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cal
ing loss, he said.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina called on her Indian counterpart H D Deve Gowda at his
official residence in New Delhi on Saturday. Indian External Affairs Minister I K Gujral

(C) also seen in the picture.
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ing her meetings with Indian
President Shankar Dayal

Sharma and Prime Minister
Deve Gowda. She had also talks
with Namibian President Sam
Najouma, Indian External Af-
fairs Minister I K Gujral and
Deputy Chairman of Rajya
Sabha Najma Heptullah.

Reterring to her governmen-
i’s effort to restore peace in the
CHT, Sheikh Hasina said that
some vested quarters were en-
gaged in destabilising the situa-
tion there. "Those who do
smuggling, involve in illegal
trade of drugs and arms worth

crores of Taka are the benefi-
ciaries of this insurgency and
they don't like to see peace re-
stored.”
~ "But. we want an overall so-
cio-economic development in
the vast hilly region of the
country. We will take special
care for development of the
CHT. The youth fBF€e in the
CHT needs proper education
and job opportunities,” the
Prime Minister said.

When her attention was
drawn to the alleged rape and
death of a young girl, Seema,
under safe custody. the Prime
Minister said. "We have already
taken steps. We will enact strin-
gent laws to bring rapists to
book.” She pondered. "Why
should women in my country
suffer like this. why we have to
see an incident like this after
the Yasmin case?”

Replying to a question
whether she would take any ini-
tiative to mediate the Indo-Pak-
istan dispute over Kashrnir,
Sheikh Hasina said, "We like to
see a bilateral solution to come
out. But it's a fact that as mem-
bers of SAARC, such dispute be-
tween two member countries
leaves some sort of psychologi-
cal disturbance on others.”

"We earnestly like to see bi-
lateral discussion between the

Hasina: CHT peace

two to solve the problem. Still,
if there is any scope, we will, of
course, extend our helping
hands."

Replying to a question on re-
alising Bangladesh's assets
from Pakistan, Sheikh Hasina
said, "It's not an easy task but
our efforts will be on. We will
also try for repatriation of the
stranded Pakistanis to their
home.” The Prime Minister is
scheduled to visit Pakistan next
month,

Earlier, speaking on the In-
ter-Parliamentary Union con-
ference that she addressed, the
Prime Minister said, "The topic
of this conference is very im-
portant. particularly for us. We
want more participation of
women in politics and other
fields of social life.”

"We have 11 per cent repre-
sentation of women both in the
Jatiya Sangsad and in the Cab-
inet. But our target should be 50

er cent representation. We
ave to remove barriers to
equal participation of men and
;MFIHEH in socio-economic up-
ift."

Asked about the possibility
of tabling bills on independence
of the judiciary and local gov-
ernment structure in the cur-
rent session of the Jatiya
Sangsad, the Prime Minister
said, "We shall try”.

When her attention was
drawn to BNP's allegation that
the ruling party was violating
the recently signed four-point
accord, the Prime Minister
brushed it aside and said, "We
are implementing all those four
points”.

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad, LGRD and Coop-
eratives Minister Zillur Rah-
man, Finance Minister Shah A
M S Kibria. Minister of State
lor Information Prof Abu Say-
eed and Dhaka city mayor Mo-
hammad Hanif were also pre-
sert.

— PID photo

BJSA demands
Withdraw ’peak
hour rate’ for

electricity
By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Jute Spinners
Association (BJSA) has de-
manded early implementation
of a government decision to give
the spinners a 10 per cent ‘'mar-
keting assistance' and to lower
bank interest to within 10 per
cent, instead of nine to 15 per
cent now.

This would enable the jute
spinning sector to enhance its
competitiveness in the world
market, it said.

The BJSA, at its 18th Annual
General Meeting in the city
yvesterday, also demanded with-
drawal of ‘peak hour rate' for
electricity for the export-ori-
ented industries.

Chairman of the Associa-
tion Sabbir Yusuf said at the
meeting that due to frequent
power failure, 25 spinning
mills incurred a loss of about
Tk 8.75 crore last month.

He also alleged that due to
power supply disruption, ship-
ment of jute goods was also be-
ing affected badly.

