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SEQORTS TALK

(South Africa Captain )

"The conditions would be far
different in South Africa. You
won't get surfaces which become
loose in the first session of a
Test. You will get good Test
match pitches. There will be
bounce and seam movement for
the bowlers. No international
team would like to play a Test
match on a pitch like this one
(at Motera).”

After they were defeated in
the Ahmedabad Test against
India.
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v Tick the Correct Answers

Competition closes : 8 pm

Feb 14, '97)
Who won the Australian

Open women's singles title
this year?
Hingis Plerce Coetzer

2 | Which nation lifted the
World Series Cup cricket
title this year?

Australia Pakistan | West Indies

3 | Who won this year's Frank
Worrell Trophy?

Australia | Windies | England

4 | Which team clinched the
" | invitational international
hockey title?

PIA Abahani| SL Army

5| Who won the 18th national
junior chess championship
title?

Tipu

Shakil
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SAF Games

Athletics,

swimming
training camp

The preliminary training
camp for the athletes will start
on February 18 at the Mirpur
National Stadium to prepare an
athletics team for the next
South Asian Federation (SAF]
Games to be held in Nepal this
year, reports BSS.

A total of 47 athletes includ-
ing 17 women have been se-
lected for the preliminary
camp, according the
Bangladesh Amateur Athletics
Federation.

The federation also selected
12 coaches to conduct the train-
ing camp.

The athletes and coaches
have been requested to report to
the general secretary of the fed-
eration by February 17 at 6 pm.

Meanwhile, the Bangladesh
Swimming Federation [BSF)
starts its preliminary training
camp on February 20 at the Na-
tional Swimming Pool at Mir-
pur.

The federation has selected
36 swimmers including 15
women for the preliminary
camp and the selected swim-
mers have been requested to

Sports Reporter

by the champion team and the
despaired resignation of the
vanquished . Saifullah Gem be-
came the unlikely leader in the
wicket-takers' tally as the slow

In a renewed trib-
ute to the game's
old cliche of glo-
rious uncertaint

until the last ball,

—
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Abahani Krira left-arm spinner took five
Chakra .though quite wickets to pave the way for
redictably, confirmed a Brothers' 33-run win at the

Dhaka Stadim yesterday.

Although the victory did not
serve Brothers any practical
purpose, the impressive five-
wicket haul, however, enabled
the youngster to complete a
momorable season with the
highest 41 wickets.

The tweaker whose deliver-
ies fetch wickets more because
of their slowness and loopy na-
ture than either turn or restric-
tive character of a flatter trajec-
tory . reaped rich once again as
the middle and lower-order
Biman batsmen threw their bat
around in a purposeless and
abortive quest for a [fairly
reachable victory target .And
the cricket team of the national
airline chasing a modest
Brothers total of 187. was bun-
dled out for 154 in 45.2 overs.

By losing their last match
quite unceremoniously Biman
not only lost the chance to fin-
ish at par with Abahani in
points but also slipped to the
third position behind
Kalabagan Krira Chakra. who
quite fortuitously made the
most of the match to emerge as
the runners-up on a better net

nin- rate.

attrick of titles in the 1996-97
domestic cricket season and
Kalabagan finished runners-u
as Brothers Union left
Bangladesh Biman broke with a
classic parting shot. It made
sure Biman had no chance of
entertaining even a statistical
fancy of pipping Abahani to the

ost who had their position
ortified earlier both in terms
of points and net run-rate.
Brothers' robbing of the na-
tional flag carrier's theoretical
chance of matching Abahani in
the run rate did not do the
Gopibagh club any good who af-
ter a revival of sort flaked off
rather

tamely. At the end of the
storm and stress over the long
drawn out struggle for the most
coveted title in domestic cricket
. Abahani finished atop the table
clear with 26 points from 16
matches. Though Kalabagan.
Brothers and Biman f[inished
with 24 points each, the first of
the three stole the march for the
runners-up mantle with the su-
perior net run rate,

Although the last day of the
Premier league did not mark
the fitting sight of celebration
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TWIN TOPPERS: Jahangir Alam (R) and Saifullah Gem,

the Brothers duo, finish as the highest run-getter‘and
wicket-taker respectively in this season's Premier cricket
league.

