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Gender Equality

At the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) summit
in New Delhi all the speakers, including
Bangladesh premier Sheikh Hasina, have made a
strong plea for gender equality in every sphere of
life. Although the focus of this global conlerence —
organised by the 135 nation IPU and the Indian
government — has been on the gender issue in the
area of politics in particular, the deliberations
have naturally touched upon social, legal and
economic aspects as well.

We are happy to hear that Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina has reaffirmed her personal and
her party’'s commitment to an ideal environment
where both men and women can realise their po-
tentials in full. The prime minister has proudly
cited instances of the glorious role played by some
famous women of Bengal in the struggle against
foreign rule. The point she seems to make is that
women were never shy when it came to the
question of national liberation and self-determi-
nation. While we fully agree with her on the point
of women's courage and sacrifice, we also point at
the oppression, religious sanctions and all kinds
of discriminations women are being continually
subjected to.

Now that Sheikh Hasina is in power, nothing
should prevent her from taking steps towards
bringing in the gender balance. Only fulfilling the
constitutional obligations incumbent upon the
premier, and other provisions binding according

to international covenants R such as the
convention on elimination of all forms of
discrimination against women., to which

Bangladesh is a signatory — will go a long way in
reducing the gender disparities. To our mind,
women have proved their worth nowhere so pro-
nouncedly as in the use of micro-credit at the
grassroots level. Compared to men these women at
the bottom-rung have proved themselves more el-
ficient, productive and diligent in using scarce
national resource.

This is tremendously encouraging for our soci-
ety. The government has to take bold decision and
implement them with determination. Under her
leadership, let Bangladesh become a leading light
as far as gender equality in developing countries is
concerned.

English-medium Schools

We understand the government is bracing up to
take a role in regard to the rapidly growing
English-and mixed-medium private schools. Its
plan seems to be two-fold: have a seven-member
committee headed by an additional secretary of the
Education Ministry go into the operational details
of the schools in question and thus get a basis for
the formulation of a policy for this stream of
education.

While a long-felt public concern is being ad-
dressed by the present government, we cannot help
advise measured steps in an area which has grown
entirely out of its own dvnamics. By all means, let
the relevant data about such schools be collected,
collated and fed into the computer to vield a sound
policy frame-work: but the whole exercise should
be purely academic without being overbearing and

smacking of stepping on some centipedes, as it
were. |

The Education Ministry must basically realise
that the proliferation of English-medium or bi-
lingual schools ‘even to the thana level hardly
comes as a tribute to the record of numerical and
other inadequacies besetting the government-run
schools. Those institutions, especially several
English-medium schools in our cities, have been a
major source of quality education in the country.
They serve a need, fill a vacuum. Armed with top
grades attained from these schools at the O and A
Level examinations, our boys and girls make it to
the prestigious institutions abroad. Theretore, in-
stead of being demanding of or interfering with
such forms of schooling, we should be observant
and appreciative of the reasons of their success
like the flexibilitv and autonomy they exercised or
the latest educational equipment or aids they
pressed into service. Let's help replicate these.

Yes, down the road many charlatans have
intruded into the trade and opened shops with
their arbitrary entry fees and not much of a
qualified teaching strength, balanced curriculum
or decent accommodation. If a healthy compe-
tition is encouraged they will die a natural death.

A Course on Courtesy

For anyone to show courtesy in public is a mind-
lifting experience. For the uniformed people, it is a
manifest act of valour suffusing a rather mundane
but obligatory performance of duty as public ser-
vants.

This standard was not held by the BDR jawans
numbering more than 90 at the Barisal steamer
terminal on 14th February night. They reportedly
not only refused to part with any space on Dhaka-
bound steamer PS Masud in the face of on rushing
passengers, but also had the temerity of using belts
and lathis on some of them. The situation hotted
up so much so that the DC and SP had to arrange
the BDR personnel's evacuation from the steamer
and a separate journey to Dhaka onboard a
commandeered launch.

