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Nigerian FA
in disarray

LAGOS. Feb 1: More than
half of the Nigerian Football
Association's Technical Com-
mittee resigned here on Friday,
reports ;

Chairman Adegboye Onig-
binde said the decision to quit
was in protest over outside in-
terference with their work.

In a joint statement issued at
the end of their meeting, com-
mittee members complained
they had not been contacted
about recent sac of six na-
tional coaches, including the
coach of the Su]il1 Eagles,
Shuaibu Amodu, the appoint-
ment of new ones, screening of
candidates for the vacant post
of technical adviser, invitation
amg:la}rtru into national teams,

others.

"In view of the fact that the
technical committee has never
been contacted for inputs, nor
has any of our recommenda-
tions been taken into consider-
ation, members present (at the
meeting) hereby unanimously
resolved to resign their mem-
bership of the technical com-

mittee,” said the statement
s nine of the 15 mem-
bers of the committee. But one

of the signatories to the state-
ment, Kashimawo Laloko, later
made a volte-face when he an-
nounced later that he had with-
drawn his signature.

He was appointed last Mon-
day as the new technical direc-

tor of the association.

Injury sidelines
Radulescu

ZAGREB. Feb 1: German
Alex Radulescu was forced to
quit his Croatian indoor quar-
terfinal, against title-holder
Goran Ivanisevic on Friday be-
cause of a back injury, reports
Reuter.

World number two Ivanise-
vic had swept through the ﬁrst
set without drop D(glng a
and the score st at 1- linthc
second when Radulescu retired.

Ivanisevic will meet fifth-
seeded Spaniard Javier San-
chez. a 6-0, 7-6 winner over
Argentine Gaston Etlis, in the
semilinals.

Second seed Thomas En-

t of Sweden reached the last
our by beating Moroccan
Hicham Arazi 6-2, 6-3. He will
gl_aay Briton Greg Rusedski a 7-5,

winncr over Martin. Damm
of the Czech Republic.

Rally of
Sweden
Feb 7

Piero Laitti and the 555 Sub-
aru World Rally Team the
1997 season with an ou -
ing victory, decisively winning
tthauyantc Caﬂa on th:

555
ave the
b palgn
0 P as cam
u?stuhém rﬁn F brugl';} .
0 - e , says
a press release.

Colin McRae and Kenneth
Eriksson will take on dri
duties for this specialist even
which is the only true snow
rally in the calendar. Colin has

leud inth: Champi~

a particularly convincing
record on this rally, which has
historically been dominated by

Scandinavian drivers — three
podium placings since 1992
and, allied with Kenneth's local
knowledge and his two wins in
recent years, the pai should
ove to be a formidable force.
st year, Colin finished in
third place behind Carlos Sainz
and overall winner, Tommi
Makinen, while Kenneth fin-
ished in fifth on what was his
debut rally with the team.
Kenneth's intimate experi-
ence of not only the event, but
also of the prevailing terrain
and weather conditions, has
helped the team with the com-
plex process of testing and
reparation for the exceptional
conditions. The average sea-
sonal tcn?cmtur:n can stand at

-30°C and with stages composed
of snow and ice surfaces, cool-

ing, suspension and tyre
choices for the new Subaru Im-
preza 555 WRC97 have to be ex-
actly right.

Kenneth's home village of
Appelbo is within a stone's
throw of the rally route, and his

2>
s

ABOVE ALL ELSE

knowledge in the preparation
process is invaluable.

The entire event through the.

Varmland and Dalarmma regions
of the country is 1,614 kms

with 24 stages cov-
ering 413 kms. And, new to the

route this ia n super special
stage in the host
town, Ka:latad along the frozen
river.

Karlstad is not the only
place to turn the freezing condi-
tions to the best advant
the traditional use of the
lake at Torsby provides another
distinctive ice test for the
teams. As the rally heads into
the Dalarna region for the
overnight halt in Borlange,
there is a second super special
with cars head-to-head
in the Lugnet Ski Stadium,
making the rally a spectacle for
the enthusiastic local popula-

tion.

