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Body to review
problems 1n
health sector

The government has formed
a high-level committee to re-
view the structural problems in
the Health and Family Welfare
sector and make necessary rec-
ommendations on its organisa-
tional and managerial aspects,
reports BSS.

Health and Family Welfare
Minister will be the president of
the committee while parlia-
ment member and former secre-
tary Khandaker Asaduzzaman
will be executive vice-president,
an official handout said yester-
day.
F’I‘he other members of the
commiitee are : Former secre-
tary Nurunnabi Chnwdhura'.
Cabinet Secretary, Establish-
ment Secretary, Health and
Family Welfare Secretary, Fi-
nance Secretary, Managing Di-
rector of Grameen Bank Prof.
Dr M Yunus, Director of IBA
(Institute of Business Adminis-
tration), Dhaka University,
Adviser of BIRDEM Prof A K
Azad, Executive Director of
BRAC Fazle Hasan Abed, Exec-
utive Director of Ganoshasthya
Kendro Dr A Kashem Chowd-
hury, Managing Director of
Kumudini Welfare Trust Mrs.
Jayapati, Chairman of Conti-
nental Hospital Limited Dr M M
Hossain and Joint Chief of the

See Page 12 Col 7

Outline of 4-tier

local govt
drafted

Local Government Commis-
sion drafted the outline of a
four-tier local government at a
meeting at Sangsad Bhaban
yesterday, said a press release,
reports UNB.

Chairman of the Commis-
sion Advocate M Rahmat Ali
presided over the meeting at-
tended by its members Kazi
Azhar Ali, AT M Shamsul Haq,
Dr Borhan Uddin Khan Ja-

h r and member-secretary
AHM Abdul Hye.

Prisoner dies
in Ctg jail
By Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Feb 13: An
under-irial prisoner identified
as Abul Hossain. died in Chit-
tagong jail at around 2.30 am
last ﬁ t. official sources said.

Jail officials claimed that
Hossain died a normal death.
Hossain was being held in Chit-
tagong jail as an under-trial
prisoner charged in a murder
case

— Inside Today
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Orders for knitwear from
foreign buyers are shrinking
since November last year after
the European Community
sounded alarms on abuse of the
Generalised System of Prefer-
ence (GSP) facility by
Bangladesh, sending shivers
down the spine of the manufac-
turers of one of the main export
items of the country's garments
sector.

"We are seldom receiving

ueries from foreign buyers
these days." a leading exporter,
preferring anonymity, said
while explaining the situation

tightened the GSP [acilities al-
lnwing readymade garments
from developing countries duty
free entry to the EC countries.

It followed EC complaints of
abuse of GSP facilities through

that has arisen since the EC .
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By Inam Ahmed

fraudulent means prompting
the Export Promotion Bureau
(EPB) to tighten the issuing of
certificate of origin since the
last week of January.

The EPB also formed a
committee to scrutinise and as-
sess the GSP applications,
something the manufacturers
complained has thrown them
off-balance after sustaining the
past two years of political tu-
mult before the spring demands
for knitwear in the West.

Foreign buyers have squee-
zed orders since the EC began
investigations and submitted
reports in October, the exporter
said.

Knitwear constitutes the
bulk of Bangladeshi readymade
ents exports to the EC.

Following the EC findings, a
high-level Bangladesh delega-

At least 600 new books with
a number of those on politics
and the Liberation War are ex-
pected to reach the readers at
the 'Ekushey Book Fair '97" be-

inning at the Bangla Academy
Ercnﬂses in the city on Wednes-
ay.

IF‘IrSile publishing houses will
form a 'creative publishers'
guild'. the first of its kind lor
promoting creative literature,
science and technology, and
display new books at the biggest
book fair in the country.

Talking to The Daily Star, a

up of publishers in the city's

anglabazar area said that a
record number of 100 books on

olitics, Bangabandhu Sheikh
ujibur Rahman and the Lib-

ing printed for the Ekushey
fair.

"Publishers feel encouraged
as a pro-liberation party came
to power after a long time and
the nation was observing 'Sil-
ver Jubilee' of its indepen-
dence," said Milan Nath, Direc-
tor of the Bangladesh Publish-
ers and Book Sellers’ Associa-

reach the readers

By Staff Correspondent

eratjon War have already been Months o _ ﬂ
rinted or are in the process of  “Bangabandhu Sheéikh Mujibur

Ekushey fair opens Wednesday

600 new books may

tion and Secretary of the Book
Fair Standing Committee.

