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JS session
adj_ourned
till Feb 16

The third session of the
Jatiya Sangsad [(JS) which
opened on January 15, was ad-
journed yesterday for 16 days
till February 16, reports BSS.

During the current session,
the Jativa Sangsad passed four
bills and witnessed the placing
of the historic 30-year treaty on
the sharing of the Ganges water
with India.

The bills passed by the
Sangsad were: Artha Rin Adalat
(Amendment) Bill and three lo-
cal government parishad bills
of Rangamati. Khagrachhari
and Bandarban. The tenure of
the local bodies of the three hill
districts was extended by an-
other 180 days.

The lawmakers belonging to
both Treasury and Opposition
benches took part in the general
discussions on President's ad-
dress delivered before the House
on its opening day on January
15. The discussions. however,
remained inconclusive.

A bill aimed at enacting cer-
tain laws on the powers of a
member of the Jatiya Sangsad
in his constituency was intro-
duced yesterday by BNP mem-
ber Giasuddin Quader Chowd-

hu
g aker Humayun Rashid
Ehnwdhuqr sent the bill to the
committee dealing with private
members affairs.
See Page 12 Col 8
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Bill seeking maximum power

for MPs in constituencies

A private member's bill
seeking more powers and re-
sponsibilities for an MP in
overall development activities
in his constituency was intro-
duced in the Jativa Sangsad
yvesierday.

BNFP lawmaker Giasuddin
Quader thwdhugy introduced
the bill, San Sadoshiya
(Bishesh Bidhanabali) Ain
1996, (Parliament Member —
Special Provision Law, 1996)

Speaker Humayun Rashid
Chowdhury who was in the
chair sent the bill to the com-
mittee dealing with private
members' affairs. The commit-
tee will submit its reports on
the bill in the House within one

By Staff Correspondent

month. as per rules,

The bill. proposes that an
MP will be on the top in the or-
der of precedence in his con-
stituency. He will preside over
all meetings. excepting admin-
istrative ones, al government
offices and institutions under
his jurisdiction.

Another provision says no
development project will be
taken up without the approval
of the MP in his constituency.
Prior endorsement by the MP
will be needed to start any relief
and rehabilitation programme
or distribution of relief in his
constituency.

The local MP will approve
the committee dealing with

test-relief and Food for Works
Programme in his con-
stituency. He will remain an
adviser on the managing com-
mittees of all educational insti-
tutions. All development works
in educational institutions will
be done through him.

The government will have to
consult the local MP in select-
ing site for any industry, public
health or public-welfare insti-
tutions. Consent of the MP con-
cerned will be needed for devel-
opment projects funded by in-
ternational agencies, the bill
Proposes.,

Soon after Speaker Hu-
mayun Rashid Chowdhury sent

See Page 12 Col 3

By Nazmul Ashraf

BNP lawmaker Najimuddin
Alam mentioned the popular
offer, 'Daal-Iree: (lentil atl free
of cost), made al a section of
restaurants at different ferry
ghats, while speaking about the
high-price of lentil in the House
yesterday.

Interrupting Alam, Deputy
Speaker Abdul Hamid who was
in the Chair. asked. "Do you fin-
ish your meal (at those restau-
rants) taking the Daal only?"

See Page 12 Col 1
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W hite Panel senators stage walkout

Service tenure of DU

teachers extended

A special session of the
Dhaka University Senate yes-
terday witnessed a noisy walk-
out by White Panel senators as
it adopted a proposal extending
the service tenure of teachers,
reports UNB.

The pro-BNP White Panel
senators deserted the meeting
after Asr prayers break as soon
as the proposal for extension
from 60 to 65 years was made by
Senate Chairman VC A K Azad
Chowdhury and endorsed by a
majority amidst huge claps.

he Chairman later an-
nounced the proposal as passed
the White sen-

ators.

Prof T?jmezri Islam of White
Panel, before the walkout, told
the Senate amidst a hue and cry
that they wanted an open dis-

cussion and secret ballot on the
matter.

The Blue Panel senators at
that time were shouting back
that the proposal had already
been passed.

Earlier, the special session
marking the Silver Jubilee of
Independence began at 3 pm
with Vice-Chancellor Azad
Chowdhurv in the chair. It
ended at 7:30 pm.

The Senate paid respect to
the students, teachers and em
ployees ol the university who
had died since January 25,
1996.

The Senate held discussion
on overall campus situation,
including pessibility of holding
election to DUCSU and Hall
Unions and the assault on a fe-

See Page 12 Col 8
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Govt politicising civil
admin, army: Khaleda

BNP Chairperson and Leader
of the Opposition Begum Kha-
leda Zia yesterday warned that
her party would not remain
silent when the country is being
handed over to others jeo-
pardising its independence,
sovereignty and religious val-
ues, reports UNB.