The 555 Subaru World Rally
Team drivers have a particular
passion for this event,

the courage it demands
Kenneth course revelling
the support he en Emm hu

home crowd. Um
mon desire to win th thc
Drivers’ and Hnnuhctumu'

|

PERTH, Feb 1: Cu-
rily Ambrose re-
. kindled the form
ol his match-wi-
nning performa-
nce here four

years ago wtth a hostile spell of
fast bowling as Australia
slurmn to be all out for 243 on
the first day of the fifth Test
wamst the West Indie:s al the

ACA Ground. reports AP

Ambrose — playing a{)osslhly
his last Test on Australian soil
— began the rout of the home
team in the first over of the
match and finished the day
with five for 43 after 18 menac-
ing overs on a searing hot
summer day.

The West Indies faced eight
torrid overs to score 25 without
losing
Sherwin Campbell on 20 not

L — ——

out and Robert Samuels yet to

score.
Ambrose's bowling upstaged
another fighting innings from

left-hander Michael Bevan,
who once again dropped anchor
to provide the backbone of the

Australian innings.

Australia collapsed on ei-
ther side of a 120-run fifth-
wicket stand between Mark
Waugh and Bevan as tempera-
tures reached 46 degrees (115F).

Ambrose who missed the
West Indies' fourth Test defeat
in Adelaide because of a groin
injury, destroyed the Aus-
tralian top and middle order in
two fiery
and evening sessions.

He began the day by remov-
ing opener Matthew Hayden for
a third ball duck and later re-
moved Steve Waugh (1) as Aus-
tralia slumped to 49 for four be-
fore lunch.

Ambrose, who took 7-25 and

inspired an innings defeat
which gave the West Indies the
series 2-1 at the WACA four
years ago, was once again un-
playable.

A pitch producin
certing bounce hel

discon-

to viciousl

while lan

pace.
The

moved Healy and Paul Reiffel

(0) with successive deliveries in

the last session, but Shane

Warne thwarted his ambitions

of completing a hattrick.
Two in-

batsmen — Mark Waugh and

a wicket in reply, with.

Bevan -— continued from where
they left off in Adelaide during
their respective half-centuries
and stood between the West In-
dies pacemen and another Aus-
tralian ccollapse for just over
two hours.

The pair battled through the
post-lunch session, adding 110
runs in 30 overs as the West In-
dies lost skipper Courlney
Walsh and then Ambrose to
niggling injuries.

Walsh pulled up after the last

\delivery of his 19th over with a

hamstring injury and handed
the skipper's duties to Brian
Lara.

~ Ambrose finally provided
the visitors with the much-

spﬂlls in the morning

Ambrose
in his cause as four batsmen fell
bounced deliveries,
ealy was beaten for

jant fast bowler re-

orm Australian

AMBROSE ... 5 for 43
awaited breakthrough in the fi-

nal session — Sherwin Camp-
bell holding on to a brilliant
catch at third slip to end Mark
Waugh's innings.

Waugh followed his innings
of 82 in Adelaide with a 181-

'Bichel ¢ Browne b Bishop

ball 79 that included eight
boundaries and an lmpcrinuul]r
driven six off the bowling of
Carl Hooper.

When he reached 45, Waugh
completed 4,000 Test runs in
his Eg]th Test.

Bevan received limited sup-
port from the tail — Warne (9)
and Andrew Bichel (15) addin
30 and 27 runs for the eigh
and ninth wickets — but his
teammates didn't bat long
enough to give the left-hander
his maiden Test century.

Bevan, who was unbeaten on
85 in Adelaide, was 87 not out
when Glenn McGrath gloved a
catch to Ambrose off lan Bishop
as Australia lost six for 74 after
tea. Bevan hit 12 fours off 164
balls in his determined knock.

Bishop finished with 3-54 as
the tourists kept alive their
hopes of winning the Test and
ending a five-match series they
already have lost on a winning
note.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard on the first day
of the fifth and final Test be-
tween Ausiralia and West Indies
st the WACA Ground on Satur-

ay:

AUSTRALIA: First innings
Hayden c Lara b Ambrose 0
Taylor run out 2
Blewett ¢ Browne b Simmons 17
M Waugh c¢ Campbell b Am-
brose 7
S Waugh ¢ Browne b Ambrose 1
Bevan not out 87

Healy b Ambrose T
Reiffel ¢ Simmons b Ambrose 0
Wammne ¢ Browne b Bishop 9

15
McGrath ¢ Ambrose b Bishop O
Extras: ( 1b-10, w-2, nb-14)
Total: (all out, 80 overs) 243
Fall of wickets: 1-0; 2-7; 3-
45: 4-49: 5-169; 6-186; 7-186; 8-
216: 9-243.

