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BRAC programme expanded
to urban areas

By Staff Correspondent

Baungladesh Rural Ad
vancement Committee |[BRAC).
established in 1972 for devel-
opment of rural people. has ex
panded its programme to the
urban areas on the occasion ol
its 25th anniversary, says a
press release.

This was disclosed by
BRAC's Executive Director Fa-
zle Hasan Abed at a function,
Uriallised to observe its Silver
Jubilee yesterday in the fitﬁ

Addressing over one thou-
sand selected BRAC employees
of various levels who assem-
bled in the city for the occasion,
Fazle Hasan Abed said after 25
years of working with millions
of poor for their poverty allevi-
ation, basic health care, and
primary education for their
children. the time had come to
make self-analysis with a view
to changing the future course of

10,000 Indian
sarees seized

A team of Customs Intelli-
gence and Investigation Direc-
torate, Dhaka Saturday seized
10,000 pieces of Indian cotton
sarees from a truck at the city's
Jatrabari area, reports BSS.

- A press release issued by the
directorate yesterday said that
the téam, on the basis of secret
information, started chasing
the truck carrying the contra-
band sarees from the Kanchpur
bridge and finally intercepted it
at Jatrabari.

The team also found fake

number plates along with the
smuggled sarees, the press re-
lease said.

The driver of the truck fl
the scene while the goods
the vehicle were seized as un-
claimed under the Customs Act,
1969, the press release added.
. Meéanwhile the jawans of
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) seizgd

contraband Indian goods worth
Taka 14 lakh 71 thousand from
different places of Jessore and

'Comilla on Feb 13 and 14, BDR
sources said yesterday.

S Korean envoy
calls on Tofael

.. The South Korean S-
sador in Dhaka, Jong Kyou
Byun. yesterday said a favou-
rable investment climate was
now prevailing in Bangladesh
which would definitely encou-
rage potential investors of the
world, including his country, to
invest in this country, reports
T sl thia-widie o
s T S W m a
farewell call on the Minister for
Commerce and Industries To-
fael Ahmad at his office, an of-
ficial handout said.

The outgoing South Korean
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Abed said that during emer-
gence of Bangladesh. less than
one-lenth of the population of
the country used to live in ur-
ban areas but it would consti-
tute 25 per cent of the munt.rﬂs
population by the turn of the
tentug, "That's why BRAC has
expanded its programme to ur-
ban areas,” he said.

Abed said that already 15
area offices have been opened in
the city.

He further said that the

.people of Bangladesh have
proved that this country is not a
"basket case" and they c¢an
shoulder any constructive na-
tion building activity.

Giving an overview of its ac-
tivities, the BRAC chief said
that over 18 lakh poor people,
mostly women, are involved
with its poverty alleviation

ogramme, 1 crore 25 lakh in

asic health care and 12 lakh
poor children are receiving free
primary education.

Abed pointed out that only
one-third of the total popula-
tion is literate, life expectancy
is 56 years and per capita in-
come is only about 250 US dol-
lars.

He informed the gathering
that the rural development pro-

amme of BRAC will cover 20
families by the turn of the
century.

Silver Jubilee functions will
also be held in the field offices
later this month.

5 youngmen,

woman held
By Staff Correspondent

Police arrested five young-
men and a woman on charges of
stealing gold ornaments and
cash worth about Tk 2.5 lakh
from a house at Pallabi in the
city Saturday.

During a raid in Bauniabad
under Pallabi thana early yes-
terday, police recovered the
stolen ornaments and held
Motaleb Bari. 15, Jashim, 12,
Batu, 15, Shamsu, 15, Sumon.
14, and Mukul Begum, 45, police

A gang of thieves breaking
the wall entered into a house in
Pallabi area duringkthe day on
Saturday and took away the
gold ornaments and cash.

A case has been filed with
Pallabi thana in this connec-

tion.

New CAAB chairman
takes over

Air commodore M Manjur
Alam, AWC,. PSC, yesterday
took over as the new chairman
of the Civil Aviation Authority,
Bangladesh (CAAB), reports
BSS.

Former CAAB chairman Air

Shahjahan Siraj speaking at a discussion organised by the Bangabir Osmany Smriti
Sangsad marking the 13th death anniversary of the Commander-in-Chief of the Liberation

War M A G Osmany at the Osmany auditorium in the city yesterday.

@ | Gen Osmany’s 13th

Liberation War museum: nagorik Na
daya will stage a drama. Venue: Liberation War Museum

Auditorium. Time: 6.30 pm.

Ro Club of Dhaka North: e

will be held. Venue: Sonargaon Hotel. Time

of the ¢l

Zobaida Rashid
allowed to meet

defence counsel

Begum Zobaida Rashid, an
accused in the Bangabandhu
murder case, was Saturday al-
lowed to meet her chief defence
counsel, advocate Mahbubur
Rahman, in the Dhaka Central
Jail, reports UNB.

This was the first meeting
for consultation since Novem-
ber last year following an order
of the High Court issued early
this month.

The counsel in a press re-
lease quoted Begum Zobaida
Rashid as telling him that no
initiative had been taken for re-
traction of her confessional
statement made on November
12 under Section 164 of CrPC.

" The jail authority, however.
informed him that the portion
of the order relating to retrac-

Lo

ent was not communicated to;

hem iy i

Flower exhibition: A three-day national flower exhi-

bition will begin. Venue: Front
Trade Fair at Sher-e-Bangla :
exhibition will remain open from 10 am ta 5 pm till Wednesday.

