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JS session
resumes

today

By Staff Correspondent

The third session of the
country's seventh Jatiya
Sangsad resumes at 3:30 this
afternoon.

The session began on Jan-
uary 15 and was adjourned on
January 29 for the Eid-ul-Fitr.

The Sangsad is scheduled to
have a 24-hour general discus-
sion on a motion of vote of
thanks for the presidential ad-
dress in the House. President
Shahabuddin Ahmed gave his
inaugural address of the year on
the opening day of the third
session.

+ The members of parliament
had an hour of discussion on
the presidential address before
the session was adjourned.

However. the session is
likely to complete some serious

See Page 12 Col 4
Body to probe
death of Shima

The government has formed

a one-member enquiry com-

mission to probe the death of

Shima Chowdhury in “"safe

custody” of Chittagong jail, re-
S JHB

An official announcement
yesterday said the commission
comprising a retired judge of
the Supreme Court's High Court
Division, Dalil Uddin Ahmed,
would investigate the incidents.

" The probe body will submit
its report along with recom-
mendation to the government

within three weeks.

Shima, a garments worker
and an alleged victim of rape
while in Raozan thana police
custody on October 9 last year,
died in the jail on February 7
night.

Shima’s death

mysterious,
says BWLA

By Staff Correspondent |

The Bangladesh Women
Lawyers' Association (BWLA) in

a press release yesier pub-
lis?lcd thWﬂsﬁnﬂ:ﬁL
tlﬁatlnn into the death of
Shima Chowdhury.

Shima, a garments worker,
aged about 17, who was al-
legedly gang raped by some po-
lice men at the Rauzan Police
Station in October last year,
died while under the safe cus-
tody at the Chittagong district
jail on February 7.

The four-page report said
there are enough grounds for
suspicion that Shima died from
paiauning or other causes.

"'The decision to keep the vic-
tim, Shima, and the four ac-
cused police personnel at the
same jail provides enough
grounds for suspicion about the
cause of the death.” it added.
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A plan of action is being
drafted to attain an annual food
production target of 25 million
metric tons (MT) by the turn of
the century, said official
Sources.

A task force was formed ear-
lier to prepare a report outlin-
ing the plan to achieve the am-
bitious target by the year 2000.

The task force, headed by the
Executive Vice Chairman of
Bangladesh Agriculture Re-
search Council (BARC). submit-
ted its report recently. After de-

[ tailed discussions on various

aspects of the report, it was sent
back for revision with the rec-

By Reaz Ahmad

ommendation that the target-
year should be re-fixed as 2002.

A highly-placed source in
the Agriculture Ministry told
The Daily Star yesterday that a
meeting of the task force would
be held immediately after nec-
essary revisions in the report.
The task force also comprised
heads of various research insti-
tutions like BRRI and BINA, Di-
rector General of Agriculture
Extensions Department and a
representative of Bangladesh
Krishi Bank.

A roundtable would be or-
ganised sometime in early
March to elicit suggestions

from all concerned for attain-
ing the cherished target. All
former food and agriculture
ministers and advisers and ex-
perts concerned would be in-
vited to participate in the
roundtable and contribute, with
their suggestions and opinions
to the government's efforts for
self-reliance in food produc-
tion.
The task force report, now
being revised, is likely to have
rovisions for an increase of
ood production by 10 lakh MT
a year so that the target of 2.5
crore MT could be achieved by
the year 2002, the source added.

Action plan for 25m MT annual
food production by 2002

The target of food production
is 207 lakh MT in fiscal 1996-
97. according to official statis-
Lics.

Officials concerned ex-
plained that emphasis would be
given on seed supply, extension
of irrigation facilities and agri-
cultural credit disbursement
while ‘favourable’ output price
and the 'climate factor’ would
also be taken into active con-
sideration.

A high official of the Agri-
culture Ministry said, "Our
arable lands have a maximum
yvield potential of six MT of crop

See Page 12 col 6
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PM tells IPU confce in Delhi

Women's role 1n politics must
to make democracy meaningful

NEW DELHI.
Bangladesh Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina today called for
finding ways allowing women
to play their rightful role as
equal partners in socio-eco-
nomic and political life, reports
UNB.

"The urgency of political
empowerment of women is now
widely recognised ... the partic-
ipation of women and the poor
in politics has to be integrated
in such a manner as to make
democracy truly meaningful."
Sheikh Hasina said.

She was addressing the ple-
nary session of the inter-par-
liamentary conference titled
"Towards Partnership Between
Men and Women in Politics" at
the international conference
centre of Vigyan Bhaban here.

