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Preserving History

A strong apathy or even antipathy seems to be at
work when it comes to the preservation of the
country's precious historical sites. Who ever
thought that the Chhoto Katra and the Boro Katra,
the historical remnants of Moghul rule here, have
not yet been brought under official protection? The
indifference shown to the two katras in the city
and other such relics throughout the country is
rather inexcusable. That we as a nation are forget-
ful of our past is truer than what we exhibit at
times as a spirit rooted in the past.

If we believe the version of the Department of
Archaeology on the protection issue, successive
governments have evaded it simply because the
formalities to bring the historical sites under the
government's custody involve a huge compensa-
tion. Compensation for whom? Mostly the com-
pensation has to be paid to parties who have ille-
gally or otherwise occupied the sites for various
uses including renting. If the two Dhaka-based
sites are subjected to such mindless indifference
and lack of initiatives, the fate of those elsewhere
in the country can easily be imagined. There are
hundreds of historical sites, as the Department of
Archaeology claims, throughout the country.

Now here is a question of retrieving our past
from illegal occupation. In this matter the gov-
ernment's position ‘has to be very clear. The com-
pensation question cannot take precedence over il-
legal occupation or encroachment. Only the other
day it was reported that the Eidgah on Satmasjid
Road was under the illegal occupation of some
quarters. Does it mean that after some years the
same quarters will earn the right to claim compen-
sation from the government — just because they
somehow managed to encroach upon the site?
More to the point is the lack of right initiatives
and seriousness of purpose. The sooner you take up
the restoration or preservation plan the better. Let
the government be alive to the need for preserving
| our past for the posterity first. Then it will be no
problem to find out how the invaluable treasures of
our history can be preserved. The UNESCO has a
heritage programme under which ancient struc-
tures or historical treasure-troves are preserved. A
few of our sites have already come under the pro-
gramme. If we show enough consciousness and
readiness to preserve sites like the two katras
(forts), we are sure these will be given the attention
they deserve as civilisation's rich heritage and
thus be saved from ruination.

A Saving Grace

When a recent World Bank report and the out-
come of a cabinet meeting have waxed critical of
the bureaucratic handling of development projects,
it must come as some relief to top government offi-
cials that the World Bank has freed up two projects
it had earlier placed in the 'risk category.' While
thé relief seems prppitious, and even well-earned
for the fact that under the very watchful eyes of
World Bank the best in them came spurting
through their redoubled efforts at regaining those
two projects, there are lessons to be learnt as well
from the episode.

The two projects getting a clean bill of health
are: the Integrated Nutrition Project (INP) and the

Third Inland Water Transport Project, the first one
having to do with national, community and inter-
sectoral level nutrition and the second with insti-
tutionally assisting a borrower's strategy for de-
velopment in the IWT sector. These projects come
in a better light in the eye of the World Bank now
for having satisfied its rather stringent criteria of
"project development objectives and rate of im-
plementation progress.” |

The difference in the situation has been made in
a matter nine months with the implementing
agencies pulling up their socks and putting their
shoulders to the wheel. The procurement, adminis-
trative and consultancy constraints faced in the
two projects could be common to some other WB-
aided projects.

In fact, the projects still considered to be in the
woods relate to jute sector credit adjustment, power
distribution, urban development, minor irrigation
development, integrated nutrition and inland wa-
ter transport parametres of vital importance to na-
tional life.

. All these projects need to be bailed out quickly

tion problems that beset them. |

We wonder if there could be regular exchanges
between the World Bank's antenna-keepers and the
project monitoring division of the government of
Bangladesh at an operational level rather than at
the post-facto academic level sometimes as it hap-

pens to be.

Poetry Festival

The National Poetry Festival, a perfectly lyrical
occasion, organised by Kavita Parishad, has begun
on a somewhat ironic note of discordance.

Poet Shamshur Rahman takes the view that the
historical perspective in which the festival had
emerged a decade ago in protest against autocracy
has changed with the re-establishment of democ-
racy in the country. Thus, the Kavita Parishad, the
moving force behind the festival, has outlived its
necessity now, so he thinks.

Moreover, his having declined the Jatiya Kavita
Purushker, '97 which the Parishad had announced
for him, a certain poignance has certainly been
added to his over-all stance on the subject.

