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Sharif takes lead
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lion eleclorate, ,; .

Leghari failed to vote in the
country's general elections to-
day. saying he could not travel
to his home town. where he is
registered.

Leghari is from Dera Ghazi
Khan. where his family mem-
bers,; including two sons, were
candidates in the poll.

Talking to reporterg during a
visit to a polling station,
Leghari said he could not travel
to his home town because ol a
busy schedule and added he had
not obtained a postal ballot.

Leghari dismissed allega-
tions by Benazir that the polls
would be rigged.

Benazir cast her vote at a
polling station in a small vil-
lage school near Larkana today
and renewed charges that the
polls would be manipulated by
the president.

"We fear elections are going
to be rigged. The president has
his own agenda.' she told re-

orters as election observers
rom the seven-nation South
Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation {(SAARC] stood by.
AP says: Cricket star candi-
date Imran Khan won't vote in
Pakistan's parliamentary elec-
tions today. because no one
from his party is running in the
district wEere he is registered to
volte,
Khan's Justice Party said in
a statement Monday that its
candidate running in Khan's
hometown of Mianwali, 300
kilomeires southwest of Islam-
abad. had withdrawn late in the

campaign after suffering a
heart attack.

It was not clear why Khan
did not run from Mianwali
himself though he ran in sev-
eral other areas.

Meanwhile, the leader of a
commonwealth team of ob-
servers said it had found short-
comings in today's polls but not
of the scale that could have
changed the outcome.

In an interim statement to a
news conference a few hours af-
ter the polling, former Aus-

Initial results showed, Sharif's
party won the crucial Islam-
abad and Rawalpindi parlia-
mentary seats and was leading
in several of Punjab's 112 Na-
tional Assembly seats, while
Benazir Bhutto's Pakistan
People's Party claimed it was
leading in at least 22 con-
stituencies, reports PTL.

tralian Prime Minister Sir
Malcolm Fraser said a low
turnout of voters was a "serious
message” from them to political
parties after the dismissal of
three elected governments in
eight years.

"It is clear that public respect
for political parties has plum-
meted and democratic govern-
ment discredited,” he said.

But Fraser said his team was
satisfied all those who wished
to vote were able to do so, politi-
cal parties were free to cam-
paign and for the first time uni-
versal adult franchise was ex-
tended to tribal areas bordering
Afghanistan.

Raqgibul Huda
suspended

The government has sus-
pended Mirza Ragibul Huda,
Officer on Special Duty at the
Ministry of Establishment
(Additional Inspector General
of Police), and an accused in a
crimminal case. an official
handout said last night, reports
BSS.

The suspension order of
Mirza Raqibul Huda, made un-
der sub-section | 1(1) of the Gov-
ernment Employees Discipline
and Appeal Rules. was given ef-
fect from the date of his arrest,
the handout adced.

Rajuk
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on his site.

Moreover, he alleged that the
bid to shrug off the responsibil-
ity of supervision came as Ra-
juk and its large team of inspec-
tors and supervisors "miserably
failed” to do their duty.

About the contract between
the professional and the site
owner. a senior architect said
that in Bangladesh many cases
could be cited where clients de-
faulted in payments as per the
ccntracts. Giving out a copy of
the contract and revealing fi-
nancial transaction, could land
the professionals into problems
related to income tax, he said.

"l think this can be called an
intrusion into private affairs
and it violates human rights as
well as professional ethics,” he
added.

It was suggested that Rajuk
should involve Bangladesh
University of Engineering and
Technology (BUET) as well as
the Institute of Engineers and
the IAB before taking up such
decisions.

“Rajuk should involved
these professional bodies, at
least in taking their suggestions
to build the metropolitan city of
Dhaka.," said an engineer at a
construction site in Dhan-
mondi.

About enlisting the consul-
tancy firms, some engineers
and architects said that Rajuk
contradicted its own conditions
by not specifying as to who
could approve the building
plans for the firms.

