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The three Azerbaijanis, arrested a
have aided former Prime Minister
abortive coup attempt in October 1994. One of the three, ligar
Safikhanov, is the former head of the Interpol
baijan. Interfax said. He was arrested in Russia and extradited

Ecuador's education minister
Tuesday hours before congress was expected to impeac
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sentenced:

Azerbaijan's Supreme Enﬂ Tuesday sentenced three men
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andra Correa Tesigned on
her for

Correa was one of the most unpopular ministers in the 6-
month-old government of President
tion became untenable after the central university took away
her doctorate because she could not disprove plagiarism. "l re-
sign irrevocably and 1 will not go to co
she told a news conference at which she blasted the Ecuadorean
media for "lending itself to political manipulation.”

7 ShOt dmd ill Siw Seven people, all

dead from gunshot wounds to their heads, were found Tuesday
in a country settlement near this western Siberian town,
officials said. AP reports from Surout.

District administration officials described the shooting as
the gravest crime in the region over the past 18 months, the
ITAR-Tass news agency said. Police believe that some of those
killed could have been involved in a violent clash between rival
roups. The victims also included three settlement
guards, who were shot point-blank and apparently had nothing
to do with the mob, the report said.
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50,000 gather in Belgrade
against Milosevic

BELGRADE, Jan 29: Hun-
dreds ol riot police blocked the
streets ol Belgrade as an esti-
mated 50,000 people gathered in

(e city centre for a 70th
straight day ol protests against
Serhian President Slobodan

Milosevie, reports AP

But unlike recent days that
have tumed violent, police did
not intervene in Tuesday

Yeltsin opposes
quitting 1nt’l
sanctions
against Iraqg

MOSCOW, Jan 29: President
Boris Yeltsin on Tuesday criti-
cised Russian parliament's
calls to unilaterally quit inter-
national sanctions against
Iraq. a spokesman said. reports
AP,

In a letter sent to the lower
house of parliament, Yeltsin
noted that a draft bill on rela-
tions with Iraq. passed in De-
cember. contradicts Russia's
constitution and ils interna-
tional obligations, presidential
spokesman Sergei Yastrzhemb-
sky said.

The passage of the federal

law on Russia unilaterally
stopping 1ils partlicipation in
the international sanctions

againsi Iraq... would mean a vi-
olationn of Russia's obligations
under the UN charter.” Yas-
trzhembsky said.

The move would put Russia
in opposition to the world
community and significantly
limit its ability to influence the
process of overcoming the con-
sequences of the Gulf crisis,
Yastrzhembsky said.

The international sanctions
against Iragq were imposed by
the United Nation's Securily
Council after Irag's 1990 inva-
sion of Kuwait,

night's gathering.

"There is no cordon which
can stop this Serbia becoming
democratic.” - Vuk Draskovic.
one of the leaders of the opposi-
tion coalition Zajedno, or To-
gether, told a crowd led by en-
thusiastic drummers.

Draskovic said the opposi-
tion might call for a complete
boycott ol local governmernt
and establish parallel munici-
pal governments unless Milo-
sevic relents and recognises op-
position victories in 14 cities.
including Belgrade.

"Time is running out, and we
can't wait forever..... The fear is
great that confrontations might
turn into major clashes.’
Draskovic said.

Over the past four days. po-
lice have intervened in the Bel-
grade protests, clubbing
demonstrators and injuring at
least 26 of them.

The protests began after
Milosevic annulled opposition
victories in 14 towns and cities
in November 17 local elections.
Milosevic has ignored interna-
tional pressure and daily
protests drawing tens of thou-

sands in -Er._lg;nade.nam:t ather
towns.,

He grudgingly recognised six
opposition victories, but his
Socialists claim Belgrade and
seven other cities won by the
opposition.

On Tuesday, riot police
clubbed protesters and blocked
opposition leaders from city
hall in Smedrevska Palanka.
Opposition candidates had won
elections in the town, 50 miles
(80 kms) south of Belgrade.

Police surrounded the town
hall Tuesday. while Milosevic's
Socialists held the town coun-
cil's inaugural session.

