~ The ZBa"ilg CStar

Founder-Editor : Late S. M. Ali

Dhaka, Saturday, February 1, 1997

Fatally Uncoordinated

It is infinitely more worrying to know that there
is not any concerted effort to combat a problem
than that there is a problem. Unfortunately, this is
exactly the reality now prevailing in our air pollu-
tion situation. According to a deservingly treated
news item published in yesterday's Bhorer Kagoj,
there is no coordination among the different gov-
ernment agencies having to do with environmen-
tal health one way or the other. All of them, start-
ing with the BRTA to the law enforcing agency are
full of complaints that in reality are nothing but a
tendentious passing of the buck.

The report replete with statistics and figures
unmistakably drives home the message that
Dhaka is the most polluted city in the world. Its air
contains all the polluting elements at an alarm-
ingly huge proportion. The rate of things like Sus-
pended Particulate Matter(SPM)is fearfully high
and the saddest part of it is that we are to blame
only ourselves for this poisonous content to in-
crease in the air. If people were little careful ,if the
authorities, being armed with some guidelines, had
gone about ensuring their enforcement, we would
not have needed to panic in the manner we are do-

ing now.

It is only natural that in a poor country plagued
by illiteracy and all sorts of accompanying evils,
people would be suicidal in certain facets of their
life style. The knowledge to look ahead, the power
to imagine the consequences of toady's in-
discretion and excesses is something no sane per-
son should expect from such an ignorant Mass.
And here comes the role of the government to the
fore. And it is not without pain that we are forced
to admit that successive governments to this date
have showed nothing to improve upon the legacy of
suicidal nonchalance.

The chilling picture of pollution painted in the
said report however has its share of optimism.
The damage may have already been done. But there
is still lot that can be done to minimise the
damage. And quite rightly the jeremiad of our
respiratory reality calls for a coordination among
the government agencies so some sort of
effectiveness or result can achieved in our crusade
against pollution.

Push to Privatisation

The compulsions behind disinvesting non-vi-
able state-owned enterprises are much too known
to warrant any recital. But, to our mind, the biggest
impelling factor we are having to grapple with at
the present moment about it all is the very fact
that the privatisation process remains mired in
its infantie state even though it began as early as
mlgg'-_;*f-‘:w SRR L T RRE oo o A R

1t is, understood from a Financial Express Report
that the government is going to reactivate the Pri-
vatisation Board with a new Chairman in the per-
son of Syed Manzur Elahi, himself a leading pri-
vate sector entrepreneur, and a former adviser in
the last caretaker government.

The government's serious move to dynamise the
moribund process is welcome, to say the least; but
the objective conditions for divesting the uneco-
nomic SOEs of its state sector ownership remain
as before. This is because basically something that
has been a burden on the national economy is
sought to be jettisoned. So, the potential takers
might be as shy as they were before and would need
to be incentivised to feel sufficiently enthusiastic
about the offers. Since one cannot wrap up the
SOEs into colourful presentation packets right-
away what could be really helpful is a firm assur-
ance now of logistical support to the new manage-
ments of the made-over industries. Obviously, it
cannot be the same spoon-feeding that never al-
lowed the SOEs to stand on their own feet indul-
gently protective as that was.

To enliven the privatisation process it has to be
taken out of the narrow confine of non-profitable
industrial units with its scope broadened to en-
compass a large part of the non-manufacturing
public sector that still remains very largely un-
touched. That will give privatisation a new, up-
market magnetising look. Basically, the modali-
ties will have to be far more transparent than we
have had the experience of so far.

What could make the day for us is no doubt a col-
lective political will to 'tackle head-on' the 400,000
employees of the SOEs. They are to be persuaded to
envision that an expanded and effective private
sector can be a much greater guarantee for their
livelihood and well-being than a string of wobbly
public sector units.

EU Softens

Commerce Minister Tofael Ahmed has come
back from Brussels with a reassuring news. The
angry and minatory mood of the European Union
following the detection of fraudulent practice in
winning the GSP facility by the local knitwear ex-
porters has reportedly been pacified sufficiently.
The twelve per cent duty exemption that our ex-
porters were getting in their bid to enter the Euro-
pean market has been given a new lease of life and
hopefully with no malpractice surfacing from
anywhere, the preferential treatment will be en-
joyed by the Bangladeshi exporters upto year
2005.