Liveries are given to be put on as an emblem of
belonging to a certain professional cadre of pride
and prestige not as a sign of arrogance at the drop
of a hat — before tax-paying fellow citizens. We are
not saying mobbing is praise-worthy: but why
whip it up by avoidable acts of indiscretion
bristling tempers? A little bit of accommodative
spirit to the passengers would have made a huge
difference winning them a hearty gratitude of the
public. Even a timely approach to the authorities
for a mediation could have helped.

We are all in a democracy which demands pub-
lic-friendly behaviour from the law enforcement
personnel. It is time a course on public courtesy
|_was included in their training programme.
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Chechnya : Coexistence with Moscow

ITH the successful and

peaceful holding of el-

ections in Chechnya,
the deck 1is cleared for
substantive talks between the
Chechen leader Aslan
Maskhadov and Russian leader
Boris Yeltsin. The talks are not
Eccﬂng to be easy — this much can

safely predicted.

Chechnya. ncstllnghin the
Caucasus mountains, has wit-
nessed high drama since the
break up of the Soviet Union in
1991. She declared indepen-
dence. Leadership in Moscow
stunned by the speed of events,
which saw a large part of her
country splintered and the
birth of new independent Re-
publics, tried desperately hold-
ing operation. Whereas she
recognised the independence of
Central Asian Republics and
some states of Caucasus and
Azerbaijan, she refused to ac-
cept the independence of
Chechnya. Moscow was draw-
ing the line beyond which she
would not allow the movement
for independence to grow.

Skirmishes followed and ul-
timately led to open warfare
with the Chechens in December
1994 when Moscow sent troops
to quell the Chechen rebellion.
This was the first time Moscow
was sending troops since her
debacle in Afghanistan where

- Hasina while a
P delegation m:
population Council in her
secretariat office on 21st
January last sounded some
policy guidelines for her gov-
ern:nent in an effort to put the
economy on an even keel. True,

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina'

serves a citizenry
weary of economic hard times
and people are hardly inter-
ested in anything that does not
contribute to their well-being.
Evidences are galore that the
country’'s poverty-reduction
schemes rarely reached the re-
alii.! poor any mentionable re-
sult. Huge amounts of foreign
currency received either as loan
or grants have been channeled
in projects that have benefited
only a handful of party pen]pla
keeping the vast populace below
poverty line. Because of the
emergence of a dynamic middle
class who have witnessed
shocking disparity of incomes
between the haves and the have-
nots, deep rooted antagonisms
have now surfaced.

All told, unless there is well-
designed reforms package that
engages efforts in areas like ed-
ucation, population control,
health care and job creation no
government how much demo-
cratic ,it proclaims itself, can
achieve the desired goal. Prime
Minister has indicated to the
courncil that her %_uv:mm:nt is
working towards formulating a
national p:}pu]atim;l p}l{an t!:ar-

etin Hliterag as the ac-
%ﬂl‘ f-:ﬁ' the ba es:gvf the
country. Without expansion of
educational programme that re-
lates to population planing, all
developmental efforts will
wither out. The country has

rofoundly

RIME Minister Sheikh
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In the present changed atmosphere of Moscow, where media is pretty much free, the pictures of dying Russian

soldiers started creating real problem for Yeltsin. Thanks to the deal signed
Maskhadov, the last Russian soldiers have been withdrawn from Chechnya.

_she fought for long 10 years and
paid the ultimate price of dis-
memberment of her country. In
Chechnya Moscow fought for

hmF 21 months.

t was evident right from the
outset that Moscow did not have
the heart to get bogged down in
protracted warfare like in
Afghanistan. In the altered sit-
uation following the collapse of
the Soviet Union and the wind

of change blowing hard
thr the Russian Federa-
tion, Moscow had to opt quickly
for a ted settlement.

