
installed to remove toxic mat-
ter before dumping the effluents
into the Turag river,

-The writer is retired Head of
Radiation Safety and Enwvi-
ronmental Protection (Direc-
tor) International Atomic

Energy Agency. Vienna, Au.:tﬁnj