Nath, owner of Anupam
Prakashni, was bringing
out Bangladesh edition of a
book on Sheikh Mujib and
Bangladesh's Liberation War

(Gatibeg Chanchal Bangla-
desh: Mukii Soinik Sheikh
Mujib ) written by Amitav
Gupta in 1973 and printed from
Calcutta.

He was also printing an-
other Bangla book — Sheikh
Hasina: Historical Return — by
Modasser Ali. Anupam
Prakashani has published six
more books on politics, Libera-
tion War and Bangabandhu for

the Ekushey fair. Kakoli
Prakashani was producing Ten
of '71 and From

Rahman to Sheikh Hasina
Bangla.

Of the 600 new books, a ﬁood
number will be novel. collec-
tion of s short stories, etc.,
according to the publishers.
Besides there will be books on
popular science and other sub-
jects.

Sec Page 12 Col 3

~proceedi

PAHELA FALGOON: Girls beautifying themselves on the fi

rst day of the Spring yesterday.
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itwear export orders
shrinking since Nov

tion led by Commerce and In-
dustries Minister Tofael Ahmed
visited the EC headquarters in
Brussels on January 28 to pur-
sue derogation of the rules of
origin criteria.

On return, the Minister said
the EC had agreed to permit a
two-stage transformation of
knitwear instead of a three-
stage system of manufacturing
with local contents. He said it
would take about three months’
time for the EC to make a final
decision.

But European importers are
confused about the pricing of
Bangladeshi knitwear for the
period. -

"The manufacturers are also
confused about what price they
will negotiate for the transition
period of two to three months.”

See Page 12 Col 2

Toll collection
in the name

J Al i
of 'Eid bonus

By Staff 'Correspondent

A group;of people forcibly
collected 'Efi:l bonus' from every
vehicle that moved out of Say-
eedabad buys terminal and those
passing fthrough Jatrabari
crossing the eve of Eid holidays
on Februayy 6. passengers said.

They fold The Daily Star
that so youths identifying
themselves as collectors from a
trade unien levied Tk 300 for
each passenger coach, Tk 200
for mini or micro-buses and Tk
25 for every other automobile.

It delayed the Eid holidayers
bound for their homes in south-
eastern Bangladesh for hours.

The collectors were there at
every point en route to Chit-

. a senior government of-
ficial, who travelled in a bus
owned by an influential Awami
Leagne leader, said.

It. all happened in the pres-
ence of police. Even a senior po-
lice official, a co-passenger of
the civil ser::glir;:gtchfd the

ar éd to prompt
the driw?'s:f the coach tnﬁgnlgfe
the collectors.

"Sir, they will always be
there. | may defy them now. But
I have to return back to Dhaka
and make another trip to Chit-
tagong. If they damage the vehi-
r:,::. for example smash the glass
throwing a stone, the owner
i See Page 12 Col 7
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Shahbazpur Gas Field

The government signed a let-
i ter of intent on January 20 with
a US company to allow it to
study and submit a develop-
ment plan for the Shahbazpur
Gas field, bypassing its own
rules, according to official
sources,

A similar move is now being
undertaken to sign an accord
with another foreign company
for exploration in Block No. 9,
covering Kasba thana and
Salda area where Petrobangla's
subsidiary BAPEX struck a gas
field, competent sources said.
Petrobangla had earlier sub-
mitted its own development
plan for the Salda gas field.

The Energy Ministry signed
the one-year nt with a
US com under instruction
from a -level five-member
committee for investment con-
sisting of the Principal Secre-
| tary, Secretary to the Prime
Minister and the ERD. Finance
and Ener secretaries, the
SOUTCES

This now leaves other for-

By Sharier Khan

also interested in developing
the Shahbazpur gas field in
Bhola island in a disadvanta-
geous ition. Official sources
informed The Daily Star that
they had hints from otherwom-
panies that they might lose in-
terest in the energy secter of
Bangladesh if fair competition
was discouraged.

One large multinational oil
{fﬂmpan}rrprﬂlcsted. in m:ilinf,.
signing of the agreement while
on British company met high
officials of the Ministry to ex-

its protest.

However, the sources noted
that the high-powered commit-

eign oil companies which }tn‘:

tee favoured signing of the
agreement in the light ¢f the
country’'s severe gas drisis.

uick decision, the committee
eels, would create favourable
impression to attract foreign
investment. Setting up a

station from the gas of Shah-
bazpur gas field was also a
quick tion to the sifuation

prevailing in the power i ungry

|

US company allowed to study
dev plan bypassing rules

Khulna region.