Opposition deputies were
kept outside. Cheered by hun-
dreds ol supporters. they held

their own assembly in front of
the building.
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1ls Chechen elections

Maskhadov ready for talks with

Moscow within reasonable limits

GROZNY, Jan 29: Chechnya's
president -elect sounded a note
of conciliation with Moscow af-
ter his victory, saying he Is
spady to negotiate over his re-

blic's ultimate political sta-

. reports AP.

But Aslan Maskhadov, a
firm advocate of Chechen inde-
pendence, cautioned that he
will only compromise ‘within
reasonable limits.

Maskhadov. the separatist
military chief who negotiated a
triumphant end to the war with
Russia, insist the Chechnya al-
ready has won its freedom

Moscow says it will not tol-
erate secession. and President
Boris Yeltsin made clear Tues-
day that Chechnya must remain
part ol Russia.

Russian n-.*w:apa]‘wrﬁ look a

wait-and-see attitude Wednes-
dav to the election results, some
expressing relief that a man
seen as pragmaltic and calm had
WOTL,

"Moscow is ready 1o recog-
nise any president when it's not
(Shamil) Basayev." wrote
Mosckovsky Komsomolets, re-
ferring to the guerrilla com-
mander who finished a distant
second in Monday's election.

Rossiskiye Vesti, the gov
ernments newspaper said in a
front-page headline: "A new
headache for politicians and
old troubles and hopes lor an
ordinary man."

After a 20-month guerilla
war that led to the humiliating
withdrawal of Russian troops,
Chechens clearly feel they are
in a strong negotiating posi-
tion. But Moscow is certain to
place political, diplomatic and
economic pressure on Chech-
nya. which can expect a strug
gﬁ% to win recognition from the
intermational commumity.

In a 16-man presidential
race. Maskhadov won 65 per
cent of the vote with almost all
of the ballots counted his chief
of staff said. Unofficial results
showed the closets challenger,
fellow rebel fighter Shamil
Basayev, with less than 30 per
cent of the vote

Official results are expected
later in the week

Maskhadov in a news con-
ference at his campaign head-
quarters in Grozny. welcomed
his rivals into his administra
tion. Basayev. whom Moscow
considers a terrorist for his

1995 hostage-taking in. a
southern Russian town, was not
planning to take a governmernt
post, an aide said.

Maskhadov, a former Soviet
army officer. also said he

warnts to make Chechnya an Is-
lamic state and
mand war compernsation from

plans to de-

Russia.
But he acknowledged that

Chechnya. which had only 1.2
million people before the war
and has fewer now. will need
strong economic links with

Russia regardless of whether it
achieve independence.

‘If the Russians finally real-
ize that they've tried every sin-
gle method and that the only
thing that's left is direct talks,
then we are prepared for this”
Maskhadov said.

The Russians pulled their
last troops from Chechnya less
than a month ago, and there is
little they can do now to control
internal affairs in the southern
territory. Chechen separatists
have been running the republic
since a peace deal negotiated by
Maskhadov ended the war in

August but postponed a decision
on its political status for five
years.,

In Moscow. Yeltsin stood
firm against Chechen indepen-
dence, Presidential spokesman
Sergel Yastrzhembsky said the
outcome provides ho for
productive negotiations "In de-
termining the status of the
Chechen Republic within the
Russian federation.”

Russian oflicials and politi-
cians, jnc]udn:ﬁ the opposition
Communists. also voiced hope
for a constructive dialogue with
Maskhadov.

AFP adds: Communist Party
leader Gennady Zyuganov on
Tuesday appeared satisfied by
the election of Aslan
Maskhadovs as the new
Chechen president.

The Russian opposition
leader described the victor in
Monday's Chechnya presiden-
tial elections as a moderate
politician a soldier who knows
the Russian situation well and
understands that without Rus-
sia Chechnya would not be vi-
able.”

Referring to impending talks
with the Chechen leadership
Zyuganov added "We are ﬁ:ing
to support a dialogue with him."

