WASHINGTON, Feb 5: World
Bank President James Wollen-
sohn called on Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina at her hotel
suite here yesterday. reports
BSS.

Wolfensohn was accompa-
nied by the Bank Vice President
Ms Meiko Nishimizu.

The World Bank President
congratulated Bangladesh
Prime Minister on the progress
achieved by her %1 overnment in
only seven months since com-
ing to office.

Sheikh Hasina briefed the
World Bank President about the
recently concluded water treaty
with India and said that her

ment was keen to foster

ood relationship with neigh-

countries on the basis

of mutual  benefits. The gov-
ernment has drawn up a plan to
construct a harrage to make
sure that full benefits are
rea from the water. The plan
will be environment-friendly

See Page 12 Col 5

Kibria asks secys
to speed up ADP
implementation

Finance Minister Shah A M
S Kibria yesterday called upon
all concerned to speed up im-
plementation of Annual Devel-
opment Programme (ADP), re-
ports BSS.

He assured cooperation from
the Finance Ministry to remove
uncalled for delay to get clear-
ance for fund allocation and
other impediments in the way
of implementation of different

g bria was holding discus-
sion with secretaries of differ
ent ministries on situation nf
the administration at the con-
ference room of the ministry, a
PID handout said.

The Finance Minister asked
the government officials to
make the administration-dy-
namic. He said as Frincipal ac-
counts officers ol respective
ministries, the secretaries can

See Page 12 Col 3

Saturday holiday,
banks to remain
open till 1 pm

The government has an-
nounced February 8 (Saturday)
as a public holiday on the occa-
sion of the holy Eid-ul-Fitr, an
official handout said in Dhaka

, reports BSS.

But all banks and other fi-
nancial institutions will re-
main open on the day till 1 pm,
the handout added.
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The rush of home-bound people is increasing as the Eid-ul-Fitr is nearing. The photo was
taken from Sadarghat launch terminal in the city yesterday.
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Hasina chairs concluding session

UNDP, Japan pledge fund for

microcredit programmes

WASHINGTON, Feb 5: The
United Nations Development
Programme yesterday an-
nounced it would provide 41
million dollars to help sustain
microcredit initiatives in 25
countries, reports AFP.

The programme, dubbed 'Mi-
crostart’, was the only concrete
promise from government and
international institution rep-
resentatives attending the first
World Microcredit Summit,
which ended here Tuesday.

Microstart aims to provide
loans and technical assistance
over the next 18 months to mi-
crocredit institutions to help
develop lending in developing
countries, UNDP administrator
James Spetch said.

Haiti, Morocco. Lebanon,
Uganda, Sierra Leone, South
Alrica and Bosnia could benefit
from the programme, Spetch
said.

The United States pledged to
continue funding the federal US

Aﬁtncy for International De-
velopment (USAID). which dis-
tributes funds both in the
United States and abroad.

The Jaf\anest delegation
said it would ask Tokyo to de-
vote one cent— roughly 100
million dollars — of its foreign
aid to helping organisations
that make microcredit loans,

World Bank president James
Wolfensohn said the Bank
would be "part of this effort”—
meaning the summit's overall

oal of boosting microcredit
nds — but did not specify the

" manner of the institution's in-

volvement.

First Lady Hillary Clinton.
Spain's Queen Sofia and
Bangladesh Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina Wajed co-
chaired the summit.

‘BSS adds: Sheikh Hasina
chaired the concluding session
of the three-day summit held
here yesterday.

Hasina read out the commu-

nique issued by the Council of -

Heads of State and Government
to the closing plenary.

While reading out the com-
munique, Sheikh Hasina said.
"We believe that successful anti-
poverly strategies must unleash
the energies ol Eenple living in
poverty and enable them to gain
access to resource including
capital, to improve their condi-
tion for themselves, especially
their youth and Lhildren. and
for society they live in.’