Seminar: Muktijuddher Chetona Mancha will hold a semi-
nar on Structure and Role of Local Government in implement-
ing the spirit of the Liberation War. Venue: Vishwa Sahitya
Kendra auditorium, Bangla-Motor crossing. Time: 4 pm.

ion of the confessional state: -"FfﬁSﬁn[S Credentials
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Confce of SAARC
nephrology society
begins tomorrow

The second international
conference of ‘'Nephrology,
Urology and Transplantation
Society of SAARC Countries’
will be held in the city from Feb
18 to 20, says a press release

'— Star photo

death anniversary
observed

Different organisations yes-
terday observed the 13th death
anniversary of General M A G
Osmany, the commander-in-
chief of the Liberation War,
with a call for observing his
birth and death anniversaries
at state level, reports BSS.

President Justice Sha-
‘habuddin Ahmed and Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina in sep-
arate me es paid homage to
the Liberation War hero.

Sylhet Bibhag Unnayan
Parishad yesterday held a dis-
cussion on "The role of Osmany
in the Liberation War," at the
Jatiya Press Club. Surunjit Sen
Gupta MP. former Finance Min-
ister Saifur Rahman, Dr Kamal
Hossain and Rashed Khan
Menon took part in the discus-
sion.

Paying tributes to Osmany,
Surunjit Sen Gupta said Gen
Osmany could be the symbol of
national unity and the people of
all shades of opinion could
come to a consensus on differ-
ent national

his ideals.
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2 more natural
gas refuelling

stations set up

The number of natural rgal
refuelling stations rose to four
with the installation of two
more stations at Tikatully and
Asad Gate areas of the city, re-
ports BSS.

A press release of the 'Rupan-
tarita Prakritik Gas Company
Limited, a subsidiary compan
of Petrobangla, yesterday sai
that the new stations were set
up at a cost of nearly Taka 2.5
crore. The other two stations
are at Mahakhali and Kalyan-
pur.

The company has already
undertaken a plan to turn at
least 200,000 petrol engine ve-
hicles into gas-run vehicles in
the city. Over one hundred vehi-
cles have already been turned
into gas vehicles in the city. the

release said.

It also said that the number
of gas refuelling stations would
be increased with the increase
in the demand for gas fuel.

The price of liquefied gas
equivalent to one litre petrol is
Tk 6.04, while one litre petrol
sells at Taka 13.10, the release
added.

Nat’] workshop on
sanitation ends

Sustainable child:/&urvival
and family welfare cannot be
achieved without safe water and
sanitation practices, Health
and Family Welfare Minister
Salahuddin Yusuf said yester-
day, reports UNB.

- He was addressing as chief

guest the clnsi&f session of a
.two-day national workshop on
"Action Research on Social Mo-
bilisation fﬂ;'[g Sanitatii}]n Iin
Sin . Manikganj." at the In-
ttrng:ﬁunal Centr:’l for Diarro-
hoeal Disease Research,
Bangladesh (ICDDR,B] in the af-
ternoorm.

Organised jointly by De-
partment of Public Health En-
gineering (DPHE] and ICDDR.B,
the concluding session of the
workshop was  addressed,
among others, by Health Secre-
tary Mohammad Ali and Head
of Environmental Health Pro-

gramme of ICDDR.B Dr Bilgis
Amin Hoque.
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President Justice Sha-
habuddin Ahmed is expected to
inaugurate the conference as
chief guest at Hotel Sonargaon
at 9 am tomorrow.

. The conference will high-
light the recent developments
in the field of kidriey disease,
urology, dialysis and trans-
Fiantatiun. About 60 delegates
rom the SAARC countries, and
Singapore, Japan
will

ence, the

. UK and USA
cipate in the confer-
ase added_.

Envoy to Indonesia

QULKHWANI

Fazla Alam Chowdhury (Saifu) and his father Mr. Safiul
Alam Chowdhury have passed away on Friday,
February 14th in a fragic road accident.

They were buried at Banani graveyard on Saturday.

Their Quikhwani will be held on Monday, February
17th after Magreeb prayers at their residence, 363, East

Goran, Dhaka.

SRR, T SR R,

THE ManageMeNnT ofF Che Daily Star
CoONGRATULATES MRs GEETEARA
SAFIYA CHOUDHURY AND HER
COLLEAGUES AT ADCOMM ON BEING
AWARDED THE BENSON AND HEDGES
CoNTRACT FRoM BTC.

_The newly

v

sia, Zia-us- dhury.
resident Soeharto in the
Indonesian capital Jakarta on
February 13, according to a
delayed message received here
yesierday, reports BSS.
Reciprocating the senti-
ments President Soeharto ex-
pressed his optimism that
Bangladesh under the leader-
ship of President Shahabuddin
Ahmed and Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina would forge
ahead towards the goal of socio-
economic pros to improve
the living standard of the peo-

ple.

Swedish envoy

TErEsT:ﬁt’Eﬂ' his™ credenfials” To |

calls on Nasim |

Swedish Ambassador to
Bangladesh Anders Johnson
called on Post and Telecommu-
nications Minister Mohammad
Nasim at his secretariat office
yesterday, reports UNB.

Hamin’s condition
improving
By Staff Correspondent
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to arrest the attackers and find
out the real motive behind the
alleged attempt to kill Hamin, a
founder-member of Miles
However, a police officer
said that they had received
some information and were
verifying its authenticity. "The
process of investigation is pro-
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cigarettes on the plea of pre-
venting smuggling and earning
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In a joint statement yester-
day, HUNIK president Na-
tional Professor Dr Nurul Is-
lam and secretary general
Enayetullah Khan urged the
Prime Minister who is an active
supporter of anti-tobacco
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