GSP facility
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investigation which categorised
three groups for punitive ac-
tions. The category A contains
about 367 certificate of origin
which the EU had found to %)E
fictitious. Category B contains
about 6000 certificates that it
claimed to be wrongly issued.
Category C contains about 8000
certificates which it suspected
to be fake, but has asked the
EPB to investigate.

Sources in the delegation
saild the Bangladesh side has
told the EU that it had alread

scra the GSP certificates
Category A. It has also agreed to
gradually withdraw the GSP

certificates contained in cate-
gory B.

Meanwhile, the Bangladesh
Garments Manufactures and
Exporters Association (BGMEA)
has arranged a meeting today to
discuss the success of the
Bangladeshi delegation's visit
to Brussels. Finance Minister S
A M S Kibria and Commerce
and Industries Minister Tofael
Ahmed will be present in the
meeting.

S Arabia deports
47 Indian boys

RIYADH. Feb 3: Saudi Ara-
bia today deported 47 Indian
boys. hE%E\-"ﬂd to be part of a
ring which sent poor and hand-
icapped children to beg in the
oil-rich kingdom, reports AP.

Indian Embassy officials in
Saudi Arabia said that the boys
left for Bombay aboard a Saudi-
sponsored Saudi Arabian Air-
lines flight from Jiddah where
they had been placed in a depor-
tation centre.

Many of the boys, aged 6 to
11. were handicapped or de-
formed at birth.

The boys, who were issued
with emergency travel docu-
ments by the embassy Satur-
dav. were arrested by Saudi au-
thorities for begging in the Muis-
lim holy city of Mecca.

College attacked
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tered the college building at
about 11 am and forced the
teachers to register them for the
HSC exams to be held within a
couple of months. _

The attackers fled aiter
Dhanmondi police reached the
campus, The college authorities
filed a general diary with the
Dhanmondi thana saying a
student misbehaved with a
teacher, police said.

Earlier, on Saturday and
Sunday, a large number of stu-
dents of the Lalmatia Womens'
College went on the rampage
pressing the same demand.

Y asmin murder
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medical officer Dr Md Mohsin.

The [O told the court that he
took charge of investigation on
September 4 and after comple-
tion of investigation submitted
the chargesheet on December
29,1985

During the depositions the
10 said that he testified 44 wit-
nesses and visited the spots
where Yasmin was killed and
from where she was lifted in the
police patrol van, the house of
Yasmin's master in Dhaka
where she worked as a maid and
the Gabtoly bus terminal where
she had boarded a Panchar-
garh-bound night coach.

He denied an allegation that
the investigation was influ-
enced by any quarter.

District and Sessions Judge,
Ranjpur, Mr Abdul Motin,
chaired the court.

Senior advocate Majibur
Rahman, Abu Taleb, Nazrul Is-
lam and Ratish Chandra Bhow-
mik cross-examined the 10.

The hearing will resume to-
MOITOW.

The charges against all the
accused in the case were earlier
framed in two parts. In the first
part, charges have been framed
against the three main accused
under the Women and Children
Repression Control Aid 6(4). In
the second part, nine persons
have been charged under Sec-
tion 20] (34) of the BPC. . .

Trial of the first part of the
case began in the Special Court
last month and was adjourned
on January 29. The next date of
hearing is February 15.

Mr Abdul Matin, Judge, Spe-
cial Court who happens to be
the district and sessions judge,
Rangpur, is trying both the
parts of the case on separate
dates.
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Rao wins Erst
legal battle

NEW DELHI. Feb 3: Former
Indian Prime Minister P V
Narasimha Rao, facing a string
of corruption charges, won his
first legal battle here today
when charges that he used offi-
cial aircraft for personal use
were dismissed, reports AFP.

The New Delhi High Court
ruled there was no case o an-
swer since the cost of various
private trips undertaken by
Rao, amounting to 4.8 million
dollars. had already being re-
covered,

The petition, brought by an
anti-corruption body, accused
Rao of using. Indian Air Force
aircraft when not on state busi-
ness during his also tenure as
prime minister between 1991
and 1996.