The communique noted that
freedom from the bondage of
poverty promotes education.

health and increases the weli-
being of the people. The access
of people to credit would enable
them to work their way out of
poverty with dignity, promote
their effective participation in
social, economic and political
activities and would contribute
to sustainable development. it
said.

| a concept paper on su

The governmentl is prepari
-regio
co-operation amon
Bangladesh, India. Nepal an
Bhutan. spelling out the frame-
work and objectives of the pro-
posed idea. diplomatic sources
said here ytsterdagt.‘

aper will placed at a
speciallp convened meeting of
foreign secretaries of the four
countries.

The meeting is likely to take
place in Kathmandu sometime
in March for launching the idea
on sub-regional co-operation
on "more concrete terms’ For-
eign Ministry sources added.

The Foreign secretaries’
meeting is likely to be followed
My a-meeting -of
Ministérs of Bangladesh,
Bhutan, India and Nepal. the
sources further indicated.

The concept paper will aim
at identifying the areas of co-

the Foreign-

By M Anwarul Haq

operation between the four
countries. The paper will also
aim at exploring the possibili-
ties of undertaking some steps
under a common platform to
address some identical prob-
lems confronting the countries.

The issues may include the
problems of illegal trafficking
of women and children. cross-
border trade and smuggling.
However, the thrust area of the
co-operation must be combat-
ing insurgency and terrorism in
the region.

Although harnessing of wa-
ter resources is seen as a crucial
area, this may take a back seat
at the formative stage of the
sub-regional rnncepl dipln—
matic sources added” -~ -

The concept paper wtll ahn

address common conceris like

environmental degradation
and river management.
Talking to The Daily Star

Dhaka preparing concept paper
on sub-regional grouping

vesterday a high official in the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
said that the idea ol sub-re-
gional co-operation was first
floated by Bangladesh Foreign
Minister Abdus Samad Azad at
the SAARC Foreign Ministers
Conference held in New Delhi
in December last. Foreign Sec-
retary of Nepal Kedar Bhakta
Srestha also delivered an "ap-
proach paper” at the Standing
Committee meet during the
SAARC summit.

The official informed that
the idea was generally wel-
comed by the four countries but
the summary of conclusions of
the SAARC Foreign Ministers

_meet did ot finally include the

o
e

to ebjection by Pak-— | HOUS

istan at that time.

The olficial said that the
idea of sub-regional grouping
was manifested in Article 7 of

See Page 12 col 6

Clinton’s call to
prepare America
for 21st century

WASHINGTON, Feb 5. In a
long State of the Union speech
laying out second-termm goals,
President Bill Clinton on Tues-
day issued a national ‘call to
action' to improve education,
balance the budgetl and reform

campaign financing, reports
Reuter.
"We face no imminent

threat, but we do have an en-
emy: the enemy of our time is
inaction.” Clinton told the joint
houses of Congress in the ormate
House of Representatives
chamber and millions watch-
ing on television. "So tonight, I
issue a call to action ...to prepare
America for the 21st century, *
Clinton warned Congress
against amending the Constitu-
tion to require a balanced bud-
get, saying that this could ‘crip-
ple our country in time of cri-

sis.’
See Page 12 Col 5

400 houses gutted
at Mirpur slum

At least 400 houses and 12
cows were burnt in a fire at
Mirpur Mazar Road in the city
'I:'Eﬂ];" yesterday. reports BSS.

The fire broke out at a slum
near Mazar Road at about 2 am
and gutted at least 400 kutcha
and semi-pucca houses, fire
brigade sources said.

Several small factories of
different categories were burnt
in the fire. The fire was brought
under control after nearly one
and a half hours.

The estimated loss and cause

of the fire could not be ascer
tained.

A petrol pump operator uses a mask to protect himself from

the pollutants 1n the city's air.