"Bangladesh cannot become
a protectorate of any country,”
she said, adding BNP will resist
all evil forces with the help of
the patriotic Ke f1::1-5‘ who are the
main strength of the party.

"We haw: to strengthen the
relationship with the people to
achieve the goal,” she said at a
function in the afternoon at 29
Minto Road. official residence
of the Leader of the Opposition.

A former independent MP
from Sirajganj- Shamsul
Alam, a UP chairman of the
district's Ullapara thana, Abdus
Samad, and some workers of
Jatiya Party and Jatiya
Samajtantrik Dal (JSD) for-
mally joined BNP at the func-
tion.

Begum Zia called upon peo-
ple from all walks of life in-
cluding farmers, labourers and
professionals, to unite under
the banner of BNP with a re-
vow 14 foil all conspira-

Food procurement
drive extended
by 2 months

By Staff Correspondent

Food and Agriculture Minis-
ter Begum Motia Chowdhury
told the Jatiya Sangsad yester-
day that the government's food-

rain procurement drive has
Ecen extended for two more
months to give continued price
support to the growers.
e procurement drive that
began on December 1 last year,

See Page 12 Col 4

cies against the country and its
people.

She accused the present gov-
ernment of politicising the civil
administration as well as the
patriotic armed forces.

"They are not only politicis-
ing, but also resorting to nepo-
tism in all spheres of adminis-
tration,” she said.

The opposition leader re-
sented that on the eve of holy
Eid, the country was awash
with Indian clothes when the
local textile mills are on the
verge of closure.

Begum Zia said there is no
sign ol development in the last
seven months after Awami
League has assumed power.
Some development works were
closed while the ruling party-
mern were engaged in tug of war
for capturing tenders, she al-
leged.

The function was also ad-
dressed by Secretary General
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan, Y M
Kamal. Habibur Rahman
Habib, Humayun Khan, Sham-
sul Alam and Abdus Samad.
Party MP Alamgir Kabir and
Information and arch Sec-
retary Ehsanul Kabir were pre-

seat,

Card phone system

to be privatised
By Staff Correspondent

Telecommunications Minis-
ter Mohammad Nasim yester-
day said the government would
privatise the card phone system
in the country very soon.

"We are going for more and
more privatisation of the
telecommmunications system be-
cause we believe a competition
between the public and the pri-
vate rector is the key to improv-
ing customer services,” the min-

ister said while inaugurating an
See Page 12 Col 7
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part of its bank but the

unconcerned.

prohibited to take a dip, warns the notice hung by
the Public Works Department (PWD). But hundreds of
undeterred bathers everyday uses the lake at the Ramna
Park in the city. Continuous use of the lake has eroded

park authorities seem

— Star photo by Enamul Haq

EU to ease GSP rules of origin : Tofael

The European Union (EU)
has agreed for derogation of a
law relating to the GSP for
Bangladesh's knit apparels,
ending the apprehension about
continuation of the duty-ex-
emption facility.

“They (the officials of the
EU)] have agreed to derogate
from the rules of origin clause
of the GSP . . . we are expecting
announcement from them

Our beloved father & founder of the
GMG Group

Aziz Sattar

He left us forever on this day four years ago. We
recall his memory with deep reverence today. He
remains our supreme source of inspiration. May
Allah grant his soul eternal peace and give uUs
strength and vision to follow his footsteps.

The Sattar family & all employees
and associates of the GMG Group.

within a couple of months,"
Commerce Minister Tolael
Ahmed said yesterday.

Talking to UNB at the air-
port on his return from Bel-
gium, where he went to negoti-
ate with the EU the future of the
generalised system of prefer-
ence (GSP), Tofael said the EU
officials had realised
Bangladesh's point for GSP con-
Linuation.

During the five-day trip to
Brussels, the EU headquarters,
the Bangladesh minister met
with EU Vice-presidents 5Sir
Leon Brittan and Manuel Marin
and discussed details of the GSP
and readymade garment indus-
Lry.
W'We have informed them of
our problem with the rules-of-
origin criteria for getting the
GSP facility,” said Tofael,
flanked by his entourage mem-
bers including manufacturers
of garment and knitwear.

[n the meetings, the minister
requested both the officials to
derogate the rules-of-origin

clause of the GSP for three years
for knit items and upto the year
2005 for sweater and pullovers.

"They have agreed in princi-
ple to our proposal.” he said,
adding that the GSP facility "is
going to be continued for the
country's readymade garment
industry”.

