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Passengers, BDR
men clash at

Barisal steamer
ghat: 50 hurt

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Feb 14: At least 50
ple were injured in a clash
tween the passengers and
BDR personnel in a BIWTC
Dhaka-Khulna steamer at
Barisal steamer t tonight.

Witnesses that the clash
broke out when the Dhaka-
bound steamer — P S Masud —
berthed at the t and a large
number of passengers rushed to
board it.

The trouble started as the
BDR jawans numbering more
than 90, who were on board re-
portedly declined to leave some
space e the rush of pas-

se :

rﬁspassengfrs were injured
as the BDR men beat them with
belts and lathis, according to
witnesses.

The situation came under
control when the DC and the SP
intervened and took out the
BDR personnel from the
steamer.

Later, the steamer left
Barisal for Dhaka at about 11
pm.
Meanwhile, arrangement
has been made to send the BDR
{awan: to Dhaka by a special
aunch tomorrow, local admin-
istration sources said.

Programmes
on Feb 15

By Staff Correspondent

Today is February 15, the
first anniversary of parliamen-
tary elections under the previ-
ous BNP government, which
major opposition parties had

otted.

The then major opposition

rties — Awami League, Jatiya

arty and Jamaat-e-Islami —
had termed the polls 'one-party
farcical elections'. They had
spearheaded a vigorous anti-
government movement at that
time demanding elections un-
der a neutral caretaker gov-
ernment. Later, fresh elections
were held on June 12 last year
under the caretaker govern-
ment of Justice Md Habibur
Rahman.

The Sixth Jatiya Sangsad
which was elected through the
February 15 polls in 1 was a
short-lived one having onl
three days' sittings in a single
SEs8I0N. : e Ry 8

Ruling Awami League will
observe the day as 'Democracy
Killing Day' while the major
opposition party BNP has de-
clared the day a day of 'consoli-
dating democracy’, Jatiya Party

See Page 12 Col 4
Girl ‘raped’ in
Ctg: one held

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Feb 14: A girl
of about 12 years was allegedly
raped by two young men at Sar-
dar Bahadur Nagar Lane, under

Doublemoorin thana Ilast
night, police said today.
A case was lodged with Dou-

blemoori thana in this re-
gard and the victim Nazma Be-
gum, a maidservant, was kept
under thana custody for send-
ing her to Chittagong Medical
College Hospital tomorrow for
medical check-up . police said.

Nazma was going to a nearby
shop at about 8:30 pm when the
young men forcibly took her to
an abandoned building and al-
legedly raped.

When the alleged rapists,
Sufian and Kallol, left the vic-
tim raised a hue and cry that
draw people from surrounding

See Page 12 Col 3
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NEW DELHI, Feb 14: The
President of India here today
launched a global conference on
gender equality in gﬂlitics by
calling for an end to bias

nst women, report agencies.

"We must root out prejudice
against women and the negative
attitude towards their partici-
pation in politics,” Indian Pres-
ident Shankar Dayal Sharma
said, inauFurating the five-day
Inter-Parliamentary Union
(IPU) summit.

"Despite numerous guaran-
tees anc]) safeguards, gender dis-
crimination and prejudice re-
main a distressing reality, he
said.

He added: "Clearly we have to
do more to promote gender as a
central issue in our political
advancement ... tangible and
sustained progress is possible
only by focusing on women and
the girl-child who remain
among the most vulnerable,
weak and deprived sections of
society."”

Vice-president K R
Narayanan, president of the
Inter-Parliamentary Council
Dr Ahmed Fathy Sorour, Lok
Sabha Speaker P A San and
Deputy Chairman of Rajya

Sabha Mrs Ngjma Heptullah -

also addressed the function,
Assistant Secretary General of
the United Nations MS ela

read out a message of the
UN Secretary General Kofi An-
nan on the oceasion.

Sharma said India had
taken a giant step in reservin
a third of its seats in local -
ies for women in a prelude to
similar moves in parliament

~and the state assemblies,

"A historic advance has been
achieved,” he said, adding that
more than a million Indian
women had joined politics as a
result of 'this significant iti-
cal and constitutional reform.’

Najma Heptullah, Speaker
of India's Upper House, backed
Lim. 8hesad : "this challenge
binds us together, our achieve-
ments will inspire us to take
resolute steps in future.”