Now that the goodwill has been given a grace, we
should be doubly cautious about the recurrence of
any such ignominy the minister having spoken of
the government's will to ensure transparency in
the whole process of GSP eligibility.

In the myriad of placatory gestures and utter-
ances and eulogy of a successful mission however,
the necessity which should not he forgotten even
temporarily is that we need to get a move on to de-
velop our own textile and backward linkage indus-
tries by the year 2005. Because that is the time
when we will be out on our own. And unless we get

started now there is every chance that we would
fail the deadline.

that keeps the wheels of
economic growth moving.
r growth of investment
generally clogs the wheel and
wth tends to face a set-back,
pso facto. Promotion of in-
vestment op unities through
creating an Investment-
friendly environment, there-
fore, constitutes one of the most
important agenda for policy
makers. In Bangladesh, for ex-
ample, investment needs to ac-
count for at least one-fifth of
our GDP just to make a dent in
poverty syndrome with a
growth rate of 6-7 per cent per
annum. Unfortunately, the
economy is locked into a low
saving, low investment vicious
circle where domestic savings
and investment account for six
and 15 per cent of GDP, respec-
tively. Further, investment
may take place from two
sources viz, tll)'n: public and the
private sectors. Historically,
public investment dominated

1 NVESTMENT is the fuel
owe

. the investment scenario and the

situation in Bangladesh has
been no exception to the general
pattern in evidence among
many other developing coun-
tries. A panoply of factors
could. possibly. be adduced to
the ‘ht:f‘l;l;{(1 growth of the public
sector investment. Foremost
among them were: constrained
opportunities for the private
sector to develop due to finan-
cial, managerial and technical
capabilities, The spirit was fur-
thered by the 'euphemism’ that,
as some economists appear to
argue, absence of government
investments would negate the
establishment of many new in-
dustries and business enter-
prises. On the top of these, "ac-
cess to external expertise and
capital provided by the bilat-
eral donors and multilateral
agencies had encouraged the
governments to play a lead role

on leaders from around

the world will gather in
Washington to explore micro-
credit, a way of making small
loans to the very poor for self-
employment and other finan-
cial and business services. The
concept is gaining global mo-
mentum as an important com-
ponent in the urgent fight
against poverty. The i-
crocredit Sumrmit's campaign
aims to reach 100 million of the
world's poorest families by
2005 with savings and credit for
self-employment. :

The World Bank knows that
broad-based, sustainable eco-
nomic growth coupled with im-

roved access to education,

ealth care, and social services
reduces poverty. We are com-
mitted to a wide range of a ac-
tions to combat poverty and
hunger: sound macroeconomic
management, investing in peo-
ple, suppurting agriculture,
creating targeted nutrition and
health programmes, focusing
on environmental sustainabil-
ity and expanding participa-
tion. In addition, access to fi-
nancial services (both credit
and savings) is furidamental to
helping the rest of the poor.

They can get jobs and raise
their living standards investing
in turn in education, nutrition,
and household welfare. This
will lead to an improvement in
their quality of life. In develop-
ing countries today, the micro-
enterprise sector employs an es-
timated 30 to 80 per cent of the
ﬁcunumicallg' active popula-
tion. Over 500 million of the
world's economically active

I N early February, opini-

Luring Private Investment

Available evidences tend to show that by and large, the public sector-led investment failed to deliver the
expected stimulus to private investment in many countries. Public sectors emerged as a bane
. instegd of a boon, with a

in the uctive sectors.”

Available evidences tend to
show that by and large, the pub-
lic sector-led investment failed
to deliver the expected stimulus
to private investment in many
countries. Public sectors
emerged as a bane instead of a
boon, with a growing fiscal bur-
den every year. e comple-
mentarity hypothesis that
forestall pug ic sector as an
engine of growth turned out to
be sour. "Public investment dis-
[)ln}rcd .the m;:ém.r]lntcrlutitu of
umpiness a long tation
period as well as occ un-

and in-
estment was found to be posi-
tively correlated with growth.”
"... accordingly, a growth-ori-
ented strategy was recom-
mended with a stress on limit-
ing the government role to pro-
vision of physical and social
infrastructure in terms of
power and transport, commu-
nications, education and health
and appropriate systems and
support services."
uccessive governments in
Bangladesh over the years also
decided to tow the line of stimu-
lating private investment, at
the same time, downsizing pub-
lic investment. While the motto
is clear and could be productive,
some knowledge on the deter-
minants of private investment
is a must so that proper policies
are rightly in order.

