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IPl. age 12, is proud ol
her progress at  her
school in Jhigatola.

"l like it here.," she says.
"Now | know how to read and
write. The teachers are good.
They love us.”

She, like Lhe 7,990 other
children who formerly worked
in garment factories and who
are now enrolled in school, are
writing a new chapter in the
hist of the movement to end
child labour and create learn-
ing opportunities for working
children in Bangladesh.

January 21st marked the
first year anniversary of the
first school established to re-
ceive former child garment
workers released from, facto-
ries. So far 315, schools have
been set up as part of the follow-
up to the pioneering Memoran-
dum of Understanding (MoU)
signed between the Bangladesh
Garment Manufacturers and
Exporters Association
(BGMEA), UNICEF and ILO.

In implementation of the
agreement, BGMEA, UNICEF
and ILO conducted a joint sur-
vey from July to November
1995 to find out the actual
number of child workers em-

in the factories. The sur- -

vey found that our of nearly 1.2
million workers in the garment
factories, most of them women,
1ﬂ,54'?fwcrc children under 14
years of age.

There were four key provi-
sions formulated in the MoU :
the removal of all under-age
workers — those below 14 — by

FOCUS

Sending Child Workers to School

October 1995; no further hiring
of under-age children: the
placement of those children
removed from the garment fac-
tories in appropriate educa-
tional programmes with a
mornthly stipend: the offer of
the :rhlf;:lren s jobs to qualified
family members.

The MolU explicitly directed
factory owners, in the best in-
terests of these children, not to
dismiss any child workers until
a factory survey was completed
and alternative arrangements
could be made for the freed
children.

The costs and tasks of im-
plementation are being shared
among the three MolU signato-
ries and partner NGOs. BGMEA
and ILO are financing the
monthly stipends of 300

iven to enrolled children to

elp compensate their lost
wages. The schooling is being
funded by UNICEF, with
schools set up and run by two
Eartner NGOs — the Bangladesh

ural Advancement Committee
(BRAC] and Gono Shahjo
Shangstha (GSS).

The schooling consists of a
three-year curriculum. The stu-
dents are free to return to work
once they reach 14. But there
are many who would like to
continue their education, such

There are now 7,990 children enrolled in 315 schools.
Some of the children found most recently (22 Sept.,
'96, 31 October, '"96) in factories by joint verification
team are not those enumerated in the original

survey. Moreover, the implementing NGOs,
and GSS have been approached by large

RAC
numbers of

children who formerly worked in garment factories

but most of them have not come wi

in the iew of

survey. BRAC and GSS have allowed these children
to attend school pending verification by the

ILO/BGMEA.

as Lipi. She says, "Given a
chance, I would like to study
more."

However, for many, the chal-
lenges they face are still consid-
erable. When Bilal Hossain
turned 14 in December, he im-
mediately returned to his job at
Annyana Garments in Mirpur.
"I wish | could continue my
studies,” he says. "But | have to
work because my father is dead
and eight members of my fam-
ily d d on me."

Monitoring and verification
visits by BGMEA, ILO and the
Labour Directorate are continu-
ing to ensure that garment fac-
tories no longer employ under-
age workers. On 31 October
1996, the BGMEA declared that
the garment industry was free
of child labour, at a public event
attended by the Secretary of
Labour, the Representatives of
UNICEF and ILO, and the US
Ambassador. -

"It's true that the garment
industry at this moment is free
from child labour," says Dr
Monica Sharma, Officer-in-
Charge of UNICEF Bangladesh,
"but to sustain this it is impor-
tant to keep a constant watch.”

Dr Sharma points out that
the MoU initiative is an impor-
tant step towards protecting the
rights of children. "'The elimi-
nation of child labour from the
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readymade garment industry in
Bangladesh, and sending the
child workers to school, have
been the realisation of the
rights of the child,” she says.

ILO's project director, Mr
Rijk Van Haarlem, is equally

sitive. "The programme is the

rst of its kind even in the
world. This is a unique pro-
gramme and deserves high ap-
preciation.”

Efforts are now being made
to explore the possibilities of
using the successes and lessons
learned in the garment industry
to other sectors.