"While women are key con-
tributors to economic develop-

See Page 12 Col 7
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"Prime Minister Sheikh

.Hasina called on a

mibian

President Sam Nujoma at Rastrapati Bhaban in New Delhi

yesterday.

PM addresses
IPU confce
today

NEW DELHI, Feb 14: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina will
address the plenary session of
the Inter Parliamentary Union
(IPU) here tomorrow, reports
BSS.

Hasina arrived here this
morning to a warm welcome to
attend the specialised confer-
ence on ‘Towards Partnership
Between Men and Women in
Politics' that began later in the
day.

She was received at the
Palam Airport by Lok Sabha
Speaker P A Sangma.

The Lt Governor of New
Delhi, Tejendra Khanna, Exter-
nal Affairs Secretary, Salman
Haider,'Bangladcahrﬂi Com-
missioner in New Delhi, C M
Shafi Sami, Indian High Com-
missioner to Bangladesh, Deb
Mukherjee and high officials of
the External Affairs Ministry
were present.

The Prime Ministers en-
tourage included Minister for
Environment and Forest, Syeda
Sajeda Chowdhury, Deputy

See Page 12 Col 5
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Nujoma praises
Ganges water
sharing treaty

NEW DELHI, Feb 14: Namib-
ian President S A M Nujoma to-
day cnnfatulated Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina for signing
the Ganges Water Sharing
Treaty with India, reports UNB.

"Good neighbourly relations
can contribute very signifi-
cantly to socio-economic devel-
opment,” Nujoma told Hasina

en she called on him at Ras-
trapati Bhaban here.

The two leaders flew to the
Indian capital to attend the
five-day Specialised Inter-Par-
liamentary Conference that be-
gan here today.

The Namibian President
said the Alfrican countries are
also under lining the need for

further developing their good :

neighbourly relations.

asina said that Bangladesh
was also benefitted through the
Afro-Asian solidarity.

As the Namibianh FPresident
spoke of shortage of skilled
manpower in his country,
Hasina said Bangladesh cou
send skilled manpower to
Namibia.

See Page 12 Col 3

President tells CJ
Delay in disposal
of cases clear

President Shahabuddin Ah-
med yesterday said undue delay
in disposal of cases is a clear
denial of justice, reports UNB.

The President made the ob-
servation when Chief Justice
ATM Afzal called on him at
Bangabhaban in the morning.

During the meeting, the
Chief Justice cited some diffi-
culties standing in the way of
quick disposal of pending
cases.

He also apprised the Presi-
dent of working conditions of
the Supreme Court, including
the accommodation problem.

Justice Afzal requested Pres-
ident Shahabuddin., who was
also the Chief Justice, to visit
the Su e Court and discuss
the matters with judges of both
the High Court and the Appel-
late Division.

The President gave the Chief
Justice a patient hearing and
assured him of all assistance
and cooperation for disposal of
the long standing cases.

Flag meet on
Tinbigha

corridor today

LALMONIRHAT, Feb 14: A
flag meeting between Bangla-
desh and India begins tomo-
rrow to find out a permanent
solution to various problems on
both sides of 'Tinbigha' corri-
dor, reports UNB.

The meeting, to be held at the
‘Tinbigha' corridor at 10 am,
was/ proposed by Bangladesh
side early this month. The pro-
ﬁsal was accepted by India on

ursday.

BDR ur Sector Com-
mander Col MASK Azad will
lead the Bangladesh side that
will also include Commanding
Officer 27 Rifles battalion Lt
Col Zahiruddin Mohammad
Babar.

The Indian BSF team will be
led by Deputy Inspector General
of Siliguri.

The meeting's agenda in-
cludes setting up of Bangladesh
security camps and hoisting of

adesh on both sides of
ltalf:ﬁl‘inhigl'm?gmﬂdnr. and en-
suring sup?!y of electricity, %ﬂ.ﬂ
and water for the people of Da-
hagram and Angorpota en-
claves,
Earlier.-anothen flag mcot-
Lr}ﬁ:rw s held in December last
the Indian side objected to
the setting up of security camps
by Bangladesh on two sides of
the corridor. The meeting ended
without resolving the issue.
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Nari Samaj protests Shima’s death in‘safe custody’

High-powered judicial
probe body demanded

Leaders of Sammilita Nari
Samaj have urged the govern-
ment to form a high-powered
judicial committee to probe the
death of Shima Chowdhury
while in 'safe custody' in Chit-
tagong jail.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the Jatiya Press Club
yesterday they demanded that
the Home Minister take initia-
tive to inquire into this ‘inhu-
man' incident for punishing
those responsible for it.

