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HC order for

status quo on
building box

culvert stayed

Ey SC Correspondent

The Appellate Division of
the Supreme Court yesterday
ordered stay of the High Court
order for maintaining status
quo over the construction work
of the box culvert project
through the Purana Paltan
Line-Motijheel area in the city
for six weeks.

The High Court on February

2 made the order upon an urgent
pctitiun of the Dhaka WASA.

Earlier on January 28, the
HC upon a civil revision peti-
tion filed by Rahima Aktar and
others passed the order of sta-
tus quo.

See Page 12 Col 5

Lailatul Qadr
tonight

By Staff Correspondent

The holy Lailatul Qadr, the
night which is better than a
thousand months. will be ob-
served tnniﬁht throughout the
country with due religious fer-
vour.

On this night, the holy Qu-
ran had started being revealed
to Prophet Hazrat Mohammad
(SM).

The Muslim devotees will
say night-long prayers seeking
divine blessings for peace,
prnsﬁent}r and welfare of the

On the eve of Lailatul Qadr,
President Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed yesterday greeted the

countrymen.
See Page 12 Col 2
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Nawaz Sharif ﬂashea a ‘V slgn befure a crowd ﬂf suppurt*
ers at his residence in Lahore late Monday.

—AFP/UNB photo

election, inflicting a humiliat-
ing defeat on his bitter rival
Benazir Bhutto, reports AFP.

His Pakistan Muslim League
(PML) won at least 134 seats in
the 217-member National As-
semblg. while Benazir's Pak-
istan People's Party (PPP) had
only secured a dismal 17 seats
as counting continued.

In a dramatic political
comeback, Sharif, 48, will be-
come the country's prime min-
ister for the second time after

Editorial on page 4

being ousted amid corruption
charges in 1993.

Sharif said he had been con-
fident of a majority but added,
"Frankly this is more than I
had expected.” The stock mar-
ket rose on the result.

Supporters danced in the
streets and let off fireworks in
his stronghold,
provincial capital
where he won a seat.

Former Prime Minister Be-
nazir said that the election had
been ri . but a team of Euro-

ean Union observers said they
ound no evidence of
widespread fraud.

See Page 12 Col 1

Lahore,

Mad rush for buying in markets

With the Eid-ul-Fitr less
than a week away. the city's
shopping centers and the
streets, lanes and by-lanes sur-
rounding them are being
swarmed with shoppers every-
day. -
Gulistan. Bangabazar, Mou-
chak, Elephant Road, New
Market and Chandni Chowk.
some major shopping areas,
were found crowded with thou-
sands of shoppers from the
huurs of the day. Stick-

vehicles before them, often re-
sorted to shouting and beating

pﬂl‘ﬂ v s mtm w{

By Staff Correspondent

the aluminum rear of the rick-
shaws which generated fright-
ful bangs for other road users.

Inside the Railway Shopping
Center near the Gulistan Cin-
ema Hall, shoppers, mostly
from the low Income groups,
crowded at every stall selling
clothes.

Indian and local sarees, pa-
jara, panjabi, shoes all sorts of
clothes were available in the
market. "If you wait here for
five minutes you will realise

e AsKITg
will vary from custnmm’ to cus-
tomer." said Amit Pal when

We are deeply grieved at the sudden death of
Dr. A. R. Mallick, a renowned Economist, veteran
Educationist and the first Finance Minister of the
People’s Republic of Bangladesh.

Dr. Mallick was the founder Chairman of National
"Bank Limited. From 1983 to 1993 he served as the
Chairman of the Board of Directors of NBL. During
this period by his farsightedness, devotion, sincerity
and varied experience he built NBL as the leading
private sector bank of Bangladesh. On his sad

demise we remember

deepest respect.

his achievements with

We express our heartfelt sympathy to the members

of his bereaved family.

‘Sg National Bank Limited

nn husin uf o

asked about the price of an In-
dian saree displayed over a pile.
He said the price of the sarees
ranged from Tk 90 to Tk six
hundred.

The rush of shoppers outside
the market was greater as
pavements and the main road
were occupied by the vendors. A
few yards away. inside the
Ramna Bhavan, another shop-
ping center, the rush of shop-

s was surprjsingly low. "You
ﬁ those mtgnl tradcrs they

ta s
ormiplait 1i'ihe
et.

mar
«  See Page 12 Col 3
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Humiliating defeat for
Benazir in Pak polls

ISLAMABAD, Feb 4: Former
premier Nawaz Sharif today
clinched a clear parliamentary
majority in Pakistan's general

Imran bowled

out by voters

ISLAMABAD, Feb 4: Former
cricket hero Imran Khan was
today bowled out by the voters
in his first innings as a politi-
cian, failing to break into the
tight-knit but rough and tum-
bled world of Pakistan politics,
reports Reuter.