Kazi Shafiqul Islam, vice
resident of the Federation of
angladesh Chambers of Com-

merce and Industry (FBCCI),
supports this initiative. "But
there should be coordinated ef-
fort and children to be sent to
schools be given adequate com-
pensation through stipends and
vocational training," he said.

Partners are also consider-
ing a credit programme for the
families affected by the release
of their children. has con-
cluded and agreement with the
Social Investment Bank, which
incorporates provisions for
small-scale credit to families of
children who were enrolled in
school following their release
from the garments factories.

All SAARC member-coun-
tries are commiited to the elim-
ination of hazardous child
labour by the year 2000, and all
forms of child labour by 2010.

News Network/UNICEF

O bring in  conformity
within the laws of so-
ciety, the touch ol

education is essential. Put in
another way. it means that
educating its citizen for
tomorrow should be the pri-
mary task of a nation. Nowa-
days, we cannot i ne even a
single step advancement of so-
ciety without education. A per-
his patriotism by
fighting the enemies of the
country. One can also do this by

rforming deeds that would

nefit the nation. In reality.
there are very few who are for-
tunate to be able to per-
form either task for their na-
tion.

We must understand and
recognise that education is a
slow but sure ess of devel-
opment of individual intellect
and pcrmnallif:y. To educate
people for the future, the uni-
versities have been playing an
important role since long.
Hence the universities are
called shrines of learning
where thoughts of a nation are
born and fostered. The tasks
and responsibilities of a uni-
versity is indeed boundless.

This sense of responsibility

[_rthu.ﬂp- terin !

form standard of education in
both public and private sectors.
In keeping with this idea. th
supervision. governing, man-
agement and inspection of an
institution will also be freed
from political interference.

However, what we observe in
our topmost educational insti-
tutions. i.e. the universities, is
detrimental student politics
which, in truth, has damaged
our standard of education al-
most beyond repair. Do we re-
ally want student politics in the
educational institutions? Or do
we prefer student politics to ed-
ucation? We must realise which
comes first — student political
and violence or education and a
congenial atmosphere for it. As
a nation we have not been able
to stand firmly on our feet even
alter 25 years of independence.
Does anyone in our country re-
alise it?

To make education a tool of
development. we shall have to
isolate politics from the uni-
versity campuses. Some may
argue that student politics
should not be banned from edu-
cational institutions since it
had a positive impact on our
independence from the British
7 and froim Pakistan in

L uyproaches to preblems of ipiver-noi1 197 duAnd. who doesn's know of

4 sity administration and educa-2' ! the
Primei Ministen; S8heikh!
~students playeéd am impo

| tion.
Hasina said last December that
there is no alternative to "Edu-
cation for All" for socio-eco-
nomic and political develop-
ment. The commitment of our
present government to eradi-
cate illiteracy within 10 years
emphasises the need for a uni-

t Language Moveinent of
19 Even aslate as'im 1990,
rrtant
role in toppling the autocratic

from . We must not
downplay the sacrifices of our
students. However, my point is,
since the students played an
important role in establishing
democracy. they should also

riki

by A H Luful Hassan

show how to practice it. Democ-
racy, as we know, is: of the peo-
ple, by the people and for the
people. More precisely, it im-
plies the full participation of
common people for the welfare
of the nation. Time has come to
build our nation without lapse
of any more time and we can
only start to do so when the
population becomes literate.

Massive movements are al-
ready underway to educate ev-
ery citizen of Bangladesh. There
are four stages of education:
primary, secondary, higher
secondary and undergradu-
ate/graduate or university
level. All the stages are of equal
importance for the students. So,
no stage of education should be
ignored. 1 would like to confine
my discussion to university ed-
ucation or higher education
since it is most affected by stu-
dent politics and hence threat-
ened.

Everywhere around the
world education plays a vital
role. It is known to us that the
university should exist to prop-
agate the life of reason, not to
serve the purpose of 'auﬁlpﬂ]i '
gal group or culturgl ideclogy ¢

) ‘}HP E stem, ?F,UTE, SQ-
'b.'fl.l_ ufgrmlﬂ bjr?ny‘ univ

sity, .worthy of the name. is
gt T!ﬁiigﬁ';rgl

sta erishi and perpetu-
ate the process which extends
the realm of reason in human
affairs. Unfortunately, these
kinds of goals and objectives
cannot be realised in an envi-
ronment dominated by un-
healthy student politics and

Che Laily

violence. Just due to this thou-
sands of students in our country
are losing their invaluable
time. The prevalence ol student
politics and violence forces
most of our universities to re-
main closed half the year. As a
result, a 4-year university de-
gree takes 7 to B years to be
completed. This is a heart-
breaking experience for any
student who has to compete in
today's world.