He had also been accused of
using the aircraft to supplement
his own election campaign last
year, which ended with the
overthrow of his government.

The court, after considering
a submission from India's cur-
rent United Front coalition
government, said 3.8 million
dollars had already been recov-
ered from Rao's Congress (I)
Party and the rest would also be
paid.

Rao. on bail in three unre-
lated court cases, was not in
court today for the ruling.

10 1njured 1n
Sirajganj
college clash

SIRAJGANJ, Feb 3: Ten peo-
ple were in}ured today when
students of Islamia Govern-
ment College here clashed over
the schedule for filling up HSC
examination forms, reports
UNB.

College sources said the
clash erupted at about 11 am be-
tween the local students, one
group from Hossainpur and the
other from Dhanbandha areas.

During the half an hour
fight, both the groups chased
each other with lethal weapons.
Later, police brought the situa-
tion under control.

One of the injured, identified
as Sayeed, was rushed to Siraj-
ganj General Hospital with stab
injuries, SR L

JPEITE:E arrested four students
— Shahdat Hossain Dinu,
Rafiqul Islam Liton, Mashiur
Rahman Ranju and Abu Sayeed
— from the campus.

Ershad
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in his 20s, was killed during the
anti-autocracy movement in
the city on November 10, 1987,

Expressing his sympathy to
the members of Hossain's fam-
ily, Ershad said though he was
not directly responsible for the
death of Noor Hossain, yet he
could not avoid the responsi-
bility as he was then the head
of the government.
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‘Reorganisation of po]ice1

force discussed

A high-level meeting on law
and arg

n:‘hthe mlt:pr and re-
Oor, e p-nlme orces was
hem city yesterday, re-

in
ports UNB.

Chaired by Home Minister
Rafigul Islam, the meeting was
attended, among others, by Ad-
ditional Home Secretary and

high officials of the ministry
and ﬁ!iﬂ: department, includ-
ing IGP.

The meeting discussed the
reorganisation and modernisa-
tion issue of the [:olicc forces,
said a PID handout.

It decided to computerise the
service records of the lice
personnel and introduce com-

uter tem for pro oni-
foring of complathts and crim-
inal activities.

Considering the cuuntrra
thanas as the basic units for
maintaining law and order, the
meeting stressed the need for
enhancing the effectiveness,
supervision and accountability
of the thanas. It also empha-
sised the continued su sion
of activities in thanas by senior
officials.

‘Humayun Zahir murder
Tral process of
Babu stayed
till Feb 18

The trial process of former
MP Akhteruzzaman Chowd-
hury Babu in the Humayun Za-
hir murder case was yesterday
stayed till February 18 ugnn a
petition from the plaintiff, re-
ports UUNB.

Zahirul Huq, father-in-law
of deceased Humayun Zahir,
submitted application to the
Additional Session Judge's
Court praying for stay on the
proceeding for four weeks.

The petitioner stated that he
would go to High Court being ag-
grieved by an order passed by
the lower court on January 30
whereby Babu was sent to
Suhrawardy Hospital instead ol
jail after he surrendered before
the court that day.

22,695 tonnes of
fertiliser supplied
in two days

A total of 22,695 metric tons
of fertiliser has been squIied
in the first two days ol this
month against the daily aver-
age demand of 10534 metric
tons, reports BSS.

This was disclosed at a re-
view meeting on fertiliser held
yesterday with Commerce and
Industries Minister Tofael
AHiriéd in the chair.

The supply of fertiliser will
increase in view of the adequate
stock, production in factories
and the import of fertiliser, the
meeting said.

It said arrangements have
been made to supply the pro-
jected demand of 2,95,954 met-
tic tons of fertiliser for the cur-
rent month by February 15.

The meeting said the present
stock of urea in the lactory
godowns and in 28 bulffer
godowns is 1,71,411 metric
tons.

