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The Third Revolution

Sustainable development is about decentral-
isation, localisation, self-help, production by
the masses, equitable distribution and con-
sumption, gender equity, caring for the Na-
ture etc. Shajahan Bhuiya explains further

MONG oy revoltl
tions 1 the  world the
nmost stEmbeanil were
the agricultural and mdustnal
ones. After maty pLrsuilts (o
human history, the agricultural
revolution provided mankind

with the scope of sustamng in o
comparatively stable way. Alter
this revolution. the world
population expanded and the
trading c¢lass in the Lthen
agrarian world accumulated
their mercantile capital,
seeking investment in the av
enues where profit would mul-
tiply. This demanded the need
for another sudden, fundamen-
tal and complete change in the
productive system. The Indus-
trial Revolution. then. paved
the way of production-centred
development in a formal and
more pronounced way.

Following this revolution,
the humanity saw the rise of
imperial and colonial powers to
fight devastating wars on global
scale for gaining more access to
markets and control of existing
ones in order to get more wealth
out of these. After the wars,
both the victors and the van-
quished felt the need for accel-
erated production to make up
the loss arising out of the rub-
bles. In Western Europe, the slo-
gan was voiced "Produce or Eerv
ish", Subsequently, all indus-
trial economies started a policy
of "Mass-production., mass-
consumption and their ulti-
mate equilibrium.”

The vision that influenced to
pursue such policy and strategy
is a growth-centred develop-
ment. Growth needs resources,
It does not flows in without en-
ergy and physical inputs. But in
a finite world. infinite growth
is contrary to logic. The source
of resources and the sinks to
absorb the wastes and pollu-
tants released by the growth-
centred economy have their
limits. These cannot bear un-
limited loads. Attempling to go

nd ktheir limits is to invite
disaster. Growth-centred devel-
opment which is based on greed
and devoid of love for the hu-
mahity is antithesis of wisdom
and logic. Therefore, it has be-
come the urgent need by the
concerned to think about and
act on the alternative to domi-
nant development paradigm
based on growth-centred devel-
opment vision and belief.

With the 21st century round
the corner, fortunately the con-
cerned have begun to speak
about the alternative develop-
ment paradigm. indicating

coming of the 'third revolution’
s th;iﬁilst&isﬂ%ﬁ%ﬁ&fﬁﬁigﬂ
tion, The limits ’Eﬁa __;6;1'. li]f,,
urces and sink {
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started to herald the close end

of the days of cow-boy
economies. Grazing lields are
not unending. We have to be-

have like the astronauts in the
spaceship. Failure to comply
with the requirement of the
spaceship bring doom. New

evelopment paradigm, based
on the vision and beliel of sus-
tainable development, has been
emerging. This sustainable de-
velopment is also termed as
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people-centred development
whiich 1s based on reasonable

prowth with justice, equity and
siistainability. Here, the key
word — sustainability — 1s un-

tlerstood as the bearing capacity
of sources of resources and
sinks of pollutants and waste.

Sustainable development is
grounded with view which per-
ceives that our planet is a life-
sustaining spaceship with fi-
nite store of physical and envi-
ronmental resources. Its logic is
balanced human ecology. This
balanced human ecology is nec-
essary for bio-diversity which
supports the system of a sus-
tainable planet. The resource of
EL]ST&HIIHElE development is the
vast source of information that
humanity has now at its dis-
posal.

The sustainable develop-
ment speaks about decentrali-
sation. localisation, self-help,
production by the masses, equi-
table distribution and con-
sumption, gender equity, par-
ticipatory democracy, non-vio-
lent or less-violent appropriate
technology. cultural diversity.
caring for the Nature, etc. It en-
courages reclaiming and recy-
cling wastes and throw away
used resources. It calls for effi-
ciency in energy and material
use. It prefers use of renewable
energy and resources {o non-re-
newable ones. It demands im-

rovements in all designs for

e sake of efficiency and also
efficient and expanded use of
solar and wind em:rgg.

Sustlainable use of resources
is findamental to sustainable
development. It tries to change
the life-style conductive to con-
servation and development. Fi-
nally, and very truly, it wants
to give 'more' out of less to a
vast majority of people can our
existing education system cater
to the needs of the Third Revo-
lution which has to occur to
save us from the disaster, antic-
ipated to happen, if existing
production and consumption
pattern continues unabated un-
der the influence of dominant
development paradigm? The
answer is: certainly not. The
vision of people-centred devel-
opment under the alternative
development paradigm must be
propped by an education system
capable of meeting the needs of
sustainability revolution. Total
education system in terms of its
goals and purpose, contents.
forms, structure, approach, etc..
has to be reformed and trans-
formed to create a value base
and provide necessary knowl-
edge, skill, habit and aftitude

Sl
tion that will guide a man the
long difficult road of life. Igno
rance holds a man in benighted
prison where from education
sets him free and equips him
with the means of physical ex-
istence and spiritual develop-
ment."