The Department of

Environment says the suspended particles in the air in
certain city areas are four to five times higher than the

normal level,

making the metropolis one of the most

highly polluted cities in the world. But the authorities
prefer to blame each other for their failure in enforcing

emigsion control and environmental laws,

citizens' lives at nsk.

putting the

—Shehab Ahmed with photo by Enamul Hugq

SAARC observer group says

The SAARC non-govern-
ment observer group observed
that the general election in
Pakistan on Monday was gen-
erally peaceful barring a few
instances of violence and in-
timidation, reports UNB.

"Despite several irregulari-
ties instances of misman-
agement, the elections were
conducted substantially in
uniformity with election laws
and procedures in Pakistan, ™
the group said in its prelimi-
. r

e rrporl faxed to UNB last
night said "whether the elec-
tions were also free and i

tial has to be seen in the | nf

the several measures and ac-
tions which preceded and which
are likely to follow the elec-
tions."

The 41-member observer
group from four SAARC coun-
tries has been in Pakistan since
January 29 to observe the
F:hrua?' 3 elections. Chiel Ad-
viser of 1996 Caretaker gov-
ernmernt of Bangladesh Justice
Muhammad Habibur Rahman
led the team.

The observer group from
Bangladesh includes former
Chiel Justice Kemal Uddin Hos-
sain, former VC of Jahangir
Nagar University Prof Zillur
Rahman Siddiqui, Bhorer

jeender

Pak election was peaceful
barring stray incidents

I{aﬁn{) Editor Matiur Rahman
aily Star Editor Mahfuz
Anam. :

It also includes former For-
eign Secretary of India
Muchkund Dubey. Justice Ra-
Sachar, journalists
Nikhil Chakrabarti and Kuldip
Nayar, Justice JFA Suza, MPs
Dr Nilan Diruchelvan and
Sunetra Bandernayek of Sri
Lanka. former Finance Minis-
ter of Nepal Dr Devendra Raj-
pandey. Prof Krishna Khanal
and former SAARC Secretary
General K Silwal.

The SAARC observer group
comprising delegations [rom

See Page 12 Col 1

"Trade ties with
Dhaka growing,
says State
Deptt official

By Staff Correspondent
Relations between Bangla-
desh and the United States are

very good, reinforced by
economic cooperation which is

playing an important part in
fostering it. a US State Depart-
ment oflicial says

Talking to a of jour-
nalists at the Jati Club
yesterday. the official from the

State Department's South Asia
Bureau said trade is also play-

ing a vital role in bondin

Washington's relations wit

Dhaka.

The number of US compa-
nies doing business with
Bangladesh is "quite big and
growing”, the official sai

He answered a host of ques-
tions ranging ifrom regional
and sub-regional cooperation.
harne of water resources
in the region, .Indo-Pak rela-

man ;'igx hits g of
women and ¢ ildmrl
The official was on a routine

visit to Bangladesh as part of
See Page 12 Col ]

Young man shot
dead in Ctg

CHITTAGONG. Feb 5: A
nunf man was shot dead al-
egedly by a group of youths at
Barkoira village in Patia thana
of the district early today, re-
ports UNB.

Quoting family sources, po-
lice said three local youths
called out Abul Hossain, son ol
Muslem Khan of the village, at
about 3.30 am and shot him to
death.

Police said the killing might
be a sequel to previous rivalry
between the youths and the vic-
tim.

The body was sent to Chit-
tagong Medical College Hospital
morgue for autopsy

e victim's fath:r lodged a
case with Patia police namin
three youths in connection wit
the murder.

HC order to
allow Zobaida

to meet lawyers

The High Court yesterday di-
rected the state to allow Zobai-
da Rashid to meet her lawyers
in jail on February 15 about the
Bangabandhu murder case but
kept pending retraction of her
confessional statement, reports
UNB.

A High Court Division Bench
of the Supreme Court made the
order under Section 561-A of
CrPC which provided the court
with inherent power to allow

the interview.

Advocate Mahbubur Rah-
man, a sitting MP of oppeosition
BNP. moved the case to the
bench comprising Justice Mah-
mudul Amin Chowdhury and
Jusliee Jainal Abedin.