Besides production in the
factories, supply of over 1500
metric tons per day was being

| received from KAFCO.

To strengthen the law en-

forcing agency and make it par-
allel to n#mu of the developed

countries, the home minister

underscored the need for in-

creasing 1thn: number of police
el.

The issues to enhance the

essional facilities of the po-
ice personnel like housing,
treatment, clothes, education of
their children and improve-
ment of their diet quality also
came up in the for dis-
cussion. The meeting directed
the Police Headquarters to put
forward recommendations in
this d.

Besides, the meeting dis-
cussed the matters, which are
under consideration, to set up
new thanas and information
centres.

It also reviewed the progress
of the construction works of
new thana buildings and dis-
cussed the traffic control man-
agement in Dhaka city, and
asked the authorities concerned
to take effective measures to
improve it.

DPRK minister
due today

North Korean Vice Minister
for Cultural Affairs Chon Yon
Ok arrives in Dhaka today on a
three-day official visit to
Bangladesh, reports BSS.

During her visit, a cultural
exchange agreement between
the two countries is expected to
be ;

Earlier, North Korea ex-
pressed its eagerness to extend
cooperation in building the in-
dependence monument and
Bangabandhu monument in
Suhrawardy Udyan and Dhan-
mondi in the city, respectively.
The North Korean Vice Minister
will visit sites of the two mon-
uments.

US army team

in Ccity

The Commanding General,
US Army Pacific (USARPAC),
Lieutenant General William M
Steele, arrived in the city yes-
terday, reports BSS.

He is accompanied Pam
Steele and a five-member US
military goodwill delegation.

Chief of Army Staff Lieu-
tenant General Muhammad
Mahbubur Rahman, Begum
Nagina Mahbub and senior
army nfgct:lers receiv:::ﬁc t:jc dﬁ-
' sh ests at rport.
nnnglejE‘. .fll:ll'lbasﬁﬂdﬂl' to
Bangladesh David N Merrill
and other embassy officials
were also present at the airport.

Muggers
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A resident of R K Mission
Road in the old part of the city,
Delwar was under treatment at
the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH), hospital
sources said.

Motijheel police said, they
did not have any information
in this regard till last night.

In another incident, some
muggers seriously assaulted one
Shajahan, 35, and snatched Tk
2,200, a wrist watch and a gold
chain from him when he was
passing Al Amin Road in Do-

ir Bazar at Konapara at about
1:30 am. Shajahan was admit-
ted to the DMCH.
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3 killed in

city incidents
By DMC Correspondent

Three people were killed in
separate accidents while a old
man allegedly committed sui-
cide in the city yesterday.

One Jasimuddin, 45, sus-
tained fatal injuries when his
motor cycle skidded off the road
in Bagbari 'in Mirpur area at
about 12:30 am. He succumbed
to his injuries at the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
(DMCH), hospital sources said.

Geda, 28, was killed on the
spot when a speeding truck ran
over him in Mugdapara early
yesterday.

Besides, a labourer, Sajud-
din, 24, died when he reportedly
fell from the 11th floor of an
under-construction multi-sto-
ried building in Shantinagar
area yesterday noon, hospital
sources said. .

Meanwhile, one Moniruz-
zaman, 65, allegedly committed
suicide by taking poison in a
house at Bara Moghbazar at
about 6 pm. His y was sent
for autopsy. The cause of the
suicide was not known.

Zobaida’s case:
Next hearing
tOMOIrrow

A High Court division bench
yesterday passed an order, di-
recting Deputy Attorney Gen-
eral Mansurul Huq Chowdhury
to submit in writing about the
non-compliance of the order of
the court of Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate (CMM). Dhaka. on
Novemnber 28. 1996 in respect of
granting Zobaida Rashid divi-
sion one in prison. reports BSS.

The bench, comprising Jus-
tice Mahmudul Amin Chowd-
hury and Justice Mohammad
Zainul Abedin. also directed the
deputy attorney general to pro-
duce it tomorrow. the next date
for hearing, necessary papers of
the case. certified copies of
which had already been sup-
plied to the petitioner.