KARACHI, Jan 29: Benazir
Bhutto is in the throes ol a hec-
tic election campaign, aiming
to regain the premiership that
she was twice forced out of and
shows no sign of buckling down
under pressure, reports AFP.

“She is living up to her repu-
tation as -a political lighter,
more aggressive when hurt, like
a wounded tigress." said Rashid
Rajar, editor of the Independent
Daily, Sindh.

"But this time political
wounds are deeper than when
she lost the office in 1990," said
Rajar, whose Sindhi language
daily is published from Hyder-
abad, a major city in Sindh,
Benazir's home province and
bastion in southern Pakistan.

Rifts have weakened her
party after her November 5
dismissal by President Far
Ahmed Leghari on charges o
corruption and misrule and a
political challenge arose from
within the Bhutto family.

Newspapers have been re-
porting a spate ol corruption
scandals. mainly involving her
husband, Asil | Al
Zarcdari, lormer investment
minister in her cabinet.

He is charged with involve:
ment in the killing ol Bhutto's
politically estranged brother,
Murtaza. who died in a police
shootout in Karachi on
September 20 while Benazir
WaS I power.

Murtaza's widow, Lebanese-

for the February 3 elections on
an anti-Benazir platform that
is seen to be cutting into the
former premier's stronghold in
Sindh

In Punjab, the largest and
politically dominant province,
Benazir's arch [oe, former
prime minister Nawaz Sharif is
widely seen to be the front run-
ner. at the head of his Pakistan
Muslim League.

\_ Despite the odds, Benazir is

born Ghinva. is campaigning -

.........
.......

keeping her chin up. drawing
large crowds turn to her rallies
in cities and towns. urging peo-
ple to back her "battle for
democracy."

"People are with me. They
have confidence in me," she
said at a public meting in
Rawalpindi, Punjab.

She is constantl
move, by road or b
addressing four to
day.

Her speeches in Sindhi and
Urdu languages are marked by
fiery rhetoric and much waving
of hands.

"Your sister has come before
vou. The biggest court is of the
masses and [ am before you. Be-

on the
elicopter
ve rallies a

inister of Pakistan Benazir Bhutto (R)
Bhutto during an’ eléction rally in her own constituency in
from Kara¢hi) Tuésdiy! Wusrht afpédied the people ¢
public appearance since the d?ath of Her son Murtaza’Bhutte.

ower

nazir told a gathering of farm-
ers in Sindh.

"Leghari though he could
keep me awaﬂ from the elec-
toral process, but come Leghari
and see that people even today
love Benazir."” she said.

"I am not afraid of death.
death is in God's hand."

She stood up to military
dictator Muhammed Zia Ul Haq
after he toppled her father Zul-
fikar Ali utto in 1977 and
sent him to the gallows two
years later.

After the dismissal of her
first government in 1990 Be-
nazir kept her party intact,
bouncing back in the 1993 elec-

in 90’

‘Benazir’s political wounds are deeper than
when she lost

]

with her mother Nusrat

Qﬁiﬁkana, some 520 kilometers
vote for her daughter in her first

— AFP/UNB photo.

tions when she defeated Nawaz
Sharif. .
~ Benazir is an iron lady, like
Aung San Suu Kyi, said party
activist Latif Mughal referring
to the Burmese pro-democracy
crusader.

However, observers do not
rate her chances highly.

‘Everything depends on how
many seats and votes she can
get from Sindh and Punjab

rovinces, said political ana-
yst M B Nagvi. "If her vote-
bank declines in two provinces
there would be no chance for
her to come back to the centre
no matter what strategy she
adopts today.” he added.

Clinton urges Syria, Israel
to resume peace talks

WASHINGTON. Jan 29:; Pres-
ident Bill Clinton Tuesday
urged [srael and Syria to re-
sume their negotiations and
said this will be "a major focus"

in his planned talks with
Egyptian. l|sraeli, Jordanian
Ayl Palestinian leaders. re-
ports AFFP

“There will never be a com-
prehensive peace in the Middle
East until we receive this mat-
ter with Syria. between Syria
and lsracl.” Clinton said at a
While House press conlerence.

