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Parore rem ans
in Test side

AUCKLAND, Jan 28: New
Zealand Test cricketer Adam
Parore was Tuesday suspended
tor the rest ol the season by the
Auckland provincial team. bul
may still retain his place on the
national squad. reports AP

Parore still will be consid-
ﬂﬂl for New Zealand's team to

England in the second Test
in z;‘cilhmtnn from Feb 6, said
national chairman of seleclors
Ross Dykes.

The Auckland Cricket Asso-
ciation (ACA) confirmed that
Parore has been suspended for
the remainder of the 1996-97
SEeASON.

“The selection panel has in-
dicated to me that aspects of
Adam's performance during the
course of the present season
have caused it concern.” said
ACA chief executive Lindsay
Crocker.

The statement added that the
selection panel — if it remains
the same — will consider Parore
for selection next seasorl.

Media reports in New
Zealand have suggested friction
between Parore and his Auck-
land teammates over Parore's
attitude to Lraining.

But Dykes said Parore's sus-
pension won't be taken into ac-
count when the national selec-
tors met to select their 12 lor
the second Test. He said Parore
would be assessed purely on his
cricket form.

News of the suspension
ended a bad dayv for Parore.

He was responsible for the
run out of New Zealand captain
Lee Germon on the final morn-
ing of the first Test at Eden
Park, then rashly got himself

stumped.

W Austraha
atop alone

HOBART. Australian. Jan
28: Western Australia went to
the top of Australia's Sheffield
Shield cricket competition af-
ter clinching a seven-wicket
victory over Tasmania here
Monday. reports AFP.

ner Mike Hussey was top
scorer with 87, following his
first innings 83 to steer Western
Australia to 180 for three and
outright-victory over Tasmania
after the home side had taken
first innings points.

The win broke a three-wa
deadlock at the top of the stand-
ings with Western Australia
Nnow six gmmts ahead of Queens-
land and New South Wales and
facing an important clash with
Queensland i1 Brisbane next
week.

Quader for polls
In Sports
feds bé June

ROTRET, ).

._."itate Minister for' Youth and
Sports Obaidul Quader vowed to
hold elections in different
sports federations by June this
year.

The state minister informed
sports journalists at an Iftar
party held by the National
sports Council last evening. To
pave the way for holding elec-
tions, necessary amendments
to the constitution would be
made by the first week of
March, he added.

He also said that he sought
Chinese assistance to help build
a friendship stadium in Dhaka
during his visil to Beijing early
this month. Chinese govern-
ment has shown their interest
and assured all sorts of help in
this regard. said Quader.

Besides. coaches from
China, will also be brought ln
impart training in BKS
said.

ACME Div 11

cricket results

Sports Reporter

Indira Road Krira Chakra
Rupali Bank, Western Sporting
Club and Lancashire Cricket
Cluly won their respective Acme
Second Division cricket league
matches held at dillerent city
venues yesterday.

At the Mirpur Outer Stadium
Indira Road handed Mill Bar-
rack Cricket Club a crushing
eighl-wickel defeal. Chasing a
paltry Mill Barrak total of 118
in 40 overs. Indira Road lost
two wicketls before reaching the
winning mark in 24.1 overs.
For Indira Road openers
Shahriar and Rahman top-
scored with 38 runs each. Ear-
lier. put into bat, Mill Barrack
were bundled our lor 118 in 32.5
OVers.

Rupali Bank recorded a con-
vincing seven-wickel win over
Udity Club at the T&T ground in
Mahakhali

Sent into bat in the morn-
ing. Udity mustered 188 for
eight in the stipulated 40 overs
with middle-order Shohan con-
tributing highest 30. In reply
the bankers overhauled the tar-
get in the 35th over with seven
wickets in hand. Opener Shan-

tanu Roy scored an uncon-
quered 88 of 98 balls while
middle-order bat Alam re-

mained unbeaten on 43

At the Dhanmondi Club
Ground. Western Sporting Club
registered a 68-run victory over
Lalbagh Union Sporting Club