This became all the more
pressing as the health question
of Boris Yeltsin started attract-
ing more and more attention,
The situation started looking
ominously like the dying days
of Brezhnev. Boris Yeltsin put
in charge Gen Alexander Lebed.
his National Security Adviser.
He was armed with full powers
to make a deal. It is to the credit
of Gen Lebed that he man to
earn the confidence of the
Chechen leadership. He struck a
deal with Maskhadov pavin
the way for the withdrawal o
Russian soldiers. Young Rus-

ha | The Horizon This Week

Arshad-uz Zaman

in the
ped, inhospitable ter-
: hechnya, had already
+ started creating problems for
Yeltsin.

sian conscripts dying
SNow ca
rain of

In the present changed at-
mosphere of Moscow, where
media is pretty much free, the
pictures of dying Russian sol-
diers started creating real
problem for Yeltsin. Thanks to
the deal signed between Gen
Lebed and Maskhadov, the ]ast
Russian soldiers have been
withdrawn from Chechnya.

In the meantime Boris
Yeltsin had been elected Presi-
dent of Russia. This happened
in the second round of haﬂf}tjn
when Gen Alexander Lebe
brought his powerful support on
the side of Yeltsin. Gen Lebed

did a remarkable job of hﬂnﬁ—
ing to an end the war in Chec
nya. Robust and looking you
for his 53 years, he appear
more and more as the dauphin
to the aging and seriously ill
Yﬂltﬂini:l

In the tortuous power poli-
tics of the Kremlin, Ycltain.pﬁn—
der the prodding of his close
aldes, has relieved Lebed of his
responsibilities. Yet Lebed
fought the presidential elec-
tions and came a respectable
third in the first round. Thanks
to the media he stalks the Rus-
sian stage. Moscow and for that
matter the whole world is
watching the health of Boris
Yeltsin as a most important
event. The reports are far from
encouraging,

Russia

as welcomed the

between Gen Lebed and

emergence of Aslan Maskhadov
as a valid partner for talks.
Maskhadov has garnered
nearly 65 per cent of votes and
his nearest rival is many per-
centage points behind. The

lls were hold in a truly peace-
ul atmosphere and the poll
watchers mainly from the Eu-
ropean Union have highly
praised the manner the election
was held. Maskhadov thus
emerges as the undisputed
leader of the Chechens He has
been a General in the army and
should be ideally suited to carry
out negotiations.

There is tough bargaining
ahead for the two parties.
Chechnya declared her inde-
Bcndenc: shortly before the

reak up of the Soviet Union.
She fought a bitter 21 month
war with the Russian troops
and held more than her own.
She has seen her capital Grozny
literally razed to the ground by
Russian bombardment.

The people of Chechnya has
iven carte blanche to
askhadov to deal with the sit-

uation. There is not much lee-
way for Maskhadov. He cannot

For Instituting a National Revival

If Bangladesthaa to chart out a path towards development, the government must think of
enhancing the present four per cent growth rate to speed up reform, suggests

Md Asadullah Khan

long experienced birth rates
that add more than 2.4 million
annually to its population.
Government as well as people in
the country are aware that fam-
ily planning, still a controver-
sial issue, needs to be energeti-
cally reactivated if the demo-
graphic numbers are not to
overwhelm Ilimited resources
available for economic devel-
opment.

Unwanted babies often be-
come uncared for children. The
country's streets are teeming
with boys and girls whose battle
for a decent life was lost the day
they were born. The Prime Min-
ister has stressed the need for
women's education and asserted
that women's rights that has
undergone shocking deteriora-
tion must be established in all
spheres of life. Reports carried
by the press revﬁar?hat women
in the country are still being
subjected to barbaric punish-
ments for faults that are not
theirs and mostly in situation
when they are-h'}rinﬁ to chart
out a future for themselves
through self-employment op-
portunities. In an emerging
democracy, it is the women who
are most often the well springs
of development. Understand-
ably. with women rernainin
steeped in ignorance, cultur
and social taboos and away
from the light of education, the
children in the family have no
hope of growing into a potential
work force.

People in the country are
wary of their exhausting expe-

riences 1n their day to day life.
People did not have yearnings
for more than "Dal-Bhat”. But
this "Masur Dal" that is still
selling at forty eight taka per Kg
has become almost a luxury for
the vast populace. On the other
hand, pecple have to ront=nd
with the grim fact that foreign
debt is climbing, infant mor-
tality is unacceptably high, nu-
tritional standards are inade-
quate and unemployment, espe-
cially in the cities already
overburdened by jobless youths,
s spawning dangerous social
tensions.