We should commit ourselves
to contribute to such a noble
endeavour,

The writer {s the Executive
Director of Comilla Preshika
Centre for Development.
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Campaign for Voluntary Human
Organ Donations

Nikesh Chandra Das talks to Dr K M Cherian, a renowned heart surgeon of the subcontinent

"

strong movement and
awareness cam
hould be started for
voluntary human organ
donations to save people who
are dying from diseases like
kidney [failure and heart
problems that can be treated by
organ transplants.” said Dr KM
Cherian, 54, a renowned car-
diac surgeon and Director of
Madras Medical Mission's
Institute of Cardiovascular
Diseases at Chenai. India. One
of the pioncers in pediatric
cardiac surgery in the sub-con-
tinent and recipient of many

awards, including the
Government of India's
Padmashri, Dr Cherian re-

cently visited Bangladesh to at-
tend a three-day international
conference on cardiovascular
diseases jointly organised by
Bangladesh Cardiac Society
and Asia Pacific Society of
Cardiology.

During his stay in Dhaka, Dr
Cherian in an interview with
this writer talked about differ-
ent aspects of medical treat-
ment facilities and social de-
velopment. Talking about hu-
man organ transplants, he said
that human organ transplanta-
tion is an established and suc-
cessful branch of medical
surgery in the developed world.
But unfortunately we in the
subcontinent are lagging be-
hind in terms of legislation,

ublic awareness and technical
acilities. But, things have re-
cently started to change to-
wards a positive direction.

" The issue of brain death is a
new phenomenon of human or-
gan transplant in the subconti-
nent. "Though the developed
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countries have legalised brain
death 15 to 20 years back. India
has done the same only in
1994." said Dr Cherian. He
opined that the legalisation of
brain death is a new chapter in
the Indian history of medical
surgery, and Bangladesh has
not legalised brain death as yet.

A brain death patient is one
whose pulse is on, but brain is
dead. According to medical sci-
ence. a patient would die ulti-
mately when his brain is dead.

"If you get a brain death patient,
you can have his heart. lungs,
kidneys. corneas. liver and
other transferable organs. Thus
on an average, seven to eight
people could be helped by a sin-
gle donor,” Dr Cherian com-
mented.

Mere legalisation of brain
death cannot meet the growing
demand for organ transplants.
For this, general public should
be made aware about the neces-
sity of organ donation. "In our
society, the culture of voluntary
organ donation has not been
developed as yet. Though no re-
ligion prevents organ donation,
the social taboos are the main
barriers.” observed Dr Cherian.
"So. a massive awareness cam-
paign should be started using
all the means of communica-
tion in creating a favourable
atmosphere to educate the pub-
lic about the importance of hu-
man organ donation,” he said,
adding "media people and con-
scious part of the society can
also play a vital role in this re-
gard.”

Comimenting on the overall

Dr Cherian with his patients in Dhaka
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heart disease treatment situa-
tion in Bangladesh, Dr Cherian
said, "On the whole, it is just
picking up. New instruments
are being installed. As far as
surgery is concerned, I think it
has to be developed." Asked why
it has not developed yet, he said,
"You have got qualified people,
national institute for cardio-
vascular diseases, but I don't
know why the specialty has not
been developed even in your
neighbouring India. I can talk
about my specialty. What is im-
portant is commitment, infras-
tructure. and hard work.” he
added.

A vigorous protester of
commercialisation of medical
facilities, Dr Cherian said,
'Corporate ideology or philoso-
phy in medicine is not right, be-
cause corporate philosophy is
meant for making money. It is
not designed to safeguard the
interest of the common people.
But medicine, as | understand,.
is a noble profession. It cannot
be equated with an industry.”

Answering to the question,
why he helps poor patients with
especial care, he said, "Heart
surgery is beyond the reach of

common men. In India only 10
per cenl people can aflord it, but

what about others? Obviously,
it is our duty to help poor
within our own capabilities."”
"In fact, we are fighting for
better medical facilities to the
people of this region with hu-
manitarian values and atti-
tudes. One of the priorities of
Madras Medical Mission, where
| work, is to offer its services
free of cost or at concessional
rates to poor patients. Patients
who benefit from free or con-
cessional treatment make up 20
per cent of the total number of

patients treated. The Mission

hopes to expand the facilities of
free treatment for the poor in
the coming years."

In reply to question about
the essential qualities of a suc-
cessful doctor, Dr Cherian said
there are many qualities, but
the most important thing is a
sympathetic heart. "If you have
a sympathetic heart, then hon-
esty and other qualities would
come ultimately,” he said.
Speaking about his successful
career Dr Cherian said. "l am
destined to do it. I enjoy 'my

“Work. 1t never tires me." An

ndian trnmigam to Australia
and ' USA. Dr Cherian has re-
turned home refusing lucrative
job offers in both the countries.
"I am happy to be back to do
something for my own country
which most of my friends are
not doing. And I am glad that |
have been doing it successfully.
My present aim is to continue
my work serving the people ol

this sub-continent. In the days .

ahead. | want to hand over my

responsibilities to the right
people.” he added.