Zobaida Rashid filed a crim-
inal miscellaneous case before
the court for enforcement of the
orders passed by the CMM's
court Dhaka on November 28,
last year.

Calcutta fair
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duction of Paris’ Montmartre
area featuring painters and
musicians.

British and German pub-
lishers were among the major

articipants in the fair, which
ad more than 500 stalls.

AFP quoting. a witness said
around 80 per cent of the site,
which attracted more, than
25,000 people and consisted of
more than 400 stalls, was de-
stroyed.

About 50 fire engines rushed
to the site at a sprawling park
in the city's downtown
Chowringhee area.
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import figures," he said. He

pointed out that im s of food
and consumer s fell while
industrial and intermediate

goods, industrial raw materials
and capital machinery regis-
tered rise during the five-month

period.
"I feel erally satisfied be-
cause it a trend of higher

production and exports.” the
minister said. i
Though the exports mar
a 6.6 pe%‘hc:nt rise to 2186.53
million US dollars during the
July-December riod from
2049 .96 million dollars of the
same period last year, Kibria
said he was worried about ex-
port of leather and readymade

garments.
Export earnings from
leather dropped to million

US dollars from 106 million in
six months while the ready-

made garment rt growth
was virtually nil, he said,
adding that the t is

taking policy measures in this
respect.

Also, the growth in dis-
bursement of aid is not fi-
cant as 481 million dollars
were disbursed 465 mil-
lion in July-November period
of 1995-96 fiscal year, he said.
"We hope the disbursement will
accelerate rapidly in the com-
ing days.”

Remittances, however, regis-
tered a sharp rise with the resi-
dents living abroad sending
home 721.77 million US dol-
lars in July-December period of
this year against 586.84 mil-
lion US dollars of same period
of last year, he said.

The foreign exchange re-
serve. he said, now stood at
1984 million US dollars and
"although the fi is not e
ing, it remai almost stable.
He said when they tookover in
June 1996, the reserve was 2039

lier the

Recover bad loans

million dollars, but a year ear-
was bigger — 3070
million dollars.
; "But thctrﬂhdt?{dqchmm
exchange has been ar-
morcigl} he said.
The minister informed the

journalists that credit during

July-November period ex-
panded TI;YMTiki t}llfiia billion
against : on during
last year's currtapondmga;p;
riod, when the credit-

took place.

He said the credit expansion
during five-month period of
this year, however, was higher
than that of the same of
1994 when it was Tk 8.6 billion.

Bangladesh Bank Governor
Lutfar Rahman Sarker, who

was t at the said
thcmdcmditm L6
per cent the standard 13

satisfactory as it over a
very high credit-expansion
rate.

Sarker also apprehended
that a large portion of the loan
given last year turn into

non-performing loan. He said
the percentage of non-perform-
ing assets shot up to 40 from 28
in early 1995.

8 ated, but our

are not good. So we have to be
very careful," said Kibria,
gtﬂng up arguments in favour

Feuvmunmtultmtegtum
vide loan in selective ways.
Tu to the stockmarket,

Kibria said the market was
ing through a major corr

and the government, which is

watc the developments in
the market, would not intervene
until an abnormal situation

H ped that the foreign
e at the
l::ortlnun vestors would
nvesting after the market sta-
bilised.

—

Declare
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flight in*1903.
"Some find our plane unsafe,
clumsy. not good enough, but
we'll soon be ilying our ;

our Concordes and launching
booster rockets,” he said to
prolonged applause.

Organisers of the summit es-
timate they need to raise 21.6
billion dollars by 2005 for pro-
grammes that typically offer an
average of 100 dollars to bor-
rowers to help them open
stores, rai?rJJoul and start
vegetable gardens for profit.

The conference was organ-
ised by dozens of non-govern-
ment organisations, founda-
tions and cooperatives around
the world.