If the country has to chart
out a path towards develop-
ment, it must think of enhanc-
ing the present 4 per cent

owth rate to speed up reform.
t must build a rational agro-
based business, must draw peo-
ple from all places linkinﬁ,
them to the greater world wit
roads, networking them with
modern communication gad-
gets. A country like Bangladesh
needs an upheaval. What is
needed now is that the country
must open to foreign investors
and must chop away its plagu-
ing bureaucracy as John Major,
British Prime Minister, as-
serted during his wvisit to
Bangladesh. ime Minister
definitely wants to cut the red
tape as the country inches open
to foreign investors. In a bid to
analyse the delay in the
implementation ol projects, it
is necessary that the country's
bureaucracy should be exposed

to critical analysis about their
role in different stages of work.

But however gloomy the sit-
uation is, the countrys vast
human capital and new-found
prospects of gas and coal etc. are
readily available for a national
revival if there is enlightened
leadership and a situation
shorn of squabbles and intra-
party feuds.

If the hopes and aspirations
the country's 120 million peo-
ple are to be fulfilled, a new
agenda of action, in line with
what the Prime Minister ex-
pressed, pointing at "illiteracy’
as the core problem, has to be
instituted urgently and work
must be channeled in that di-
rection with a determined ef-
fort. Looking back to the educa-
tional scene we see that the
state of primary education in
the country presents a dismal
look. Classes are being held in
the open while most schools
have no permanent buildings
and are functioning just on a
make-shift basis. without
benches and other educational
inputs. Reports reveal that
there are about 52 thousand
primary schools and 16 thou-
sands Madrasahs in the coun-
try. Most revealing, the present
government's avowed desire to
establish one school in
every village adds a new di-
mension of importance that the

t attaches to literacy
movement in the country. But
the point remains that with
teachers not properly groomed
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| rs for publication in' these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’s real name, signature and

gd.dress.
Jail reform

Sir, Your editorial about the
implementation of the recom-
mendations of the Jail Reform
Commission published on
11.01.97 is a timely one.

In this connection I would
like to mention that two Jail
Reform Commissions, one by
the then East Pakistan gov-
ernment under the chairman-
ship of Mr Rahmatullah,
Commissioner of the Dhaka
Division and the other under
the chairmanship of Justice
Munir by the Government of the
People's Republic of Bangladesh
were constituted earlier. Both
the commissions visited jails of
different countries and thor-
oughly studied their jail codes
and duly submitted their re-
ports with specific recommen-
dations for thorough revisions
of the rules of the existing Jail
Code prepared during the
British period. But the recom-
mendations of these commis-
sions were not implemented by
the government. Lastly, the
government formed a three-
member committee from the
retired jail officers to revise the
existing Jail Code Rules on the
basis ol recommendations
made by the Justice Munir
Commission. | had been one of
the members of the committee.

The committee thoroughly
revised the existing Jail Code
Rules and submitted to the au-
thorities concerned for imple-
mentation. The revised Jail
Code Rules need immediate in-
troduction to bring in a peaceful
atmosphere in the administra-
tion of the jails in Bangladesh.
Md Abdur Razzaque o
Retired Admn O r.

Prisons Directorate, Bangla-

desh

In memory of a
great Rotarian

Sir, 1 sent a new year's
greetings card to a friend wish-
ing him a happy and healthy
new year and was concerned as |
did not %;:t any response from
him which was unusual. Then |
received a big envelope contain-
ing many newspaper cuttlngs
and clippings announcing the
sad demise of Rtn. Carl. L

led in

Schweinfurth, our friend, one
of Mount Vernon's leading
business and civic leaders the
founder of Cederhurst Chamber
Music, the Southern lllinois
open artists competition etc.
etc. He had many accomplish-
ments, services and interests.
He was an educationist, banker,
author and recipient of many
awards. As an active Rotarian,
former District Governor
Schweinfurth received the Ro-
ta Foundation Award in
1993, He was a traveler who
visited 160-plus countries in-
cluding Ba.n%?adeah. He received
Fulbright scholarship and stud-
thiopia and Uganda. He
was one of the first Americans
to visit Vietnam after its bor-
ders were o ed to tourists. He
came to Bangladesh to join the
Ro Dist Conference in 1988
and showed great interest in my
work as voluntary social
worker for the underprivileged
and disabled children of
Bangladesh. On the concluding
dn?r of the conference, Mr Swe-
intu