In Dhaka, Dr Cherian mel
four of his patients who were
operated in Madras through
World Vision of Bangladesh, an
international relief and devel-
opment organisation. These
patients were the ones who re-
ceived special financial con-
cessions. During this meeting,
Dr Cherian talked with them
and inquired about their
health. He also visited two
World Vision Bangladesh pro-
jects in Dhaka. While visiting
Agargaon slum Dr Cherian em-
phasised on health education
and vocational training. He
opined that the parents are the
most important people as far as
the growth of a child is con-
cerned. In that case, a mother
can play stronger role than a fa-
ther. If parents are being dis-
seminated the basics of health
messages, then they can take
care of their kids. Dr Cherian
commented.

"The development agencies
are not to provide nutritious
food but to teach people how to
prepare it cost-effectively.” said
Dr Cherian. State-run televi-
sion can also play an important
role. They can arrange a one-
hour nationwide nutrition and
hygiene education programme
during the school hour. The
messages should come through
cartoons and pictures. Dr
Cherian said that more voca-
tional training should be ar-
ranged fo ensure development
of a community. A simple BA or
B Sc degree has no value W they
don't get any yocational train-
ing. But this aspect of develop-
ment is being neglected till to-
day, Dr Cherian said.

According to Dr Cherian. the
political leaders of the subcon-
tinent who are supposed to Ini-
tiate development activities are
not working properly. "Most of
the politicians are school
dropouts.” Dr Cherian observed.
"They are only interested in
making money rather than the
development of the people. If
there were a law saying that one
can run for the post of an MP or
MLA only if s/he has three-year
working experience with a so-
cial service organisation. that
could have helped us in having
a better class of politicians."”

Dr Cherian has so far suc-
cessfully performed over 12,000
cardiac surgeries. He has to his
credit many successful firsts in

India, such as coronary artery

graft, correction of transposi-
tion of great vessels using sen-
ning techniques, bilateral in-
ternal mammary graft, homo-
graft aortic conduits for correc-
tion of congenial defects, and
heart transplant after the legis-
lation on brain death. He also
introduced the transmyocar-
dial laser revascularization in
Australia.

The writer is the
Communication Officer nl
World Vision of Bangladesh.

Star Entertainment Guide

Che ﬂ:‘li!& Stur 5

Dhaka Day by Day

Trallic congestion appears
to be a pennanent feature of life
in Dhaka but lately and not
surprisingly before the Eid-ul-
Fitr — it has assumed alarming
proportions. Easy import ol re-
conditioned cars and relaxed
rules for operation of three-
wheelers have wrought havoc
with the existing inlrastructure.
Long lines ol vehicles in front
of traffic signals is a regular
phenomenon these days and
driving on Dhaka streets has
become a nightmare.

Chaos is perhaps too mild a
word to describe what greets you
once you go out on the street —
rickshaws and baby-taxis hur-
tle along the streets with gay
abandon with a "l couldn't care
less” attitude towards traffic
signals and rules. The
ramshackle buses with people
spilling out of the doors drive
olf at breakneck speed. spewing
a cloud of black exhaust fume
on anybody who dares come its
wav. And the cars. though they
come a poor second perhaps due
to the lact that they are pri-
vately owned and the drivers
accountable. add to the already
bleak situation. Carelessly

arked cars are a nuisance — in
acl "no parking” rules are
flouted proudly. Does such a
thing really exist or are those
sign-board merely road decora-
tions? The rickshaws are a
sight 1o see — you find them all
over the road! Pedalling furi-

Revising Traffic

ously. they squeeze into every

ossible space, precariously

alancing their load of twn
three and at times even luour
passengers, and bumping into
other cars. Their speed in-
creases ten times the moment
they have to cross a red light or
a lathi wielding policeman be-
cause they view them as minor
irritants that have to be sur
mounted at any eo0st. So much is
their cloul on the road rhat a
policeman’s power to discipline
them is rendered inetfective?®
They presently are Dhaka city's
"road hogs’.

The problem has been caom-
pounded by the shoppers who
have descended on the streets in
hoards. They do not lind any
space on the footpaths which
rightfully belong to them and
the roads turn into virtual
death traps for them. The nim-
ble-footed people to what 1s best
for them — they walk on the
road and go back to the side
walk as and when the opportu
nity arises. And il you are un-
lucky enough to be on the
streets after 5 pm then prepare
yourself for a long walk home.
That way vou'll reach it laster!

But why talk of nights and

wrongs, should be and shouldn't
be. The way things are happen
ing I guess everybody is right-

fully doing whatever he or she
is doing. Only the rights are
overhearing al times.
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A LACK OF COMMUNICATION..
THERE'S THE PROBLEM,
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