He stressed that it was up to
the Israeli and Syrian govern-
ments to relaunch the negotia-
tions, interruptecd for over a
year.

“When both parties want to
make peace. no maltler how far
apart they seemn, we lind a wa
to ued there.” said Clinton, "“if,
they're not sure it's time to
make peace, no matter how
close it seems to an outsider, we
don't seem to be able to bridge -

the %ip“. he continued.

"So you can be sure that will
be a major focus of our discus-
sion” he said in reference to
talks he plans to hold with
middle eastern leaders.

Clinton confirmed that Is-
raeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu. Palestinian leader
Yasser Arafat. King Hussein of
Jordan and E tian President
Hosni Mubar would be com-
ing to Washington in the com-
ing months.

The White House said that
Clinton would hold bilateral
talks and that there would be
no summit involving all five
leaders.

The dates of the visits have
yet to be announced.

Clinton once again praised
the agreement reached last
week between Netanyahu and
Arafat on the withdrawal of the
Israeli army from Hebron and
on a timetable for the army's
withdrawal from rural areas

-on the West Bank.

Saddam puts his
wife under
house arrest

WASHINGTON, Jan 29: Iraqgi
president Saddam Husein has
put his wife under house arrest
and his eldest son is semi-
paralysed from gunshot wounds
suffered in an attack last
month, senior US military offi-
cer said Tuesday. reports AFP.

"l think its very interesting
that Saddam has just put his
wife under house arrest.” he
said. The officer, who asked not
to be identified, said her arrest
was learned "from a good
source.”

Saddam's eldest son Uday
was semi-paralyzed from bullet
wounds in an attack December
12 in Baghdad.

"Uday has been hit very, very
hard and has one or two bullets
left in his spine and is some-
what paralyzed,” he told re-
porters.

Roll Ekeus, the UN envoy in
charge of disarming Iraqg, re-
ported that Uday also had de-
veloped gangrene and was in
danger of losing his leg. the of-
ficer said.
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A Taliban gunner sits on a truck-mounted ZU 23 MM anti-aircraft cannon in front of

Ahmed Shah Masood's guest house in Jabul Seraj in this recent picture. The Taliban have
also captured Guilbahar on the entrance to Panjsher Valley stronghold of Masood.

— AFP/UNB photo

Prithvi-250 to be

NEW DELHI, Jan 29: The
deadly Prithvi-250 surface to
air and two other shorter range
missiles will be tested shortly
defence sources said Tuesday
reports PTI.

Prithvi-250, being developed
for the [ndian Air Force is
likely to enter the final phase of
trial runs from Chandipur on
sea near Balasore in Orissa.

Even though the window for
the time frame of testing
Prithvi-250, has not been fi-
nalised it may take place any-
time in the next three months.

The authorities at the in-
terim test range near Balasore
have already issued a notifica-
tion for eviction of about 600

people from villages near the
tests site

tested shortly

The sources said anti-tank
‘Nag and surface to air 'Akash’
missiles were likely to be tested
between February and April
this year. 'Akash’ and 'Nag’
would undergo, user trial' by
armed forces after the test
flights.

Rebels kill 6

cops in Colombia

BOGOTA, Jan 29: Leftist
guerillas overran a town in a
remote region of northwest
Colombia early on Tuesday,
killing six policemen and -
ing three medical workers pris-
oner. a IgglJicz spokesman said,

tﬂ-‘

reports

UNITED NATIONS. Jan 29:
UN Secretary-General Koli An-
nan announced his new senior
management team Tuesday,
dropping five officials and
bringing in neweomers for such
key posts as peacekeeping and
pu?itical affairs. reports AP.

Most of the 19 appoint-
ments, however, served under
Annan's predecessor, Boutros
Boutros-Ghali, who was vetoed
for a second term by the United
States for allegedly being slug-
gish on promoling reform.

Many of the ke sitions
went to nationals of developed

countries with few going to citi-

zens of Africa or Latin America.
Annan is a Ghanaian.