The detriment of student
politics among the students in
different government-owned
universities and colleges is
quite a common feature. How-
ever, the present government
has apparently recognised the
detrimental effect of student
politics and believably consid-
ers it as a potential threat
against education. Academic
freedom is treated as an impor-
tant tool: academic freedom
both ways — to pursue education
and to impart education. Stu-
dents should possess the right
to acquire knowledge in univer-
sities and the task of the gov-
ernment is to safeguard this

Let e - Withoutl academic
:’ré'qd&m;wirqr eflugahel cCanmot
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réﬁ?{_‘ ﬂo?s""&{"l r'['taﬁ“ g‘rt’,‘f’d om
is important tool of any democ-
racy too. So, from the demo-
cratic point of view, our gov-
ernment should restrict the un-
healthy student politics and

violence. In fact. a very small
section of the student body is

B

i R

~ Student Politics —Pushing Education on a Road to

involved in campus violence
but the entire student popula-
tion suffers because of them. In
a survey among university stu-
dents, it was found that about
83 students do not like student
politics and violence in univer-
sity or any educational institu-
tion. In a democracy. the ma-
jority rules, so we should con-
centrate on safeguarding the in-
terests of the maci{]uritjr. Thus,
the violent student politics
should be dealt with sternly for
the benefit of our nation.

Basically, education in
Bangladesh is not very ad-
vanced. The prevailing system
of education is not worth men-
tioning in comparison to the
rest of the subcontinent. Previ-
ously, no significant initiative
was taken on behalf of the gov-
ernment to improve the current
unhealthy situation. In truth,
the educational atmosphere
and standard in all public uni-
versities of the country have be-
come questionable. In
Bangladesh, students attach
value to a university education
generally as a path to a career
in the fastest possible way. The
only conception in most stu-.
denits’ inds Is that higher -
cationi- at the

the strengthsof their te.
The hcine environment may
develop intellectual curiosity to
some but not when one is
forced to do something he/she
may not wish to pursue. The
university is there to let them
choose what they want to do
and the only way that the uni-

university 1¢vel 7 Jifrg to
b g sate and su@h’ of. oy E¥@m
¥ NMoosing"d earéér acoording t guul
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versity can develop their minds
is by making courses interesi-
ing and interactive. So the pos-
terity of the university should
not be a melting pot of homoge-
neous entities that estimate the
value of higher education by
two touchstones of examina-
tions and career with nothing
in between.

President Justice Sha-
habuddin said in his speech at
the Jahangirnagar University
convocation ceremony on 6
January, 1997 that our students
had played glorious and com-
mendable roles in all the politi-
cal movements of the country.
The President then noted with
regret that the image of educa-
tional institutions has been
tarnished now due to campus
violence and that students
carry weapons to the university
instead of books. It is to be un-
derstood from reality that
without education, widespread
development at the national
level is impossible. Therefore,
we must take a vow to educate
our people before stepping into
the 21st century. For this, we
will have to prepare a national

cation policy which, accord-

n&gﬁﬁ lohg overdue,
pwang j ot amo+

ment slip by unutilised.

. IWel have | already ' wasted 25

years since our indepéndence
without formulating a proper
plan of action. Alas! a quarter
of a century has passed and we
have .little to show. Isn't it
shameful for us as nation? Will
our future generations forgive
us?
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Time to While Away

by Cacophonix

[ feel a little bad for the par-
ents who have to wait by the
school gates and waste a m?ilnr
part of the day, till school fin-
ishes to take their kids home.
What to they do for several
hours? How do they kill time?

To satisfy my curiosity one
fine day, I decided to do some
snooping at one of the larﬁcst
unofficial guardians' gather-
ings near a prominent school in
the city,

There were plenty of moth-
ers in sight, sitting in groups on
both sides of the road.