So far, eight million people
have used microcredit around
the world. Two-thirds of those
who have benefited from such
loans are women, unable to ob-
tain credit from commercial
banks. Many of the lending or-
ganisations claim repayment
rates of more than 90 per cent
so the programmes often fund
themselves.

The World Bank plans to
spend 200 billion dollars in ex-
pected donor pledges on micro-
credit. Other organizations
ho to announce their con-
tributions at the summit or
pledge to do so by February
1998, ;

Organisers of the summit
say microcredit is ‘Iu-st one part
of a broad range of strategies to
helplar:j eutimateg 2.5 billion

eople in abject .
Ethﬁr dmving ts ani;t hea!:l?]:t ar:?d
education improvement.

Critics say the summit's tar-
gets are too ambitious and raise
unrealistic expectations. They
say politicians uuggrt micro-
credit because it o the pos-
sibility of reducing poverty

without aj:f}ending eavily on
foreign aid. They are also con-
cerned that microcredit is mov-
ing too fast.

Hasina said, "The day has
arrived when the global com-
munity has dared to launch a
movement that re the

nuuﬂt:;llttyuuf a fwuﬂd freed
rom the plight of poverty and
4::|1x:1:»1'111."i|.t1¢|:m.,’h ¥

 "Today once all of us
will have to reiterate — as it was

reiterated at turning point of
human history — er we
can and will su together

we can and will m' together

global war against

we shall overcome,"” she said.

The Prime Minister said as
many as 1.3 billion people in
different s of the world are
now languishing under the
crushing burden of hunger,
malnutrition, disease and illit-
eracy.

"Millions of them do not
have adequate shelter over
their heads. Nearly a quarter of
the children of the world go to
bed every night without food.

Against this rather grim
background, the Microcredit
Summit is a reminder that the
international community has
neither forgotten nor chosen to
ignore the victims of the curse
of poverty."

Said Hasina: Our purpose as
an assembly here is to launch a

obal campaign to reach 100
millions of the world's poorest
families, especially the women
of those families, with credit
for self-employment and other
financial and business services
by the year 2005. 1 am here to
endorse this goal and offer my
full support.

The Bangladesh Prime Min-
ister said her government was
determined to complete the
mission for creating and sus-
taining an exploitation-free
prosperous society. Rapid eco-
nomic growth is a pre-requisite
for success in the fight against

. she added.

"While our macro-economic
policies are designed to in-
crease investment and stimu-
late the economic growth rate,
we are equally mindful of the
need to undertake urgent mea-
sures to address the problems of
the poor, the women and the
children.

"Meeting the credit needs of
the poor is one of the most effec-
tive ways to fight exploitation
and " she said. |

ere can be no doubt that
human beings. however poor,
do have the innate capacity to
change their fate for the better
through empowerment and
partnership, she said, adding
the success of the microcredit
]:)rugrammcu in Bangladesh is

. largely due to the resilience of

the hard-werking women.

"They can achieve wonders if
we can provide them with train-
ing and motivation, organisa-
tion, outlets and mi-
crocredit facilities."

Hasina said it is the assured
availability of credit which
could radically transform the

life of a poor person from one of
misery and despair to one of
hope and creativity.

"We in are proud
of the ou work done by
Professor Mohammad Yunus
and the Grameen Bank he
founded. His bold ment
has been described by the World
Bank as a revolution in innova-
tion microcredit.”

She said he had demon-
strated to the world that the
poor have the capacity to pro-
ductively use evén 'a small
credit and change their fate.
"The success of the Grameen
Bank has created optimism
about the viability of banks en-
gaged in extending microcredit
to the poor.”

Hasina said leading non-
governmental organisations
such as BRAC, PROSHIKA and
ASA also have some of the effec-
tive micro¢redit programmes.

"It is a matter of satisfaction
to us that the success of the
Grameen Bank and other lead-
ing NGOs in Bangladesh has led
some 50 countries to initiate
microcredit-driven poverty al-
leviation programmes.