Bangladesh exports knit
items, sweater and pullovers
worth 450 million US dollars to
the European markets and en-
joys a 12 per cent duty exemp-
tion in exporting the products
under the GSP facility.

But for qualifying for GSP,
the EU has imposed a condition
related to rules of origin and
asked the countries wiling to
avail the [acility to achieve a
three-stage transformation —
from fibre to yarn, yam to fab-
ric and fabric to garment — for
knit Farments and two-stage
transformation — [rom yarn to
fabric and fabric to garment —
for oven garments.

The criteria for knit items
appeared to be a serious prob-

lem for Banc' .u.siu pecause it
does not Prnduce enough cotton
while sufficient spinning mills

are yel to be set up to meet the

E;ﬂwing demand of the
itwear industry.

Recently, an inspection team
of the EU detected huge con-

signments having fake certifi-
cates that those were of
Bangladesh origin. although
those were originally not.
certificates were issued by
Bangladeshi authorities.

is angered the EU authort-

ties and they threatened to stop
the facility for the garment
sector unless the a..ihorities

here take necessary meas...s to
end such fraud.

The minister informed the
EU officials that the govern-
ment had already constituted a
high-powered monitoring
committee to ensure greater
transparency in issuing GSP
certificates for export to EU.

“They highly appreclated the
measures already taken by the

See Page 12 col 6

Leghari for strengthening
ties with Dhaka

From Staff Correspondent

KARACHI, Jan 30: Further
accelerating the existing bilat-
eral cooperation between Bang-
ladesh and Pakistan featured
f)rnmmenl]v during an hour-

ong meeting yesterday between
Pakistan President Farooq
Ahmed Leghari and visiting
Bangladesh foreign secretary
Farooq Sobhan.

Taﬂunp; to this correspon-
dent over telephone Farooq

7 cos get DSE
approval

The Council of Dhaka Stock
Exchange Ltd at a meeting yes-
terday approved the listing ap-

lications of seven companies
or trading from February 2, re-
ports BSS.

The companies are — Mag
Enterprises Ltd, Anlima Yarn
Dyeing Ltd, Mark Bangladesh
Shilpa and Engineering, H R
Textiles Ltd. Excelsior Shoes
Ltd. Meghna Vegetable Oil In-
dustries Ltd and First BSRS Mu-
tual Fund.

The decision has been taken
after completion of necessary
formalities by the companies as
per DSE Listing Rules, said a

press release.

10 BCL activists
held with arms
in Chittagong

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG., Jan 30; De-
tective branch of police during a
raid on two residential hotels
in the city arrested 10 activists
of Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL), with illegal arms and
ammunition early today.

Police said the BCL activists
were wanted in connection with
various criminal cases, includ-
ing murder, illegal toll collec-
tion and terrorism.

They were using the hotels as

See Page 12 Col 3

Akhtaruzzaman
Babu surrenders
to court

Akhtaruzzaman Chowdhury
Babu, former Awami League MP
and an accused in the Humayun
Zahir murder case, was sent to
Suhrawardy Hospital when he
surrendered to the court yester-

' day. reports LINB.

A High Court Division bench
rejected Babu's bail on January
15 and ordered him to surren-
der to the lower court by Jan-
uary 30. He was granted bail on
July 15, 1996.

He filed two petitions with
the court, one seeking for divi-
sion in the jail and another for
stay in the custody of court in
VIP cabin No. 1 of the Institute
of Cardiovascular Diseases al
Shaheed Suhrawardy Hospital
Complex.

Additional District and Ses-
sions Judge Shamsul Hasan al-
lowed his two petitions as none
objected at the time of hearing.

Sobhan said that President
Leghari showed keen interest in
further development of eco-
nomic cooperation between the
two SAARC member countries.

The President expressed his
willingness to visit Bangladesh
within the shortest possible
time, said Sobhan.

Terming his current visit to
Pakistan fruitful, the Bangla-
desh foreign secretary said that
Bangladesh's eagerness to
continue [riendly relationship
with Pakistan was reiterated.

Pakistan government. said
Farooq Sobhan, understood the
context of the proposed sub-re-
gional grouping among four
South Asian countries.

Bangladesh assured of ap-
prising Pakistan the develop-
ments regarding the sub-re-
gional grouping. said Farooq
Sobhan.

He said that President
Leghari was apprised of
Bangladesh Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina's participation
in the upcoming special summit
of the leaders of OIC countries
scheduled to begin on March 23
in Islamabad.

