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The Biman flight for the pil-
grims who will perform Hajj
under the ernment man-
agement will begin on March 16
and continue till April 2. re-
ports UNB.

This was disclosed yesterday
at a high-level interministerial
meetir;% held at the conference
room

Re s Minister with
Religious retary Abdus
Shakur in the chair.

More than 9,000 pilgrims
under the uvc:inmer};il mal_?-
agement will perform Hajj this
year, said an official han&lﬂut.

it said the return flight
would begin from April 20 and
continue till May 6.

The meeting discussed dif-
ferent activities done following
the decision to send the year's
Hajj pilgrims from the under-

See Page 12 col 7

Body to review
.garments
exporters’

 demands
Star Report

The Commerce Ministry has
formed a nine-member com-
mitteeto review the pgarments
exporters' demand for lowering
insurance charges, on export of
apparels.

A circular of the ministry is-
sued yesterday said the commit-
tee headed by a joint secretary
of the ministry will review the
premium rates of fire. flood.
marine and general insurances.

It will submit its recommen-
dations within two months.

Meanwhile. Bangladesh Gar-
ments Manufacturers and Ex-
porters’ Association (BGMEA]
will meet the chairman of Lhe
National Board of Revenue
(NBR) today to press for quick
customs clearance of raw
materials tor the sector.

See Page 12 col 6

Khaleda goes
to Bogra today

. BNP.chairperson and Leader |

of the OpposSition Begum Kha

leda &ia goes to Bogra today to
visit the fire-ravaged New
Market of the industrial town,
reports UNB,

A number of senior leaders
of the party will accompany the
party chairperson during the
visit, says a press release.

Goods worth about Tk two
crore were burnt at the devas-
tating fire at Bogra New Market
on Friday night.

30 tin-shed houses

gutted in city

By Staff Correspondent

A fire destroyed about 30 tin-
shed houses at Maddhya Badda
under Gulshan thana in the city
yesterday afternoon.

The cause of the fire could
not be known immediately,
Fire Service sources said.

Fire fighters from Tejgaon
station took around half an
hour to extinguish the blaze.

No casualty was reported till
last night.

— Inside Today
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PM proposes parliamentary probe body

A Pandemonium reigned in
the Jativa Sangsad yesterday as
BNFP lawmakers demanded a
discussion on the killing of
Shima despite the Prime Minis-
ter's assurance of a parliamen-
tary probe into the death, re-
ports UNB.

After about one and a half
hours of wild noise after Ma-
greb break, Deputy Speaker Ab-
dul Hamid, who was in the
chair, adjourned the session as
he failed to come to grips with
the situation.

The stormy debate erupted
when young BNP member

Mashiur Rahman of Jhenidah
raised the issue and demanded
full-dress discussion on it.

Taking the floor. Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina in-
formed the House of the steps
already taken by the govern-
ment to probe the death of the
garments worker in Chittagong.
~ Hasina asked the law minis-
ter to frame a tough law, provid-
ing capital punishment for
abusing and repressing women.
and sought Opposition support
to pass the planned act.

"We are sincere to deal with
oppression on women .... we

liamentary committee.

will in no way allow the cul-
prits to go unpunished." she
said amidst desk-thumping
cheers by deputies of the ruling
Awami League.

Hasina said a judicial en-
quiry commission had already
been formed on the death of
Shima in Chittagong last week
and if the opposition members
wanted, a parliamentary com-
mittee would as well be formed
for further investigation,

The Leader of the House
asked the opposition BNP to
give two names to form the par-
The

Pandemonium in JS over
hima's death in custody

‘committee members would go to

Chittagong and submit its re-
port within seven days. she
said.

Hasina said the doctor of the
jail was suspended, the jailor
made officer on special duty
(OSD) and a three-member med-
ical team was formed to inves-
tigate whether there was any
lacking in her treatment.

Besides, she said, the home
minister held meetings with
senior officials and steps are
being taken against those who
are responsible lor the incident.