Electing to use the wicket
lirst. Western boys piled up an
imposing total of 217 for eight
in 40 overs with lower middle-
order Nasim contributing max
imum 55 followed by Mamun
who scored 38. [n reply. Lalbagh
were all out in 39.2 overs scor
ing 149 runs

In the other match of the day
on the western strip of Dhan
mondi Cricket Stadium., Lan
cashire Cricket Club posted an
eight-wicket victory over
Amarjyou Club

In a low-scoring affair
Amarjovti scored only 146 in
36 2 overs belore being all out
in reply. Lancashire took only
27 2 ogvers io reach home losing
only two wickets

COMRADES IN ARMS: New Zealanders Danny Morrison (L) and Nathan Astle celehratre

after fashioning an incredible draw against England in the Auckland Test yesterday. The
pair put on a record unbroken stand for the tenth wicket,

Reesty Kiwis irk limeys

AUCKLAND, Jan
28: All-rounder
Nathan Astle hit
his third Test
century and vet-
eran bowler
b Danny Morrison
proved an unlikely batting hero
as New Zealand defied England
to snatched a draw in the first
crickel Test loday. report agen-
cles.

The last-wicket pair staged
one of New Zealand's greatest
escapes in Test matches, tor-
menting the English attack for
165 minutes with an unbroken

aﬂnershiF of 106 to see the

ome side {inish at 248 for nine
denying the visitors' first away
Test victory for two vears.

Astle finished 102 not out
and Morrison's brave resistance
earned him 14 not out from 133
balls in two hours and 45
minutes atl the crease.

Astle scored his 102 in 279
minutes. off 214 balls, hitting
13 fours. England were left de-
flated after yet another disaster
in a season where little has
gone right.

England looked certain
winners when they reduced the
Kiwis to 105 for eight at lunch.
still needing 26 to make the
tourists bat again.

The New Zealanders were
only 11 runs ahead when they

lost Sunon Doull [or an aggres-
sive 26 belore he was yorked by
Darren Gough just after the
lunch. interval.

By tea, which was delayed by

- 8@ minutes. New Zealand le:d by

76 and, after an extra 30 min-
utes, England’'s chance of vic-
tory had been snatched away by
the defiance ol Astle and Morri-
SOT1.

Morrison. describing him-
self as 'a bit of an underachiev-
er with the bat. told reporters:

'l had nothing to lose and ev-
erything to gain. | just wanted
to play on for Nathan."

Astle said his third Test cen-
tury, and his first on home soil,
was the most satisfying to date.

England captain Mike
Atherton flung all five bowlers
into the attack by turn. But
failed to achieve a break-
through.

"It proved difficult to dis-
lodge them because the wicket
was so dead”. Atherton said.
"We'll go into the next Test
match knowin
what it takes. I'm slightly
appointed not to have won, hut
life goes on.

The Morrison and Astle
stand smashed the previous
record of 57 for the 10th wickets

nst England, set by Frank
ooney and Jack Cowie at
Leeds in 1949.

It was the third stand of
more than 100 for the 10th
wicket by New Zealand in Tests.

England have won only five
of the 42 pverseas Tests they
have played dating back to
1986-87. The English last won
away two years ago against Aus-
tralia in Adelaide.

Since beating New Zealand
2-0 in 1992, England have
recorded just two victories in 22
overseas Tests, losing 11.

England desperately needed
a victory to banish the embar-
rassing memories of a limited-
overs series defeat in Zimbabwe
earlier this year as they prepare
for the upcoming Ashes series
Afainst Australia.

New Zealand resumed at 56
for three needing a total of 131
to avoid an innings defeat. They
Kiwis almost didn't make it
that far. losing wickets at regu-
lar intervals after making a
bright start.

After Adam Parore and tap-
tain Lee Germon had put on 32
“inpoditive tfashion! Parvore

-opened the door for England.

Hé pushed a delivery from
left-armer Mullally towards
cover and called for a sharp
run. Nasser Hussain. England’s
best fielder. sprinted in and
threw the stumps down with
Germon well short of his crease.