ROLL OF HONOUR

— Star photo

Season Champions Runners up

1974-75 Abahani KC Shantinagar
1975-76 Victoria SC Abahani KC
1976-77 Abahani KC Victoria SC
1977-78 Mohammedan SC Abahani KC
1978-79 Mohammedan SC Abahani KC
1979-80 B Biman Azad Boys Club
1980-81 B Biman Mohammedan SC
1981-82 Mohammedan SC Abahani KC
1982-83 Abahani KC Mohammedan SC
1983-94 B Biman Mohammedan SC
1984-85 Abahani KC Mohammedan SC
1985-86 Abahani KC Mohammedan SC
1986-87 Abahani KC Mohammedan SC
1987-88 Mohammedan SC Abahani KC
1988-89 B Biman Abahani KC
1989-90 Abahani KC Rupali Bank CC
1990-91 Brothers Union B Biman
1991-92 Mohammedan SC Abahani KC
1992-93 Abahani KC Mohammedan SC &

B Biman jointly
1993-94 B Biman & Mohammedan SC

Abahani KC jointly
1994-95 Mohammedan SC & Kalabagan KC
Abahani KC

1995-96 Mohammedan SC Brothers Union
1996-97 Abahani KC Kalabagan KC

BATTING & BOWLING AVGS

The leading run-getters and wicket-takers ot the Premier
cricket league. The list includes batsmen, who scored minimum
300 runs, while bowlers who took 20 or more wickets.

Things looked bleak for
Biman [rom the morning as
Brothers, sent into bat in the,
morning, scored 187 for nine
from the stipulated 50 overs
with their Pakistani recruit
Zahid Ahmed hammering a
polished 57 off 71 balls.

Right-ram medium pacer
Nazimuddin Manna was
Biman's most successful bowler
taking three for 40 . Off-spinner
Shariful Haq Plabon . however,
had the most frugal analysis
giving away 20 runs for two

. wickets from his ceiling of ten

OVErs.

They . however.did not dare
to translate a day-dream.
Moreover, the casual approach
of the top order batsmen also
contributed to Biman's eventual
loss of even the second position
behind Abahani.

Pakistani Mansoor Akhter,
who opened the Biman innings
with Athar Ali Khan, fell for
nine while one-down Habibul
Bashar Sumon returned for
only two. And when Mofizur
Rahman Munna dismissed
Athar for his third scalp .
Biman were reduced to 3/60 in
15.4 overs. After the early de-
bacle, Biman were never com-
fortabe in their chase. And with
Saifullan Gem taking over from
Munna . the high profile former
champions kept on losing
wickets al regular interval.

In a never-ending proces-
sion, only Nasir Shawkat
fought a lone battle with an un-
beaten 38. Gem finished with
five for 26 in his 9.2 overs.

SCOREBOARD

BROTHERS UNION
Jahangir ¢ Ahmedur b Manna 7

Wahidul ¢ Athar b Manna 23
Faruque ¢ Plaban b Manna 14
Aamir Hanif ¢ Mansoor b N
Shawkat 11
S H Bidyut ¢ and b Rafique 28

Halim Shah ¢ Shaheen b Rafique 11

Zahid Ahmed b Athar Ali 57
Motfizur Munna c and b Plaban 11
E H Moni ¢ Mansoor b Plaban 1
Sajal not out 9
Extras: (b-5. Ib-3, w-7) 15

Total: (For nine wkts in 50 overs) 187
Fall of wickets: 1-16; 2-32; 3-

47: 4-79' 5-101; 6-101; 7-103; 8-

137; 9-187.

Bowling:

Manna

Babul

Nasir

Athar

Plaban

Rafique
BIMAN

Ather ¢ Moni b Munna

Mansoor ¢ and b Munna

H B Sumon ¢ Jahangir b Munna

Hasanuzzaman b Zahid Ahmed

Shaheen ¢ Sajal b Gem

Babul nun out

N Manna ¢ Faruque b Gem

M Rafique ¢ Munna b Gem

Nasir not out

Ahmedur Rahman lbw b Gem

Plaban ¢ Munna b Gem

Extras: (b-2. Ib-2. nb-2, w-23)

Total: (all out in 45.2 overs) 1!
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Fall of wickets: 1-14; 2-34; 3-
60; 4-76: 5-76; 6-77; 7-96; 8-122;
9-147: 10-154 o aaE
Bowling:

Sajal 5 0 28 O
Munna 10 0 37 . 3
Hanif 8 0 23 0
Zahid 10 3 13 1
Gem 9.2 2 26 5
Moni 4 0O 23 0
Result: Brothers Union
won by 33 runs.
STANDINGS
TEAM MWULP
Ahahani 16 13 3 26
Kalabagan KC 16 12 4 24(+.39)
Biman I6 12 4 24(+.19)
Brothers Union 16 12 4 24(-.44)
Mohammedan SC I6 8 B 16
War Club & & 10 12
Boro ro

L] .
in Fabio

LONDON, Feb 5: Struggling
English Premier league side
Middlesbrough have added ano-
ther Brazilian to their ranks by
signing Emerson's cousin Fabio
on a free contract. reports Reu-
ter.