Farooq Sobhan came to

See Page 12 Col 7

'Signature
culture'

By Staff Correspondent

Telecommunications Minis-
ter Mohammad Nasim yester-
day blasted the "Signature cul-
ture” of the bureaucraey and
said, "the Prime Minister while
signing a file recently wrote a
note to the officials concerned
that they should kindly leave
some space for her to sign in the

files.’
Inaugurating an online In-
ternet service in Lthe city yester-

day, he said, 71 sometimes get
tired of signing in the files. And
all the files are full of so many
sipnatures that | olten don't
tind space to put my signature
there.”

He added that recently a tile
was sent to the Primme Minister
for her signature. The file con-
tained so many signatures that
the Prime Minister could not
decide where to pul her signa-

See Page 12 col 6

14 Jubo Command
activists held

By Staff Correspondent

Police arrested 14 persons
on charges of terrorism’ and
‘anti-state activities' from a city
restaurant yesterday evenin

They were attending an i tar
party arranged by the Jubo
Command

Police said, the arrested per-
sons are members of the Jubo
Command, a youth organisa-
tion. which grew up as an anti-
(Ghatak Dalal Nirmul Commit-
tee in 1992,

They were being interrogated
at the Detective Branch head-
guarters,

Police said. they are wanted
in a number of cases, including
keeping unauthorised arms.

Separation of judiciary
Report submitted
to Law Commission

The committee formed in
connection with the proposed
bill for separation of Judiciary
Irom the Executive has submit-
ted its report to the Law Com-
mission, reports UNB.

Law Secretary Amin Ullah
vesterday handed over a copy of
the report to the Commission
for its opinion, said an official
handout,
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2000 rly wagons
stranded on both
sides of Jamuna

LALMONIRHAT, Jan 30:
More than two thousand rail-
way wagons loaded with fertil-
izer, diesel and other essentials
have remained stranded at the
various points on both sides ol
the river Jamuna hampering
economic and commercial ac
tivities in the northern dis-
tricts. reports UNB

A railway source said some
1079 wagons were waliting for
the last 25 days on the eastern
zone for transshipment thro-
ugh the Balashi river port.

The source said ferry opera-
tion between the Teesta-
mukhghat and Bahadura-
badghat had been suspended
since January 5 following sharp
decline in navigability of the
river Jamuna

Bangladesh Railway began
transshipment operation at the
alternate river port, Balashi.
recently. But the handling ca-
pacity of the river port has gone
down — only seven wagons are
ferried per day on an average.

See Page 12 Col |

Assault on Offl 1alq dlleged

Tax Commission employees
go on work-stoppage

Officials and employees ol
Tax Commission went on a
wildcat work-stoppage yester-
day protesting assault on one of
their colleagues, reports LINB.

BCS (Taxes] Association in
arnl emergency meeting last
night demanded immediate re-
dress, failing which they will go
for a greater movement.

As soon as the news spread,
all officers and employees of
Tax Commission in the city
struck work in instant protest
and demanding exemplary pun-
ishment

Our Staflf Correspondent
adds: Two separate cases were
filed by the officials of the Tax-
ation E)-epartmrm against Ah-
sanullah Moni, the owner of
Razmoni Cinema Hall and Isha
Kha Complex in the city.

Officials of department al-
leged that the owner of Razmoni
manhandled them and also is-
sued a threat on their lives.

However, Moni denied Lhe

charges brought against him
and ﬁlunrﬂ those officials for
charging inflated taxes on his
business house,

Moni also accused the offi-
cials of deliberately keeping
him in the dark about the in-
crease in taxes and demanding
bribe from him.

Meanwhile, a press release

issued by the Civil Service
(Taxation) Association said
that an emergency meeting of

the organisation held yesterda
condemned the incident an
demanded exemplary pun-
ishment against those who as-
saulted the officials of the Tax-
ation Department for taking
lawful measures in recovering
the overdue taxes.

The Assistant Commis-
sioner (Taxes), Ruhul Amin in

his FIR with the Ramna
Thana yesterday alleged that
Moni along with at least 10

armed hoodlums entered his
See Page 12 col 6
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¥ BOC

BOC Bangladesh Limited

Shareholders’ Announcement

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING POSTPONED

Due to circumstances outside the control of the Company, the 24th Annual

General Meeting scheduled for Sunday, 2 February 1997 at Senakunja, Dhaka
Cantonment, has been postponed until further notice. Shareholders will be
notified of the fresh date, venue, etc. in due course. The Board deeply regrets
the inconvenience.

By order of the Board

Azizur Rashid

Company Secretary
30 January 1997

Registered Office
4 Mohakhali C/A
Dhaka-1212