The existing system of the
government for negotiation and
signing of ment for explo-
ration and development of gas
field does not allow such unso-
licited negotiations or agree-
ments, the sources concerned
said adding that from July last
all new negotiations were sus-

nded with a view to inviting
rids for 15 open exploration
blocks.

In order to get bids the gov-
ernment had planned two in-
ternational roundtables in July
last inviting multinational oil
companies. Due (o various rea-
sons these roundtables sched-
uled to have been held in Lon-
don and Houston were deferred.
It is now proposed to be held
sometime in March.

Experts and officials feel
that investment in the energy
sector is fundamentally differ-
ent from investments in other
sectors due Lo its sophisticated
technical nature. erefore,

See Page 12 Col 1|

One killed,
300 shanties

gutted 1n
Lalbagh

A devastating fire gutted
some 300 shanties at a Lalbagh
slum in the city early yester-
day, leaving one person dead
and more than one hundred
others injured. reports UNB.

Police said a lighted
mosquito coil sparked off the
fire that engulfed the slum un-
der the crossdam at Boubazar of
Shahidnagar area at about 2
am.

Ten units of fire fighters
from different stations in the
city rushed to the spot and
brought the blaze under control
after two hours of struggle.

The dead was identified as
Liton. 19. an inmate of the
slum. A rickshaw van-puller,
Liton was sleeping in a tiny

See Page 12 Col 8
Moni surrenders,
court rejects his
bail prayer

By Staft Correspondent

Ahsanullah Moni, owner of
Hotel Razmoni Isha Kha and
the Razmoni Cinema Complex
and an accused in two separate
cases of assaulting officials of
the Taxation Department, sur-
rendered at the Ramna police
station yesterday. Police at
Ramna thana said that Moni
surrendered at about 1 pm,
Later, he was produced before
the Chief Metropolitan Magis-
trate's Court.. He was sent to jail
the same day as the bail peti-
tion moved on behalf of Moni
was rejected by the court.

According to the police,
Moni came to the thana alone
and disclosed his identity.

Two separate cases were filed
by the officials of the Taxation
Department a¢ " __{ Ahsanul-
lah Moni va January 30, on
charges of manhandling offi-
cials and’ issuing threats to
their lives.

See Page 12 col 6

PM orders speedy
Inquiry into
death of Shima

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has ordered speedy i11-
quiry into the mysterious death
of Seema Chowdhury in Chit-
tagong Jail on Fride . reports
UNB.

She gave the directive when
a dt:lc%latinn of Jatiya Mabhila
Sangstha, led by its Chairman
Ivy Rahman, called on her at
the PM office yesterday and ex-
pressed concern over the sudden
death of Seema in judicial cus-

tody.

'}"he Prime Minister assured
that the appropriate action
would be taken against the per-
sons responsible soon after the
investigation.

She said legal action will
also be taken against those who
harassed and raped Seema in
Raojan police station on Octo-
ber 9 last year.

The government is deter-
miined to take stern aclion
:Eainst repression on wormer.

e added.

Triangular cricket
India47/1 n

-
SIX overs
Sports Reporter
South Africa struck an early
blow in the Indian innings as
the tourists began their hunt for
252 runs in 40 overs in the rain-
shortened final of the triangu-
lar one-day cricket tournament
at Kingsmead in Durban, ac-
cording to Star Sports moni-
tored here last night.

" The Indians were 47 for one
after six overs with skipper
Sachin Tendulkar and Rahul
Dravid at the crease. Only
batsman to fall was left-hander
Saurav Ganguly. Earlier,the
hosts piled up a huge 278 lor
eight in their stipulated 50
overs. (More on Page 11)
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Shaheednagar slum 1n the cty's Lalbagh area after the devastating

—Star photo

IPU confce opens
in Delhi today

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina leaves here loday lor
New Delhi on a three-day visit
to participate in a specialised
conference of the Inter-Parlia-
mentary Union (IPU) on "To-
wards Partnership Between
Men and Women in Politics”
beginning in the Indian capital
the same day. reports B55.

During her visit to New
Delhi the prime minister will
also have meetings with Indian
president and prime ministler
and other important leaders
and personalities. She is likely
to exchange views with them on
wide range of bilateral. regional
and international issues.

Immediately after her ar-
rival at the Indian capital today
Sheikh Hasina will have meet-
ings with Namibian President
Sam Njoma, Speaker of the Lok
Sobha PA Sangma. deputy
chairperson of the Rajya Sabha
Mrs Najma Heptlulla, Foreign
Minister IK Gujral and sernior
Congress leader Pronab
Mukharjee.