The festival organisers have recalled the names

of those killed during the autocratic period seeking
justice on a principled note. '

They have also voiced demands for withdrawal
of cases against writers, end of proscription orders
against certain books and abolition of the Abhinoi
Niyantran Ain.

Such vestigial remnants are there to be con-

signed to oblivion. And the poets need a platform
to keep vigil in the futuristic sense of the term.

| by staving off logistic, management and coordina-
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The State of the Share Marke

the Chittagong Stock
changes have gone through
major upheavals over the last
six months and are still
showing signs of volatility and
listlessness. Taking into acco-
unt the price behaviour of the
last few months, one finds that
by the end of July, 1996, the
Dhaka Stock Exchange's (DSE)
All Share Price Index (ASPI)
stood at 1156 which showed a
rapidly rising trend in the
auﬂ&cquent months registering
its highest point of 3627 on
November 16th which went
down to 2241 on December
22nd. 1996. Since then, al-
though it was gyrating some-
what it was showing a down-
ward trend, reaching a still
lower point of 1839 on January
13th, 1997. From the peak to
the bottom of this price cycle,
the Index fell by 49.3 per cent.
This is an historically un-
matched event and admirably
qualify to be called a crash.
Without going to 1929 crash,
even cumﬁared with October
1987 crash of New York Stock
Exchange when the Dow Jones
Index fell by only 26 per cent,
the fall of the DSE's All Share
Price Index was almost double.
One may, of course, try to ar-
gue that while the October 1987
crash took place in a matter of
only two days the DSE price de-
cline took place over three
months. One should understand
that had there been no imposi-
tion of Circuit-Breaker by the
Securities and Exchange Com-
mission (SEC). the crash would
have taken place much quicker
devastating effects on the mar-
ket psychology. Circuit-brea-
ker, therefore. had only slowed
down the rate of decline but it
would have come anyway. The
underlying market funda-
mentals were ready for a major
downward price adjustment
which no one could escape.
However, since January 13th,
the market has been showing a
slowly rising trend again reach-
ing a point of 1962 on last
Thursday, January 30th.

Loss of Confidence and
Vibrancy

Whatever one may argue,

VERYONE has observed
E that both the Dhaka and
X

N becoming

for nearly six months as

Turkey's first ever Islamist
Prime Minister in 73 years of
Ataturk's secular republic, Ne-
jemettin Erbakan has achieved
a remarkable feat, not with-
standing carping by secular de-
tractors inside Turkey and
watchful unease and caution in
the West, specially USA, and

even Muslim, couniries with
radical religious parties and
TOUPS ~E»,rlf-'naihle;::'n:l'Ei.,h;{e!,l.i\,gh::vlrl,
ased. Refah (Welfare) par
emerged as the largest pa
Turkey's single-chamber Par-
liament winning 160 seats out
of 550 and 21.4 per cent of votes
in the general election held a
ear ago. President Suleyman
emirel did ask Erbakan to
form a government, but all the
other party leaders treated him
as a pariah. A similar fate was
reserved for Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee, whose Hindutva Bhar-
tiya Janata Party (BJP) also
came out as the largest l_pa.rl:ﬁv in
India's lower house of Parlia-
‘ment a few months later in May
1996. While India's 13 party
conglomerate United Front
(literally a Pandora's box) of
secular centre, left of centre, re-
gional and other hues parties
with Congress party's support
from outside, under PM Deve
Gowda is muddling through, a
similar shotgun government
formed, under pressure from lo-
cal secular elite, business and
trading groups, the Turkish
Armed Forces and the West led
by USA, by the two right of cen-
tre parties, Motherland Party
(ANAP) of Prime Minister
Mesut Yilmaz and True Path
Party (DYP) of former first ever
lady Prime Minister of Turkey,
Tansu Ciller (with qualified
support from left of centre DSP
of Bulent Ecevit), collapsed af-
ter a few months only, because
of constant siblings like rivalry
to lead Turkey's political centre.
It was not very clever of Yil-
maz to support Parliamentary
enquiries into corruption
charges against Ciller (as if PM
Deve Gowda supported Parlia-
ment enquiries against PVN
Rao on Pathak allegations, St
Kitts forgery case etc soon after
being sworn in). Naturally the
lady bucked and after an un-
derstanding with Erbakan
joined up as Deputy Prime
Minister En the Parliamentary
committees the two parties
have cleared her of two of the
charges and as quid pro quo
Refah has also been cleared of
Mercumek corruption case). Be-
cause of political instability
and gridlock the secular elite,
the Armed Forces and the West
also acquiesced in Erbakan be-