They alleged that Shima
Chowdhury was killed in a

lanned way and the time was
Exed keeping in mind the Eid
vacation when newspapers
would remain closed and there
would be none to protest this
heinous act.

The press conference was at-
tended by, among others.
Maleka Begum, Farida Akhter,
Rawshan Ara, Khaleda Khatun,
Seema Das Shimu, Hamida

By Staff Correspondent

Sultana, Rokeya Begum, Elina
Khan, Dr. Nayla Khan, Hamida
Hossain, Habibunnesa, Sha-
heen Anam and Barrister Sig-
ma Huda.

Farida Akhter read out a
statement at the press confer-
ence on behalf of the organisa-
tion in which she said Shima
‘'murder' had questioned police
administration's  respect for

Editorial on page 4

law and justice.

She said that though Shima
had embraced Islam in the jail,
her body was cremated imme-
diately to destroy all the evi-
dence of their crimes .

Terming the incident simi-
lar to the 'Yasmin murder’,
Farida Akhter further alleged
that Shima was raped by police
and shown as a 'floating pros-
titute’ in the charge-sheet of the
case. She wondered that "one

always becomes a prostitute
after being violated by police.”

Expressing 'no-confidence'
in the police administration,
Farida accused police of com-
mitting a heinous crime by
declaring Shima a prostitute.

“None of the police person-
nel who were accused of violat-
ing girls earlier faced any ex-
emplary punishment except di-
visional closure,” she added.

Responding to a question
whether they demand resigna-
tion of the Home Minister in
this connection, Maleka Begum
said "We are lighting against
the system, not against any per-
son, because if one minister re-
signs another would replace
him but there would not be any
change.”

The Nari Samaj leaders said
they would file a case against
the Chittagong jail authorities
if the government failed to take

See Page 12 Col 4

Khaleda's countrywide
tour may start Feb 26

By Nazmul Ashrat

BNP Chairperson and Leader
of the Opposition in Jatiyva
Sangsad Begum Khaleda Zia is
likely to start a cross-country
trip with a dual objective —
further strengthening the party
network and mobilising public
opinion against repression’ by
the government. sources close
to her said last night.

"February 26 has been cho-
sen to begin the intended tour
and it may start from Feni, Be-
gum Zia's home district,” said
one source preferring anony-
mity.

Nevertheless, the planned
tough anti-government street
agitation by the major opposi-
tion party is unlikely to be
launched in the near future un-
less the paolitical situation is
aggravated by any action of the

vernmient, according Yo atyin--

uential member of the BNP
standing committee.

Earlier, the BNP chief had
given an Eid-day deadline for
the government to accept her
party's demands or face a tough

agitation 15 days after the Eid.
The demands include ending
Tepression’ on opposition ac-
tivists and allowing the JS to
function smoothly and efiec-
tively.

Meanwhile. Prime Minister
and chief of the ruling Awami
Leapue Sheikh Hasina told a
news conference in the city on
Wednesday that no plan for an
anti-government movement
would succeed at the moment
and the 'opposition party’ won't
be able to destabilise the politi-
cal situation in the name of agi-
tation.

When his attention was
drawn to the PM's remark, BNP
Secretary General Abdul Man-
nan Bhuiyan told The Dail
Star that his party was unwill-
ing to go lor an anti-govern-

‘mierit -street agitation right now

unless it was pushed in that di-
rection. "We're quite capable of
launching a street agitation
since the people stand by us.” he
asserted.

See Page 12 Col 4
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organised by the Sammilita Sangskritik Jote at the Central Shaheed Minar yesterday.
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‘_LénguageLMovement still unfinished

S oritik Jote
programmes

Chief Advisor of the former
caretaker government Justice
Habibur Rahman said here yes-
terday that the struggle for
Bangla language still remained
unfinished. reports BSS.