To compound the problems,
Parore then moved dowmn the
pitch to a delivery from lell-
arm spinner Phil Tufnell and
tried to heave the ball towards
the on-side. He missed and was
stumped by Alec Stewart.

Parore made 33 in 139 gralt-
ing mimites,

New Zealand's hopes soon
slumped even further when left-
hander Justin Vaughan lell to

that we've nt :
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Tufnell for just two when the
ball spun in sharply and he was
given out leg before wicket.
Vaughan's dismissal meant
England had taken three wick-

ets lor just four runs in 39 balls.

Tufnell finished the session
with three for 18 from 17 overs.
Mullally then struck twice
before the to put England
in a powerful position.
He ﬁrst bowled Chris Cairns
for seven after Cairns chopped
the ball back onte his own
stu and then trapped Diﬁk
Patel |bw without score —
all rounder's second cluck. of the
match.

The Kiwis lost five wickets
for 17 runs in 20.2 overs in the
75 minutes before the break.

Doull's departure seemed tu

signal the end of their ho
bul Astle and Morrison t en
defied the England attack to
force one of the most unex-
pected draws in cricket history.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard on the fifth day
of the first cricket Test between
England and New Zealand at
Eden Park on Tuesday:

NEW ZEALAND: First in-
nings 390

NGLAND: First innings 521

NEW ZEALAND: Second in-
nings (overnight 56 for three)
Pocock Ibw b Gough 20
Young ¢ Hussain b Cork 3
Parore st Stewart b Tufnell 33
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Astle rml gut 1102
Vaughan Ibw b Tufnell 2
Cairns b Mullally 7
Patel Ibw b Mullally 0
Doull b Gough 26
Morrison nol out 14
Extras: (nb-8 Ib-11) 19
Total: (for nine wickets) 248

Fall of wickets: 1-17; 2-28: 3-
47. 4-88; 5-90; 6-92: 7-101; 8-
105; 9-142.

Bowling O M R W
Cork 16 3 45 |
Mullally 26 11 47 2
White 10 2 26 0
Gough 2 3 66 2
Tufnell 40 18 53 3

Result: Match drawn

Second Test: Feb &6
(Wellington).

non-EU

| ers are

Spanlards on a warpath"

MADRID, Jan 2H
Spanish soccer
I::la ers, in a back-
against the
rising number of
# foreigners playing
in the country, are warning
they might go on strike if things
don't change. reports AP.

Spain has more foreigners
in its top league than any other
country in Europe. And Span-
ish players say it's threatening
their future

The so-called Bosman ruling
almost 14 months ago. which
forced Europe's top leagues to
scrap quotas on players from
the 15-member European
Union. isn't the issue.

Spain’s unique problem —
and Portugal's too — is the huge
increase in the number of non-
EU players. many from Latin
America and Eastern Europe
who often command lower
salaries than Spaniards or
other EUc!:la]fE

Accor to figures from
the Sp:mlsh Footballers Asso-
ciation, Spain's First Division
has 115 non-EU players com-

pared with 43 in Italy. 29 in
I:.ngiand and 16 in German
Portugal also has about 1 0
players.

Add in Spain's Second Divi-
sjon and the number rises to

“What the ia:,fera are saying
is 'this can't go on."” said play-
ers association chief Gerardo
Gonzalez Movilla. He hasn't

| called a strike yet. but he doesn't

rule it out.

We all want to see the likes
of Ronaldo and Giovanni here.”
said Spanish international and
Betis forward Alfonso Perez. re-
ferring to FC Barcelonas two
Brazilian aces. "Bul 200 non-EU
players is barbarous.

Ferez s Nigerian teammate
at Betis, Finidi George. had a
diifferent view

If Betis signed me instead of
a national, that's for the club to
decide, George said. "Without
criticising anybody. | think I'm
betier than many nationals.”

When EU and non-EU play-
counted together,
Spain's top league has 140 for-
eigners out of a total of 484

players (28 9 cent) Gcrmang
and Furluﬂ,a.ﬁr:t next at 27.

per cent. followed by I[taly

(18.7). France (18.4) and Eng-
land (12.6).