During the first six months
of fiscal 1996-97, production
and export recorded a down-
ward trend in jute yarn and
twine sectors.
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quently. they give too much im-
portance to the physical aspect
and private life of women."
Participating in the lively
debate, Ken Cooper of the
Washington Post, took the line
that media was an obstacle to

greater parity of women in pol-
itics, particularly in countries

where the mass media were
dominant.
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Pakistan rejects trade
talks with India

ISLAMABAD, Feb 16: Pak-
istan today rejected trade talks
with India saying the two
neiﬁhhuurs must first enter into
a dialogue on the lingering
Kashmir dispute which has
plagued their relations, official
sources said, reports AFP,

They also dismissed as

tion' that Indian
F Minister Inder Kumar
Gujral would soon visit Islam-
abad for talks with Pakistan's

ncqﬂalectbd government.
relations between India
and Pakistan will not improve
unless there are ul ne-
tions on the core issue ol
" the state-run Associ-
ated Press of Pakistan (APP)
quoted the official sources as
saying.
The statement dashed hopes
of an early resumption of talks,
suspended since January 1994,
raised after Nawaz Sharifl's
Pakistan Muslim League swept
to power in February 3 legisla-
tive elections.

It was seen as Pakistan's re-
action to remarks made by In-
dian Prime Minister H D Deve
Gowda during a visit on Thurs-
day to the Indian-held part of

Mannan Bhuiyan
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India everyday. As a result, lo-
tato cultivators are suffer-

The BNP leader accused the
overnment of politicising the
%cruliacr dealership by includ-
ing two 'special Awami person-
alities' in each committee forc-
ing the farmers to procure fer-
tiliser at high price.

"When fertiliser is selling at
high price at t;:ffcrtnt pla::es; ni:nf
the country, the ment is
trying to take cregﬁvbe;n resent-
ing paper accounts on fertiliser
price of one or two isolated
places,"” he said.

Condemning the killing of
three policemen by the so-
called ghantjhahini at Bandar-
ban on Saturday, the BNP
leader said the government was
continuing discussion with the
Shantibahini leaders treating
them as foreign guests.

The Krishak Dal meeting de-
cided to hold four peasant ral-
lies at divisional level in next
two months to build up a greater
resistance against the ‘anti-
farmer activities' of the gov-
ernment. Party Chairperson
Begum Zia will attend the ral-
lies.

The meet was addressed
by Krishak Dal General Secre-

Shamsuzzaman Dudu MP,
Alamgir Kabir MP, Mujibur
Rahman, Gazi Nuruzzaman.
Mofiqul Hasan, Lokman Hos-
sain Bhuiyan and Aminul Hugq
Amin.

Kashmir in which he reportedly
described the disputed state as
integral part of India.

“The Kashmir chapter is
closed and any talks with Pak-
istan will be on trade and cul-
ture," Gowda told a rally in the
border town of Uri on Thurs-
day.
The Indian premier said

Sharif had given him some in-
dications on havin
tions with India and "very soon
there will be foreign- ministry-
level talks between the two
countries and later on both
prime minister will meet.”

Judges of 5
Election
Tribunals
appointed

" The government has pro-
moted five Additional District
Judges to District Judges and
appointed them as the {udgl:s of
tIEr: Election Tribunal in the

country's five divisions, reports

UNB.

. With the directive of Presi-
dent Justice Shahabuddin Ah-
med the Law, Justice and
Parliamentary Affairs Min-
istry gave the aplgointmtnta in
consultation with the Bangla-
desh Supreme Court, said an
official announcement yester-
day.

Deputy Secretary of the Law,
Justice and Parliamentary Af-
fairs Ministry Mohammad
Abul Mansur has been ap-
pointed Election Tribunal
Judge (ETJ) of Dhaka division.

Jessore Additional District
Judge Mostafa Enamul Hal‘i[]
has been appointed ETJ o
Khulna division, Khulna Addi-
tional District Judge Sirajuddin
Ahmed of Sylhet, Bogra Ad-
ditional District Judge Mo-
hammad Abdus Samad of
Barisal and Additional Regis-
trar of the Supreme Court Mo-
hammad Abu Bakkar Siddiqui
appointed ETJ ol Rajshahi di-
vision.