Sir, The criticism contained

in your paper's editorial of 8

Janu 1997 about formation
of the Council for Defence and
National Security (CDNS) in
Pakistan is premature and
seems to have been made in

haste.
The Council is an ad-
visory body created by the Cab-

inet to serve as a forum for dis-
cussion and to advise the Gov-
ernment on important matters
of national economy and secu-
rity.

xl'he Council is neither a
prelude to Martial Law or Pres-
idential system nor the mili-
tary has been into poli-
tics by the creation. of this body.
CDNS would rather be a forum
which will help strengthen po-,

'ltical stability and ensure cons,

and staying put '
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The expectation that was created, rightly or wrongly, by a variety of forces seems to have gone. Many ugly
incidents ending in violence have taken place in front and around the DSE building leaving a bitter taste of
share market bonanza among the new investors specially the smaller ones.

there is no doubt that the mar-
ket has lost its confidence and
vibrancy that one saw duri

the months of July to Mid-
November, 1996. The e ta-
tion that was created, r@fl; or
wrongly. by a variety of forces
seems to have gone. Many ugly

incidents ending in violence
have taken place in front and

around the DSE building leav-
ing a bitter taste of share mar-
ket bonanza among the new in-
vestors specially the smaller
ones. But the b and clever
ones have made their fortunes
leaving the smaller ones to shed
tears on the streets. The ques-
tion that comes to mind is
whether the good tidings for the
general investors are likely to
come back again in the near fu-
ture. To answer this question,
there is a need for taking a hard
look at the circumstances that
led to such a stormy event in the
market.

The "Visible Hand"
of the Market

Many writers have at-
tributed the following factors to
the phenomenal rise of share

rices during the July-Novem-
period of 1996 preceding the
crash: popularity of the new
overnment and its conversion
o the free market economy,
scarcity of supply relative to the
demand (including people's
craze for holding on to any
share) in the market, SEC in-
ability to regulate the market
and the insiders’ price manipu-
lations.

There is no doubt that the
new government changed its
position (certainly for the bet-
ter) from its historical com-
mitment to socialism to the free
market economy. While the
first Awami ue rnment
closed down the Dhaka Stock
Exchange in 1972 which was
reopened in 1976, the new
Awami League government has
re-oriented its ideological posi-
tion and supported the devel-

opment of capital market in the
country. There is some truth in
the assertion that this support
has contributed to the rein-
forcement of public confidence
in the stock market. But there
are other factors that explain
better the rapid rise of share
prices before the crash. The two
most important factors are the
supply-demand imbalance and
the insiders’' price manipula-
tions. It is worth dealing with
these two important factors
briefly.

There is no doubt that in-
vestors, particularly the
medium and the smaller ones,
were looking for profitable out-
lets for their investible funds.

of about 98 per cent. Two points
should be noted here. First of
all, the sharp rise in the rates of
owth of these indices began in
994 and was somewhat accel-
erated in 1996. Secondly, the
average annual rate of growth
of demand for shares over the
period 1994-96 indicated by the
value of trade was 98 per cent.
What about the supply side of
shares in the DSE? The number
of securities in circulation in-
creased over the same period
from 214.4 million in 1994 to
325.5 million in 1995 and to
375.3 million in 1996 register-
ing a 37.5 per cent average an-
nual rate of growth of shares in
the market. One can now see

This is indicated by over-sub-
scriptions of the Initial Portfo-
lio Offers (IPOs) of private com-
panies and corporations in re-
cent years. ile such over-
subscriptions were only about
15 per cent in 1992 and 7 per
cent in 1993, they reached 484

?crcentmlﬂﬂil. 454 per cent in
995 and 505 per cent in 1996.