In a recent research entitled,
"Private investment and
Macro-economic Environment
in the South Pacific Island
Countries : A Cross-country
Analysis." T K Jayaraman of
the South Pacific Regional
Mission dealt with the above
important issue. Although

specifically targeted to the
South-Pacific island countries
the observations made by
Jayaraman seem to have prac-
tical relevance even for a South
Asian country like Bangladesh
?nmd thlt.thll:! why we decide to
u topic.
ﬂrgwth and Private
Investment: Available studies
appear to show that private in-
vestment is very much respon-
sive to fluctuations in output.
The higher the output of
an economy, the higher is
likely to be positive expecta-
tions build-up and more of that

fiscal burden every year.

{ssue of interest rate vis-a-vis
investment decisions. Negative

induence ol inierest raies on
investment are confirmed by

certain studies while studies by
others reject this notion in the
case of a repressed financial
market. Thus institutional set
up of financial markets, rather
than interest rate per se, stands
out as more important to affect
investment decisions. Bangla-
desh financial market Iis
rudimentary with a lot of regu-
latory measures enough to dis-
tort the incentives to save and
invest. Thus to make the inter-
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likely td private investment. A
demand management pnlicﬁ
that tends to constrict growt
tends to trigger pessimistic ex-
pectations and investors post-
pone investment decisions until
recovery takes place. A slow

owth of the economy might

ap itself in a low-investment
equilibrium.

Macro-economic Policies: In
this arena, the nature of mone-
tary and fiscal polices do, in
fact, affect investment deci-
sions. For example, the user
cost of capital is an important
factor in investment decisions
by the private sector. Private
investment becomes shy when
the user cost of capital is raised.
There is, however, no scope for
grandiose generalization on the

est rate an important determi-
nant of saving and investment
decisions, the financial market
needs to stay in order. On the
fiscal front, "persistent fiscal
deficits either push up interest
rates or reduce the stock of
credit available to the private
sector and thus tend to crowd
out investment.” A deficit bud-
get is a deterrent to private in-
vestment.

But to trim the deficit down,
many countries try to axe public
investments to crowd in private
investments. However, if such
reductions lead to a decrease in
investment In new in-
frastructure facilities such as
power and transport, private
an:atmcnt could be seriously

urt.

Exchange Rate Policy:
Private investment is also af-
fected by the exchange rate
management. In the empirical
literature, private investments
are reported to be affected by a
real ?:prer:latiun of the cur-
rency. A real d ation does

it by affec real cost of capi-
wi interest rates and
output.

Uncertainties: The
weak implementation of de-
clared policies gives rise to un-
certainties. Economists like
Dorubusch and Rodrik "under-
scores the importance of in-
vestor's perception about the
government's willingness to
carry out a private sector-ori-
ented growth strategy”. It is a
widely held view that an impor-

tant source of uncertainty crops
up from policy reforms that are
dubbed as less credible. The
reshuffle in the resource allo-
cation among traded vs non-
traded sector by private in-
vestors Is till they get
a correct and stable signal to
move ahead. Existing literature,
of course, cite two important
uncertainties viz, uncertainties
I)crtaininﬁ to changes in price
evels and movements in real
exchange rates. "If the
investment incentive structure
designed for encouraging pri-

vate investment is fi based
on credibility, stability and
predictability, policy measures
including real depreciation will
end all uncertainties and they
can have strong impacts on ag-
gregate investment."”

Institutional Reforms: While
credible policy reformns are real
recipe to lure private invest-
ments, the building and promo-

Making the Case for Microcredit

by Ismail Serageldin

Microentrepreneurs have shown that the repay market-based loans, and use the proceeds to increase their

assets, {

ir living standards and their roles in shaping societies. Non-governmental organizations,

specialized financial institutions and some mainstream commercial banks (including in the United

poor people run profitable mi-
cro and small businesses,

The fast-growing micro-fi-
nance sector now contains al-
most 6,000 micro-finance insti-
tutions, spurred by the success
of pioneers like Grameen Bank
in Bangladesh, K-Rep in Kenya,
BancoSol in Bolivia, the Self
Employed Women's Association
(S in India, and BRI-Unit
Desa in Indonesia. Other stud-
ies show that the very poor, &s-
pecially women, repay their
micro-credit loans at rates of
more than 98 per cent; and that
many of these very poor women
can pull themselves out of

overty through successive
oans of this type. Many of the
loans are as small as USS100
and sometimes even smaller.