Movilla pointed out that the
Bosnian ruling was followed by

a domestic agreement allowing
leams to lield four non-EU
players. |1¢ said that opened the
loodgates lor clubs newly rich
with lucrative television deals.

Spanish clubs spent more
Lhian 35 billion pesetas (260
million dollars] on new sign-
ings in 1996, more than triple

that ol the previous season.
making it one of the world's
biggest spending leagues.

[Despite the presence of stars
like Ronaldo — FIFA's player-
ol-the-year — Movilla said
many foreigners add nothing to
the league. He said the associa-
tion planned talks with the
league, the Spanish Soccer Fed-
eration and the government's
sporis council. If all else fails,
Movilla said a sirike was pos-
sible

Ve hiad an agreement in
r tm iple with the Spanish Soc-
cer Federation last year under
wliich only three non-EU play-
ers would be allowed this year.
two next year and one the lol-
lowing year.” Movilla said. He
said First Division clubs vetoed
the plan,

The resull is dozens of good
Spanish players are not playing
for their clubs, including sev
eral future international team.
stars such as Barcelona's lvan
de La Pena.” Movilla said.

“That's going to ruin the
players and consequently the
national side.” he said.

Maltters are apparently made

worse by a diplomatic deal un-
der which Latin American
players — which make up a

large hulk of the non-EU play-

ers — can apply tor dual nation-

ality after two years in Spain
Once obtained. they count as EU
players

o L - . :
England and Ne WCHF«'L]P Etrlker Alan "-rin-arer admires a miniature of him at t.he Hrttmh
Toy and Hobby Fair in London on Jan 27. The ten-inch high figure, launched at the fair as

¢ fr March next.
part of a new range of football superheroes, will be available in shops D_IE A;;HHB photo fidence is drawn from religion.

Triangular tourney

SA-Zimbabwe
tie today
Sports Reporter

Zimbabwe tackle the mighty
South Africans in a day-night
lixture of the limited-overs
angular tournament in Cape
Town today.

Star Sports will telecast the
match from 6:30 PM (BST) on-
wards.

W alsh stands
by Lara

ADELAIDE, Australia, Jan
28: West Indies cricket c

Courtney Walsh leapt to the de-
fence of teammate Brian Lara
Tuesday, calling on other

squad members to hel ease the
ssure on the

atsman. reports AP,

Walsh said the West Indies
inability to find a dominant
batsman was the major reason
for Australia grabbing an unas-
sailable 3-1 lead in the five-
Test series between the teams.

Lara finally found form too
late. His 78 in the West Indies’
second innings of the fourth
Test here followed a run of 26,
44 2, 1,2, 2 and 9 in his previ-
ous Test this summer.

"We in the t Indies would
believe it's going to be impossi-
ble for Brian to dominate every
single Test series.” Walsh said.

It's probably a guod thing
for him for it to

"All great players go thruugh
these patches. I'm not going to
pick on Brian because he hasn't

t runs — great players do fail

m time to time."
~ More worrying for Walsh
was the failure of other top-or-
der players with good records to
sleaantn J:‘mlﬂcl the team.

Adams, Shiv-
narine Chamle ul and Sher-
win Campbell all saw their ca-
reer averages fall during the se-
ries.

Lara's slipped from 60.32 to
556.10.

"If Brian's struggling, other
guys should be good enough to
give him the s athzl-t::u't to get his
touch basck sh said.

ngenan soccer
coach fired

LAGOS, Jan 28: Shuaibu
Amodu, chief coach of the S+ -
Eagles, the Nigerian natio.
team has been sacked for what
the Nigerian Fooiball Federa-
tion (NFA) calls "gross miscon-
duct”, re

Amodu had last Friday been
indefinitely suspended but on
Monday the Nigerian F A con-
firmed he has been sacked when
they said he had continued to
granl press interviews in disre-
gard ol his contract. -

Emeka | , an offieial of

the Nigerimny F.A edchynical nk:

-committee, said Amodu's sus- |
pension might be connected
with recent remarks about
sports minister Jim Nwobodo
and NFA officials.