Thakurgaon by-polls
EC to announce
results from 6 pm

- The Election Commission
(EC) has made arrang

ements Lo
announce the by-election re-
sults of Thakurgaon-1 Con-
stituency from its conference
room through news agencies
newspapers from 6 on
Febru 8. reports UNB.
Be:ilt?lres. Bangladesh Betar
and Bangladesh Television will
announce the election results
through their regular news bul-
letin, said a press release yes-
terday.

good rela- |

Pandetiionium in JS
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Hasina said strict measures
would be taken according to the
report of the judicial enquiry
committee. And if the opposi-
tion members wanted, a par-
liamentary committee would
also be formed with representa-
tion from all parties.

She mentioned the incidents
of raping and killing of Yasmin
in Dinajpur in 1995 and said
she did not capitalise on the sad
incidents for her party politics.

The present government

would never neglect the death of

Shima, she said. "We will frame
strict law to stop abuse of
women. Oppression against
women should be stopped at any
cost. We want cooperation from
all in this regard.”

But the opposition BNP
members were not satisfied and
demanded that a full-dress dis-
cussion take place first. They
started shouting and beating
the desks with files as the
Deputy Speaker refused to give
floor to the opposition mem-
bers after the statement of the
Leader of the House on the same
subject.

"Give me two names and
then a parliamentary commit-
tee will be formed," the chair
told the agitating opposition
members.

Pressed by the shou and
desk-beating, the Chair allowed
Deputy Leader of the Opposition
Prof AQM Badruddoza Chowd-
hury to speak. He claimed that
Shima was killed in the judi-
cial custody and cremated to
conceal the evidence of the
killing.

Chowdhury said Shima was
ra on October 31 last year
and chargesheet against the
culprits was submitted on
February 2. But only after seven
days, she was killed.

He also proposed a 15-mem-
ber special committee, headed

Speaker Humayun Rasheed
Chowdhury, to probe the death
of Shima.

Other members he proposed
were Home Minister Rafiqul
Islam, Telecommunications
Minister Mohammad Nasim,
Chief Whip Abul Hasnat Abdul-
lah, Law Minister Abdul Matin
Khasru, State Minister for
Labour and Mancrnw:r MA
Mannan, Abdul Kader Siddiky.
Salahuddin Quader Chowdhury,
Morshed Khan, Hafizuddin
Ahmed, Amanullah Aman,
Jainal Abedin Faruk, Mashiur
Rahman, Raushan Ershad and
Delwar Hossain Saidee.

But Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad ted the pro-
posal, saying that no proposal
which came after the proposal
of the Leader of the House could
be entertained.

At this stt:ge. every BNP
member wan to speak, but
the Chair allowed Salahuddin
Quader Chowdhury, But as he
started speaking on the con-
tentious issue, Abdul Hamid
switched him off, saying the
'Prime Minister has already
agreed to form a parliamentary
eommittee.

As the deputy speaker tried

1o ﬁthﬂmd.y.pmeedn:f..
th? opposition members de-

manded that the issue should be
resolved first.

Shaikh Razzak Ali. Com-
merce Minister Tofael Ahmed,
Mashiur Rahman, Abdus
m tmnd Salahuddin

ury again spoke
on the issue after the disposal of
call-attention notices.

Salahuddin Quader said they
wanted to discuss the issue and
gave notice in this regard ear-
lier. But the Prime Minister has
given a statement anticipating
that it would come up for dis-
CLISSIOTN].

When the Chair gave floor to
Telecommunications Minister
Mohammad Nasim. the BNP
members shouted that Quader
Chowdhury was yet to finish
his s h and he must be al-
lo to finish.

At this stage, Abdul Hamid
said he gave floor to Nasim and
would hear Chowdh later.
But the opposition MPs were

ressing him by shouting and
ting desk with files.

"l have given floor to Nasim
and I will not give floor to any-
one. It's me in the chair who
will decide whom to give the
floor,” was the last remarks of
Hamid before adjourning the

-session at about 8:40 pm.

Dy Speaker acted A

on directives of

ruling party,
says B Chowdhury

Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion ePPI'I:.'J: A Q M Badruddoza
Chowdhury yesterday criticised
the Deputy Speaker Advocate
Abdul Hamid as he adjourned
the House without any decision
on Opposition proposal to form
a parliamentary committee fo
probe the death of Shima
Chowdhury, BSS.