Microentrepreneurs have
shown that they repay market-
based loans, and use the pro-
ceeds to increase their assets,
their living standards and their
roles in shaping societies. Non-
governmental organizations,
specialized financial institu-
tions and some mainstream
commercial banks (including

in the United States) have

shown that microlending can
be a profitable business.

The big difficulty is irf build-
ing capacity at the local level.
These conduits for microfi-

States) have shown that microlending can be a pmﬁtablg business.

nance are eminently effective,
but fewer than 2 per cent of low
income entrepreneurs have ac-
cess to them. Expanding such
programmes’' coverage of the
poor is only one part of the
problem. The key to effective-
ness will be to do it in a sus-
tainable way, without continu-
ous subsidies. All major actors
need to share the goal of provid-
ing sound, responsive, market-
based financial services to the
majority, and do it in a way
that is advantageous to both the
clients and the institutions that
serve them. The aim should be
to provide access, not welfare,
to low income entrepreneurs.
Only them will micro-finance
come into its own, self-replicat-
ing on a scale that will make a
real dent in global poverty.
This is a multi-dimensional
task. As Women's World Bank-
ing, another pioneer, has rec-
ommended, ormance stan-
dards must be designed to
match institutions' level of de-
velopment, from fledgling star-
up to towering giant. Institu-
tions, not projects, need to be

supported, particularly in early .

operations with initial injec-
tions of credit. And as institu-
tions expand, they will be able
to train local banking officers,
upgrade their technical services
when needed, benchmark

against best practice, and tap
into practitioner networks.
Finally, micro-finance prac-
titioners and rts have in-
creasingly focused on the im-
portant of an appropriate legal
and policy framework for mi-
crofinance institutions to be-
come sustainable, formal fi-
nancial intermediaries. Legal,
regulatory and licy issues
continue to pose es to the
micro-finance sector's devel-

opment. This is where, the

orld Barik and other aultilat-
eral institutions can Help with
policy advice, economic analy-
sis and technical assistance.
International programmes
supported by the World Bank
and others, such as the Consul-
tative Group of Assist the Poor-
est (CGAP) provide a vehicle for
establishing sustainable fi-
nancial services and channel-
ing funds through sound micro-
finance institutions. We are
committing ourselves to im-
proving the policies to create
the best possible environment
for microfinance institutions.
Some of the lessons of microfi-
nance have been incorporated
into our ongoing operations,
and, where appropriate, we
have provided financial assis-
tance in support of regional or
national microfinance institu-
tions.

!_

"Vision of the Young"

Sir. 1 enjoyed The Daily Star
seminar "Vision of the Young"
on 13 January, '97. I want to
thank The Daily Star family,
especially the editor Mr Mahfuz
Anam for this arrangement
where the young men got oppor-
tunity to express their opinions
about the nation. And I would
like to thank all the partici-
pants for their opinions. There
is a great significance of such
seminar.

The voung society is the
heart of a nation. I think, we
should try to know what the
yvoung people are’thinkin
about the nation's present an
future.

We have crossed a quarter-
century as an independent na-
tion. But. what have we got,
what was our expectation and
what is the present condition of
the country? At the end of 20th
century. we are the most help-
less as a nation in the world.

We are going to welcome the
21st century, but what is our
preparation in this regard? We
really do not have any prepara-
tion. This is our limitation and
that is the present reality. But
our leaders do not seem to re-
alise this reality. Here lies our
miseries, But there is still time.
If we fail to utilise this time, our
future will sink in darkness.

Kalyan Kar
Member, The Ideal Association
116, Jagannath Hall, DU

II

Sir, I refer to "Vision of the
Young" seminar report in The
Daily Star of the 13th January
1997, and was intrigued to read
some of the comments made by
Syed Nasim Elahi, an en-
trepreneur. He said: "Wherever
there is a project, there is a for-
eign consultant. But we have
our own experts, why don't we
utilise them?" Patriotic
thoughts, indeed! Then | recol-
lected that some weeks ago an
ad was published in The
Star by a company called
Trikeya Grey Advertising

Bangladesh Ltd.