rth did something which I
will never forget in my life. The

great Rotarian handed over a
cheque to the Foundation
Cuairman of the Rotary District
3280 to make me a "Paul Ilarris
Fellow” in recognition of my
service to the underprivileged. [
would never forget that moment
when the greal Rotarian — more
than six-feet tall, smiling
happily — ornamented me with
the Paul Harris Pin,

While visiting USA my hus-
band and I called him from New
York and he invited us to visit
him in Moun Vernon, Illinois,
and we could not resist seeing
him. When we reached St. Louis
Railway Station, he was there. a
little paler and slimmer than
we first saw him. He explained
he was suffering from cancer
and has been operated upon re-
cently but feeling fine. We felt
embarrassed and admonished
him for taking this trouble of
driving the car to the station.
He just laughed and said he had
to welcome his friends person-
ally who has come all the way
to visit him from Bangladesh.
W stayed with him for a week
and was amazed to see his in-
volvement in various sectors of
the community, in business,

banks, property development,
in music, in organizations, in
religion and in the service of
humanity. | was very much
touched by his care, affection
and concern for us while stay-
ing with him.

After that, we were in con-
stant touch through letters and
cards. I used to invite him to
come to Bangladesh hop to
return some of the care, affec-
tion and concern he bestowed
on us. But it was not destined to

be so.
As Morning . Sentinel, a
newspaper published on 27 De-

cember 1996 in Mount Vernon
wrote "City suffers terrible
loss”. I felt this is our loss too.
Rotary has lost a dedicated Ro-
tarian and the world lost a phi-
lanthropist, educationist, busi-
ness magnet who had a soft
sy:upathetic heart full of love
for everyone in this world.
Munira Khan
Dhaka.

Walking with

commoners...

Dear Sir, On the Eid
morning, while returning from
the Eid jamaat and going
towards Green Road through
Dhanmondi Road #6, | found
one gentleman while enteﬂn% a
house being saluted smartly by
the police guards in that house
{an apartment block). My son,
who was accompanying me,
informed that the gentleman
was a minister.

He was walking alonside all
others mingling with the com-
moners! | was pleasantly sur-
prised and remembered another
incident years back when | was
told later that a gentleman in
the underground compartment
was a minister of that country. |
told many friends of my wish to
have the same experience in my

OWT1 country.
I am still waiting.

M Arnwarul Haqg
Dhaka 1205

. Telephone service

Sir, During the last couple of
years we have seen how much
rampant digging has been done
by the T&T/ALCATEL for the
betterment of the telephone
service in our area. But we came
to know from T&T that there is
no possibility of converting (32)
into 912 number even in distant
future in our area. It may be
mentioned here that many 32
numbers have been changed to
912 in Agargann area. My tele-

hone number is 323285 and
or the last several months | am

receiving many ,wrong nuim-
bers, viz, 323258, 323283,
32329%; 323550. 324285,

e

—_—
. 324295, 324385, 329507. elc.

etc. Sometimes an overseas call
comes asking for any one of the
above mentioned numbers and
we have to say soITy.

Thus our telephone keeps
"us busy all day and night at-
tending mostly wrong numbers.
The matter was first brought to
the notice by me personally to
the Complaint Controller office
at Shyamoli on Nov. 3, Dec. 12
and on December 30, '96. All
the time the Complaint
Controller told me they will
look after it but finally on
December 30 they told me that
the matter is out of their juris-
diction and I have to approach
the Divisional Engineer at
Sher-e-Bangla Nagar. So, | ap-

roached over telephone
813366) to DE Digital 1 on
December 30 '96 and also on
Jan 23 '97 but | was not al-
lowed to talk to DE but the PA
told me that I have to approach
DE—Digital II.