"He w out of the House
without performing his job,”
Chowdhury alleged.

Briefing newsmen at his
Jatiya S office after the
House was adjourned, Prof
Chowdhury alleged that micro-
phones of members of Opposi-
tion benches were switched off
tite wuu again when they took
the floor to speak something.
He said while Opposition mem-
bers were silenced, Treasury

‘Bench members particularly
the ministers were allowed to
speak as long as they wished
and as many times they wanted.

Prof Chowdhury further al-
leged that the Speaker acted on
the directives of the ruling
party. a situation Opposition
cannot accept. He said it was
unfortunate that Moshiur
Rahman wht raised the issue
first was not allowed to com-
plete his speech.

The Deputy Leader of the Op-
position said "we want to

erate with the Treasury Benc
in running the House"” and
added that parliament is the
place where issues like Shima
Chowdhury's "murder” in gov-
ernment custody should be dis-
cussed.
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Sylhet Division
likely to have

separate edn
- board, JS told

Education Minister ASHK
Sadek yesterday told the Jatiya
Sangsad that the government
would take initiative to set up a
separate secondary and hig?ur
secondary education board in
Sylhet Division. reports BSS.

Replying to a call attention
notice moved by Nurul Islam
Naheed (AL-Sylhet). the educa-
tion minister admitted the ne-
cessitﬁﬂuf setting up an educa-
tion ard at the divisional
level and said that the govern-

ment would take measures in
this regard subject to the avail-
ability of financial and infras-
tructural facilities.

Garments
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"We will demand a green
channel for releasing raw ma-
terials for garments industry,”
said Capt (rtd) Anisur Rahman
Sinha, president of BGMEA.
"Customs can have a sample
su of the s. We will also
demand abolishing the system
of risk and duty bond on every
consignment of imports since
our warehouses are bonded for
up to Tk three crore. Consigri-
ment-wise bonding through
non-judicial stamp papers un-
necessarily increases overhead
expenditure of the industry
which erodes our competitive-
ness,” he added.

JS: Irrigation
From Page 1

arated earlier in 1993-94,

She said, a target of produc-
ing 2.5 crore food by the
year 2002 had been set.

" Repsis vt 1R ot

ve .4 crore
Eill'l‘ Aman paddy is uced
st a target of 17.43 crore
this season, BNP
Shahidul Islam wanted to know
why the target could not be at-
rained -

The minister replied that
(lue to flash flood, too much
rain, attack by insects and
other nfattii:ral rea&nnnth in some

rts of the gcoun e tuft
E:uld. not . be achh-'}r:vcd. She
sought the Opposition's cooper-
ation in government's steps for
developing agriculture sector.

Shima
From Page 1
port within three weeks.

Earlier, the report of the en-
quiry conducted the district
administration was sent to the
Home Ministry.

However, the post mortem
report was yet to be supplied.
the sources said.

Our Staff Correspondent in
Dhaka quoting official sources
adds: The probe committee
formed by Civil Surgeon of
Chittagong to investigate the
death of Shima has observed
that sending of the victim to
hospital in an autorickshaw
caused rapid deterioration of
her condition.

The probe committee,
formed the next day, submitted
its report on Saturday. The re-
port noted negligence of the jail
authorities and said that the
victim was sick since she was
brought to the jail for safe cus-
tody.

Sending of Shima to the
court so many times also caused
mental torture for her, the
sources said quoting the probe
report.
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Paribesh Parishad decides

No wall posters on DU
campus till Feb 21

Dhaka University Vice-
Chancellor Prof A K Azad
Chowdhury yesterday sought
cooperation of all in successful

holding of Amar Ekus -
I_E!,:r:ms and ﬂf‘lc mm-mg
ushey book fair, beginni
H 'mmgng
e was a
of the Paribesh Parisad at the
Senate Hall of the University
which was attended by Proctor
Prof M Nurunnabi, ts of
residential halls and leaders of
different student organisations.
The meeting mainly dis-
cussed the Febru 21 pro-
grammes and the overall cam-
pus situation. The VC said the
campus situation is now much
better than any time before.
The meeting decided that the
student organisations would
not paste poster or write on
the university walls and build-

Hajj flight
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construction permanent Ha

camp near the internationa
airport.