Rahman submitted for giv-

ing Zobaida Rashid division

one in the prison accordin
the order issued by the Chiel

See Page 12 col 6

Gowda for talks
with Pakistan

NEW DELHI. Feb 5: Indian
Prime Minister H D Deve Gowda
said today he was prepared to
hold talks at foreign minister
level with Pakistan, the Press
Trust of India said a day after
Pakistan elected a new premier,

reports AFP.
"l am prepared to sort out our
pendin prublcml with Pak-

istan." a said at Port Louis
in Mauritius, where he is on a

two-day visit, lh:l'cncl;ll.id
Ha“ismrrgm jorit
tions with a ¢ majority
on Tuesday, ousting former
prime minister Benazir Bhutto.
There has been no official
between the two coun-
tries since Janu 1994, when

India and Pakistan's foreign
secretaries met in Islamabad,

the session ending in acrimony.

| (See also page 8)

h“i-:-*

US urged to write off
loans under PL-480

WASHINGTON. Feb 5: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina had a
meeting with the members of
the House of Representative
Committee on International
Relations at the Capitol Hill
here yesterday. reports BSS.

Benjamin Gilman, chair-
man, US House of Representa-
tives International Relations
Committee, welcomed the
Bangladesh Prime Minister and
commended the water sharing
treaty with India, establish-
ment of democracy in
Bangladesh and her role in the
microcredit summit.

The Prime Minister briefed
the Congressmen about the on-

oin evelopment works in

angladesh and said her gov-
ernment was putting all eflorts
to eradicate poverty.

"We are also working to en-
able democracy and fundainen-
tal rights, in particular, rights
of women and children to take

strox runtslu?uneiyrh aov-
e tens of her

ernment was to reach the fruits
of development to the widest
number of people. "Good gover-
nance, eradication of corrup-
tion and streamlining ol the

administration are our primary
objectives."

The Prime Minister said
Bangladesh-US relations are
based on solid foundation and
have grown steadily both in 's-
cope and depth’. She said "our
common commitment to inter-
national peace and security re-
sulted in Bangladesh becoming
a co-partner with the US in the
Gulf war and the only particir
pant in the US-led support to
the restoration of democracy in
Haiti.”

She said the US Congress
had always been supportive not
only of our democracy but also
of our development efforts.

The Prime Minister thanked
the US Congress for the debt
write-off of project assistance
in 1991 amounting to US dollar
300 million. "I would strongly

rge you to take steps to write
the food assistance loan un-
der PL-480 to Bangladesh which
today amounted to nearl}r Uus

““dollar 800 miilhons.”

Lee Hamilton, Matthew
McHugh, Eric Faleomavaeg,
Gary Ackerman, Robert
Menandez and Tom Manton
were present.

Boy chopped to death
by housemaid

By Staft Cﬂrrespﬁndent

The minor son ol a teacher

of Residential Model College

was chopped to death while his

wile was also seriously injured

by their housemaid in the city

yesterday afternoon. according
lice.

Sharif Harunur Rashid, the
House Master of the Qudrat-e-
Khuda House of Residential
Model College at Mohammad-
pur, was not present in the resi-
dence during the murder. said
some teachers of the college
who took the victims to the
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal.

Sharif's daughier, a student
of Class X. was also not present
at the time.

The housemaid., Shaheda,
25, who was reportedly em-
ployed by the family only a
month ago was absconding. Nu-
rul Amin, 32, the guard of the
house has been taken into cus-
tody.

Shafayet, 7, who is a student
of Kakoli High School and his
mother. Farida Begum, were
rushed to the DMCH with severe
injuries. Shafayet died after an

Businessman
stabbed to
death in Mirpur

A young businessman was
stabbed to death reportedly by a
%nup of extortionists at Shah

i Bagh in city's Mirpur area
last night reporis BSS.

Dhaka Medical College Hos-
ital (DMCH) sources said Mo-
ammad Masudur Rahman, 30,

a businessman was stabbed by
the extortionists at his shop in
the evening as he refused to
them the money they wanted.