Inaugurating the six-day
programme on ‘Amar Ekushey’
organised by the Sammilita
Sangskritik Jote at the Central
Shaheed Minar premises Jus-
tice Rahman said on February
21 in 1952, the people of Bang-
ladesh irrespective of caste,
creed and religion get them-
selves united.

Justice Rahman called for
upholding the dignity of our
mother tongue-Bangla by utilis-
ing the spirit of 'Amar Eku-

shey'.

qi!hf: opening day of the six-
day programme on Ekushey
chrum'}r was also addressed by
Prof Anisuzzaman, Prof Kabir
Chowdhury, Wahidul Hugq,
member of the advisory com-
mittee of the Sammilita
Sangskritik Jote Faiz Ahmed,
and General Secretary of the
Jote Golam Quddus.

President of the Sammilita

See Page 12 Col 1

Nat'l policy for English medium

put schools being prepared

The t is planning
to formulate a national poli
for the unregistered Englis
and mixed medium private
schools in accordance with the
existing law of the country,
sources in the Ministry of Edu-
cation said.

A seven-member committee
headed by the additional secre-
tary of ministry has been
formed to look into different
aspects of its (ministry) role in

the country's rapidly mg

Nursery, atory,
garten (English and mixed
medium) and other English

medium schoels in the private
sector.

Despite legal provisions,
most these schools have so
far been running without any
government control whatso-
ever, an official in the ministry
law was not i meT: ear-
lier, he also tied that it
(law) was not in their knowl-

It is nonetheless widely be-

| lieved that these schools have

By Morshed Ali Khan

significantly contributed to the
education sector. Education
ministry sources said that the
gnv:mment was yet to intro-
uce Nursery, Preparatory or
Kindergarten classes in pri-
mary schools. As a result, even
at thana level Bengall and
mixed medium kindergarten
schools have mushroomed in
the te sector.
nder the Bangladesh -
tration of Private Schools -
dinance 1962 (as amended by
stration of Private Schools
Act 1989), every private school
must be registered with the rel-
evant authorities. The ll_?w lalm
compels the vate schools to
set a mﬁ?n ensuring that
it does not derail from the edu-
cation policy of the munt%
Failure to register could
nishable h a fine of Tk
000 or one-year imprison-
ment or both.

The seven-member commit-
tee, at a recent meeting, decided
that each of the members would
soon . start surveying [ive
schools in the city and collect

data as regards registration,
curriculum, management and
administration, educational
qualification of the teachers,
tuition fees and other related
matters.

The committee also decided
that the ministry would soon
appeal to these schools to get
registered with the relevant
authorities. At this stage,
Bangladesh Bureau of Educa-
tional Information and Statis-
tics (BANBEIS), a wing of the
Education Ministry, does not
even have statistics on how
many such schools exist in the
country. The number is some-
where from 10 thousand to
more than 20 thousand.

There has been widespread
aﬂcﬁauuns that most of the En-
glish medium schools — usuall
catering to students pursuing

and A level studies — have been
charging exorbitant fees, run-
ning without trained teachers,
teach foreign books regard-
less of national context and
are almost invariably housed

See Page 12 Col 8

Ekushey '97
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Short stories

have reflected
- ] I-ll - I

‘Bangladeshi short stories in
the last 25 years have reflected -
the social realities and aesthet-
ics in a true and sophisticated
way, said Dr Syeda Banu, re-
ports BSS.

Dr Banu presented the key-
note paper titled Panchish
bachharer Bangladesher Galﬁg
(the stories of B in t
last 25 years) at the Bangla
Academy as part of the acade-
my's celebration of "Amar
Ekushey.”

She said our short stories
have reflected sharp conflicts,

rotests and resistance inside
angladeshi society.

Noted writer Hasan Azizul
Hoque presided over the semi-
nar while Dr Bhismodev
Chowdhury, Helena Khan and
Azhar Islam took part in the
discussion.

Prof Hasan Azizul Hoque
said the ice was melting and the

ospect of our short stories are

t as we have experienced a
noble incident with great mag-

See Page 12 Col 2

Malaysia charges nominal fee

Repatriation of illegal

Bangladeshis by Feb 28

Star Report

Bangladeshi workers, either
having no valid permnits or
whose job tenure expired in
Malaysia, would be allowed to
return home paying a nominal
fee of 1000 ringit each. official
sources said in Dhaka yester-

day.
As tlie one month extension of
arr:'}*}f:st}r offered by the

Malaysian authorities to illegal
migrants expired on January
31, foreign workers including
Bangladeshis would now be al-
lowed to return home by Febru-
ary 28, paying that fee.