Feb 15:

Hasina said age-old tradi-
tions. social norms and values,
economic dependence and illit-
eracy contributed to the
marginal position of women in
the realm of power and deci-
sion-making at all levels,

"Women no longer want to
remain peripheral actors and

Editorial on page 4

want to Elay their rightful role
in all spheres ol life, including
economic and political life.”
she told the distinguished audi-
erce.

Quoting national poet Kazi
Nazrul Islam, the Prime Minis-
ter said though men and women
had been equal partners in the
development of civilisations,
women were denied an equal
status.

Social and political institu-
tions as well as the legal sys-

tems discriminated against
them, she maintained.
Hasina observed that un-

equal opportunities in educa-
tion and training, unequal ac-
cess to health facilities, limited
rights in owning wealth and as-
sels and denial of the right to
exercise political power con-
demned them to a subordinate
status in most societies,

She said the journey from

. the Mexico to Beijing confer-

ences on women was marked by
a sense of dedication and com-
mitment on the part of both
men and women who were de-
termined to break the social.
political, legal and psychologi-
cal barriers and obstacles in
See Page 12 Col 4
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The Baitul Mukarram unit of Awami League has set up its office on the iﬁéfﬁﬁ t in front of the GPO in the city.

3

" — Star photo

Shantibahini men gun

down 3 policemen

From Our Correspondent

BANDARBAN. Feb 15: Shan-
tibahini men today gunned
down three policemen in an
ambush at Katapahar. four
kilometres off the Roangchhari
thana of the district, official
sources said.

The dead police constables
were identified as Abdul Man-
nan of Fakirhat thana under
Bagerhat district. Shahor Ali of
Bhanga thana of Faridpur dis-
trict and Wahed Ali of Pirganj
thana in Rangpur district.

The incident took place at a
time when talks continued be-
tween the government and the
Parbattya Chattagram Jana
Sanghati Samity (PCJSS), the
parent organisation of the
Shantibahini, for a peaceful
settlement of the Chittagong
Hill Tract (CHT) problem.

The Shantibahini men first
charged grenades and then
opened fire while a seven-mem-
ber police team. split in front
and rear groups. was on its way
to a road protection post at
Katapahar at about 8.30 in the
morning, the sources said.

7 "When the
front group came under attack,
the four others in the rear re-

ihree-member

sisted with gunshots. The four
policemen were unhurt.

The Shantibahini men also
took away three SLRs
[automatic rifles}. 150 rounds of
bullet. caps. waist-belts and
shoes of the policemen who
were later found dead at the site
of the ambush.

The three bodies were sent to
their respective homes after au-
topsy at the Bandarban Sadar
Hospital, hospital sources said.

The Superintendent of Po-
lice, could not be contacted,
since he was at the tension-
gripped spot till filing of this
report at 6:30 pm. The Deputy
Commissioner left for Chit-
tagong.

After the attack the Shan-
tibahini men fled into deep for-
est and they also abducted two
persons of Tonchanga tribe on
their way back, the official
sources said.

Tension gripped the Bandar-
ban hill district tollowing the
attack by Shantibahini.

Security forces later laun-
ched a search operation in the
surrounding jungles to nab the
killers and recover the looted

See Page 12 Col 1

BNP Chairperson and Leader
of the Opposition Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday accused
the present government of vio-
lating the Constitution, reports
UNB.

"This government is violat-
ing the Constitution sitting in
the parliament,” she said while
addressing newcomers to the
BNP at her Minto Road official
residence in the evening.

Four former Jatiya Party
MPs — Sultana Doula, Enayet
Noor. Firoza Zaman and Syeda
Sakina Islam — and a pirnu of
Jatiya Mahila Party leaders
and workers joined the BNP
yesterday.

"We have to protect the
country and its Constitution
and save the countrymen from
conspiracies.” she said.

e Opposition Leader said
the BNP will not remain silent
if the government tries to sell
out the country's independence
and sovereignty. "In that case,
we'll be bound to announce any
programme. "

She said her party will
protest "injustice and repres-

sion"” of the government both in
parliament and on the street.
The BNP Chairperson
stressed the need for greater
unity ameong patriotic and na-
tionalist forces for raising

voice - against all conspiracies

against the people.

“Inshallah we'll succeed in
our movement against all in-
justices and misdeeds of the
government,” she said.

Pak NA special
session begins

ISLAMABAD. Feb 15: The
special session of Pakistan's
National Assembly started here
this morning with the out-go-
ing Speaker of the House, Yousf
Raza Gilani, in the chair, re-
ports Xinhua.

The new members of the Na-
tional Assembly-elect have
also started taking oath ol ol-
fice.

The names of the new law-
makers-elect were called and
they started signing the roll
individually.

BNP will protest govt's misdeeds
both in JS & on streets: Khaleda

Begum Zia said the govern-
ment is destroying the country
in a planned way through ter-
rorism. repression and false
propaganda.

