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Awami League General Secretary and M

B

hnister for LGRD and Cooperatives Zillur Rahman

addressing a public meeting orgamised by the City Awami Lcague at the Bangabandhu

Avenue on the occasion of 'Democracy Killing Day' yesterday.

3 policemen shot dead
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arms. But none could be arres-
ted.

Besides, all security patrols
in the hill districts were alerted
immediately after the incident,
the sources added.

It may be recalled that a sub-
inspector of police. Shafiqul Is-
lam. was also killed at the same
area on 13 October last year.

LINB adds from Bandarban:
A police contingent led by the
OC of Ruangchhari thana vis-
ited the spot. Additional SP of
Bandarban district Mohammad
Jashim Uddin also visited the
spot.

Ruangchhari thana assumed
that foreign-made ammunition
was used in the killing. "I have
never seen such bullet,” a police
official on the scene also said.

Police force has been rein-
forced in the troubled area.

This is the first killing inci-
dent after the peace talks held
in the capital January 25-27 be-
tween the government and Par-
batya Chattagram Jana Sang-
hati Samity (PCJSS). the politi-
cal wing of the UHT#E guerillas.

The next meetifig between
PCJSS and government sides
aiming to resolve the Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts problem is
scheduled for March 12.

Officials said the killing
took place in flagrant bieach of
the current ceasefire that ends
on March 31.

Bandarban Hill District Lo-
cal Government Council
Chairman Maung Kuy Chin
Chowdhury and MP Bir Ba-
hadur in a joint statement con-
demned the Killing.

"Such incident will disrupt
the peace process as the gov-
ermment is trying its best to re-
solve the problems of Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts through dia-
logue with the PC.JSS people.”
the statement said.

In separate statements. dis-
trict BNP convenor and former
MP Ma Mya Ching, BNP district
convening committee members
Prof Mohammad Osman and
Advocate Kazi Mohotul Hossain
Jatna also condemned the
killing.

Yasmin murder
From Page 1

that Amrita Lal Barmaii was a
mentally unsound and prayed
for relieving him of the case.

The court forwarded the
matter to the civil surgeon of
Rangpur for medical test of the
accused.

The courl was adjourned till
February 25 next.

Shahabuddin
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dent saic.

President Shahabuddin said
the educational arena was uii-
der the grip of terrorism and
warned that its consequences
would not be "good" for the na-
tion.

"l urge the political leaders —

do not use the students for petty

political interests." he added.

During the day-long visit,
President Shahabuddin also
separately met with govern-
ment and judicial officials and
the members of the district bar.

He 1old the officials to serve

the people with honesty and
dedication,

“Try 1o love the people, oth-
erwise yvou cannot be a good
public servant,  he said.

In this connection, he cited
an example set by a civil ser-
vant, Akhtar Hamid Khan. who
himself queued in front of a ra-
tionn shop for drawing his own
rations during the Second
World War while posted as the
SDO of the then Netrakona sub-
division.

— Star photo

AL to protect
democratic rights
of people: Zillur

LGRD and Cooperatives Min-
ister Zillur Rahman yesterday
said Awami League was deter-
mined to protect democratic
rights of [EE people achieved
through long struggle under the
leadership of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina, reports BSS.

The minister was speaking
as chief guest at a rally at Ban-
gabandhu Avenue organised by
the party's city unit in obser-
vance of 'democracy killing
day.’

Zillur Rahman said the au-
tocratic government of Begum
Khaleda Zia held a farcical elec-
tions under her one party rule
on February 15 last year deny-
ing the popular demand of all
political parties to hold a free
and fair general election under
the supervision of a caretaker
government.

Presided over by city Mayor
Mohammad Hanil, the meeting
was addressed by Rahmat Ali
MP, Mamtaz Hossain, Dr
Mostafa Jalal Mohiuddin, Sid-
dique; Rouf Khan, Shahara
Khatun, Mukul Bose, Akhter Ul
Alam and Juba € secretary
general Kazi Igbal Hossain.

Teenaged boy
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The shop was shuttered.

Fire fighters extinguished
the fire in about half an hour
and recovered the body of Za-

kir. The body was handed over
to Shabujbagh thana police.

The body was later sent to
the DMCH morzue for autopsy.
police added.

The fire might have origi-
nated either from electric short
circuit or mosquito coil, police
and fire tighters said.

Draft report on
local govt

reviewed

A meeting of the Local Geov-
ernment Commission was held
at the Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban
yesterday with its president
Advocate M Rahmat Ali MP in

the chair, BSS.
The meeti reviewed the
draft of the Commission

with a view to finalising it.