Accordingly, 1 telephoned
(814121) De-Digital 1l on 27
January '97. The PA received
the phone and he told me that
the DE is inside the exchange
and he cannot be reached. The
PA noted down my complain
and address. | wanted to give the
wrong numbers that I am re-
ceiving, but he told me that he
was very busy and he cannot
spare further time for me.

So, finally I am still moving
like a shuttle to get rid of the
problem. Whom should | ap-
proach now? the Chairman
T&T Board or the
Telecommunication Minister?

Mohammad Shamsuzzoha

Ex-Superintending ~ Engineer.
WASA. Dhaka

House 2A, Road 2,

Pisciculture Housing
Mohammadpur, Dhaka

"Whither Dhaka?"

Sir., Thanks are due for the
editorial and comments on the
front page with photo — "City's
air thick, suffocating” — on the
27th January, 1997.

I was in Rajshahi from Au-
gust, '93 to December '96 and of-
ten visited Dhaka but not in the
present state of environment as
stated in your paper. It is really
a pain for us that our city au-
thority is doing nothing. It is
not unlikely that Dhaka will
become a dustbin in near future.

Our city Mayor. Home Min-
ister and Finance Minister
should visit roads, markets and
other places to witness what
was stated in The Daily Star.

M Ali
Khilgaon, Dhalka

f_ .
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to shoulder this gigantic re-
sponsibility and most often
remaining absent from the job
on different pretexts, can this
literacy movement attain the
desired momentum?

Sadly true, poverty situation
in the country has been cited as
the main hurdle to advance-
ment of the cause of literacy
movement. Strikingly true,
rapid population growth and
poverty situation in the country
are closely related. Children in
the poor families, are not en-
couraged to go to schools and
rather per force have to help
their families to keep to whole
family alive. Official statistics
reveal that the rate of popula-
tion growth in the country
stands at 1.8 at present but this
figure is hardly true in the rural
areas and villages. There more
children mean more helping
hand. This spiralling demo-
graphic index has been putting
enormous pressure on the lim-
ited land and other facilities
and this translates into dimin-
ishing resources for develop-
ment and a deteriorating qual-
ity of life in the country. Rapid
population growth has begun to
cause permanent damag
environment in the form of de-
forestation, less land area per
person, dum of toxic wastes
into rivers and streams and
poisoning of farm land with
pesticides. This will ac-
celerate as the population
swells, triggering increased so-
cial unrest.

In overhauling the economy
in order to generate more pro-
ductivity and a more balanced
distribution of wealth, the
Prime Minister has emphasized
to turn this burgeoning popula-
tion into a productive force and
an effective national asset.

That would call for speeding up
"the developinent works freei

the economy of licence an
permits — that suffocating sys-
tem of controls which have long
stymied the country's march to
the cherished goal of develop-
ment.

The Prime Minister's call

e to the.

compromise on the question of
independernce. Since war is out
as a means of settlement. the
two sides will necessarily go for
negotiated political solution.

For Moscow the situation is
complicated due to the fact that
rec:ngmtinn as a separate inde-

ndent State would open the
oodgates of other ethnic popu-
lation living close to Chechnya
in the Caucasus. Thus the
holding operation of Moscow
practiced since 1991 would
evaporate.

Painstakingly Russia has
built up the Commonwealth of

Independent States (CIS) with
headquarters in Moscow. They
have held regular meetings at

Summit level and Moscow has
managed to recover some lost

er

The situation is further
complicated by thl:':rgra?: illness
of Boris Yeltsin. ere is nei-
ther the tradition nor practice
of delegation of authority in the
Kremlin. Yet the decision about
Chechnya, with its farreaching
consequences will have to be
faced. As the world moves to-
wards the 21st century, Chech-
nya will point towards either
coexistence or separation of the
Caucasus from the Russian Fed-
eration,

underscores the necessity of in-
stituting a genuinely honest
government. With corruption
corroding the very soul of the
political structure, the country's
governmental and political
institutions have reached a
Emnt of peril. A national om-