See Page 12 Col 4
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Army ordered to shoot at sight in Tripura

22 more Bengali-speaking
settlers gunned down

NEW DELHI. Feb 16: Tribal
separatist guerillas gunned
down 22 sleeping villagers in
the far-eastern Indian state of
Tripura, in the second such
massacre in four days. officials
said today. reports AFF.

An unspecified number of
militants armed with "sharp
weapons and sophisticated
arms’ stormed two adjoining
villages and opened indiscrim-
inate fire. domestic news agen-
cies said.

The United News of India
(UNI} said the dead included
women and children. Several
others were injured.

The victims were poor non-
tribal Bengali-speaking people.
the Press Trust of India (PTI)

said the attackers torched sev-
eral houses in the villages be-
fore escaping.

In a separate attack the mili-
tants gunned down seven others
in the village of Gauranga in
western Tripura, UNI added.

One of the villages, Ram-
chandraghat, is part of Tripura
Chief Minister Dasarath Deb's
constituency, PTI said. Both
villages were under curfew after
earlier sectarian violence in the
region.

Further details were not
immediately available. There
was no immediate reaction
Irom Tripura's communist gov-
ernment or Deb, who himself is
a tribal but is critical of tribal-
sponsored violence.

Tribal guerillas are leading a
violent campaign in a bid to se-
cede Tripura which has claimed
more then 1.000 lives, mostly
non-tribals.

It was the second scene of
carnage this month in Tripura,
a small state of three million
people, after 15 tribal gunmen
stormed an isolated hamlet on
February 11 and gunned down
18 non-tribal villagers.

That attack took place
barely 25 kilometers (15 miles)
from the state capital Agartala
while Indian Home Minister
Indrajit Gupta, a communist,
was visiting to review the dete-
riorating law and order situa-
tion,

See Page 12 col 7

Pakistani cickes who had arrived in the city yesterday morning, wasted no time to
have a look and feel of the synthetic wicket trooping to the BUET ground for a light
practice session in the afternoon. Story on Page 10

A

— Star photo

[PU cg_r_l_fce roundtable

NEW DELHI, Feb 16: Diver-
gent views were voiced by
delegates at the ongoing Inter-
Parliamentary Conference to-
day on the image of women
puﬁticians in the media, re-
ports PTI.

While one section supported
total restructuring of the gov-
ernmeni communication net-
work, others contended that
media could be used as a means
to an end but could never be an
end in itself.

Participating in a round-
table discussion on the issue,

the Swedish Parliament. said
media influenced how people
viewed the world. and very of-
ten. shaped the public agenda.

In the struggle ol women em-
powerment, knowledge, compe-
tence and “"experience of both
empowered women and equal
men acting in parity and part-
nership were required,” she
stressed.

MS Birgitta Dahl. Speaker of

Divergent views on image of
women politicians in media

MS Dahl said in Sweden,
there was a 44 per cent repre-
sentation ol women in
Parliament. the highest in the
world. "Women in Sweden no
longer are exceptions in the de-
cision-making bodies.” she
said.

Disagreeing with this view-
point. Ms. Anita Pratap, repre-
senting CNN. said men and
women were not treated differ-
ently 'I:?' the media. "It is the
merit of the story that matters.”
she said, adding former bandit
turned politician. Phoolan
Devi, and environmentalist Ms.
Maneka Gandhi hogged Lhe
limelight as the "media has its
own logic and compulsions — it
picks out the extraordinary.”

Miguel Angel Martinez of
Spain observed that the media
dlicl not aspire or pursue the ob-
jective ol ensuring greater pres-
ence and participation of
women in public lile. "Very fre-

See Page 12 Col 3

W Build up movement

against Indian
products: BNP

. BNP Secretary General Ab-
@lul Mannan Bhuiyan yesterday
g¢alled for building up a mass
moveinent against what he
called infiltration of Indian
products into the country de-
stroying its agriculture and in-
dustry, reports UNB.

He was speaking as chief
guest at a central committee
meeting of BNFP's peasant wing
Jatiyatabadi Krishak Dal at
BNP central office. presided
over by acting President of the
organisation Mahbubul Alam
Tara.