The bunch closest to me was
talking about the 'all time
favourite topic' of the female
urbanites — right you've guessed
it, 'domestic help.' "So, did you
find a replacement?" — asked
one lady. "No. not yet, but my
sister is sup%nsed to send me
one from our home town" — was
the reply "You know these days
you have to be careful about the
people you hire. "It's tough to get
trustworthy people” — one of the
women commented and started
to relate her neighbour's awful
experience with domestic staff.
Since, it's not a topic 1 know a
lot about or wanted to listen to
for that matter, [ decided to
move forward.” Right next to
the ladies with domestic help
problems was an elderly man
trying very hard to stifle a
yawn, Probably someone's
grandad. the man looked bored
and was casually flicking
through the pages of a back is-
sue ol Reader's Digest.

Il could see a group of women
engrossed in some papers. Go-
ing nearer | discovered that
they were carefully studying
CVs of prospective brides or
grooms. Snatches of their con-
versation came within m
earshot. "You know 'X' Shahe
has a daughter, who is a doctor.
She's very pretty and charming,
she would make a perfect wife
for 'Y’ someone exclaimed. The
eligible groom [ found out, is an
engineer doing his PhD in the
US. He might be bright and rich
but how do you know whether
he is a man of character or not?
— a shrewd lady asked "Oh.
bhabi, what are you talking
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about, people don't bother with
the groom's past record. He has
a brilliant future ahead of him,
who cares if he has a clean repu-
tation” or not? — the first
woman answered. What a despi-
cable attitude, 1 had a retort
ready but restrained myself and
focused on another group of
day-time squatters instead. The
group in question seemed to be a
very serious one, busy worrying
about their offsprings' aca-
demic progress.

"My son is weak in math, |
don't know what to do? asked
one mother. Another parent
had a prompt solution: * Why
not hire a tutor, don't waste
time.” Two mothers were com-
paring report cards,. One of
them it seemed was very sad
about the poor grades her son
received in Bengali and draw-
ing. The other lady quickly
pointed out that the little boy
did well in Math at least. I was
quite bored and about to leave
when a voung lady gave me a
leaflet saying, "you simply must
come." Where? | wondered and
looked at the piece of paper, Oh,
it's another Eid dress sale,
which promises to be different
than the others. Sorry, I can't
go, | silently muttered. There
are far too many sales these
days to keep track of them.

On the pavement on the
other side of the road, two
youngmen were busy talking
about clothes. So it's only
women who talk about clothes?
One man was saying, "I recom-
mend you %c} to Seal or Cat's
Eye, you're likely to get trendy
shirts there”. "Really said the
other one and they started talk-
ing about footwear available at
Bata." but I didn't wait to hear
what they were saying. Some
women were exchanging
recipes. One was diligently writ-
ing down how to make dough-
nuts, for iftar (?) guess jilapi is
getting a bit bm"iﬂgi

Enough, I couldn't stay there
another minute longer. While |
was leaving | saw a woman giv-
ing me a curious look. I realised
that they took me for just an-
other guardian and there I was
leaving before school was over!
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First Day First Show 10:30

Planet Ruby 4:30 B Ban! VJ And Cooks 10:30 Videofashion =
Alessandra 5:30 Big :00 11:00 Kate & Allie 11:30 The
Rewind VJ | i‘l 7:00 By Oprah Winfrey Show
Demand VJ Tml :00 Planet 12:30noon Dynasty 1:30 Santa
Ruby 9:00 BPL Oye! 10:00 Barbara 2:30 The Bold & The