Teammates, who have wit-
nessed his 22-year cricketing
career, had wished him luck in
Monday's general elections and
said he had the leadership qual-
ities but added politics was a
different ball game.

The 44-year-old former Pak-
istan cricket captain suffered a
stinging defeat in the race for a
seat in the capital Islamabad.

He captured just 5,866 votes
compared with 67,498 for Syed
Zafar Ali Shah, the nominee of
former premier Nawaz Sharif.

an's movement for justice
failed to win a single seat.

He admitted his party had

failed to capture popular sup-
l:nrt but said it had succeeded in

a base for its future
growth.
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Hasma met US Premdent Bill
Clinton at the White House Monday.

~AFP/UNB photo
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'Clinton praises efforts to
_consolidate democracy

WASHINGTON, Jan 4: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina had 20
minutes of exclusive talks with
US President Bill Clinton at the
Oval Office of White Hotise on
Monday, reports UNB.

A Bangladesh spokesman
described the talks as 'very sig-
nificant and fruitful’ where two
leaders exchanged views on
many important issues of mu-
tual, regional and interna-
tional concern.

"The meeting was marked by
cordiality and an atmosphere
of friendliness.” said the
spokesman adding the meeting
took place at the invitation of
Bill Clinton. .

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, now attending the first
ever Global Microcredit Sum-
mit, attended an iftar party
hosted by US First Lady Hillary
Rodham Clinton prior to her
meeting with President Clinton
Monday evening.

The spokesman said that
President Clinton highly
praised the efforts of Sheikh
Hasina's government for con-
solidating democracy in the
country.,

Clinton also lauded the ini-
tiatives of Hasina for economic
uplift of Bangladesh and as-
sured the U5 government's co-
operation in this regard. .

Giving a brief resume of the
steps taken by her 7-month-old
government, Hasina said

See Page 12 Col 5
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Witness 1dentifies policemen

'Yasmin was forcibly

picked up in van'

From Our Correspondent

RANGPUR. Feb 4: Six wit-
nesses submitted depositions as
trial of the nine accused under
Section 201/34 in the Yasmin
murder case that resumed in the
District and Sessions Judge's
Court today.

The accused are : Former Di-
n ur police super Abdul Mut-

ﬂ former Kotwali thana of-
ﬂcer-m‘chargt Md. Mahtab,
former Kotwali thana S |
Swapon Kumar Chakravarty,
former ASI Jahangir Alam, and
Moinul Haque, former officer-
in-charge DSB Matiur Rahman,
former constable Abdus Sattar,

former police line driver Am-
rita Lal Barman and medical
officer Dr Md Mohsin.

They are facing charges of
negligence to duty. concealing
facts, trying to destroy alamat
and diverting the case.

The witnesses are Ahmed Ali
Bhelu, a Union Parishad
Dafadar who first informed Di-

pur Kotwali thana about the
incident, - Jayanta Kumar
Chakravarty, a co-passenger of
Yasmin in the night coach,
Jabed Ali, betel leaf shop owner

at Dosh Mile bus atnpfage at,

See Page 12 Col

9 killed in
Sylhet road

accident

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Feb 4: Nine persons
were killed, six of them on the
spot, and 55 others injured in a
road accident at Gazia on the
Dhaka-Sylhet highway this af-
ternoon.

Thirty-four of the injured
were admitted to the Sylhet M A
G Osmany Medical College
Hospital. The rest were released
aﬂer ﬂrst aid.

dlmt ha
PM whpn a Dhaka-bo nd
minibus from Sylhet — Mitali
Paribahan — collided head-on
with a Sylhet-bound coach
coming from Habiganj. Both
the vehicles were badly dam-
aged. As the minibus rammed
the coach from the opposite di-
rection.

Of the deceased, five were
identified. They are: A PDB
employee, Fanibhusan Dutta,
50, Sonamiah, 60, Igbal Hos-
sain, 40, Abdul Mussabbir, 80,
and Ayub Ali, 40, driver of the
coach. The bodies have been
kept in the hospital for autopsy.

The injured now under
treatment in hospital are: Is-
lamuddin, 30, Rino Miah, 50,
Abdur Rahman, 25, Rashed
Khan, 45, Chand Ali, 35, Gous
Uddin, 45. Abu Hossain, 35, Ab-
dul Baten, 38, Albab Hossain,
30, Ajab Ali, 45, Amit, 7, Lipi.
15, us Salam, 42, Siddique
Begum, 40, Makan Miah. 25,
Gous Uddin, 40, Sirajul Islam,
40, Ruhel, 8, Mukul Roy, 45.
Monwara Begum, 35, Mosham-
math Kanchan Mala, 45, and
Sundar Khan, 50.

Double

murder
in city
By Staff Correspondent
o young men were bru-
murdcrf:d by an unidenti-
gang at Sutrapur in the old

paﬂ of the city é,vcsterdav after-
noon, police sai

Police recovered the bodies
of the unidentified youths aged
between 20 and 23 from a rick-
shaw garage at Gobinda Dutta
Lane near Suhrawardy College
under Sutrapur thana at about
4pm.