UN spokesman Fred Eck-

hard said the decisions were
taken based on the "need to
bring new talent into the organ-
isation ... the need to recognise
performance by promoling
staff," and "the need to retain
competent and experienced

']

people to maintain continuity.”

Eckhard, who was formally
appointed as spokesman, de-
scribed the changes as "only the
first step” and said other
changes would be made during

U'tc_lyear.
he changes announced
Tuesday do not involve posi-
tions, such as directors of inde-
pendent UN agencies. which re-
quire approval by the 185-
member General Assembly.
American Joseph Connor,
widely respected in Washing-
ton, was reappointed undersec-
retary-general for administra-
tion and management, effec-
tively the UN chief financial
officer.

The United States considers
Connor's role crucial in reform-
ing and downsizing the United
Nations.

Apart from Connor, one post
went to an American. Gillian
Sorensen was named assistant

Kofi Annan announces new UN team

secretary-general for external
relations. UN officials said she
would try to enhance the UN
image among the public. espe-
cially in the United States
where the organisation is notl
held in high regard,

Annan asked 23 senior UN
officials te submit resignations
after he was elected last month.

Those whose resignations
were accepted include Rosario
Green of Mexico, special adviser
on women's affairs: Ismat Kit-
tani of Iraq, special adviser;
Jean-Claude Milleron of
France, head of the Department
of Economic and Social Infor-
mation; Joseph Reed of the
United States, special represen-
tative for public affairs; and
Yukio Takasu, controller.

Bernard Miyet, 50, a veteran
French diplomat and Frances
representative to the Organisa-
tion of Security and Coopera-
tion in Europe, was named head
of UN peacekeeping. Annan's

old post
Kieran Prendergast of
Britain was appointed head. of

the Department of Political Af-
fairs. Prendergast succeeds an-
other Briton, Marrack Gould-
ing, and most recently served
most recently as Birtain's am-
bassador to Turkey. He was also
British high commissioner to
Kenya.

No woman was appointed to
an undersecretary-general post.
Eckhard said Annan was con-
sidering choosing a woman as a
deputy secretary-general. An-
gela King of Jamaica was
named special adviser on wom-
en's affairs.

Among those reappoinied
were Nitin Desal of India and
Jin Yonghian of China, both as
undersecretaries general. Ya-
sushi Akashi of Japan was
reappointed head of the De-

rtment of Humanitarian Af-
airs.
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M Uiverﬂe, Venezuela's Alicia Machado, poses for pho-

tographers before beginning her daily workout routine
with personal fitness trainer Edward Jackowski (L)
Tuesday in New York. The 19 year-old Machado has come
under pressure for gaining weight since winning the 1996
Miss Universe pageant. She claims to have lost five

pounds in three days.

— AFP/UNB photo

Di's wedding dress to
be pud on public display

LONDON: Princess Diana is to give her wedding dress to Lon-
don’s Victoria and Albert Museum to be put on permanent public

display. according to a news re

port Wednesday, re

ports AP.

e London newspaper The Ual]{e‘l'e[egfaph said the 35-

year-old princess, one of the world's

st dressed women. also

plans to auction 65 of her evening gowns to raise funds for char-

ities.

It said the sale, which it said is ex

pected to take place at

Christie's auctioneers in London in June, will likely raise more

thap 1 million pounds (dirs 1.61 million) for some of her
lavourite causes, such as AIDS and cancer research.

The stunning, richly

embroidered.

pufl-sleeved wedding

dress. made by couturiers David and Elizabeth Emanuel for her
marriage to Prince Charles at St Paul's Cathedral on July 29,

1981. Is expected to go on show at the Victoria and Albert this
summer. the paper said. Charles and Diana divorced in August

Apple of discord

NEW DELHI: A teenager allegedly slit the throat of his seven-
year-old cousin after an argument over an apple. a newspaper

last year.

reported Wednesday, reports AFP.
The Indian Express, quotin

lieved the 16-year-old carri

police sources, said they be-
out the killing because the

d had given hip away to their aunt for eating an

' Wﬁﬁf her permmigsion

The police said the teenager

on Monday in the south west of Delhi,

took his msin: outof the house

promising to buy him

sweets, before allegedly cutting his throat. He has since disap-

peared.