"Supply of urea
satisfactory’

A consultative committee on
fertiliser yesterday said supply
of urea in all districts and its

Bncc are satisfactory, reports

The committee at a mee
at the culture Ministry re-
viewed the production, steck
and prices of fertiliser includ-

ing urea during the current boro
Season.

JS session
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business that include amend-
ing the JS Rules of Procedure to
pave the way for formation of
parliamentary standing com-
mittees on ministries with
non-minister MPs heading
those, taking a concrete deci-
sion on introducing Prime
Minister's question-answer
session and making a legisla-
tion providing for reconstitu-
tion of the local governments.

The session may also have
general discussions on the law
and order in the country, the re-
cently signed Ganges water
sharing treaty with India and
so on. Besides, the Law Minister
is expected to introduce a bill
seeking separation of the Judi-

ciary from the Executive
branch of the state.
But Treasury Bench sources

hinted last night that it was
still uncertain whether the ses-
sion would witness all these
business completed. "We can be
sure about these things only af-
tér a meeting of the JS Business
Advisory Committee. The Advi-
sory body would meet after
Sﬁeaker Humayun Rashid
Chowdhury returns home." an
influentia member of the
Treasury Bench said,

The Speaker, who is now vis-
iting India, is scheduled to re-
tum by February 19.

Danish minister
due Feb 22

The Danish Minister for De-
velopment Cooperation, Paul
Nielson, is scheduled to pay a
vigit to Bangladesh from Feb-

22-27 to discuss matters
of bilateral cooperation, re-
UNB.

This will be the first visit of

a Danish Minister to Bang--

ladesh since 1981.

Ekushey ’97
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over the lecture session while
Dr Halima Khatun-and Hasan
Hafiz took part in the discus-
sion. One of the Directors of
Bangla Academy, Azharul Is-
lam, delivered the welcome ad-
dress.

Today's session that will be-
gin at 4 pm will be devoted to
"Panchish Bacharer
Bangladesher Upannash”. Prof
Julfiqur Matin will present the
key not paper. Dr Abu Rushd
Matinuddin will preside over
the lecture session while Mah-
bub Talukdar and Prof Gulam
Mostafa will take part in the
discussion.

Meanwhile, on the second
day of the six-day Ekushey pro-
grammes of Sammilito

angskritik Jote, a cultural
show was organised at the Cen-
tral Shaheed Minar yesterday.

Chinha and Muktodhara re-
cited poems, Nasima Shahin
and Arifa Nisat rendered songs
and Theatre, Probartana and
Art Theatre staged dramas.

Today's programme will
start at 4 pm at the Shaheed
Minar premises.

Hasina calls
on Sharma

NEW DELHI, Feb 15: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina, now
in the Indian capital to attend
the specialised Inter-Parlia-
mentary Conference, called on
President Shanker Dayal Shar-
ma at the Rashtrapati Bhavan
here today, reports BSS.

The Prime Minister stayed
with the president for sometime
and discussed matters of mu-
tual interest.

Foreign Secretary Farooq
Sobhan and Bangladesh High

Commissioner to India C M
Shafi Sami were present.
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PM: Women's role
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ensuring genuine gender equal-
ity.

Recalling the Beijing World
Conterence on Women, she said
it not only proclaimed the
rights of women in every aspect
of life but also gave a Platform
of Action.

Some 250 members of par-
l_if_ment from 77 countries are
attending the five-day spe-
cialised conference, organised
jointly by the Inter-Parliamen-
tary Union (IPU) and Indian
Parliament.

From Bangladesh, Speaker
Humayun Rasheed Chowdhury.
Forest and Environment Min-
ister Begum Sajeda Chowdhury,
Deputy Minister for Primary
and Mass Education Zin-
natunessa Talukder, Whip
Mizanur Rahman Manu and
MPs Abdul Alim. Begum Khor-
shed Jahan Haque, Bharati
Nandi Sarkar. Rabeya Bhuiyan
and Khaleda Khanam are par-
ticipating the conference.

At the beginning of the
working session, Speaker of In-
dian Lok Shaba PA Sangma
was elected president and
deputy chairperson of Rajya
Shaba Dr Najma Heptullah
vice-president of the confer-
CICe.

Commemorative postage
stamps and coins were released
to mark the occasion of the con-
ference.

Hasina said despite the sac-
rifices made by them and their
contributions in building up the
family as the nucleus of society
and civilized life, women were
relegated to an inferior posi-

[ tion.