Labour and Manpower Sec-
retary Mahe Alam, who led a
four-member official delega-
tion to Malaysia last week, told
The Daily Star yesterday that
the Malaysian government was
considering waiving the ban on
import of foreign labourers
once the current problem aris-
ing out of illegal migrants is
sorted out.

Malaysia, with a buoyant
economy having an annual

rowth rate of eight per cent,
ad earlier suspended import of
foreign workers in July last
year to streamline the issue of

illegal migrants.
ith some two lakh of her

PML. names
Sharif as PM

ISLAMABAD, Feb 14: The
Pakistan Muslim League (PML)
which won general elections on
February 3. today named its
leader gawaz Sharif as prime
minister, the state television
said, reports Reuter,

A meeting of the parliamen-
tary group of the PML and its al-
lies unanimously elected Sharif
as their parliamentary leader.
He will formally elected
Prime Minister on Monday.

WASA water at:
Uttara highly

chlorinated

By Staff Correspondent

Water supplied by WASA at
Uttara sector seven in the city
yesterday was unfit for use,
some residents complained.

One resident t The Daily
Star last t that the colour
and smell of the water su
it was hlfhl]r chlorinated.

Despite repeated attempts,
the reason for supply of such
water could not be from

| the WASA, the residents said.-

nationals working in that
country, Bangladesh stands
second after Indonesia in the

growing labour market of
Malaysia.
Mahe Alam said that

Bangladesh succeeded in its ef-
forts to apprise the Malaysian
authorities of her eagerness to
start fresh export of manpower
to that country. "They assured
us of giving utmost priority in
importing Bangladeshi workers
once the ban on manpower im-
port is waived”, he added.

State Minister for Labour
and Manpower MA Mannan
told The Daily Star yesterday

See Page 12 Col 3

Shima’s death

still shrouded
In mystery

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Feb 14: The
death of Shima Chowdhury, a
victim of rape allegedly by po-
lice personnel is still shrouded
it mystery while people here
seenl skeptical about her death
from sickness.

A series of investigations
were made about her death in
Chittagong jail and in the probe
report, the jail authorities were
blamed for not taking proper
measures to save her lile, ac-
cording to a source in the ad-
ministration.

But jail officials claimed
that Shima died from sickness.

Former mayor of Chittagong

City Corporation Mir Md
Nasiruddin in a meeting held
here alleged that although
Shima had embraced [slam her
body was cremated to destroy
evidence.
—=Mir Nasir d@narnded-forma-
tion of a judicial enquiry eom-
inittee within 48 hours to probe
the incident and exemplary
punishment to the culprits.

Meanwhile. the postmortem
report of Shima is yet to be
submitted,

Shima's body was cremated

See Page 12 Col 5

Hearing of Yasmin
murder case

resumes today

From Staff Corespondent

RANGPUR, Feb 14: Hearing
of the Yasmin rape and murder
case will resume tomorrow
[Saturday) in the Special Court.
Rangpur.

ree main accused in the
case are facing trial in the Spe-
cial Court, Rangpur, under the
Women and Children Repres-
sion Control Act 6 (4).

They are — Former ASI of
Dinajpur Kotwali thana Moi-
nul Haq. lormer police const-
able Abdus Sattar and former
police line driver Amrita Lal
Barman

Of the total 55 prosecution
witnesses, 47 have sofar been
examined and the rest are ex-
pected to be examined tomor-
row in the court.

QUL KHWANI

S
T

b i i e

Qul Khwani of Reazuddin Ahmed
(Bhola Mia), who expired on 14th
February of prolong illness, will be
held on 16th February, Sunday after
Asr prayers at House No 83, Road No

23, Gulshan-1.

All his friends, relatives and well-
wishers are requested to attend the
Qul Khwani and pray for salvation of

the departed soul.

Sajeda Reaz
Roxana Quader
Sajjad S Ahmed

Sajjad Sarwar Ahmed