Because she gave birth
to a 6th daughter

TEHRAN: An Iranian man has refused to admit his wife back
to their house after learning that she gave birth to a sixth
daughter in hospital. a newspaper reported Tuesday, reports

AFP.

The man made E:md on threats he made before her delive

that he would not

low her to come back if the baby happen

to be a girl, said the woman, identified by her first name

Firuzeh,

She told a court in the northeastern city of Mashad where
she filed a suit against her husband for breaking their
vow that he had refused to visit her at the hospital after leamn-

ing about the newborn's sex.

My father had to pay the hospital bills and after being re-
leased I went straight to my father's house,” she said quoted by

Gods newspaper.

Islamic leaders renew claim

Israel digging beneath

Al Agsa Mosque

JERUSALEM, Jan 29 Is-
lamic leaders raised new accu-
sations Tuesday that Israel is
digging beneath the Al Agsa
mosque, undermining Islam's
third holiest site. reports AP.

"They are now digging a tun-
nel from the southeastern edge
of the mosque toward the west,”
Sheikh Raed Salah of the [s-
lamic Movement in Israel said
at a news conference. "This is
very dangerous.”

Similar accusations in
September sparked Israeli-
Paﬁtsﬁnian clashes that killed
79 ple. But those riots came
amid widespread Palestinian
anger at Israeli foot-dragging
on peace. There has been more
trust in recent weeks since Is-
rael withdrew troops from He-
bron and committed to more
West Bank pullouts.

Israeli officials said no ex-
cavations were underway near
the mosque and that ancient
water tunnels that do not go un-
der the mosque compound were
simply being cleaned in prepa-
ration for being opened to
lourists.

Gidon Avni, chief Jerusalem
archaeologist for the Israel An-
tiquities Authority. said the
work had been going on since
1994 with the tacit approval of
the Islamic Trust. which ad-
ministers the mosque.

"They have been notified of
every step in this project.” he
said. "Nothing has been done
without their unofficial coop-
eration.’

The Islamic Trust, which is
funded by Jordan but reports to
Yasser Arafat s Palestinian Au-
thority, did not join in the Is
lamic Movement's allegations,
The two groups have been jock-
eying for power over Islamic
holy sites in Jerusalem.

aqf director Adnan Hus-
seini did say, however, that Is-
rael had been making excava
tions near the mosque and
"making unjustified changes

“We asked them to stop
unfortunately they did not. " he

.civilians an

said. "We consider the continued
excavation an apgression.”

The Al Agsa and Dome of the
Rock mosques are built gn the
site of the Jewish Temple de-
stroyed by the Romans in 70
AD.

The Western Wall, the only
remnant of the Temple, runs
alongside the Al sa com-
pound, referred to by Muslims
as Haram as-Sharif, or "Noble
Sanctuary.” and by Jews as the
Temple Mount. The site, holy to
both religions. is at the heart of -
the explosive conflict over who
will control Jerusalem.

LTTE’s land
mines kill 8

COLOMBO, Jan 29: Tamil
rebels detonated two remote-
contirolled land mines in
northern Sir Lanka Wednes-
day, killing at least seven
one soldier, a mil-
itary spokesman said, reports
AP.

The explosions occurred
while the troops were searching
for rebel mines and booby trg%
near the Punalai causeway
kilometers (200 miles) north of
Colombo. the Sri Lanka capital,
said Maj. DAR Ranawaka the
military spokesman.

The civilians were waiting
to cross the causeway that
links Jaffna Peninsula - with
Kayts Island Five soldiers and
two civilians were injured in
the attack. said Ranawaka.

On Tuesday. six civilians
were killed when their vehicle
(riggered a lund nmune in north-

eastern Sri Lanka officials
said. Those killed included two
children at Klﬂﬂgﬁ}kuna village
in Polonnaruwa district. about
190 kilometres (120 miles)
northeast of Colombo

The rebels fired gun shots at
police delaying the rescue ol
the wounded  s.aid the oflicials
who cannot be dentitied under
hriefing rules