Launchpad VJ Samira 11:00
The Ride 11:30 Over The
12:30 Big Bang VJ Aless

i

Beautiful 3:00 Reporter 3:30
Buniyaad 4:00 Jaane Bhi Do

Yaaro 4:30 Land of the Giants

. 5:30 Black Beauty 6:00 Kate &
3:00 Opening announcement  1:00 Haysah 2:00 Frame by o0 ¢ S RIS T e
3:10 News in Bangla 3:15 Pa- Alessandra 4:30 Asian top 20 2
the Bible 3:25 Cartoon Film Small Wonder 8:30 Hindi Serial:
THe Lone w 3:50 Retele- Tu Tu Main Main 9:00 Imtihan
cant of sslected p;’ugrm STAR PLUS 9:30 Star News 10:00 British
4:45 Educational programme Comedy: Yes Minister 10:30
5:00 News in Bangla 5:25 House Of Cards 11:30 The
Dolan Chanpa 5:50 Slgarts pro- 6:30 Ninaad 7:30 Star News Bold & The Beautiful 12:00mn
6:30 Anu Paramanu 8:00 Sky Business News and Santa Barbara 1:00 Star News
a:ﬂ University 7:00 The &onda 8:30 Star News 9:00  01:30 The X Files 2:30 Star
News 7:25 Band show 8:00 y News 9:30 Aerobics Oz Trek 3:00 Quincy 4:00 The
News in 8:45 Package Style 10:00 Ann Wilim's Look  Oprah Winfrey Show 5:00
Drama 10:00 News in English
10:30 Janamat 10:50 Comedy

BBC
Worid

6:00am News 6:10
World Focus : The Money Pro-

TVS Sa Ra Ga/Jhalak on Zee TV at 8:30

Barnaby Jones

STAR SPORTS

6:30am Asia Sport Show 7:00
Spanish F'ball League HA 7:30
India Tour Of South Africa Tri-

Series India vs S Africa
HL 8:30 5 Nations Champi-
onships England vs Scotiand
10:00 5 Nations Champi-
onships Wales vs Ireland 11:30
NBA Game of the Week Utah

@ Dallas 1:30 India Tour Of
South Africa Triangular Series
india vs S Africa HL 3:00
Heineken Classic Final Day
From Vines Resort, Perth, Aus-
ralia 5:30 Trans World Sport
7:30 ATP Shanghai Open
Quarter Finals 9:30 Triangular

Series India vs S Africa H/L
11:00 Royal Rumble 1997 1:30
Trans World Sport 3:00 Korea
Open 1997 Semi Finals From
Korea

STAR MOVIES

7:30 Family: David 15 (Arabic
Subtitles) 9:30 Classic: We Dive
Al Dawn 12 (Arabic Sublitles)
11:30 Romance: {m:ﬁ'gfs
ings Change 15 (Mi

litles) 1:30 F : Free Willy PG
(Hindi Slﬁtl;ir? 3:30 F :
House Of Cards 15 (Ar

Subtities) 5:30 - Clifford
15 (H'nd}ti Subtitles) u::u Film

Fiction:. The Big Sleep 15
(Arabic Subtities) 9:30 This
Week That Year 10:00 Com-
edy: The Raffle 18 12:00 World

Cinema: Mediterraneo 18

EEnglish Subtites) 2:00 After
ark: The Rapture 18 (Arabic
Subtitles) 4:00 Film Ciub: Fatal
Sky 18 (Hindi Subtitles) 5:30
Horror: Invitation To Hell 15
(Arabic Subtities)

ZEE TV

12:30 Yeh Kahan A Hum
1:00 No Problem 1:30 Raahat
2:00 Shapath 2:30 TMM 4:00
Dastaan 4:30 Ghoomta Aaina
5:00 Jagran 5:30 Surtal 6:00
News 6:30 Jagran 7:00 ZED
8:30 Disney Hour 9:30 Gaane
Anjaane 10:00 Nirma Hum
Paanch 10:30 Dream Mer-
chants 11:00 Daak Ghar Apna
Ghar 12:00 Helpline 12:30
Dhara Zaike Ka Safar 1:00
ZED 1:30 Asian Sky Shop 2:00
Hum Paanch 2:30 Tara 3:00
Raahat 3:30 Mere Ghar Ana
Zindagi 4:00 Pakeezah 4:30
Lijat Khana Khazana 5:00 ZED
E:I;ﬁ Bournvita Quiz Contest

MY BALL WENT

6:00 ZED 6:30 Disney Hour
7:30 Raahat 8:00 Gaane An-
jaane 8:30 TVS Sa Re Ga

a/Jhalak 9:30 Campus 10:00
Parivartan 10:30 News 11:00

ter College Quiz 6:25 Aiou
Courses 7:00 Taranum (Drama
Serial) 7:45 English News 8:00
Potluck 8:20 Ali Baba 8:45 Tum
Se Kahan Tha (Serial) 9:00