"We are here to herald an in-
novation in banking that has
the potential to strike a severe
blow to poverty in my country
and in countries all around the
world.

"But this is more than a
revolution in banking — it is a
revolution in employment and
in building self-esteem, it is a
reaffirmation of faith in the
iﬂv!:’:*::bl..aluaturc of human
hope and :

Ii:"":l‘hw: ngclgrtly of Spain has
traveled to my country to visit
women in our villages. Her visit
is a recognition of the impor-
tance of our mission at this
Summit.

"The First Lady of the United
States has traveled to
Bangladesh, other countries in
South Asia. and to Latin Amer-
jca to visit programmes that
originated from this revolu-
tion. Her presence and partici-

ation in and support to this
gummit endows us with persis-
tence and courage to complete
the course.”

“Tomorrow morning the
Declaration of Support will be
signed.” she said, adding this
Declaration of Support embéd-
ies universal support for a
tested and viable alternative for
a hunger and poverty-free
world.

poverty

"Each of us must ask what we
can do to further this Summit's
mission. We must ask what our
institutions can do, be they pub-
lic or private. Then we must
determine what we will do, and

o about doing it to realise this
eclaration — this mission.

“For my part, I'll be the advo-
cate and goodwill ambassador
of microcredit when | meet with
other heads of state and gov-
ernment at regional and global
fora,” Hasina said.

"I'll go on professing access
to credit must be ensured and
equalised for all endowed with
ability and enterprise. It will be
my dream along with yours to
build a bridge of equality and
enterprise across all continents
for les.”

She told the august assembly
that she would meet with the
leading microcredit institu-
tions in her country along with
leaders of business and indus-
try, academic community and
the media in an effort to chart
the next steps for B adesh
towards fulfilling the Summit's

goal. .
"I'll meet the street children
of our cities — we call them

'Tokais', literally collectors of
throw-out food and clothing —
to say that an effective answer
has been found in this Summit
to the question that 1 posed to
my country in a book | wrote
three years earlier: why they
became 'Tokais' instead of
children seeking normal,
healthy and educated adult-
hood,” Hasina said.

"I will meet the r and de-
prived women and tell them
now it will be their time to rise
up and share the country's re-
sources and potentials equally
with men.”

The Bangladesh Prime Min-
ister said it had taken far too
long for the world to recognise
what the practitioners in this
room and those not here have
achieved. It has taken the world
far too long to recognise the ca-

abilities of the world's poorest
amilies,

"And it has also taken the
world far too long to hear and
understand: That charities and
handouts help maintain and
deepen poverty: that these are
invented to avoid giving equal
chances to the poor: that hand-
outs take away initiative from
people; and that human beings
thrive on challenges, not on
palliatives.

Janata Housing
Co MD, Director
held on charge
of cheating

Two brothers, identified as
the owners of a hnusin%]tstatc
company at Mirpur in the city,
were arrested yesterday . .on
charge of cheating the people,
reports UNB.

Police said managing direc-
tor of Janata Housing Company
SMA Kabir and its director
SMA Kashem were arrested
following specific allegations
that they were not handing over
the plots to the buyers.

he police action followed
the filing of two cases with Mir-
pur thana against them.

Indian national
robbed

A female Indian national
was robbed of gold chain in
front of the Indian High Com-
mission at Dhanmondi in the
city yesterday, reports UNB.

Police said a group of youths
snatched the chain from Katar

Singh at about 7:30 pm. Katar
Singh is an employee of the
High Commission. they said.

Malaysia
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agency personnel in Malaysia
are now making a house-to-
house search for illegal mi-
grants. He said. the intense blitz
is expected to remain suspended
from February 7 to 10 for the
Eid-ul-Fitr. A full scale drive
may be launched after the Eid,
he said.

The delegation will return
home Wednesday or Thursday
and give a report to the govern-
ment on the outcome of the
talks, the other sources said.