Bowling: O M R W
Ambrose 18 5 43 5
Walsh 9 029 0
Bishop 18 5 5 3
Simmons 20 5 B8 1
Hooper 15 1 49 0
WEST INDIES: First innings
Campbell not out 20
Samuels not out D
Extras: (nb-5} 5
Total: (for no wickets) 25
To bat: S Chanderpaul, B
Lara, C Hooper, J THE

Simmons, C Browne, | Bishop,
C Ambrose, C Walsh.

McGraE:h 3

Bichel

M R W
0 E 0
0 0

Sport s
'WACA feels Curtly wrath

Atherton again in a hole

Zealand, Feb 1:
En

——— = ¢ sl

Zimbabwe and
New Zealand continued today
when he séored a duck and faced

able defealt against New
Hf‘. Park

AL NS end o the third day of

d 1A e e
répéort - Reaged
the four-day match, the
tourists, requiring 363 to win,
were 166 for six, with Jack Rus-
?-téﬂ on 19 and Robert Croft on

Left-arm seamer Geoff Allott

celebrated his recall to the se-
_rru;r 'I::ydu for ni'ﬁ week's second

t again knocking the top
off the England innings. just as
he had in the first

innings. :
with aggression, he
dlnmtung

openers Atherton

and Nick Knight for four to

have England reeling at six for

two and returned later to have

John Crawley caught behind

and then bowled all-rounder
Ronnie Irani.

Allott, who took four for 44

in the first innings, had four for

57
e only partnership of note
had come from Nasser Hussain,
who hit an impressive 57 and
Ezﬁwley‘ who made 38 in 34
8.

They added 66 in 70 balls for

Major, Blair
back bid
for 2006 WC

LONDON, Feb 1: The prime
minister and the leader of the
opposition joined Saturday to
back England's bid for the 2006
World Cup finals and to con-
demn pressure on the nation to
withdraw its bid in favour of
Germany, r AP.

UEFA, the governing body
for European soccer, natiﬂed
England's Football Association
Eﬁt it was backing the German

"The government is 100
cent beh the FA's bid,” Prm
Minister John Major said Sat-
urday.

Tony Blair, leader of the op-
position Labour Party, said his
rty's commitment tp Eng-

Pa.nd s World Cup bid would
included in its manifesto for
the national election, which
must be held by May.

"This news will simp
to stre the determina-
tion of the Labour government,
if elected. to support the FA
bid.” Blair said.

Africa dnd South America
have both put up their own
candidi;u and UEFI? Tas
swa arguments that two
Eurrp;an bids would be self-de-
feating.

FA chief executive Graham
Kelly said his dispute was with
UEFA. not Germany.

"We will both ﬁavc strong
bids to t forward and we
would want their bid and our
bid to be considered fairly,
openly, transparently in the
democratic way these thi
should be considered.” Kelly
said Saturday.

"We don't relish a _tuation
of this sort but we cannot sit
back and allow this to happen

to sh football.”
released of a fax
from Gerhard Aigner, UEFA's

general secretary, saying the is-
suec was discussed by the execu-

tive committee Wednesday in

Lisbon.

WANGANUI, New

and akipper
Mike Atherton's
nightmare tour of

the third wicket.

A win by New Zealand A
would pile further shame on
Atherton's men. They have been
lambasted by the media back
home for failing to beat lowly
Zimbabwe in the Tests and los-

. ing the one-day series there as

MIKE ATHERTON

well as losing by seven wickets
to Mashonaland.

Then, earlier this week, they
had New Zealand on the ropes
in the first Test but allowed a
record tenth wicket stand by
Nathan Astle and the world
record-holder for Test ducks,
Danny Morrison, to thwart
them.