If one looks at the secondary
market in the DSE one finds
that it was showing a stron
upward trend in terms of butﬁ
volume and value. Without go-
ing into great details, the total
turn-over in the DSE went up
from 11.6 million in 1994, to
25.9 million in 1995 and to 71.6
million in 1996 registering a
258.6 per cent average annual
growth rate. The correspondin
value of trade in billions o
taka in those years were 2.4, 4.7
and 7.1 respectively registering
an average annual growth rate

that the rate of
emand for shares

quite clearl
growth in

was 2.6 times faster than that of
the shares in circulation. These
calculations indeed show that a

boom-like situation in the
stock market was going to come
about in the near future. One
must note here that what is dis-
cussed here is the dynamics of
supply and demand behaviour
and not the short-term static
gap between the supply and de-
mand. The latter determines a
higher equilibrium price level
while the former determines
the rate of change of price level
in the market. However, if the
rate of increase of supply was
not going to increase pro rala
with that of the demand, there
could be an explosive situation
over the years. The roots of the
trouble were inherent in the
dynamics of the uupg]}r and de-
mand of shares forthcoming in
the market irrespective of the

Letter from Ankara

government's political com-
mitment.

The role of the insiders’ price
manipulations has been anal-
ysed in an article by this writer
in these pages on January 5th
under "Loopholes in the Stock
Market". Some data released by
the DSE on share trans-
actions published in The FI-
nancial Express show that
there were about six major
players in the DSE who bought
and sold large blocks of shares
among themselves at high

rices which set the trend %nr

igh price escalation. Some of
these are members of the elected
Council and at the same time
active brokers. This is unethi-
cal. However, what followed
from this was the craze for buy-
ing and selling of shares outsi
the official bourse and make a
quick buck. This aspect of the
market transaction was ille
because, according to the SEC
regulations, all transactions
have to be gone through the
floor trading, recording and of-
ficial settlement process. The
final exchange of shares and
cheques have to be settled
within 6 days after the date of
transactions. Further, the SEC
regulations require that the
buyer of a share must register
with the stock issuing company
within 4 davﬁﬂ of settlement of
account with the seller of the
shares. None of these regula-
tions was fulfilled by the buyers
and sellers in the kerb market.
The result of all these were
scandal and chaos in the stock
market.

To compound the situation,
as it were, there came the re-
ports of involvement of some
members of the SEC in these
scandals whose contracts have
been terminated and who have
been replaced by newly ap-
pointed members. It is ironical
to see that people who are sup-

osed to be regulating the af-
airs of the stock exchanges re-
maining clean and above board
are themselves accused of cor-
ruption. Hopefully, the legal

From Herg.,_T_ here and Elsewhere

coming the PM. Some hoped ber. Iranians, and Indonesians mand and authority.

that Rafah make
‘and beco
‘others. m Wl
some in USA thought that per-
haps, Refah, the most moderate
of the Islamic parties in the
world, might join the main-
stream and play by the existing
_democratic rules.
While in the uipc&sitiun, Er-
e

bakan had tal against
NATO, op Customs Union
with Europe, decried tion

Provide Comfort, which facili-
tates the Gulf coalition powers
to monitor No Fly Zone in
northern Iraq to protect Kurds,
opposed defence cooperation
with Israel (vehemently l.';f—
posed by Arab countries). He
used to talk of creating an Is-
lamic NATO and Islamic Com-
mon Market, an Islamic Dinar
and banking based on Sharia.
He has made noises and ges-

tures, but nothing to upset any-
one. To please his constituency,

he has preferred visi Mus-
lim countries (not that the west
is waiting with open arms) i.e.

Iran, Pakistan (where he
maintained the usual Turkish
bias on Kashmir in favour of
the host), Malaysia, Indonesia
{Sir:ﬁa re could not be ex-
clu erﬁ? a reluctant Egypt
[hﬂlﬂ'igf its own problems with
radical Muslims), Libya, where
Kaddafl's gratis advice to give
freedom to Turkish Kurds (who
are waging a rebellion since
over 10 years) and jettison
Western links caused red faces
and acute embarrassment, and
the West-shunned Nigeria. If
an g, it might have shoed
to Rafah loyalists that the Is-
lamic Iran was not doing as
well as the capitalist and demo-
cratic Indonesia and Malaysia,
highlighting the limitations of

Sharia economics.
" An attempt has been made to

bring together major Islamic
countries under the umbrella of

D-8 (Turkey. Iran, Pakistan,
Bangladesh, Indonesia,
Malaysia, and Nigeria) on

the lines of G-7 (as a counter-
art!) and G-15 Lts Trade and
ndus affiliate, Musiad or-
ganised an international Busi-
ness Forum on Global Business
Network among Muslim Na-
tions in the 3rd week of Novem-

were somewhat egthigsiastic. It?