In the ad, the company
claimed that it was 100 per cent
Bangladeshi, that Syed Nasim
Elahi was its director and his
father Syed Manzur Elahi one
of the owners. It was also men-
tioned that the company had
hired four Indian nationals to
work in the agency. The Indian
nationals were on business
visas and that their work per-
mits were under process.

All these clarifications by
the agency was evidently to
counter press reports that were
appearing in the national me-
dia of unauthorised l:mlpluy-
ment of foreign nationals by
them. The clarifications were
also to counter protests by the
Advertising Agencies Associa-
tion of Bangladesh, which felt
that there was enough local tal-
ent available in the country and
that the hiring of foreign na-
tionals was unnecessary.

Syed Nasim Elahi has the
benefit of the proverbial silver
spoon — educated at home and
abroad, heir to a business em-
pire and now his own advertis-
ing agency. When he says that "]
dream of a Bangladesh where
our pride will be resurrected."
we share his dream. Unfortu-
nately, I don't have his good for-
tune of owning an advertising
agency. I just work for one.

When | returned home after
studies abroad, 1 too had
dreams — dreams that | could
explore my talents in creativity
and in arts. Fortunately for me,
[ found an opening in a 100 per
cent Bangladeshi advertising
agency. My employers have
Flven me and my other col-

eagues (all Bangladeshis) the
widest opportunities to develop
ourselves, investing heavily in
our training and the broaden-
ing of our horizons. Had my
present employers taken the
short-cut of hiring a few Indi-
ans from Calcutta, we would not

have had these ?ﬂ'luﬂm
Similarly, the Indians would

not have developed as rapidly
had the Indian government
freely allowed employment of
foreigners in their advertising
sector.

I would like to ask Mr Elahi
what are the qualifications of

"work in attendin

his Indian employees? Are they
experts in their field? What are
their ages and what degrees do
they hold?

He says: "Unless we utilise
the people's power we always
remain at least 50 years behind
the modern world." If other
agencies follow this example
and to hire more foreign-
ers, what will happen to us?
Where will our visions of the fu-
ture be?

He goes on to say : "We want a
standard of behaviour in our
society but we don't want to set
it ourselves." Very true, and I
can only ask him to practice
what he preaches. |

Talat Kamal
Satmasjid Road
Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka

Muslim Family Law
Ordinance and DCC

Sir, As per Muslim Family
Law Ordinance 1961, a husband
or a wife is required to apply
and to seek necessary clearance
from the Dhaka City Corpora-
tion (DCC) in respect of his/her
prayer for divorce or second
marriage etc.

Unfortunately, due to alleged
rampant corruption, greed for
money and delaying tactics of
some unscrupulous employees
of the DCC. it has become very
difficult, tiresome and expen-
sive for an aggrieved person to
obtain the necessary clearance
from the DCC.

It appears that DCC neither
cares for any accountability
and transparency, nor it fol-
lows any system or procedure of
different
cases under Muslim Family
Law Ordinance.

It may be mentioned here
that whenever any person goes
to the DCC office for the above-
mentioned clearance. the offi-
cer-in-charge of the Law Sec-
tion asks the applicant to con-
tact the clerks of his section.
And when the anHcant con-
tacts the clerks of the Law Sec-
tion, they tell the applicant to
discuss the relevant matter
with the Law Officer. And thus

time and again an applicant
has to endlessly shuttle between
the officer and his clerks. It is
also alleged that the Law Officer
asks many irrelevant and un-
parliamentary questions and
passes objectionable remarks
against the applicants.

We would request the Mayor
of the DCC, the Ministry of Lo-
cal Government and the Min-
istry of Religious Allairs to
kindly look into the alfairs of
Law Section of DCC, holding a
{nint enquiry and to prepare a
ist of pending cases, to grant
interviews to each and every
applicant and record their
grievances and complaints.

They are turther requested
to take nﬁctssar% disciplinary
actions against the unscrupu-
lous officer and staff of Law
Section of DCC, if found guilty
of corruption, negligence in
duty and gross misconduct.

A sufferer
Dhaka

Telephone ghost-
billing

Sir, The telephone bills can’

be paid only through banks,
and not directly at any telecom
office. The banks may delay in
sending the returns to the tele-
com accounts department,
thereby delaying updating of
the computer accounts, as re-
flected in the next bill.