Bhuiyan said the govern-
ment has turned into the
hicgest enemy’ ol farmers by
depriving them of fair price of
their produce. Potato. rice and
jute cultivators are not even get-
ting their production cost. he
added.

He alleged that 'the border
was made open by the govern-
ment' and a huge quantity of
potatoes along with other In-
dian goods were coming [rom

See Page 12 Col 4

High-powered
medical team
to probe
Shima’s death

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Feb 16: A
high-powered medical team has

been formed to investigate the .

death of Shima Chowdhury.
sources in the district adminis-
tration said.

Shima, 17. a garments fac-
tory worker was allegedly raped
in October last year by police
personnel and was later kept in
'safe custody' at Chittagong
Jail. She was declared dead
when brought to Chittagong
Medical College Hospital from
the jail at 6:45 pm on February
7.

Meanwhile. the Superinten-
dent of Chittagong Jail. Aminul
Islam., has been made an OSD
and the jail doctor Salahuddin
Ahmed, suspended for their

- negligence in providing timely

treatment to Shima.

A one-member enquiry
commission has already been
sel up. The commission com-
prising a retired judge of the
High Court Division, Dalil Ud-
dinn Ahmed will submit its re-

‘Sie Phigé 12 col 6
Ups & downs in
share market
natural,
says Kibria

By Staff Correspondent

Finance Minister Shah AMS
Kibria ]yesterda}r said that rise
and fall
course of any bourse.

Responding to a query from
a journalist on the recent fall in
share market, the finance min-
ister said, "it's very natural.
Stock exchanges in Hong Kong,
Thailand. New York and Lon-
don also experienced such ups
and downs. After a plunge in the
Bombay share market. India
had set up a national stock ex-
change.”

Kibria wa: speaking during a
press conference of Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina at Zia In-
ternational Airport when the
latter referred the finance min-
ister to answer questions relat-
ing to the share market.

Givir picture of latest
Fat ic sjtuation of the

See Page 12 Col 8

is part of the natural

BANDARBAN. Feb 16: An
armyman was killed and an-
other injured in rebel attack
when troops launched a comb-
ing operation to track dowmn the
tribal insurgents who gunned
down three policemen in an
ambush Saturday, reports UNB.

Official sources said sepoy
Mohammad Mahbub and Abdul
Baten of Ruma Garrison sus-
tained bullet wounds when the
ﬁl;nmen opened fire on them

m a hideout at village Chan-
dapara of Paingdu union in
Ruma thana at about 10 pm.

The attackers fled with an
SMG and amumunition from the
spot after an encounter at the
village. 10 kilometre northwest
of Ruma thana headquarters,
official sources said.

The injured were rushed to
Ruma Garrison Hospital where
Mahbud succeumbed to his
injures this morning.

His body and injured Baten
were flown to Combined Mili-

tary Hospital in Chittagong by

Armyman killed in
Shantibahini firing

helicopier.

Meanwhile. a dawn-to-dusk
hartal called by local unit of
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
was observed in the district to-
day in protest against Satur-
day's kiﬁings.

Offices, educational institu-
tions. and business establish-
ments were closed during the
hartal.

Movement of vehicles in
long route was suspended dur-
ing the shutdown.

Meanwhile Primme Minister
Sheikh Hasina announced a
grant of Tk 100,000 each for the
families of the three policemen
and an army sepoy Killed by in-
surgents in Bandarban hill dis-
trict, oflicial sources said,

The three police constables
— Mannan., Sahor Ali and
Wahidul Islam — were gunned
down while on patrol in the
morning on Saturday.

The President and general
secreta of Parbatya Gano
Parishad. Jalal Uddin Ahmed

See Page 12 Col 8

Agreen;ient soon, hopes PM

'Vested quarters don't
want CHT peace'

By Staff Correspondent

Primie Minister Sheikh
Hasina said vesterday an accord
will be reached soon to restore
peace in the Chittagong Hill
Tracts (CHT).

“It's my firm beliet that we
will be able to restore peace in
the troubled hill region scon,
Inshallah.” Hasina said.