At
"7 D-& early next year. "

The key ministries like
Home, Defence, Foreign Affairs
are with Ciller's DYP (finance
being shared sows confusion).
In matters of crucial impor-
tance Erbakan has foll the
Constitution and ed cen-
trist policies, ext y and in-
ternally. Defence agreement
with Israel is not being
implemented, but another one

has been signed. But the most

difficult act has been to %ul ‘
of the {

down the recent decision
Supreme Military Council to
dismiss a large number of mili-
officers. mostly for their
alleged religious affiliations
and inclinations, ca much
Mt and nl}eart burn in
e wing of Refah party.
Operation Provide Comfort was
extended till the US felt that it
could be modified. It reminds
one of a story of 1977, when the
newly appointed Indian For-
eign Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
Ear:c, who in opposition had
eld hawkish views on India
making the nuclear bomb, was
asked for his views then. He had
laughed it off by stating, "Well,

then | was in the opposition”.

lcac?m more 1x:rnt:l more Western
ers are s willingness
to talk to Erhakanownr his confi-
dantes. His government seems
to be the most stable in the last
two years and seems secure for
the time being. According to the
coalition sharing agree-

ment, he is to hand over
to Ciller in mid 1998 only, an
eventuality not likely to give
Refah a near majority. It will
then need only a small party to
form a government. As it is

Yilmaz to get Ciller out of
is to form its coalition
with Erb . But to reach 30
per cent vote Erbakan must
'im‘l:we furtht;gll_;ln thfi centre.
€re are eno e -
thetic to his ﬂ:wﬂe?rl: thﬂpat
wings of ANAP and DYP. But
then the radicals in his party
either leave or are expelled. His
main problem remains his
party. How to keep the hetero-
eneous elements tuﬁ:ther. So
ar he has the overriding com-
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country.

Abdul Hayee Qureshi

Minister (Press)

High Commission for Pakistan
(Informations Section)
Dhaka. -

Arsenic poisoning
Sir. In recent days, 'arsenic
poisoning’ has become a matter
of great concern in Bangladesh.
According to some reliable
statistics, at least 15 million
le in the country’s northern
and southern districts are
exposed to arsenic poisoning.
Those who have so far been
identified as being affected by
arsenic contamination used to
~drink tubewell watcrhlﬁracnic
poisoning causes skin sorders
‘which niiny eventually lead to

cancer. The medicine for treat-
ing arsenic patients is costly
and is not available in
Bangladesh. Hence it has been
suggested by experts that neces-
sary precautionary measures
have to be taken to check this
contamination.

Meanwhile Mr Dipanker
Chakraborti, Director of SoES
opined in an article that "the
arsenic calamity of Bangladesh
can only be brought to control if
withdrawal of ground water is
restricted and proper utilisa-
tion of surface water is made.
Bangladesh needs a proper
‘Watershed Management’; if this
is not done, Bangladesh has to
face a serious consequence with
respect to arsenic problem.”

M Zahidul Haque
BAIl, Dhaka-1207
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fah's mayors in Ankara and Is-
tanbul, which they had won in
1994, more efficient and honest
than in the past. Previously Is-
tanbul's mayors have often
been tarred with overlooking
corruption. Refah mayors have
o tna:::.l:li:tmdy bt;l;rmldﬂ
of the poor -
ing medical aid and cheap bread
etc Shades of BJP; its honest
and efficient running of Delhi
and other Municipalities and
earlier administrations in the
states. At the October party
congress, first time as a mem-
ber of the
Refah unlike in past, did not
% only flags, but flags of

rkey and displayed large
photo

Atat
home and peace abroad!' Er-
bakan even talked of true secu-
larism (like BJP's LK Advani).
Like BJP, Refah also has
Mosque problem. The magnifi-
cent Byzantine St Sophia