Meanwhile, the New Zealand
selectors caused a sensation
when they named 18-year-old
left-arm spinner Daniel Vettori
in a 12-man squad i'nr the sec-
ond Test in Welli

Vettori will be New Z:a]and s
youngest-ever Test player if he
makes the starting line-up for
the Basin Reserve Test, whi:::h

starts on Thursda H

Vettori only high school
at the end of last year and is 18
years, 10 days old.

The current record is 18
ears, 197 days, set by Doug
g‘reeman who played against
England in Christchurch in
1933.

v rUuttﬂrhfﬂaﬂEihtm first-¢lase>
Erigland for’

debut! against
Northern Districts late last
month, taking one for 30 from
20 overs.

He then played his maiden
Shell Trophy first-class match
for Nuﬂhtm Districts and took
eight for 142 from 68.5 overs
against Central Districts in
Nelson earlier this week.

Vettori replaces Mark
Haslam in one of three changes

made to the 12 who drew the
[irst Test at Eden Park earlier
in the week.

Senior fast bowler Morrison
has been dumped in favour of
left-armer Geoff Allott.

Morrison, a regular
player, was not impressive in
the first Test as a bowler and
may still be feeling the effects of
a groin injury which kept him
out of cricket for six months
until the first Test.

The third change brings in
all-rounder Chris Harris who
replaces Justin Va ;

Vaughan did not dis ish
himself in the first Test and his
replacement by Harris had been
expected. But Adam Parore re-
tains his Iace despite bein
suspende y the ﬂucklan
provincial tl:am until the end of
the season.

TEAM

Lee Germon (captain), Bryan
Young, Blair Pocock, Adam
Parore, Stephen Fleming,
Nathan Astle, Chris Cairns,
Chris Harris, Di Patel, Si-
mon Doull. Geofl Allott, Daniel
Vettori.

tesi

England's Nasser Hussain smites across the fence during

the second innings of a four-day match
Zealand A at Victoria Park yesterday.

against New
— AFP/UNB photo

The Berily Star 11

Triangular tourney

India-S Africa
tie today
Sports Reporter

Inform South Africa will be
aiming to extend their all-win
record in the triangular limited
overs tournament when the
take on India at Port Elizabe
today.

Star Sports will cover the

match from 2 pm (BST) on-
wards.

Gooch has
arival

LONDON, Feb 1: Former
Gloucestershire and Durham
captain David Graveney is set to
compete against Graham Gooch
for the job as chairman of Eng-
land's cricket selectors, repnrta
Reuter.

The way was cleared for
Graveney to enter the race after
conflicting interests were re-
solved between his post as gen-
eral secretary of the English
Professional Cricketers' -
ciation and the role he is seek-
ing as chairman of selectors.

Talks between the Associa-
tion and the E and Wales
Cricket Board (ECB) led to an
agreement to amend the chair-
man's so he would not be in-
volved in disciplinary mea-
sures against his members.

Gravenef(s likely opponent,
former England skipper Gooch,
has already said he wnruld be in-
terested in becoming chairman,
following the retirement of Ray
Illingworth at the end of the
last English season.

Shanghai Open

Kroslak, Volkov

in final
BEIJING, Feb 1: Seventh-
seeded Jan Kroslak defeated
gua]iﬂer Leander Paes Satur-
ay and eighth-seeded Alexan-
der Volkov edged past Brett

the 303,000 dollars Shanghai
Open, reports AP.

Kroslak of Sweden handily
downed Paes 6-2, 6-4, ending
the Indian’s three-round string
of victories.

Volkov of Russia battled
Steven, an unseeded New
Zealand, 7-6 (7-5). 7-5 for the
win.

Kroslak and Volkov will
play the last match on Sunday.

Boris’ business
aide under
scrutiny

MUNICH, Feb 1: The busi-
ness adviser to tennis star Boris
Becker is being investigated: for
tax fraud it was reve
it Fridea]

tion against Axel Meyer-
Woelden was linked to a search
carried out in Becker's house by
tax inspectors shortly before
Christmas.

Last December the mass cir-
culation Bild Zeitung revealed
that tax inspectors had
searched Becker's home as part
of a probe into his tax situation
for 1990 to 1993, when the for-
mer world number one lived in
the tax haven of Monaco.