The delegation will leave
Kuala Lumpur today for
Bangkok where it will attend a
two-day seminar on poverty al-
leviation, the sources added.
The delegation had reached
Kuala Lumpur on Saturday last.

After a one-month extension
of an amnesty expired on Jan-
uary 31, authorities in
Malaysia rounded up 1,900 ille-
gal migrants till Sunday.
~ According to earlier reports,
some 1.5 lakh Bangladeshis got
themselves legalised during the
six-month amnesty period of-
fered by the Malaysian gov-
ernment.

The exact number of
Bangladeshis in Malaysia
having no work permits has not
yet been ascertained. "Some-
times this figure ranges between
20,000 and 2 lakh. Malaysian
authorities, make guess-work
to ascertain the number of ille-
gal Bangladeshi migrants here
the other sources in the High
Commission said.

The number of Bangladeshis
working in Malaysia with valid
documents is about 1.70,000.
Some 1,216 Bangladeshi work-
ers are now detained in various
detention camps while 315 are
in jail for illegally entering
into that country.

Minister of State for Labour
and Manpower M A Mannan
had earlier told The Daily Star
that Malaysia would not deport
Bangladeshis till a repatriation
deal was reached.

He had also said that the
government would make ar-
rangements to bring back all
illegal workers

Cold wave grips
Rangpur again

RANGPUR, Feb 3: Cum
gain gri Rangpur, -
Egajpuf istricts and their ad-
joining areas with the sudden
fall of mercury yesterday, re-
ports BSS.
The mercury which was
above 11 d?ree Celsius during

thuﬂlutfw ays has come down
to 9. Bl

The poor have been.
suffering badly as most of them

do not have warm clothes.

All the day tndad;icthe areas
were covered with k fog and
the chilly wind swept across the
districts.

Ekushey
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Academy delivered the address
of welcome.

Poet Shamsur Rahman said
that the Language Movement

eatly influenced subsequent
iterary works and develop-
ment of Bengali literature in
the country.

He observed that a trend of
religious idealism was wit-
nessed in i literature af-
ter the creation of Pakistan.
"Our literature is not free of
this tendency,” he said.

Shamsur Rahman said,
when | wri by the late
Forties. the hands ol the littera-
teurs were tied by Pakistani
rulers. But to express my own
thoughts and develop my own
style, | did not use the phraseol-
ogy im by the Pak-
istani government, he stated.
He, however, added that he was
deeply influenced by the poets
of rties.

Poet Shamsur Rahman, 65,
till date, has published 51 vol-
umes of , 46 of them after
independence.

Prof Mansur Musa said the

poets are the "most sensible

part" of the society. They can

gla a vital role in nation-
uilding, he observed.

Biswajit Ghosh said Poet
Shamsur Rahman laid the
foundation of pro-Bangladesh
poetry. He was the real artist
who portrayed the struggling
life of the people of this soil,
Ghosh said.

Short story writer and nov-
elist Prof Sawkat Ali would be
the main speaker in today's lec-
ture session. Shafiul Alam and
Dr Masuduzzaman will be
among the discussants. Prof
Wakil Ahmed will preside over
the session sched to begin
at 11 am.

Hillary
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March 26. next in Bangladesh.

Hillary was also happy to
know about the rural electrifi-
cation system in Bangladesh
and said that it would help de-
velop socio-economic infras-
tructure. She particularly
praised the various pro-
grammes of the Grameen Bank
and said it would help alleviate
poverty in rural Hangﬁ.d&sh.

The US First Lady referred to
her visit to Bar?adeah and ex-
pressed her desire to visit
Dhaka once more in near fu-
ture Hasina extended her
thanks to her and invited the
First Lady to visit Bangladesh.

State Minister [or Foreign
Aftairs Abul Hasan Chowdhury.
State Minister for Planning Dr.

Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir,
Managing Director of the
Grammen Bank Profl.

Muhammad Yunus and the
Bangladesh envoy to the United
States KM Shehabuddin were
preseit on the ocCcasion