The Prime Minister was ad-
dressing a press conference at
the Zia International Airport
yesterday morning on her re-
turn from Delhi alter attending
the Inter-Parliamentary Union
(IPU} conference on "Towards
Partnership Between Men and
Women in Politics’.

The Prime Minister also
spoke on a wide range of topics
including empowerment of wo-
men. repression on wonien. her
talks with Indian leaders,
repatriation ot Chakima relu-
gees, Indo-Pak relations and

issues of domestic politics.

Asked how long it would
take to signh an accord on CHT.
Sheikh Hasina said. "hopefully
SOOIL. "~ _

She also said that a team ol
the National Committee on
CHT led by Jativa Sangsad
Chiel Whip Abul Hasnat Abdul-
lah would visit Tripura of India
soon Lo expedite the process of
repatriation of Chakma
remgees,

Asked whether she had talks
with her Indian counterpart on
launching an Indo-Bangla joint
drive against insurgency, the
Prime Minister said that her
meeting with H D Deve Gowda
was a courtesy call. She, how-
ever. added that she discussed
Indo-Bangla relations, regional
cooperation and international
issues of connnon concern dur-

See Page 12 Col 1

A dance sequence at an Ekushey function at the Central

Shaheed Minar in the city yesterday.

— Star photo

Ekushey '97

'Novels written
In 25 yrs were
not upto people’s

expectations’
By Staff Correspondent

The novels written in
Bangladesh in the last 25 years
could not tully meet the expec
tations of the people. said Prol
Zulfiqur Matin in the city yes-
lerday.

He was presenting the key
note paper at a lecture session
on "Panchish Bachharer
Bangladesher Upannash” or-
ganised by Bangla Academy as
part of its Amar Ekushey pro-
gramine.

Prof Matin said that the Lib-
eration War, which is so far the
greatest episode in the history
of Bangladesh. occupied a ma-
jor part of this section of Ben-
gali literature.

But the novels, with some
exceptions, could depict the so-
cio-economic life of the people.

He said a new tradition has
also develo in novel writing.
Some writers have produced bi
ographical novels while others
have written novels with com-
mercial interest, he said.

Mahbub Talukdar and Prof
Golam Mustafa took part in the

discussion.

Abu Rusd Matinuddin
presided over the lecture ses-
sion.

Meanwhile. on the third day
of the six-day Ekushey pro-
gramme, Sammilito Sanskri-
tik Jote organised a cultural
show at the Central Shaheed
Minar premises. The pro-
gramme included poetry recita-

See Page 12 col 7

Nawaz Shérif takes office toda

ISLAMABAD, Feb .G Pak-
istan's new Prime Minisier
Nawaz Sharil takes office to-
morrow, armed with a massive
popular mandate but facing an
equally challenging agenda
with the nation looking up to
him with high hopes, reports
AFPFP.

The tasks ahead include im-
}}rmnng an economy plagued by
yudget deficits, high inflation
and 30 billion dollar external
debis. and satisfying people’s
aspirations for relief and a
clean administration.

On the external affairs front
loom the unrelenting tensions
with neighbouring India, and
the festering-factional conflict
in Afghanistan that has marred
Pakistan's hopes of increased
trade through reaching out to
Central Asia by land.

Sharif, 48. whose earlier
1990-93 tenure as prime minis-
ter was cut short midway by a
power struggle with then Presi-
dent Ghulam Ishaq Khan, is to
be sworn in for a new five-year
term by President Farooq
Ahmed Leghari.

He starts it amid extensive
goodwill, even from deposed
remier Benazir Bhutto, who
Laa wished him "good luck” de-
spite her bitterness over what
she called 'engineered’ results in
the February 3 general election.

Sharif, whose Pakistan
Muslim League (PML) together
with allies commands a two-
thirds, majority in the 217-
member National Assembly,
pledged 'full respect’ for the op-
position.

Political analyst Aali Rizvi
said: "The first three to six
months will mark a crucial test

Qi "economic and. AnEnelst

Former Pakistani

prime minister Benazir Bhutto (R)

stands near her main political rival Nawaz Sharif in the
National Assembly (Lower House) in Islamabad yesterday.