The measures to ensure var-
ious facilities, including safe

lane journey and staying in

ajj camp, for the pi also
came up in the meeting for dis-
cussion.

The meeting was told that
the steps to make the pilgrims
aware about the Ahkam-arkan
of Hajj through video film and
the rules of saying prayers with
3.000 people together had been
taken up the camp authori-
ties.

Officials of the concerned
ministries, departments and
organisations were present at
the meeting.

Ekushey "97
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tion. dramas and patriotic

Today's lecture session will
be on "Panchish Bachharer
Bangladesher Kabita." Dr
Saikat Asgar will present the
ke% note paper while Dr Mah-
bub Sadik and Manjurur Rah-
man will take part in the dis-
cussion. ; . i d ol

The Association of Devel-

ment Agencies in Bangladesh
(ADAB) has also drawn up elab-
orate programme to ngaerve
Amar Ekush '97.

Tripura
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Reuter reports: the Indian
army was granted sweeping
shoot-at-sight powers in the
northeastern state of Tripura
today after tribal separatist
rebels killed 15 people in two
remote villages, a government
official said.

"The situation is pretty bad.
Shoot-at-sight orders have been
issued to contain the violence.”
Tripura's home minister Samar
Chowdhury, speaking from the
state capital of Agartala, told
Reuters in Calcutta by tele-

phone.
Chowdhury said the army
and paramilitary reinforce-

ments had also been given pow-
ers to arrest and indefinitely
detain suspects.

He said state authorities had
im d an indefinite curfew in
the Khowai region where to-
day's killings of 15 Bangalee
settlers by separatists belong-
ing to the All Tripura Tiger
Force occurred.

as a cleanliness drive was
on to observe February
e anniversary of the his-
toric movement. The
restriction will remain in force
till F > 4 B
The decision was taken at
the of the VC, who also
that billboards could

goin
31,

erected at major on
the campus as an alternative
for postering and

arrangement
wall-writing.

Leaders of Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD) at the meet-
ing alleged that some of their
activists cannot live in their
dormitories due to frequent
threats from their o ents.
The VC assured them of per-
sonally looking into the matter.

Among others, DUCSU Gen-
eral Secret Khairul Kabir
Khokon, JCD leaders Habi-
bunnabi Sohel, Mosharraf Hos-
sain and Monir Hossain,
Chhatra League (S-P) leaders
Mahbubul Huq Shakil and Saz-
zad Hossain were present.

RUTA
From Page 1
chair, gave a deadline to the

- government for removal of the

VC l'?' Feb 16. Otherwise, it
woul for a fast unto death in
front of the Prime Minister's of-
fice in the capital from Febru-
ary 23, the meeting said.
Classes at the university are
scheduled to resume tomorrow
after 24 days of closure for the
Ramadan and the Eid-ul-Fitr.

Shantibahini

From Page 1

Chowdhury and M Moniruzza-
man. in a statement issued in
Chittagong today condemned
the killings by Shantibahini-
men and demanded combi
operation to combat the violent
activities, being conducted defy-
ing a ceasefire.

Kibria
From Page 1

ntry, Kibria said. a section
of press cirfied 6l some 'base-
less’ and 'negativé’ reports on
economy recently.

When a reporter drew his at-
tention about a recent World
Bank (WBJ] resort which criti-
cized the Securities and Ex-
change Commission (SEC) for
its slow response to the recent
upheavals in Bangladesh's capi-
tal market the finance minister
said he was not aware of such
criticism from the WB.

"l have no knowledge about
the WB giving any judgment on
this issue. Time to time we ex-
change views with the WB, IMF
and other donors on various
economic developments, but in
no way this should drag to a
state of 'judgment.’ | am not in-
terested to certified by the
WB," said the minister.

The government had taken
€no precautionary measures
to the public aware about
the ups and downs of the capital
market. "Through TV and news-
papers we warned investors
about risk factors of share
market."”

About the present state of the
economy, Kibria said, country's
inflation rate is one of the low-
est now, volume of export and
import is in a good position and
revenue collection so far is 10
per cent more then the corre-
sponding period of last fiscal.
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