udsman is badly needed at this
hour. Liks say, Sin%apurc. Liee
country must establish severe
punishment for those found
guilty of corruption regardless
of their positions in the society.
Sadly true, in recent times some
political parties have sounded
threats that unless the corrup-
tion cases instituted against
some stalwarts of the past
regime are withdrawn, they will
take to the streets and launch
vigorous movement to topple
the government. No body can
remain immune to the prodess
of law in the country. And that
calls for judicial activism
which would scan the rot and
scam in the political system
and uphold the power of public
opinion. The court, under-
standably, has a great moral
and ethical responsibility,
meaning that it has to be ever
vigilant to ensure that the pro-
ceedings serve nothing but the
public interest. People believe
that in the recently pronounced
judgment in the Indemnit
(Repeal] Ordinance, the Hig
Court division of the Supreme
Court did not faiter.

' In India, éx-Prime Minister
P V Narasimha Rao now has to
face court cases for his alleged
involvement in Lakhubhai
Pathak cheating case and for
charges of forgery and bribery
in two other cases. Pertinently,
CBI raids on the homes of for-
mer telecommunications min-
ister in Rao government that
Eclded an unprecedented cash

to the tune of Rs. 2.42 crore
has not raised any controversy
there. In the same manner Jay-
alalitha, the former Chief Min-
ister of Tamil Nadu has n
put under arrest for abuse of au-
thority and malfeasance.
Keeping such cases in close
view, ple here also feel that
nobody 'in the country, what-
ever his or her social or politi-
cal standm%xlljﬂght be, seem
above law. en that spirit
guides the nation, then and
then only can the country reach
the desired goal.
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OPINION

"Enlistment for Approving
Building Plans”

I feel thankful to The Daily !

Star for the publication of the
itern under the above caption,
on the 4th of February '97, and
encouraged by its contents that
professionals and conscious
individuals are viewing the is-

sue with due seriousness. May I

add a few points to the observa-

tions published and those in my

letter published on 30.01.97.

o If UK imposes its re-

uirement for enlistment,
then it will be an infringe-
ment on the right to practice
as a professional in a free
country. (That too, just when
we were beginning to feel the
taste of freedom!)

* The merit of the professional
degree, the membership of a
professional body, registra-
tion with Joint Stock
Company, and Municipal
trade license, will then
become questionable.

e Since RAJUK's jurisdiction
is limited, all engi-
neers/architects/firms will
also need to register with
CDA, KDA, all Municipal
Corporations and Canton-
ment Board, and they'll be
spending half their time
seeking enlistments,

* The seal and signature of
registered professionals
(doctors. lawyers, chartered
Fif"f'ﬂl!l113l][5} are honoured
anywhere (not requiring in
dependent enlistment) and

there showld be no discrimi
nation against engl-
neers/architects /consul-

tants

* Nowhere in the world do
huilding plan approval au
thorities require such en

listment hy professionals
fincluding our close neigh
bours).

* Requirements/restrictions

can only be imposed on per-
sons seeking pl ap-
proval (meaning the owner)
and not others. RAJUK may
deem it fit to require evi-
dence that the design has
been done by qualified pro-
fessionals, along with other
documentary evidences.

« The practice by quacks
shuunultlziJ not initiate a curb on
the practice by doctors, or
should it? Then why this axe
on engineers and architects?

» As the lawyer cannot enforce
that the client follow his
advice, the doctor cannot en-
force that patients take all
tests and the prescribed
medicine, so the engi-
neer/architect cannot en-
force that soil test is done,
constructions supervised or

built according to de-
sign/drawings.
. RE.JUK should bring to book

(blacklist) those profession-
als whose d#si&ns have
failed (if any). and take ac-
tion against OWNERS of
unauthorised constnictions
| am hopeful that good sense
will prevail and 1IEB, 1AB and
BACE should jointly impress
upon the relevant authorities
the fallacy ot this unjustified
move by RAJUK and this step-
motherly attitude towards a
limited faction ot prolession-
als
| am sure RAJUK s move is
well-intended. however its ap
prehension 1s misplaced, and
appeal that in all falrmess they
reconsider /famend their re-
gquirement for enlistment of
engineers, architects and con
sulting firms, and allow them
the freedom of professional
practice like all other proies-
stonals and in all other free

countries _‘/‘