“This is not true that we for-
got the Ganges water sharing is-
sue during my visit to New
Delhi," she said refuting ruling
par‘I:;Iy‘s propaganda in this re-
gard.

“In fact, we did not want to
sign any accord against the
country's interest. We wanted to
reach an agreement like the one
signed during the period of
Shaheed Zia," she said.

The BNP Chairperson ac-
cused the government of de-
stroying Islamic values by cre-
ating troubles in Eid Jamaat at
different places of the country.

Begum Zia termed February
15 as the day of consolidating
democracy and upholding the
Constitution. She claimed that
the then BNP government held
the elections to protect democ-
racy.

On the other hand. the then
opposition party, which boy-

See Page 12 col 6

Ekushey '97

Rich tradition in
juvenile literature

developed in 25 yrs

By Staff Correspondent

A rich tradition has devel-
oped in the arena of juvenile
literature of Bangladesh in the
last 25 years. said Prof Hayat
Mahmood at a function in the
city yesterday,

He was presenting the kﬂg
note paper titled "Panchis
Bacharer Bangladesher Shisu
Shahittya” {Juvenile literature
of Bangladesh in the last 25
years) at a lecture session or-
ganised by Pua..ua Academy as
part of its Amar Ekushey '97
programine.

He said a large number of
books had been published in at
least ten different branches of
child literature including fic-
tion. travelogue and poetry
since the independence ol
Bangladesh.

"It is encouraging that books
on the Liberation War are being
published in stead of surrealis-
tic stories." Prof Mahmood
said.

Prol Abdar Rashid presided

See Page 12 Col 5

Place nat'l interest above
party politics: President

NETRAKONA., Feb 15: Presi-
dent Shahabuddin Ahmed to-
day called upon political parties
to place the country's greater
interest above party politics
and work unitedﬂf for national
cdevelopment. reports BSS.

"“There is no harm for any-
one to follow and propagate his
own party ideals and politics.
but everybody must remember
that the national interest is the
supreme.” he said while ad-
dressing a public reception at
Moktarpara ground here.

The President said. "There
should not be any bar in forging
unity and working together for
the national interest. keeping
one's political identity and
party politics intact.”

Presided over by Fazlur
Rahman Khan MP. the recep-
tion was also addressed, by
Members ol Parliament from
Netrakona Jalaluddin Taluk-
dar. Nurul Amin Talukdar and
Dr Muhammad Ali.

M Atiur Rahman Chowd-
hury, chairman of the munici-
pality of Netrakona. President
Shahabuddin's home town, pre-
sented the President the key of

Kibra tells The Daily Star

A low inflation rate. stabili-
sation ol foreign exchange re-
serve [rom a free fall. qualita-
tive improvement of import
contents, and a slight increase
in export, are the signs that Fi-
nance Minister S A M S Kibria
finds as indicators of a stable
macro-economic situation that
is "looking up”.

However. he is concerned
about the slurring perfor-
mances of garments and
leather. the two major export
items. To push them up, he has
already advised the central
bank and the commercial
banks to give more banking fa-
cilities. the [inance minister
told The Daily Star in an inter-
vicw'r{iﬁtcrday at his office.

: IMacro economic situa-
tion is sound, stable and look-
ing up. The inflation rate is low,
and whatever gains the country
makes it goes to the people's

According to the old system
of measurement taking 1973-74
as the base year., the current
rale of inflation is 2.7] per cent.
Under the new system taking
1985-86 as the base year, the
inflation rate cormes to 3.89
cent. In December 1988,

figure was 5.8]1 per cent as per

By Inam Ahmed

B
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Finance Minister
Kibria
the old systemn and 6 86 per cent
according to the new system.
About the foreign exchange
resérve, he said the governmen-
i's target is to maintain a re-
serve at the level of 2.3 billion

US dellars st the current
1.98 billion dollars, recorded in
January.

"But the point to note is that

justment,’

Macro economic situation
stable, looking up

throughout fiscal 1995-96,
there was a drain out of foreign
exchange which resulted in a
net outflow of about one billion
US dollars because of food-
grains purchase and import of
consumer goods triggered by
high expansion of domestic
credit,” said Kibria, "From 3.07
billion dollars in June 1995, it
lummeted to 2.039 billion dol-
ars in June 1996 when I took
over the office."

"Since then, the reserve has
stabilised and it is hovering
around a certain level," he
maintained.

The reserve was 2.013 bil-
lion dollars, in July 1996, 2.065
billion dollars in August, 1.979
billion dollars in September,
2.021 billion dollars in October,
1.862 billion in November,
1.914 billion in December, and
1.984 billion in January.

"We are trying to stabilise
the situation through monetary
measures like exchange rate ad-
the minister as-
serted.