Closed

9:00 Janmabhumi 9:30 Mono-
rama Cabin 10:00 Bengali
Movie Club Film Show 1:00

Daraar 11:30 Close Up Antak-
shari

8:00am Tilawat Aur Tarjuma-
/Hamd/Naat 8:20 Cartoon 8:30
Khabrain 8:45 Abb Pata Challa
9:05 Khat Farg&:.iﬁsrl'nl E:EZI:J
am Sargam 9:45 llaaj-Bill-
gﬁi&a Pakii'glan 10:05 Shab
Daigh 10:35 English Film : Goof
10:55 Milli Naghma
11:00 Khabrain 11:10 The
Saint (Roger Moaor)
Shama (Drama Serial) 12:55pm
Quraan-e-Hakeem 1:02 Bismil-
Angaar (Drama Serial) Prog
Drama Serial)
Cultural 3:15

Troop

12:00

lah 1:15
2:00 Shehrad
2:50 The Face

Break For Headline News
10:00 Khabrmama & Commer-
cial News 11:15 Classics
Drama Serial: Janglee 12:20
Special: TBA 1:00 Khas Khas
Khabrain/ Close down

10:30 Janmadin 10:35 Educ
Prog 11:00 Nazrulgeeti 11:15
Folk Songs 12:30 Monorama
Cabin 1:00 Janmabhumi 1:30
Trishna 2:30 Aiy Chandee Ki
Anandey 3:00 Bahari (Serial)
3:30 Bhangan 5:05 Nepali
ramme 5:30 News 5:35
Desh Bidesher Khela 6:00 Palli
Katha 6:30 Batayan (Drama
Serial) 6:55 Bhangan (Serial)

11:00 The Young And The
Restless 12:30 O'Maria (Serial)
1:00 Pehli Mulakat 1:30 Surf-
Wheel Of Fortune 2:00 Premier
2:30 Closed

SONY ET

8:30am Yaadon Ki Baarat 9:00
The Three Stooges 9:30 Den-
nis The Menace 10:00 | Dream
Of Jeannie 10:30 Surf-Wheel
Of Fortune (Game Show) 11:00
Faasle (Serial) 11:30 Civil Lines
garialj 12:00 Jadugar 12:30

ver Story-Hostel (Senal) 1:00
Jane Kaha Mera Jigar Gaya Ji
1:30 The Young And The
Restless (Eng. Serial) 2:30
Cine Matinee-Hindi Feature Film
5:30 The Three Stooges 6:00
Dennis The Menace 6:30
Yaadon Ki Baarat 7:00 Premier
7:30 | Dream of Jeannie 8:00
Surf-Wheel Of Fortune 8:30 5
Star Xpressit 9:00 Jevan Mirtu
(Serial) 9:30 Yeh Sadi Nahi Ho

EL TV

06:30 Dance Dance 7:30 Jugal
Jodi B:30 Music Time 9:30
Tarana Aur Fasane 10:30 Kal
Bhi Aaj Bhi 11:00 Tere V Chup
11:30 Amar Prem 12:00 Mono-
ranjan 12:30 Song Yatra 1:00
Bengali Special 01:30 Bengali
Special 02:00 Aya Saawan
03:00 Shatranj 03:30 Abhinetri

04:00 Bgd Balwant 04:30 The
Music Real Count Down 05:00
Talaash 05:30 Special: Jhumo
Nacho 06:30 Its My Choice
07:00 Bangal Serial 07:30
Bangal Serial 08:00 TBA 08:30
Sory Mery Lory 09:00 Dance
Mania 09:30 Karz (Serial) 10:00
Chalo Cinema 10:30 Hindi Fea-

Roushni 3:30 Paimaney 4:00
Ghardari 4:35 Biology
Geography/ Chemistry 5:55 In-

Tom and Jerry

GUTTER AGAIN'

for 10th/

7:30 Bangla Sambad 7:55
Dinindan 8:00 Gan Sudhu Gan

THIS FOR A
BETTER GRIF.

IAN FLEMING'S

James Bond

-

/ YPT7 ... WHERE
M T
NOW PERFORMI. —

N

'
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Sakti (Serial) 10:00 Chamatkar
(Drama Serial) 10:30 Ghaav

ture Film 1:30 Music Time 2:30
Ched Chad 3:30 Jazbaat

WHY 1S IT
50 EASY TO
HATE MICE ¢

DRAWN BY JOHN McLUSKY
FLOORSHOW IN THE_DINING

ROOM TONIGHT ?
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