Amodu's wife was also re-
cently reported by the local
press to have made statements
which the minister and sports
officials considered as either
insulting or tantamount to in-
subordination.

Natore football

From Our Correspondent

NATORE. Jan 28: Bogra
moved into the f[inal of Lhe
Sobhan-Shahjahan Smriti
lootball tournament after de-
eating Rajshahi 2-1 in the first
ut'mi}%‘ml held at the local
Kanaikhali Stadium today.

Jewel and Alauddin struck
one goal each for the winners
while Raj pulled one back lor
im]|=-hahl

il Thursday's final. Bodia
will take on the winners ol to-
morrow's second semifinal be-
iween hosts Natore and Siraj-
ganj at the same venue.

Chess trials

start
Sporta Reporter

Sixt ers won their

!r plcf‘l(esuth: qualify-

ing rnnnd of Dhaka Mttrupnllq

team for the lorthcoming 23rd

national chess championship

began al the NSC chess room
yesterday.

A total of 132 players have
been participating in the nine
round Swiss league cluaj_if:ﬂng
meet from which top 16 finish:
¢1s will earn a berth in the linal
rovnid,
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venport 1::1' the
United States po-
undedout a 6-1.

6-2 victory over Taiwan's Wang
Shi-ting Tuesday as five other
seecls also advanced to the
second round at the Toray Pan
Pacific Open tennis tourna-
ment, re agencies.

Four of them, inclu Aus-
tralian Open champion Mar-
tina Hingis of Switzerland. the
world's top-ranked Steffi Graf
of Germany, Spaniard Conchita
Martinez and Anke Huber of
Germany, received the first-
round :

Fifth seed, Brenda Schultz-
McCarthy of the Netherlands.
came from behind to beat Ro-
manian Ruxandra Dragomir 5-
7.6-4,6-2.

Two other seeds — defending
champion Iva Majoli of Croatia
and Irina Spirlea of Romania —
will have their respective first-
round matches on Wednesday.

Six other first-round win-
ners included Australian Open

uarterfinalist Kimberly Po of
he United States, wild-card
entry Tamarine Tanasugarn of
Thailand and qualifier Kristie
ert of the Netherlands,

e 19-year-old Thai, who
reached the Australian Open
third round to boost her world
ranking to 57, overpowered the
Belarus veteran Natasha
Zvereva 6-2, 6-1.

“1 like the surface. It's fast."
said Tamarine, who won three
ITF circuits titles last season.
all on grass. "I played my best
today to keep the ball in the
court.”

Zvereva, the Australian
Open doubles champion with
Swiss teenager Martina Hingis,
netted her second serve on the
first break point at 15-40 to go
down 1-3 and surrender the ini-
tiative to her opponent.

She again hit two double
faults in a row at 30-30 to go
down 1-3 in the second sel, and
never recovered from the deficit
as Tamarine stormed home to
finish off the 54-minute match.

- Tamarine said it was "great”
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to receive a wild card for the
event, one of the biggest tour-
naments outside of the Grand
slams.
"Last year. it was my lucky
year, and this year. too. 1 just
13' to keep my ranking in top
100 all the time. If possible, I'd
like to get into top 50, if [ have a
good performance.” said Tama-
rine,
The world's No. 29 Aj
Su;ﬁi}rama. currently Japan's
est-ranked, had a hard-
[nught. full-set victory of 7-6 (7-
2), 6-7 (2-7). 6-4 over French
ualifier Alexia Dechaume-
alleret.
The six-day, 926.250 dollars
tournament at Tokyo

§
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NATASHA "ZVERLVA

Metropolitan Gymnasium is
one of the biggest women's Ten-
nis Association evenls other
than the Grand Slam series.

On Wednesday, top-seeded
Graf takes on American Lisa
Ravimond who elinnnated
qualifier Seda Noor lander of
the Netherlands 7-5. 6-7 [3-7). 7-
5.

It will be the first match for
the 27-year- old Graf since her

fourth-round defeat to South
African Amanda Coetzer in the

Australian Open last week.
Graf, recovering from an in-
fected toe, also is under re

after the conviction of her fa-
ther. Peter Graf, for tax evasion
last Friday.