Bild said four inspectors left
his house armed with several
dossiers although a spokesman
for Munich's tax authorities
refused to confirm or deny the

stng.

ecker himself was not at
home at the time of the inspec-
tors' visit.

Earlier this month a German
court jailed Peter Graf, father of
women's world tennis
champion Steffi Graf, for three
years for tax evasion on his
daughter's e

e 58-year- _old Graf was
found guilty of avoiding tax of
over about 12 million dnllarsf
by failing to declare l:ﬂ.l'l'l]&ﬁﬂ 0
sg:mt 26 million dollars which
was disguised through front
companies.

so jailed was the Graf fam-
ily tax adviser, Joachim
Eckardt.

LONDON, Feb 1: Linford
Christie appeared dressed as a
spaceman at a London night-
cﬂfb on Friday but insisted he
has cumplutcn:{ his final mission
as a major championship
sprinter, reports Reuter.

The former Olympic cham-

pion. now 36, was in typicall

spiky form as he helped launc

his sponsors’' new tr shoe
before flying to Australia on
Monday for warm weather
training and coaching.

He did not rule out ng to
win a place in the British team
at the Cup in Munich
in June, even though team
coach Malcolm Arnold has in-
dicated there are 'a number of

romising younger candidates,
ut said he wanted to concen-
trate on helping other sprinters.

"I'm going to run for my club

a lot, but no majors,” said
Christie. "I'm just having fun
now. Athletics isn't my life. I've

got other things. I've achieved
all my goals and now I'm out
there trying to hclp other ath-
letes achieve theirs.”

His public relations advisors

had promised that Chrlntie
would be viding "earthlings"
with “information glalned

from all&h life forms.” As it
turned out, those t at the
'‘Ministry of Sound' in Elephant
and Castle, South London were
merely shown his latut adver-

tisement and an oppor-

tunity to watch Christie act the
role of a "nutty essor” in a

hastily-erected laboratory on
the dance-floor. -

Steven to advance to the final of

ke AEP - qinh-LA
(! But magistrate Manfred-
Wick declined to 'say if thecac-:

[ 3

Queen versus princess

A| TOKYO, Feb 1. Ste-
| fii Graf and Mar-
tina Hingis, the
wiurld‘s tgp ttgg
ayers, advanc
E} the final Satu-
rday in the Toray Pan Pacific
Open women's tennis
lournament, report agencies.
That set up a showdown be-
tween the longtime queen of
women's tennis and the 16-
year-old Swiss phenomenon
who is fresh from capturing the
Australian Open a week ago.

"It's not going to be an easy
match tomorrow. She has been
laying really well in the last
ew weeks," said Graf, 27, the
winner of 102 singles tourna-
ments. "l have to serve well,
move around faster and make
her run.”

Graf was ousted in the fourth
round of the Ausiralian Open by
Brenda Schultz-McCarthy of
the Netherlands, but gained re-
venge Saturday by downin
Schultz-McCarthy., the No
seedl, 6-1, 7-5.

World number two Swiss Martina Hingis breathes a sigh
of relief after winning a hard-fought point against Anke
Huber of Germany in their semifinal clash of the Toray
Pan Pacific Open in Tokyo yesterday. Hingis entered the

final with a 6-1, 5-7, 6-2 win.

— AFP/UNB photo

Hingis, whose victory at
Melbourne made her the
youngest Grand Slam winner
this century, ousted fourth seed
Anke Huber of Germany 6-1, 5-
7.6-2.

But both had problems in the
sermnifinal matches Hingis with
form and Graf with injury.

Hingis squandered six
match points in the second set
against battling Huber before
winning, while Graf had a re-
currence of a knee injury.

In addition to the injured
knee, Schultz-McCarthy's

power serves also troubled Graf
in the second set.

Hingis was leading held two
match points at 5-3 in the sec-
ond set when she suffered a
form reversal and lost four con-

secutive games as Huber staged-
a remarkable comeback,

The 926,250 dollars Toray
Open. being held at the 8,800-
stal Tokynr Metropolitan Gym-
nasium, is one of the biggest
Women's Tennis Association

tournaments outside of the
Grand Slam series.