The midfielder went to
Middlesbrough in November to
visit Emerson. who joined the
club from Portuguese cham-
pions Porto last year for 4.0
million pounds (6.5 million
dollars).

Fabio took part in a training
session and, after impressing
manager Bryan Robson, played
in a reserve game for the club
currently bottom of the table.

He holds a Portuguese pass-

Sport

-~ Abahani Premier Champions , Kalabagan Runners-up

BU's parting shot sinks Biman
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Brothers Union lower-order batsman Mofizur Rahman Munna tries to play on the leg side during yesterday's Premier

DHAKA
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cricket super league match at the Dhaka Stadium.

e e

— Star photo

m confirm
Premier berth

Sports Reporter

BRIEF SCORES

DHANMONDI CLUB: 169 |
all out in 42.4 overs (Nasir
Khan 73; Aminul 4/29, Sujon
3/18, Shimul 3/34).
| AZAD SC: 171 for four in
34.5 overs (Rana 73 n.o.,
Shahnewaz 43: Anis 2/33).

Result: Azad SC won by six
Lwickets.

Azad Sporting Club con-
firmed a berth in the Premier
Division league next year when
they got past Dhanmondi Club
by six wickets in their last First
Division super league engage-
ment at the Jagannath Hall
ground of Dhaka University
yesterday.

Chasing a manageable
Dhanmondi total of 169 in 45
overs, one down Rana ham-
mered an unbeaten 73 off 85
balls as Azad reached home
comfortably in 34.5 overs with
six wickets in hand.

Earlier, electing to bat first,
Dhanmondi were all out for 169
in 42.4 overs with Majid scor-
ing highest 73 off 92 s.

Medium pacer Aminul was
the most successful Azad bowler
capturing four wickets for 29
runs while Eu{nn and Shimul
shared the other six wickets
conceding 18 and 34 runs re-
spectively.

With yesterdays win. Azad
finished their First Division
campaign on top of the table
having 20 points from 14
matches, two points ahead of
Ajax Sporting Club, whose

romotion in the Premier
eague was also confirmed yes-
terday along with Azad. If Ajax,
who have 18 points with just
one match leijt). win their to-
day's clash against Dhaka
Wanderers at the City Club
ground, they will also join Azad
atop the standings.

Johansson
Grondona's
choice

BUENOS AIRES, Feb 5: Julio
Grondona, president of the Ar-
gentinean Football Federation.
said here on Tuesday that he
expected Lennart Johansson to
become the next president of
FIFA, world fnﬂthal]l;s govern-
ing body, reports AFF.

gGrugdunguﬂxpects the fight
to succeed Brazilian Joao Have-
lange for the top post in football
to be fought out between a kEuro-

ean and an African, with Jo-

ansson, president of European
Football's ruling body UEFA,
the favourite.

The Argentine supremo
added that he thought it un-
likely that someone from his
continent would stand after

Victoria Sporting
Club retained the-

ir Premier cricket
le status whe-

n they crushed a
hapless Gulshan
Youth Club by ten wickets in
their last relegation league
engagement on the eastern strip
of Dhanmondi Cricket Stadium
yesterday.

" In a low scoring match, Gul-
shan were shot out for 63 in 26

BRIEF SCORES

GULSHAN YOUTH CLUB:
63 all out in 26 overs (Babu
4/25, Timir 3/12, Aslam 2/8).

VICTORIA SC: 67 for no
loss in 10.3 overs (Sajid 34
n.o., Ripon 23 no..)

Result: Victoria SC won by
ten wickets.

Nrrmmrm———rm

LALMATIA CLUB: 177 for
seven in 37 overs (Noman 41,
Nobel 34, Kamran 31, Shovon
28: Rafiqul 3/40, Zafar Ali
2/37)

SURJO TARUN CLUB: 178
for seven in 36.5 overs (Zafar
Ali 48, Ehsan 28 n.o., Babu
2/41)

Result: Surja Tarun Club

won b wic -

Victoria stay in Premier

Sports Reporter

overs as they decided to bat first
on winning the toss. Victoria's
new ball bowlers Khairuzzaman
Babu and Tanvir Ahmed Timir
were the wreckers in chief
capturing four and three
wickets respectively while
Pakistani Mohammad Aslam
took two wickets conceding
eight runs only.

Victoria in their turn took
only 10.3 overs to reach home
without any loss. Skipper Sajid
Hasan and Ripon were at the
kill with 34 and 23 respectively.