On Saturday Primme Minister
Sheikh Hasina, besides pre-
senting the key-note speech at
the conference to be inaugu-
rated bv Indian president, will
hold mieetings with Prime Min-
ister HD Deve Gowda. She will
also call on president Shankar

Dayal Sharma atl (he Rastrap-
athi Bhaban in the afternoon.
Meanwhile, BSS Special
Correspondent from New Delhi
reports that the 5-day confer-
ence to be inaugurated at the Vi-
gyan Bhaban is expected to be
attended by some 250 MPs from
nearly 80 countries and experts
from international and non-
governmental organisations.
The working sessions of the
conference will be held at the
Vigyan Bhaban International
Conference Centre tomorrow.
And the debates will be
launched by Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina. Namibian
President Sam Njoma, former
president of Iceland, Mrs Vigdis
Finnbogadottir and the UN Sec-
retary General's representative.
A Bangladesh parliamen-
tary delegation headed by
Speaker Humayun Rasheed
Chowdhury is already in the
city to attend the conference.

The MPs and experts from.all=4

over the world are meeting to
trade ideas on how to achieve a
immore balanced representation
of men and women in politics
and thereby try to solve the
problem of democratic deficit
resulting from the low repre-
sentation of women in world's
parliament and governments,
See Pape 12 Col B

Implement 4-pt accord,

demands BNP

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Nationalist
Party yesterday demanded im-
plementation of the lour-point
accord signed with the ruling
party to end the stalemate in
parliament.

The demand was made in a
resolution adopted at a iIja:::vinl:
meeting of the leaders ol the
party’'s front organisations.
Party Secretary General Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan presided over
the meeting at the BNP central
office.

In the resolution, the party
resented the “failure and dilly-
dallying attitude” of the gov-
ernment in implementing the
avreement which paved the way
lor BNP's return to Parliament
after few weeks ol abstention.

In another resolution. the
meeling condemned the state-
me1il made by Deputy Leader of
the House and ruling party sec-
retary general Zillur Rahman
calling the people to observe
'democracy killing day' on
February 15, the date of sixth

parliamentary elections,

It said the June 12 peneral
election, through which Awami
League had assumed power, was
held in continuity of February
15 polls that led to the parlia-
mentary provision for a care-
taker government. Thus,
February 15 should be observed
as the day for “preserving
democracy and Constitution.”
the meeting observed.

The BNP joint meeting asked
the leaders and workers of all
ils front organisations to ob-
serve Amar Ekushey (February
21) in a befitting manner.

The meeting was attended,
among others, by Abdullah Al
Noman., Nazrul Islam Khan,
Shamsuzzaman Dudu, MP,
Amanullah Aman. MP.
Goyeshwar Roy. Shahjahan
Siraj, Kabir Murad, Fazlul Huq
Milon, Redwan Ahmed, Rez-
abuddoula Chowdhury, Sirajul
Islam Selim, Abul Khair
Bhuiyan and Habibunnabi So-

See Page 12 Col 7

Team leaves for
Tripura Feb 27
for talks with
PCJSS leaders

A high-powered Bangladesh
delegation will leave Dhaka for
Tripura on February 27 for
talks with the tribg refugee
leaders with an aim to bring
back the refugees to the country
from wvarious camps in the
north-eastern Indian state. re-
ports B55.

The delegation will be led by
Abul Hasnat Abdullah, Chief
Whip of the Jatiya Sangsad.
Abdullah is also the chairman
of the national commitiee
which recently held two rounds
of peace talks in Dhaka with
the central leaders of the Par-
batya Chattagram Jana Sang-
hati Samity (PCJSS)."

A press release issued from
the office of the Chief Whip ex-
pressed the hope that the pro-
cess of repatriation of the tribal
refupees was expected to begin
as soon as the Bangladesh dele-
gation returned [rom Tripura
alter discussions with the
refugee leaders.

It also pointed out that a
peaceful atmosphere had been
created in the Chittagong Hill
Tracts to resolve the longstand-
ing issue through peaceful me-
ans after the assumption of the
oilice by the present govern-
111ernt.

40 Bangladeshis
arrested 1n
Malaysia

KUALA LUMPUR., Feb 13: A
total of 40 Bangladeshi illegal
immigrants were arrested yes-
terday by police in Malaysia s
northern state of Perlis near its
border with Thailand. accord-
ing to a report today. reports
Xinhua.