The two leaders exchanged friendly

rreetings after

Benazir withdrew her nominees for S}I:gleu er and Deputy

Speaker of the house.

domains.”

The new leader has taken a
cautious line on the future of a
Council for Defence and Na-
tional Security (CDNS) set up by
Leghari before the elections to
altf and advise the government
on major national issues.

Sharif has the authority on

aper to abolish the Council.
ut he has indicated no such in-
tention as he gets ready to take
wer, apparently conscious of
E:rplng relations with the pow-

erful

military on the right
course.

euters/UNB photo

He has also been non-com-
mittal on whether he would
scrape a constitutional Fruvi-
sion that gives the head ol state
discretionary authority to dis-
solve the Assembly, which has
been used four times in the past

eight years.

The outgoing caretaker
rime minister, Malik Meraj
halid, has termed the article a

"safety value," sa it had al-
ready prevented milit inter-
vention in times of political
crisis is the past.

e

Hartal observed
In Jessore
protesting

fertiliser crisis

From Our Correspondent

JESSORE. Feb 16: A half-day
hartal was observed today in
Nowapara Bazar under Ob-
hainagar thana in the district
in response to the call given by
local unit of Bangladesh Krisak
Sangram Samity to protest
against the on-going fertiliser
Crisis in the area.

Moveimnent of all vehicular
trallic. shops and business cen-
lres remained suspended during
the hartal period.

A protest rally, organised by
Bangladesh Krishak Sangram
Samity, was held in front of a
local cinema hall in the morn-
ing and was addressed by lead-
ers of the samity. .

At the rally. the leaders ol
Lthe samity announced a pro-
gramme from February 17 to 26
including gherao of thana office
and district office of adminis-
tration in south-western zone
of the e¢ountry. They also
threatened a half-day hartal on
February 27 if their demands
#re not meet by February 26.

Govt planning to
provide low-cost
1mgat10n
facilities
By Staff Correspondent

Government is actively con-
sidering to provide low-cost ir-
rigation [facilities to tarmers
for augmenting the foodgrain
production in the country.

Food and Agriculture Minis-
ler Begum Motia Chowdhury
stated this while replying to
questions at the Jatiya Sangsad
yeslerday.

Responding to a question by
Treasury Bench lawmaker Nu-
rul Islam Nahid. the minister
said the government was con-
sidering to bring back the irri-

galion sector under Agriculture
Ministry again. which was sep-

See Page 12 col 6

RUTA to go for
token hunger

strike today

From RU Correspondent

RAJSHAHI. Feb 16: Rajshahi
University Teachers' Associa-
tion [RUTA) will stage a token
hunger strike tomorrow
(Monday) demanding immedi-
ate removal of Vice Chancellor
Prof M Yusuf Ali.

The teachers will observe the
strike in front of the Senate
House on the campus from 8 am
to D piil.

The RUTA., at a meeting on
February 6 with its president
Prol Shahidul Islam in the

See Page 12 Col 8

BCL enforces
8-hour hartal
in Gopalpur

From Our Correspondent

TANGAIL. Feb 16: An eight-
hour hartal was obse in
(i{éf)alpur thana of the district
today at the call of the thana
unit of Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL) to protest the ar-
rest of some of its leaders yes-
lerday.

Siddikur Rahman, a local
leader of Awami League, Ena-
mul Kabir join convener ol
yopalpur thana unit of BCL and
two other partgdwurktrs. Biman
Shaha and Abdur Rahim and
Jubo League leader Azad were
arrested on charge of terrorism.
They were produced in the
Gopalpur thana Cognizance
Court at Tangail today and re-
leased on bail.

The thana unit of the BCL
organised a protest rally at the
Pourashabha Crossing today.
The rally was addressed by
among others Rafiqul Islam
convener of the thana unit of
the BCL. The speakers de-
manded immediate removal of
the OC of the thana for his al-
leged partisan attitude against
BCL leaders and activists.