Masud was rushed to DMCH
in a critical condition where he
died.

Relatives of the victim al-
leged that a of extortion-
ists came to his shop at about 1

m and demanded Taka 20,000
rom him as a toll.

One choked to
death in N’gan;

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Feb 5: Po-
lice recovered the body of one
Majid Ali, 20, from the Mir-
}umln road playing ground this
e ho lived |

man, who n
the e i area of the town,
was a y choked to death.

Police uy Majid was
member of an organised gang nf
thieves and the murder was the
result of a conflict among the
thieves,

hour. The condition of Farida
was improving, said their rela-
tives.

Both the victims sustained
cut injuries, hospital sources
said.

According to witnesses, the
house also caught fire the cause
of which was not immediately
known. Fire Brigade personnel
said they received the news of
the fire at the residence of
Sharif at around 4:45 pm, but
the blaze was extinguished be-
fore they reached the spot.

The Principal of the college,
Col Kausar Ahmed, when con-
tacted by The Daily Star, re-
fused to make any comment.

The FIR in this connection
was not filed till the writing of
this report late last night.
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Showcause on govt
Abbas, Gayeswar,
4 others granted
anticipatory bail

By SC Correspondent

Mirza Abbas and Gayeswar
Chandra Roy, president and
general secretary of Bangladesh
Jatiyatabadi Jubo Dal, 'm-:fl four
olhers have been granted antic-
ipatory bail yesterday by the
High Court in the cases arising
out of the incidents relating to
the rally organised on Decem-
ber 24 protesting the corruption
case against BNF chiel Begum
Khaleda Zia.

The division bench of the HC
comprising Justice Mahmudul
Amin Chowdhury and Justice
Md Jainal Abedin also issued
rule on the government to show
cause within 12 weeks as to why
the petitioners should not be
enlarged on anticipatory bail in
the cases.

The court also directed the
police not to arrest the accused
in connection with the cases till
disposal of the rule or till sub-
mission of the police reports,
whichever is earlier.

Both Mirza Abbas

See Page 12 col 6

HC stay order on
DU selection
boards overruled

The Appellate Division of
the Supreme Court yesterday
overruled a High Court order
that stayed the functioning of
47 selection boards formed by
the Dhaka University Syndi-
cate for appointing teachers,
reports UNB.

A High Court Division bench
comprising Justice Mozammel
Huq and Justice Abdul Matin.
on Sunday, issued a rule nisi
staying the functioning of the
comimitiees formed by the 5Syn-
dicate on November 12.

The petitioner. Prof Nurul
Amin Bepari of the Political
Science Department of DU. in
his petition alleged that the
committees for appointment of
lecturers and assistant profes-
sors in the university's 47 de-
partments and institutes were
formed in contravention of law.

The Appellate Division gave
the stay order upon a petition
moved by Barrister Shalfig
Ahmed on behalf of Vice-Chan-
cellor and Registrar of Dhaka
University. Barrister Meudud
Ahmed appeared for the re-
spondent.

and

Tax employees’
ultimatum to

nab attackers
By Staff Correspondent

Tax officers and employees
at a meeting in the city yester-
day demanded that the persons
responsible for the attack on
two tax officers be arrested im
mediately.

The Tax Officers and Em
ployees Oikya Parishad at a
meeting warned that a greater
agitation would be launched if
the attackers were not taken
into custody by February 16,
said an official.

It is alleged thal some per-
sons. led by one tax evader. as-
saulted two tax officers at Segun
Bagicha on January 30.

Yesterday's meeting was ad-
dressed by Tax Commissioner
and convenor of the Oikya
Parishad. Siddiq Hussain
Chowdhury. first secretary ol
NBR Chowdhury Khalequzza-
man, general secretary of Taxa-
tion Officers Association Wal-
iul Moula, convenor of Tax In

See Page 12 Col 8
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