Computer to computer trans-
fer of data using telephone
lines mai,' be introduced, as
universally practiced; followed
by paper documents, thereby
saving time in entering the
data.

There is no locking system
in the roadside telephone junc-
tion cabinets, to prevent unau-
thorised tampering. This loop-
hcie has to be removed.

Depend on machines than
on human resources. The for-
mer have no moral problems;
presuming data entry and pro-
gramming are faultless This
endless loop is a weakness of a
system, however hi-tech or so-
phisticated.

A Husnain
Dhaka

We join forces with all the
articipants in the Microcredit
ummit to urge the interna-

tional community to support
this urgent task. We have seen
that microcredit works, and

tion of institutions for boosting
private investment is no less
important. Such institutions
“include, rules, regulatory and
legal frameworks and social
norms governing the ways by
which economic transactions
take place between firms and
indtviduals”. Institutional re-
forms go to reduce transaction
costs of investment and thus
assure higher profits.

Jayaraman constructed a
model to test his theoretical
juxtaposition which postulates
that "private investment rate is
a function of growth rate of the
economy, public investment
rate, and uncertainties with in-
stability in the economy.” A
cross-country time series
econometric analysis shows
that (a) instability in the real

rate did have a

tible effect on private invest-
ment. This particular instabil-
ity measure itself is a product of
many uncertainties reflecting
structural rigidities as well as
fiscal and monetary imbal-
ances.” (b) growth in output in
the way l.e. the growth of GDP
positively affects private in-
vestment "albeit of low magni-
tude”; and (c) public investment
had a contractionary influence
on private investment. This
means that public investment
has a tendency to crowd out pri-
vate investment.

The policy measures to lure
private investment are : (a)
macro-economic environment
should embrace lower fiscal
deficits, especially, rising cur-
rent expenditures should be
curtailed to beef up domestic
savings, (b) public investments
in total should be discouraged
but those related to infrastruc-
ture and social sectors should
be encouraged and (c) declared
policies should remain stable
and credible.

now we must stand together as
partners in a global coalition
that strives to eradicate ex-
treme and h ;

The writer is World Bank
vice president of Environmen-
tally Sustainable Development
and chairman of the Consulta-
tive G of Assist the Poorest.
He will be s at the
opening plenary of the Micro-
credit Summit. World Bank
President James D. Wolfensohn
will address the closing ple-

nary.
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OPINION

Pollution in Dhaka

Michael Matthias

There isn't a day when you
don't see an article in the
dailies in Dhaka condemning
pollution. The cause of pollu-
tion is now exposed, but is any-
one doing anything to correct
this atmosphere? Are solutions
being thought of?

By now, everyone knows the
fact. The two stroked engine
auto-rickshaws and tempos
which use petrol as fuel are now
adding cheap adulterated mobil
to the fuel to cut costs, and as a
result they are cutting life span
short. '

Have you ever been in a traf-
fic jam with a bus or truck or
evenn a baby-taxi in front of
your rickshaw, blowing black
smoke into your face? If the an-
swer is no'. please try it once.
You'll then understand how it
feels.

I have seen scores of vehicles
blowing black smoke go past a
traffic sergeant or a traffic con-
stable. But these keepers of law,
who are now using cloth mask
to cover their nose, are not
bothered a bit to stop the vehi
cles and prosecute the drivers.
So is the system working? The
answer {s no'!

I think it's time for the Min
istry of Health and Environ-

Wta! Control. and the Public

Health Engineering Depart-
ment to look seriously into this
matter before it's too late.

As a suffer, | could make a
few su%:ﬁtiun which might
prove u :

a) All engined vehicles
should stay off the road
throughout the country 1-day a
week (24 hours). This will give
the ple a chance to breathe
fresh air.

b) Experts should check the
fuel contents of all auto-rick-
shaws. If mobil is detected in
the fuel tank. then the auto-
rickshaw should be confiscated
by the authority.

c) Traffic sergeants and con-
stables should be more vigilant
and dedicated to the cause of
humanity. They should be
properly motivated, remindi
them they are also going to suf-
fer as others; only worse be-
cause they are exposed to it
much more.

d) Ban all vehicles which use
diesel. This particular fuel is
the cause of black smoke

e} All health-conscious citi-
zens please use a face mask.

I would request all health
conscious citizens to contribute
suggestions to rid of this curse, __,J