Both the victims were in
trousers and shirts. One of the
bodies bore a mark of bullet in-
ury in the head. The other had
multiple stab injuries in the
body. with the two wrists
c:hnpf:cd. the face wrap with
a cloth and legs tied, Sutrapur
thana police said.

Police suspected that the

tall

murders were pre-planned.
Police recovered some pleces
of paper bearing an address of

North Shajahanpur and a tele-
See Page 12 Col 3

Govt to provide all suppor?

to garments sector: Kibria

Finance Minister Shah A S

M Kibria yesterday said the
ment would provide all

rts to the export-oriented
de garment industry

hut spoke firmly against sub-
mm any new sector, reports

“Subsidy is like a national
haemorrahage ... it will not be
mmbnmmmaymm
and mmnmrc:ﬂ“ he ml::ll:'l;
nunuﬁl:'tl.tlm ﬂl:‘:liﬂ'l o
MMEumpﬁnmlrhﬂum—

til the reintroduction of GSP.

Commerce and Industries
Minister Tofael Ahmed also de-
scribed the achievement of his
recent trip to Brussels, the Eu-
ropean Union headquarters,
where he went to lobby for con-
tinuation of the duty exemption
facility

Bdngladcuhl garment and
knitwear exporters enjoy a 12.5
per cent duty exemption in ex-

rting to the EU countries
which detected a huge 'fake”
GSP certificates and asked the

authorities in Bangladesh to
cancel those.

The exporters have de-
manded that the government
provide as subsidy half of the
12.5 per cent duty to be paid at
European ports until the GSP
facility for }mitwcar r]clntm-
duced, hopefully b :

Rcfcmge to 3{hi.::j'r+r;1rmv'u:“.]qml:r;:v[,nnn'.-ﬂt
of the industry, the finance
minister said the government
would mobilise Tk crore as
mupoulblc to set up back- |

See Page 12 ml?

Declaration of Support

Campaign for microcredit
to 100m poor by 2005

WASHINGTON, Feb 4! Prime -

Minister Sheikh Hasina on
Monday received the Microcre-
dit Summit Declaration of Sup-
port signed by the attending
delegates on the second day of
the summit, reports BSS.

She received the declaration
as a co-chairperson of the
three-day first-ever summit on
__.mj, . e ,_.'*.. ¥ 1 &g
Theé Declaration reads: "Our

urpose as an assembly is to
Punch a global campaign to
reach 100 million of the world's
poorest families, especially the
women of these families, with
credit for self-employment and
other financial and business
services by the year 2005".

The delegates attending the
summit including the heads of
state and government also iter-
ated their commitments to the
development of sustainable in-
stitutions which assist very
poor women and their families
to work their way out of poverty
with dignity.

The Declaration called for
building institutional capacity
to reach very poor people in de-
veloping countries by strength-

ening existing microcredit, sav-
ings and business development
institutions through network-
ing and exchange of experience,
preparing new practitioners
through programme of training
for social entrepreneurs and
microcredit managers and
romoting ap mpnate pﬁhcy,
:gal a.nd rt':gu atory chan
mmit estimat lha.l
uptﬂ 21 6 billinn dollars will be
required to meet the néeds. The
allocation of these funds being
highly conditional on the ab-
sorptive and expansion capac-
ity of the microfinance institu-
tions to use the funds.

The resources needed to
achieve this goal will come
from multilateral and bilateral
donors. governmenl agencies.
grant-making organisations,
the general public. banks, fi-
nancial markets and other
commercial sources and the
awngs interest payments and
service charges ol the microcre-
dit clients and others in their
comimunities.

The Summit Declaration
envisaged building institu-

See Page 12 Col 5

Ekushey '97

Bangalees fought
invaders for
nat’] identity

By Staff Correspondent

Speakers at a lecture session
on Bengali literature at the
Bangla Academy yesterday ob-
served that the Language Move-
ment of 1952 laid the founda-
tion of independent Bangla-
desh. .

Eminent littarateur Shaw-
kat Ali was the main speaker in

-\.---I-"-

| the session on the fourth day

esterday of the fortnight-long
ecture series on "Amar Shahi—
ttaya Shadhanar Pachish
Bachar: Shadhinata Uttarkal”
organised by the Academy as
part of its Amar Ekushey pro-
grammes, 1997. The speakers
included Prof Shafiul Alam and
Dr Masuduzzaman.

Shawkat Ali said that the
Bangalees, over the centuries,
fought invaders and defended
their national identity.

- The Language Movement was
one such fight which eventually
turned into the struggle for in-
dependence he said.

Prot Wakil Ahmed said that
the true history of the Ban-
galees is yet to be written,

See Page 12 Col 3
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