With yesterday's victory,
Victoria completed their six-
team relegation league cam-
paign in the second place hav-
ing gathered 14 points from 16
matches, two points adrift of
leaders Agrani Bank who fin-
ished on top with 16 points
from as many matches.

While Gulshan, who have al-
ready confirmed their relega-
tion having been unable to win
a single match in the league,
failed to break the duck.

In the other match of the
day. Surja Tarun Club handed
Lalmatia Club a three-wicket
defeat at the BKSP in Savar.

Batting first, in a rain-re-
vised 37-overs-a-side affair,
Lalmatia amassed 177 for seven
with Pakistani middle order
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4 B PARIS. Feb 5: Ber-
P nard Tapie, for-

!.? mer minister, ba-
nkrupt tycoon
and deputy in the
3 European Parlia-

ment . officially went to prison
Tuesday after losing his final
appeal in a bribery conviction
involving the champions
Olympique Marseille soccer
club he once owned. reports AP.

After three years of legal
proceedings, and five hours of
deliberations Tuesday. France's
highest court rejected Tapie's
appeal.

Tapie, 53, was sentenced in
November to eight months in
prison. part of a two-year sen-
tence, with 16 months sus-
pended, for offering bribes to
soccer players to throw a game
so his own team could win.

Tapie turned himself in to
Paris' La Sante prison on Mon-
day evening, to meet French le-
gar requirements that he spend
at least a night behind bars be-
fore his appeal can be heard.

In court, chief prosecutor
Germain Le Foyer de Costil
launched an attack on Tapie's
conduct in bribing three players
from the Valenciennes club to
ensure victory for his Marseille
team in a May 20, 1993 game.

The former owner of the
Adidas sports company and ur-
ban affairs minister under the
Socialists had also been accused
to paying coach Boro Primorac
to modify his testimony after
the match-fixing was revealed.

batsman Nomanullah ham-
mering the highest 41. Among
others, former national
Nurul Abedin Nobel and the
other Pakistani, Kamran added
34 and 31 runs 7

In reply. Surja Tarun had to
wait for the penultimate deliv-
ery of the last over to pocket
victory with three wickets in
hand. Two Pakistanis — Rehan
Farooqi (53) and Zafar Ali (48)
were the main contributors.

With yesterday's victory,
Surja Tarun finished second
last in the relegation league
table jointly along with Lalma-

tia and GMCC wheo too ered
12 points each on co of
the stipulated 16 matches.
These three teams will now
participate in play-off matches
after the Eid-ul-Fitr to decide
who join Gulshan Youth in the
descent to the First Division
next year,

POINTS TABLE
Teams M W L
Agrani Bank 16 8 _8 .
Victoria SC 16 THPNe
GMCC 16 6 10 12
Lalmatia SC 6 6 10 12
JT#I ml by il B @
shan Youth 0

ie put behind

"Football has come out of
this sordid, stained and dirty,
he Costil told the court.

Tapie's lawyer, Emmanuel
Piwnica. had argued, amon
other things, that the court h
no right to rule in favour of
prison without special authori-
sation by the French National

Assembly regarding his par-

.......................

liamentary immunil}r: _—
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BERNARD TAPIE

The prosécutor said that the
immunity issue was aimed at
protecting institutions, not in-
dividuals. In any event, the
flamboyant businessman was
forced from the French Parlia-
ment in disgrace in September,
a move that took away his cus-
tomary parliamentary immu-

nity in that institution.

The French government has
declared Tapie unlit % serve in
the European Parliament,
where he still represents the
French Socialists.

A European Parliament
cnmmittm:fiﬂ cuurrentl pi-;plnr‘
ing ways ol expe apie.

g”l.ik}; a man, li'lelgdy to meet
his fate, resigned and coura-
eous,” Tapie arrived at Paris’

Sante prison at 8 pm (1900
GMT), lawyer Jean-Yves Lien-
ard said beside a long line of
limousines outside Tapie's chie,
Left Bank house.

Tapie, a charismatic busi-
nessman, worked his way up
from a poor Paris suburb to
briefly serve as urban affairs
minister in 1992.

Filming of his second movie,
"Fifi Martingale,” with New
Wave director Jacques Rozier,
began recently and is expected
to resume at the end ol Febru-
ary.

Tapie starred in director
Claude Lelouch's box office-hit
"Men, Women, Instructions,”
which was released in st.

In May, Tapie will face a new
trial on charges of misusing
corporate funds while president
and owner of Olympique Mar-
seille.

Also convicted of tax eva-
sion. and barred from holding
French office for five years,
Tapie is currently in personal
and corporate bankruptcy pro-
ceedings.
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