Church, constructed in 6th
century AD was transformed
into a mosque with the addition
of minarets in 1453, after ot-
toman Sultan Fethi had con-
quered the city of Constantino-

le from the last Byzantine

mperor. After the abolition of
the Caliphate, Ataturk had St
Sophia mosque converted into
has its
conversion back into a mosque.
Some ambivalent statements

a museum. Refah

were made after Erbakan be-

came the PM. When [ had asked

e of his cl
&tiu of

establishment,

aphs of its founder
and his slogan 'Peace at

e confidants the
rty and the
!} recently, he

fortable and had said that they
were not it then. Most
secular Turks believe that the
change back to the will
not be allowed as it would be a
major blow eyeing a smaller
mosque (not orthodox) in Bo-
drum (birthplace of Herodotus).
On the economic front, apari
from deficit promoting steps
like increase in the salaries and
wages of government servants
and workers, with an eye on the
elections, nothing seems to
have been done.(Fiscal) deficit
now runs at 13 cent com-
to India's 5 to 6 per cent
the annual inflation in Turkey
runs at 80 to 85 per cent com-
ared to India's 6 per cent).
ere has been a vague talk of
massive privatisation to cut the
deficit. ]fut the past Em{ﬂ is
not very encour . But then,
the Turks hav:ﬂlﬂgng living be-
yond their means since early
nineties and except for a
thwarted but valiant austerit
package by Ciller in April 1 :
no one has dared to annoy any
section of electorate. Turk
continues to borrow internally
excessively. The fact is that the
West, with which Turkey is
linked through NATO, OECD,
Council of Europe etc and in
January 1996 also entered into
Customs Union with Eur:g:‘..
will not let it down. Even ait
the break up of the Soviet
Union, Turkey remains a west-
ern bulwark in a turbulent and
hostile region.

ked uncom-.

process will ultimately settle
the truth of these charges.

It is clear that the "Invisible
Hand" of the free market which
was supposed to bring the mar-
ket to equilibrium to the benefit
of all parties seems to be very
much "visible” in this case.

How to Avoid these
Mistakes?

The ment has set up a
Commission to investigate the
charges brought against the
persons involved in the scan-
dal. H ly. the Commission
will be able to unearth the real
reasons for the crash and
to light the extent of price ma-
nipulations done by whoever
they are. Unless the stock ex-
change is placed on a clear
slate, will not return
and the capital market will not
be able to play its constructive
role in raising capital for in-
dustrial deve ul]rnent of the
country. Similarly. all the legal

loopholes and gaps should be
plugged so that no one can ma-
nipulate the market process to
his sonal advantage ever.
inally, it is good to see that
the government is going to es-
tablish a National Stock Ex-
change (NSE) in the near future.

It may take about two years be-
fore it can be made functional
with all the modern infrastruc-
ture and trained manpower. In
the meantime. the government
would do well to make the exist-
ing stock exchanges efficient
and corruption free by taking
whatever steps necessary. Simi-
larly. the government should
try to run the NSE with profes-
sional managers vested with
some degree of autonomy and
accountability rather than with
government bureaucrats. Oth-
erwise, it will eventually be
turned into another State
Owned Industry (SOE) with all
its present characteristics. The
government should also under-
stand that the country's capital
base is too shallow to have
more than one or at most two
stock exchanges. It will be a
waste of time, energy and re-
sources to have a few more pri-
vate stock exchanges in the
country.

India and Turkey, after the
two found themselves on the
opposite sides of the Cold War
and Jawahar Lal Nehru's ill-
timed visit in 1960, a few da
before the coup-detat, the ’l'ur;:
maintain that they took the
initiative to normalise bilat-
eral relations, when Prime
N inar | B Calivenat
ei inister y to
Ingdrila in 1968 (also to soften the
'mon ~al miovement | er
India's support to. Makariog§ on

C ~a8 ;Tarkey's relations
*J{Fm-lmprm with

the Arab and other Muslim
countries on the basis of reli-
g:m and economic exch -