Graf raised her personal
record against Hingis to 5-1 in
the championships final in
New York in November with a
full-set victory of 6-3, 4-6, 6-0,
4-6, 6-0. They first met in a
Paris tournament in February
1995 in which Graf won 6-2, 6-
3.

Hingis knows it won't be
easy to beat the veteran Graf,
but she isn't giving in just yet,

Going into Sunday's final,
Hingis has won 13 straight
matches so far this year in
Sydney, Melbourne and Tokyo.

In the doubles semifinals
later in the day. No ] seed
Hingis and her American part-
ner Gigi Fernandez beat Kristie
Boogert of the Netherlands and
Irina Spirlea of Romania 6-1, 6-
k;

In the doubles final Sunday,
Hingis and Fernandez take on
the second-seeded pair of Amer-
ican Lindsay Davenport and
Natasha Zvereva of Belarus,
who advanced by defeatin
Spain's Conchita Martinez an
Patricia Tarabini of Argentina
6-2. 6-3.

The doubles event offers a
first prize of 45,000 dollars
compared with 150,000 dollars
for the singles,

TOKYO, Feb 1: The
head of the Japan
Olympic Commi-
ttee (JOC) has sla-

QR

mmed organisers

of the 1998 Winter

Olympics in ?lagann saying the
Games won't be a success umnless

h.c?_'lﬂtmhettﬂr b, reports AP.
hashj com-
lained hat he hears "nothing
ut bad news" about the prepa-
rations, the Kyodo news agency
reported Saturday.

Furuhashi's comments come
on the heels to several disputes
between Nagano organizers and
officials of international

rts federations, which have
affected some of the Games'
premier events.

The international figure
skating federation, for in-
stance, has threatened to pull
its competition out of the
Nagano region unless its lead-
ers are provided with better ho-
tel accommodations during the
Games.

Hockey officials, expecting
high interest because NHL stars
will be making their Olympic
debut, complained the new
hockey arena wasn't big enough
and tem seating had to
be addetfo Ana?thc international
alpine skiing federation says
the downhill course is too
short.

Furuhashi urged organisers

to adopt a more "positive ap-
proach” toward participating
sports federations, Kyodo said.
"I'm asked by a lot of people
whether the Nagano Olympics
will turn out OK, " the former
Olympic swimmer said. "If (the
committee) does not show a

Capobianco case
put on hold

MONTE CARLO, Feb 1: The
arbitration panel of the Inteér-
national Amateur Athletic Fed-
eration which was to review the
doping case of Australian
sprinter Dean Capobianco next
month has been postponed until
March, the [AAF said on
Thursday, reports Reuter.

The IAAF said in a state-
ment it had agreed to a request
by Capnhiancn's lawyers cflur a
postponement and the panel
would now meet on March 15-
16 instead of February 8-9.

It is the second time this
month that Capobianco's case
has been postponed.

The IAAF asked earlier in
January for more time to exam-
ine the Australian's claims that
a positive dope test in Hengelo,
Netherlands in May last year
could have been caused by eat-
ing contaminated meat.

Nagano in line of fire

more enthusiastic attitude, a
good mood surrounding the
Games will not emerge."

He added: "If it continues
like this., 1 think the Nagaon
Games will not be successful.”

Furuhashi could be not
reached at his home Saturday
night fqc copgoRt., (4, )

Th ames opeén on the
slopes of the Japan Alps on Feb.
Fie 1998 just over a year [rom
now. But preparations have
been plagued by cost overruns
and a varlety of disputes.

Most recently, ano Gov.
Goro Yoshimura called speed
skating uninteresting sand
compared the event to "water
beetles on a whirligig." After an
outraged protest by the skating
federation, the governor apolo-
gized. ,

Ironically, Furuhashi, 68,
also holds the title of vice pres-
ident of the Nagaon Olympic
organising committee. But un-
like Furuhashi, a longtime
sports oilicial, most committee
staff members are dispatched
from the Nagaon prelectural
government and local govern-
ments.

The biggest concern is the
ever-swelling cost of the Games.
The latest cost estimate put the
bill at dirs 800 million, up from
the initial estimate of 644 mil-
lion dollars made when Nagano
was picked as host in 1991.
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