"I am also satisfied with the
trend of import which is about
the same level as last 8. But
in the previous year there was a
large import of consumer goods

See Pagé 12 Col 7

'US orders expulsion of

2 Indian diplomats

WASHINGTON, Feb 15: The
United States has ordered the
expulsion ot two Indian diplo-
mats in an apparent retalia-
tion to the expulsion of two
American diplomats from New
Delhi, believed to have been
working for CIA, reports PTI.

The two Indian diplomats
have been given a deadline of "a
few weeks” to leave the country,
diplomatic sources said here
today.
T{;e two Indian diplomats
are said to be junior in rank
working in Indian consulates
in Chicago and San Francisco.

Indian Aﬂi:ﬁ Charge d'Al-
faires Shiv Mukherjee was

Teenaged boy
burnt alive
in city
By DMCH Correspondent

A teenaged boy, Zakir Hos-
sain,was burnt alive in a fire at

a shop at North Goran in the
city Friday night, lice and
sources at the Dh Medical
College Hospital said. -
Hossain, aged about 15
was the son of Tazul Islam of
Bancharampur, Brahman-
baria. He was an emplogee of
the shop, Beauty Biponi Bitan,
and was sleeping inside when
the fire broke out at about 1 am.

See Page 12 Col 3

summoned to the State De-
partment earlier this week and
conveyed the American deci-
sion. He declined any comment
on the subject today.

The two American diplo-
mats in Delhi were said to have
been in touch with a senior in-
telligence bureau official Rattan
Sehgal. who, according to
published reports. was asked to
put in his papers by the gov-
ernment. He did so in early De-
cember.

The US State Department
made no immediate comment
when asked about the American
decision.

One killed, 10
shops gutted
in Bhola

From Our Correspondent

BARISAL. Feb 15: One person
was killed, two were injured
and at least 10 grocery shops

gutted in a fire in the
Borhanuddin bandar area of
Bhola last night.

According to witnesses, the
fire originated from a shop. The
deceased was identifie as
Gouranga Babu, 60, owner of a
shop and the injured as Milon,
30, and Kader Dhali, 41. The
fire fighters from Bhola rushed
to the spot to extinguish the
blaze. -

the town.

The President said it is a
matter of regret that criticism
against political rivals has be-
come the only issue in national
politics.

He called upon the Members
of Parliament, particularly
those trom Netrakona. to set an
example of unity among them-
selves for the development of
the district.

Earlier, speaking al two
other receptions accorded by
Netrakona Government College
and Netrakona Girls' College.
the President told the students
that in a democratic country
everyone has the right to ex-
press his or her political opin-
ions.

“[but) educational institu-
tions should be the place for
academic pursuit only and all
concerned must ensure that pol-
itics might not pollute the aca-
demic atmosphere”. the Presi-

See Page 12 Col 2

Hasina, Gowda
talk bilateral,
regional 1ssues

NEW DELHI, Feb 15: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina called
on her Indian counterpart H D
Deve Gowda at his official resi-
dence here tonight, reports BSS.

They discussed the entire
gamut of bilateral relations be-
tween the two countries. The
two leaders also discussed mat-
ters of regional cooperation and
international issues of common
COTncern.

Minister for Environment
and Forest Syeda Sajeda
Chowdhury. Deputy Minister
for Primmary and Mass Educa-
tion Prof Jinnatunnessa
Talukder, Principal Secretary
to the Prime Minister Dr S A
Samad. Foreign Secretary Fa-
rooq Sobhan, Bangladesh High
Commissioner to India C M
Shafi Sami were present in the
meeting.

Indian External Affairs
Minister 1 K Gujral, Principal
Secretary to the Indian Prime
Minister Satish Chandra and
Indian Foreign Secretary
Salman Haider were also pre-
sent.

Later, Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina attended a din-
1ner hosied oy Indian Frime
Minister H D Deve Gowda.

Yasmin murder
Arrest warrant
against doctor of

forensic deptt

From Our Correspondent

RANGPUR., Feb 15: The Spe-
cial Court here today resumed
trial of the three main accused
in the sensational Yasmin rape
and murder case.

The court recorded deposi-
tion of Hannan. a guard of Di-
najpur DSB office. and issued
bailable warrant ol arrest
against Amirul Hossain, a doc-
tor of forensic department. be-
cause of his non-appearance in
the court.

The three main accused in
the case. facing trial in the Spe
cial Court under the Women and
Children Repression Control
Act, were on the dock. They
were Amrita Lal Barman. [or-
mer driver of Dinajpur police
line. Mominul Haq, former ASI
of Dinajpur Kotwali thana, and
Abdus Sattar. a former police
constable.

The defence counsel pleaded

See Page 12 Col 2
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