After arriving in Tokyo last
weekend, however, Grafl has
told reporters that she was in
g?ud condition and was ready to
play.

Second seed Hingis, who has
climbed up to the second-high-
est ranking, will play. also on
Wednesday, against Italy's Glo-
ria Pizzichini, who ousted wild-
card gla yer Rika Hiraki of
Japan 7-6 (7-4), 4-6, 7-6 (7-5).

On Thursday, fourth-ranked
Martinez will meet Boogert,
who defeated Naoko Kijimuta of
Japan 6-2, 4-6, 6-4.

Also on Thursday, eighth-
ranked Huber clashes with Po,
who breezed past Katarina Stu-
denikova of Slovakia 6-4. 6-1.

"This is a good opportunity
for me. My goal has to try
to play a lot of top players be-
cause the more you play them I
think the better you will be-
come.” said the 25-year-old Po
from Los Angeles.

"She has beaten me twice in
Philadelphia and ! beat her
once at the Canadian Open. So |
just want to make it even,” said
Po, the world's No. 19 player.

In another second-round ac-
tion Thursday, Tamarine,
ranked 57th, will challenge
Davenport, ninth-ranked in the
world.

"I'm in this tournament for
the first time."” said Tamarine.
"] feel great that 1 advanced to
the second round.”

Davenport. who was elimi-
nated by Po in the fourth round
in Melbourne. sald she found it
easier to come to indoors from
outdoors.

"Anytime when you come Lo
indoors, it's a lot easier. In
Australia. we had a lot of wind.
bright sun," she said.

"But it's a very last court, So |
took three days of practice on it
and 1 felt like 1 hit the ball

retty well today. So. hopefully.
Fll keep it going well."

SYDNEY, Jan 28:
A [rog forced a
w change in plans

for Australia's bi-

grest construction

pivject, the two-
billion Australian dollar (1.6
billion US) Olympic Games
venue now rapidly emerFmg
from reclaimed marshland
here. reports AFP.

Buti it was not just any old
[rog. It was a litteria aurea. oth-
erwise known as the native
green and golden bell [rog,
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griing, calours and high un
the endangered species list.

A colony was discovered in
the huge wetland which was the
site of a former brickpit and
dumping ground by the side of
the Parramatta river at subur-
ban Homebush Bay. the main
venue for Sydney's 2000
Olympics.

The project was stalled for a
few weeks in 1993 while plan-
ners worked out what to do
about the colony. several hun-
dred strong and thought to be
Sydney's biggest surviving
hreeding population of a once
numerous species threatened by
creeping urbanisation.

ey could not be destroyed
b-ccaus: even if officialdom
considered that appropriate.
killing them or adversely af-
fecting their native habitat was
punishable by two years jail or

a 78.000 US dollar fine under
schedule 12 ol Australia’s Na-
tional Parks and Wildlile Art.

Shifting them was consid-
ered but rejected in laveur of
prESEI‘ViIl‘g' the site originally
earmarked as an Olympic am-
phitheatre and blending it into
an alternative scheme with
which it would be more compat-
ible.

Result — 400,000 dollars or
0.02 per cent of the total budget
for what otticials boast will be
the world's most environmeri:

» sensitive sporting venue!

measures such ' fending the
brickpit with fine shade cloth
to keep the frogs saie.

The 16-hectare brickpit will
now be the storage reservoir for
recycled water used mainly for
toilet flushing and irrigation
and a central feature of a 440-
hectare recreation area known
as Millennium Park,

The world's biggest Olympic
Stadium accommodating
110.000 people and due for
completion in 1999 will be at
the other end of a vast complex.

"The frog really is a strong

symbol of what we stand for "
saidl Olympic coordination au-
thortly's environment and
planning executive director
colin grant.

"We have over 140 species of
hirds and many other signifi-
cant animals whose habitat has
had to be protected as well as a

Frogs gum up the works

remnalil eucalyptus forest and
a regenerated casuraina forest
which nrovide habitat for rare
PATTOL Sppecies.