She observed that unequal
opportunities in education and
trainin%f. unequal access to
health facilities, limited rights
in owning wealth and assets
and denial of the right to exer-
cise political power condemned
them to a subordinate status in
most societies,

Pointing to the gﬁ‘eat changes
in perceptions on the gender is-
sue over the last two decades,
the Prime Minister said politi-
cal and economic life was still
dominated by the privileged
and powerful and, therefore,
largely by men.

Democratic politics has to
encompass all the people re-
gardless of gender and class, she
added.

She recalled the valour of
Pritilata Wadeddar, Kalpana
Dutta, Ila Mitra, Matangini
Hajra whose heroic deeds in-
%pire lhﬂ1 llglﬂtiun even today.
sreemalti Indira Gq :
an example uf dgﬁéﬁ%ld‘;%é
to Indian people and Rokeya
Sakhawat Hossain who stands
unparalleled as a pioneer in so-
cial reform and champion of
women rights.

Indeed, society judges these
women as exception, she said,
informing the world parlia-
mentarians that Bangladesh
constitution, passed by the Par-
liament during stewardship of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, pguarantees equal
rights to the women of the coun-
try in every sphere of life.

The Prime Minister also
said the legal framework for
ending discrimination against
women was strengthened when
Bangladesh became a signatory
to the Convention on Elimina-
tion of all forms of Discrimi-
nation against Women.

She mentioned the identi-
fied critical areas of concern for
women of Bangladesh as gender
equality, women's autonomy
and women's paid work.

Women's marginalised posi-
tion in national politics, espe-
cially electoral politics, has

gone through remarkable
changes during the political
and civil movements of the
eighties and nineties when
women from all strata of soci-
ety including housewives ac-
tively participated, said Sheikh
Hasina expressing her satisfac-
tion that women politicians in
different political parties have
emerged in their own right as
frontline leaders.

Only one woman was elected
to the second parliament in
1979-82 but seven women were
directly elected in the current
Parliament. “This is an encour-
aging development,” she told
Lthe distinguished gathering.

Confessing that this is only
a start and there is still long
way to go. the Prime Minister
told the conference that her
iqﬂvﬂmment is about to place a
ocal government bill in Par-
liament which will not only de-
centralise the administration
but involve women even in the
rural areas with the institu-
tions envisaged in the bill.

Women in all the tiers of the
local government will be di-
rectly elected, she said.

Hasina lauded the role of
private and non-government
organizations for their activi-
ties al the grassroots level,
which has started to change the

attitudes of the rural women
who are beginning to yearn for
a change from their subordinate
status.

The Bangladesh Prime Min-
ister hoped that this conference
would deal with key issues con-
fronted by women all over the
world but esl:)ecia]]},r in the de-
veloping world.

She said effective parinec-
ship, one hardly needs to ei-

phasise, between men and |

women in politics would re-
main an unfulfilled objective
unless the right steps are taken
for the empowerment of women
politically.

The Prime Minister thanked
the United Nations for organis-
ing the Rio Earth Summit
(1992), the Population and De-
velopment Conference in Cairo
(1994) and World Social Devel-
opment Summit in Copenhagen
(1995) and a number of other
global conferences that at-
tached the highest priority to
the rights of women and chil-
dren. .

Against the backdrop of
lobal acknowledgment of these
asic rights, she laid emphasis

on identification and removal
of the constraints that do not
allow the realization of latent
potentials of women.

"We have to plan for a dy-
namic and comprehensive role
for women as we step into the
next millenniumi just three
years trom now."

President of Namibia S A M
Njuma, former President of Ice-
land Ms Vigdis Fimbogadottir,
Assistant Secretary General of
the United Nations Ms Angela
King and Member of the Cham-
ber of Deputies of Tunisia Faiza
Kefi also addressed today's ses-
sion.

The Namibian President
said process of sh between
men and women implies the
sharing of responsibilities, de-
cision-making, as well as ideas
and experience so that society
at large could be benefited.

"It is important to ensure
ender equality in politics.”
juma told the function.

A focus on gender relations
represents a departure from the
narrow focus on male and fe-
male to a broader and inte-

ated perspective which ad-
ressed the role of men and
women in development.
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destructive

residence yesterday on the occasion of their joining the BNP.

Khaleda
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cotted the elections, resorted to
acts to foil the
hard-earned democracy, she
said.

Begum Zia criticised the gov-
ernment for the unrest in Jes-
sore Jail and the killing of
Shima Chowdhury in Chit-
tagong Jail. She charged the
government with pursuing the
“politics of killing”.

The meeting was addressed,
among others, by Prof Jaha-
nara Begum, Begum Selima
Rahman. Amanullah Aman,
MP. Jainal Abedin Faruk, MP,
and four former women MPs of
JP who joined the BNP.

