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A Korean non-government
trade delegation has expressed
their keen mtrrfstl to .-if-_l“upla
composite textile mi n
Bai l;ﬂadeah at a cost of about Tk
126 crore, reports UNB.

This was expressed by a two-
member delegation led b]-{ G S
Shin, vice-president ol abool
Textiles Mills, when they called
on State Minister for Jute and
Textiles A K Faezul Huq at his
office yesterday

Some 2.000 workers and of-
ficials will get job opportunity
and 70 per cent of the total pro-
duction will be exported after
completion of the factory. said
an official handout.

Talking to the delegation,
the state minister said there is
ample opportunity to invest in
different sectors in Bangladesh.

He called upon them to
utilise the oppeortunities of the
free market economy. Faezul
also assured them of all possi-
ble help and cooperation in set-
ting up mills and industries in

the country.
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Nasim 1naugurates

Govt firm to open up information
technology at cheaper rate

Telecommunication Minis-
ter Mohammad Nasim yestrer.
day sald that the government
was committed to open up the
door of information technology
at a cheaper price so that the
mass people can be benefitted.

"The whole world is pro-
gressing on the inlormation su
per highway and Bangladesh
can not be left behind. We have
to build our own fate and act
promptly.” the Minister said.

He was inaugurating an in-
ternet service, "Bangladesh
Online', of Proshika, a leading
NGO of the country at its Mirpur
central office.

He informed the audience
that presently the government
has a five-year contract with a
single company for providing
V-SAT, the technology which is
required for operating the in-
ternet or online e-mail services.

"Because of this monopoly,
the provider of this V-SAT

b
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internet service "Bangladesh Online”

By Staff Correspondent

technology is not performing
sdtisfactorily. Therefore, we
will po for breaking this
monopoly.” he added,

The Minister further pointed
out that there were delays and
bureaucratic bottlenecks in the
T & T and the telecommunica-
tion ministry which needed to
bhe removed in order to improve
the quality of the telecommuni-
calion services

'Competition between the
T&T and the private companies
can remove corruption or poor
performance of services,” he
maintained, "This is why we
will not allow any monopoly In
this sector.”

He praised the effort of
Proshikanet for launching the
Bangladesh Online at a very
competative price. It has also
launched a home page in the
internet rich in information

on Bangladesh, updated news
on politics, tourism and other

issues,

The {inauguration pro-
amme was also attended by
tate Minister for Information

Abu Sayeed. former adviser of
the caretaker government and
computer expert Prof Jamilur
Reza Chowdhury while Pro-
shika Executive Director Eazi
Farugue Ahmed presided.
Proshika computer expert
Zakaria Shawpan explained
various aspects of Bangladesh
Online.

The Bangladesh Online has,
for the first time, introduced
Bangla language in the online
internet services and added the
history of Bangladesh and per-
sonality directory in {t. It has
also added in its World Wide
Web page an unofficial home

age of Prime Minister Sheikh
asina for the first time.

Dr jamilur Reza said that al-
though the Iinternet service
charges were cheaper in the
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global context, it
cheaper
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was not
in the context of
Bangladesh's economy.

"l would urge the T&T to
lower its charges for the online
service providers so that the
service providers could bring
the customeris charges down to
a level where the mass people
can afford it," he pointed out.

Qazi Farugue Ahmed noted
that Proshika was committed
for sustainable development by
poverty alleviation. "To allevi-
ate poverty. we have to work in
multi deciplines. Our effort in
computer technology, software
development and online ser-
vices is one of them," he said.

"Now that the door of inter-
net is open, can tar-

t a business of one billion US
ollars in selling software to

the Iinternational market
LI:rDu the internet facilities.”
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India intends to

NMCP starts
service in

Chittagong

CHITTAGONG., Jan 30:
Netherlands Management Co-
operation Programmes (NMCP).
a voluntary organisation fi-
nanced by Foreign Ministry of
the Netherlands government,
has started its service in Chit-
lagong, reports BSS.

This was told by a high offi-
cial of the NMCP H Hulsinga
when he paid a courtesy call on
President of Chittagong Cham-
ber of Commerce and Indus
(CCCI) Jafrul Islam Chowdhury
MP at the latter's office here
Wednesday, a chamber press
release said.

Chamber President wel-
comed the NMCP official and
briefed him about different ac-
tivities of the research, docu-
mentation and tr cell set
up at the Chamber house b
German Federation of Small
Business and Crafts (ZDH).

CCCI President suggested
Hulsinga to provide consulta-
tion facilities of NMCP in tex-
tile sector of the country.

. Reciprocating the sentiment
NMCP official informed him
that NMCP which came into be-

ing in 1978 has expanded its ac-

- tivities in 64 countries includ-

ing China, India, Sri Lanka,
Nepal and Pakistan.
The service facilities of the
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Thursday's market comment

The PBI gained for the 5th consecutive day as it added 0.65

per cent to close at 955 on licavy volume. Trading

was bullish as

14 issues advanced over nine losers. Two issues remained
unchanged. Olympic Industries was the top performer again

Thursday as it surged 9.97

pér cen
Monno Ceramic which gained 8.11 per cent.

t on retail demand

with

Square Pharma

(+6.86%), Apex Tannery (+4.9%) and Beximco Pharma (+4.2%)

also appreciated on heavy turnover.
22 d 9.99% on low volume (60 shares) followed by ACI (-

as it droppe

Foods led the

losers

2.9%) and Beximco Textile (-2.13%). Chittagong Cement and

Shine Pukur did not trade.

Exchange Rates

Indian traders

The following are the Janata Bank’s dealing rates (BD Tk for one unit

NMCP include
fdest mansgement, of Foreign Currency) to public as on 30/01/97.
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the appeal when a DCCI delega- port an income above a million } giock Exchange Thursday wit

tion visited the Indian State of TUpees (28,000 dollars).

Tripura from January 24-25 1o
take part in the Industrial Fair

1997, sald a press release
Wednesday.

Quasem pointed out that
Bangladesh imported goods

Ahsan Parvez. Finance Manager, DHL Bangladesh, along with DHL's Chief Financial

Officer Bob Parker, Regional Finance Director, John Steuart, Regional HR Director Glenn

"Clearly. something's wrong
somewhere,” said P Chi-
dambaram. "There must be
many more. | want to widen the
tax base at the high end.”

Poor tax collection is one of

buoyant banking and utility
stocks offsetting profit-taking
in a weak property sector, re-
ports AP,

The blue-chip Hang Seng In-
dex ended 2.97 points higher, or
0.02 per cent, at 13, 288.40, fol-
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