IC had yet to materialise). But

within a decade the two coun-
tries became engrossed in their
own affairs. In mid 1980s, dur-
ing a transit l'ialthi;'l rB;mhn}*.
PM Turgut Ozal while retu
from Far east was very chaﬂ
a short drive along Bombay's
arine Drive (most Turks fall
in love with it as it reminds

them of Istanbul's BospHorous)
and was very taken up by the

and dynamic Maharash-
{ru;rﬁim;tcr of Protocol. Ozal

looked at his Ambassador and
said, "Perhaps we have ne-
glected this country”. At his
m:ctin%,with Rajiv Gandhi at
the gathering for UN in New
York, the two leaders took to
each other and he was in-
vited to visit India, which he
did in 1987. Next year Rajiv
Gandhi was in Turkey and Pres-
ident Kenan Evren was sent to
India in early 1989. President
SD Sharma came to Tur in
1993 and President

turned the visit in Janu
1995. In the last year and a :
the two countries have been
embroiled in elections and with
uneasy coalition governments
had little time for each other
except for a path-breaking first

ever visit gy Turkey's Chief of

The writer is a retired am-
bassador of India to Turkey.

re-
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About solving Dhaka's over-
crowding and jams, we read and
hear more about the proposed
solutions, than see what is ac-
tually being done physically
(action).

One suspected area of weak-
ness appears to be the approach
to the planning concepts to be
adopted, before the detailed pro-

ect planning is taken up for
udgetary estimates. There are
two basic areas to tackle: hu-
man aspects and the thsical
infrastructure (development
project).

To cite an example, we hear a
lot about the proposed construc-
tion of a number of pedestrian
overhead crossings or bridges.
The other is the flyovers for ve-
hicular traffic, What is more
urgent is to clear the footpaths
first for use by the pedestrians:
by removing the impediments
on the crowded pavements
(hawkers, shop extensions,
vendors, temporary blockages.
uanauthorised use, etc). This is
the human problem. The politi-
cal decisions naturally go slow
on this aspect (loss of popular-
ity, and facing unpleasantness).
For good governance, the popu-

larity syndrome has to go. Get
tnu&!o-: (morally also!).

ad crossing is not the first
priority. The cheaper and
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quicker method is level zebra
crossing (some zebras in Tokyo
are 100 ft in depth; the width
depends on the road). Gﬂh‘l% up
to cross a road has psychologi-
cal barriers; and many try
short-cuts (therefore the road
fences are put up to a great dis-
tance, to take care of human
frailties).

Another example is reduc-
tion of the vehicle density on
the roads. According to surveys,
a large percentage of the vehi-
cles are unauthorised, and the
majority of the drivers have no
authority to drive. What the au-
thority or administration are
doing? Practically nothing —
there is black-out on these mea-
sures! How many thousands of
vehicles and drivers have been
prosecuted, and barred from us
ing the roads? No satisfactory
figures. and no campaigns sev-
eral times a year

Another area: enforcement
must be enforced forcefully, for
visible and deterrent results.
Who supervise enforcement (the
inspectors don't work, we
know). and what are thcr doing
(we are aware of the limita-
tions)? The respect for law has
eroded, as sense of duty has
evaporated. Why and how? How
to bring it back? Ask the politi-
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cians and the bureaucrats, who
run the show. How acceptable
are the efficiency and the stan-
dard of the civil service? We are
using British-based rules and
regulations. Some may be out-
dated, but the quality is time-
tested for centuries. The law
must be re-made deterrent ("if
can get away with it, I will do
it").

The congestion will be dra-
matically and visibly reduced if
the human factors are tackled
first. Why political decision-
making is so lop-sided? On the
other hand, solutions are
sought in physical solutions.
Pervading indiscipline is being
ignored. Who brought about this
taste for indiscipline? Touch
my heart — ask the politicians!

course. development projects
have to be taken up for the ex-
panding cities (urban migra-
tion). but how about 'first things
first’? Crabs crawl sideways,
why should we?

olitical culture today is on
the top of the list, status-wise.
But it is passing through the
nadir at present, thanks to the
epidemic of political move-
ments in the 90s. We have
learnt many vices and virtues,
but what have we unlearmed?
We are looking hazily at the po-
litical leadership. but they do
not seem to be delivering. _/