Food production
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per hectre, but till now we have

exhausted only half of this po-
tential. There i1s much scope to
increase output by using latest

technology and high-yielding
varieties.”

Moreover. only 3.1 million
hectres out:of 7.5 million hec-
tres of cultivable laixl are now
covered by irrigation facilities
and there is vast scope for ex-
panding the facilities.

"If supplementary irrigation
is provided, 16 drought-prone
northern districts can produce
al least 33 per cent more food-
gll—lajnﬁ than what they are pro-

cing now," the official said.

- When approached for her
views, Food and Agriculture
Minister Begum Motia Chowd-
hury said, "We want to think
and work in a practical man-
ner. Attaining the set target by
the year 2000 would be rather
impractical. In our endeavour
to attain self-reliance in food
production, we are going to take
the benefit of experience and
expertise from our predeces-
sors.” Referring to the planned
roundtable, the minister said,
"There is no alternative to con-
sensus. We will seek s
from all former ministers and

| advisers concerned.”

-
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A group of Jativa Mahila Party leaders presenting a bouquet to BNP chairperson

4

and
Leader of the Opposition in Jatiya Sangsad Begum Khaleda Zia at her Minto Road official
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From Page
and food grains. In the first five
months of this year there has
been a tl:%ualitativ: improve-
ment in the content of import.”
Kibria said.

Import of consumer goods
declined by 43 per cent mis-
cellaneous goods by 36.74 per
cent. Import of intermediate
goods increased by 23.84 per
cent, industrial goods by 91.04
per cent, industrial raw materi-
als by 17.67 per cent and capital
machinery by 21.03 per cent
clunnﬁ the od.

"This feature of import
promises more production and
export in future,” he said. "At
the same time, export increased
by 6.6 per cent during July-De-
cember period. but we are look-
ing at the export scenario
closely.” From the beginning of
this fiscal year, export earnings
on an average per month hov-
ered around 350 million dol-
lars. In December it reached 423
million dollars.

"But we had a very unsatis-
factory develop t in leather
export whlr:h't:lecﬂrnd by 13 p
cent during July-December.

rt of g nts also declined

seven million dollars to
1076.29 million dollars durin
the period improved to that o
the corresponding period of the
previous year.

"These are matters of great
concern and | have discussed
the issues with the € con-
cerned and banks. We. have al-
ready advised the Bangladesh
Bank to closely examine and
take steps to relieve nts
exporters from extra banking
charges,” he said.

"We have also advised the
banks that stocklots faced by
garments factories due to dislo-
cation of exports during 1996
should be examined sympathet-
ically to help them overcome
the difficulties.

"On the other hand, we have
decided to provide Tk 500 crore
from the nationalised com-
mercial banks and develop-
ment financing institutions to

. the genuine entrepreneurs for

Economic

situation
setting up backward linkage in-
duamcu.‘PKjbna said.

"l have also discussed the
problems of the leather sector
with the industries minister.

Problems in the sector as re-

ards licy will be removed
Sgﬂﬂl‘l iz Iﬁunsgured.

Flow of remittances is also
satisfactory, according to the
finance minister. Remittances
increased 22.99 cent to
721.77 million dollars during
the first six months of this fis-
cal year com to 586.84
million dollars in the corre-
sponding period last year. he
said.

About the government's bor-
rowing, the {inance minister
differed with the view that it
has increased to an abnormal
proportion.

e total burruwlr;% of the
government in the [lirst six
months is still about Tk 100
crore less than the previous
year's amount for the same pe-
riod," he mentioned. "During
July-December 1996, the bor-
rowing stood at Tk 1328.21
crore while it was Tk 1228.54
crore (in the corresponding pe-
riod) last year."

However, he said, borrowing
from the banking sector in-
creased to Tk 877 crore till. De-
cember, 1996, as against Tk 508
crore of last year's.

On the other hand, borrow-
ing through savings instru-
ments is much lower than last
yﬁlar'& It uh;t:nd l-?jt Tk 819 crore
till Decem this st
Tk 351 crore lastytaryﬁ.u il

"This hnlppem:d because of
lowering of interest rates on
savings instruments,” he said,
“But borrowing from the bank-
ing system is cost-effective for
the government because of low
interest rate.”

Revenue collection during
the first six months of this fi-
nancial year also increased
10.28 per cent to Tk 5723.
crore. "But this is still two per
cent short of the . We have
i)lanncd vigorous revenue col-
ection to overcome the situa-
tion.” he mentioned. '
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