Aboul 35 trees. ~uie weigh
ing more than 2. ianes have
been dug up and placed in the
monster plant pots, ready for
replanting close to or on their
original sites after construction
work is completed.

When it is finished. it will
set new standards of environ-

mental performance in design.
construction and operation.
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ronmental design and technol-
ogy. Grant Said:
Solar power, natural venti-

lation and natural lighting are
being integrated into design of
the facilities which will need

little or no energy-hungry air
conditioning.

Work is racing ahead of
schedule following a long spell
of dry weather and Olympics
Minister Michael Knight said
during an inspection ol the site
last week that he was confident
the site would be finished on
time and on

An aguatic centre and sports
cenitre are already open and
unctioning and the next major
segment of the complex to be
completed will be a space-age
railway station, capable of
moving 50,000 people an hour
and due to open by the end of

this year.

ORLD lightweight box-
ing champion Philip
Holiday was so quiet at

school that he got into
only one fight. His sister
even called him a nerd.

Much has changed since
then for the white. deeply reli-
gious bachelor. At 26, he has
achieved an fmpeccable record
of 30 wins in 30 fight — 16 by
knockout.

Despite this, and the enthu-
siastic support of President
Nelson Mandela. Holiday is un-
derrated in his native South
Africa and is largely unknown
internationally

But he raised the stakes in
the United States in December
with an emphatic poiiils win

over challeger Ivan Robinson. a
bigger, faster, and until-then-
unbeaten Philadelphian who
was favourite in the betting.
South African cable televi-
sion executive lou DiBella took
a gamble on screening the fight
because he had a hunch about
Holiday — "one of the most un-
derrated fighters in the world

today” — and was delighted with
the result.

Holiday wore down his op-
ponent with persistent body at-

' tack and then stepped up a gear

for lhr last five rounds.
"My game plan is always to
o lo the and slow the
down.” he told me after the t
in Connecticut, "and then | can
do what | want, though a
like this really takes it out of

you.’

Now his US promoter, Cedric
Kushner, says he is moving to
secure a unification bout be-
tween Holiday., who holds the
International Boxing Federa-
tion ligh t title, and Rus-
sia's Orzo Nazarov, holder
of the world Boxing Association
version.

Much of Holiday's self-con-

"I've been given a talent and 1
honestly believe that if the Lord
wants me to box, and he has
E::n me this talent, I must

. he says.

"I'm here because ['ve gol 10
be a shining light for Him.
That's why I've won the world
title. It's not because ['m sud-
denly so greal. I've got to give
the glory to the Lord because
he's given me the world title."

He grew up in a close. coin-
fortable, sporty. family in

Benoni, near Johannesburg, the
youngest of tive brothers and a
sister. He did well at school and
seldom got into trouble.

Tough 'nerd' who punches
for the Lord

By Gavin Evans from Uncasville, Connecticut, US

"Atl high school | had a few

ple who tried to cause trou-
Ef: but I had only one fight
there because | was a very quiet
person and used to keep to my-
self. My sister used to call me a
nerd.”

His says his mother, Joyce, a
devout Pentecostal Christian, is
the strongest influence on his
life and plays a central role in

his decision-making. She says
that after her son completed his
military service — then com-
pulsory for white males in
South Africa — and training as

a draughtsman, she prayed for
days about his desire to box pro-
lessionally.

But Holidav s confidence is
also due to his outstanding
physical conditioning. In addi-
tion to his twice-a-day. six-
days-a-week boxing training.
he is a keen amateur cyclist,
cancoeist and marathon runner.

1 do the races for fun. but it
helps me with the boxing. It's
gaeal for the cardiovascular

atcm and general fitness, and
'l e cycling works a lot on the
legs for when | get to the tenth
round and they start to take the
strain.”

His dedication has brought
about a rapid improvement in
his boxing. particularly in de-
fence.

"'I‘ncla{ I might say | want
another 10 fights, and tomor-
row | get beaten up badly and
then think its time to give up
But il things go very well I'll
probably think, "Whj" should |
give up? — Gemini News
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