The Bangladeshis are be-
lieved to have travelled by sea
from Satun in Thailand and
were guided along the way by
poles put up by agents, a new
tactic used to bring in foreign-
ers into the country illegally,
the report from Perlis's capital
Kangar, about 510 km north
from here, said quoting a senior
police officer.

Deputy Police Chief of Perlis
Muslim Mohamed said the
poles, planted 100 meters apart
along specific routes, are tied
with plastié bags and are visible
in the dark.

He said newly arriving ille-
gal immigrants were told to
take these routes which lead to
places where agents will be
waiting with their vehicles,

The total number of illegal
immigrants detained in Perlis
so far this month was 87 while
400 foreigners were arrested
last month, according to the
police officer.

Last year. 3.470 illegal im-
migrants were reported to have
been arrested in the state.

Samad Azad
leaves for
Malaysia Feb 18

By Staff Correspondent

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad will leave Dhaka
for Kuala Lumpur on February
18 on a three-day oftficial visit
to Malaysia, Foreign Ministry
sources said yesterday.

The visit is taking place at
the invitation of his Malaysian
counterpart.

The Foreign Minister will
discuss issues of mutual inter-
est including expansion of
business and trade. He is likely
to discuss the problems con-
cerning the issue of Bangla-
deshis staying in Malaysia
without proper work permits.

The Foreign Minister is ex-

*cted to carry a personal letter
FI"(DH] Bangladesh Prime Minis-
ter for Malaysian Prime Minis-
ter Dr Mahathir Mohammad.
sources acdded.

BCL leader murder

Investigation completed

'Shima was bleeding,
her teeth were loose'

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Feb 13: An of-
ficial enquiry committee today
completed its investigation into
the death of Shima Chowdhury
in jail custody on Friday last,
according to official sources.

Shima was kept in Chit-
tagong jail after she was gan-
gra allegedly by four police
personnel including a sub-in-
spector at Raozan thana office
on October 9,

Meanwhile, the DIG (Pri-
sons) of Chittagong division,
Sardar Abdus Salam, arrived
here today from Comilla to
conduct a departmental probe
into the death of Shima at
Chittagong jail.

Headed by the ADC (dev), the
3-member enquiry committee,
formed by the district adminis-

tration of Chittagong, com-
pleted its investigations today
and forwarded the rt to the
higher authorities, the sources

said.
According to an official

source, the enquiry committee
in its report pointed out that
Shima was taken to Chittagong

Medical College Hospital with-
out being accompanied by any
doctor or nurse. Besides, the re-
»ort noted that Shima was
{}I{'Edin through her nose and
some n% her teeth were almost
loose, the source said.

But jail officials claimed
that Shima had died from sick-
ness. They said that she was
earlier taken to Chittagong
Medical College Hospital for
treatment on three occasions,

Meanwhile. our Stall Corre-
spondent in Dhaka adds: A
number of human rights organ-
isations including women's
rights groups in press state-
ments today condemned the
death of Shima Chowdhury at
the Chittagong Jail. .

Condemning the incident
Naripakkha demanded imine-
diate inquiry into the incident.

“The death ol Shima on the
fifth day of submission of the
chargesheet in her rape case
and cremation of the body im-
mediately after the incident
have raised a volley of ques-

See Page 12 Col 8
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‘Black Faruque
arrested 1n city

Police yesterday arrested
Black Farugque. the main ac-
cused in the murder of Chhatra
League leader Ziaul Huq Riadh.
from Paikpara under Mirpur
thana in the city, reports BSS.

Ziaul Huqg was the convenor
of Chhatra League Committee at
Dhaka Polytechnique Institute.

In a press release, police said
Faruque is an alleged notorious
terrorist, illegal arms holder
and toll extortionist. He col-

See Page 12 Col 5

50 hurt 1n clash
centering Eid
fair in Sylhet

SYLHET, Feb 13: At least 50
people, including police per-
sonnel were inju in a clash
centering a three-day Eid fair at
the headquarters of Company-
ganj thana in Sylhet district,

- ;
Police said at noon today, a
group of people under the ban-
ner of "Tawhidi Jinl}:ﬂ“
bmufht out a procession to
the fair being held near the
thana headquarters. They

chanted slogans against ill
ﬁlmbll.l‘?. :nu—lal:nﬂc lﬂm;
es and staging “;P.I
(drama) in the name I:Id"ﬁir
See Page 12 Col 4



