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Cabinet Directives

The widely-shared concern over tardy develop-
ment work has now ruffled the feathers of the cen-
tre-stage apparatus of the government which is ob-
viously the Cabinet in a parliamentary form of
government. A stock-taking cabinet meeting on
Monday over the pace of ADP implementation
recorded after the seventh month of AL rule ended
on a note of reprimand for the plodding contribu-
tions of the bureaucracy behind it. The focal-point
of attention flashed around the unmitigated
rigma role characterising implementation of gov-
ernment decisions understandably taken at the
highest political levels to accelerate the pace of de-
velopment.

If one had a catalogue of government decisions
in each ministry awaiting implementation, one
would have been in a position to delineate the re-
' sponsibilities for non-compliance: but then it is
| erystal-clear that the overly large number of sig-
' natures needed to be appended to the papers as they
| travel up and down, is causing most of the delay.
There is the sitting on files in slothful indifference
in tandem with a gquerimania, if one can so coin a
word. Queries result from over-caution which in
turn reflects a certain lack of initiative and drive.
The government needs to enforce a file-clearing
time-table in each of its ministries. After the file-
work is done accountability will have to be ensured
at the field level which presents another set of
problems to be dealt with.

The cabinet meeting in question has yielded
clear-cut directives for the Cabinet Secretary,
Principal Secretary to the Prime Minister, and the
Establishment Secretary to use their experiences
in pinpointing exactly where the implementation
processes got caught up in bureaucratic tangles.
They will be helped in this exercise by inputs re-
ceived from the various departmental secretaries
who are also under cabinet instructions to file re-
ports on their respective ministries with sugges-
tions for improvement and remedy appended
thereto.

Since their reports will be of a self-analytical
nature these would be highly valued when filed
with the povernment. The secretaries for their
part are urged to speak up with an open mind in
regard to both the bearings political decisions are
having on their functioning as well as the vibra-
tions off their handling of the donor-aided pro-
jects. Because we want all the cards placed on the
table for arriving at a package of solutions that has
been eluding us so far.

| Trouble at ZIA

. Unruly taxi drivers attacked on-duty Ansars in-
. juring a number of them while on a rampage at the
' Zia International Airport (ZlA) on Monday. The
taxi drivers had really targeted the Ansars tollow-
ing an incident in which one member of the latter
intercepted a microbus on the flyover to the airport
building for security reasons. Clearly the incident
should not have sparked off the violence it did, but
the driver being a member of a taxi drivers’ associ-
ation thought he could flout the security rules at
. his sweet will, So he did not feel any qualm or
compunction before resorting to — as most organi-
sations are habituated to abusing — the collective
rabble power. If we go by the taxi drivers’' earlier
record at the ZIA and closely observe the sequel to
the sudden explosion of their anger, we can under-
stand that the cab drivers were looking for an ex-
cuse to create troubles.

The truth is that the taxi drivers more often
than not resent any legal binding or discipline that
' might curb their freedom of movement. But at the
same time we have to ensure that there is a me-

enforced at the ZIA, the taxi drivers could abhor
this because their vested interests cannot be served
in such a situation. In an earlier incident too,
drivers of different types of vehicles united to-
gether to foil the authority's move to bring order in
and around the ZIA. -

So the message is clear: there is an undeclared
competition within our society to flout laws and
' give a damn to discipline, At the ZIA, in the very
least, we can and should make a difference in the
trend. After all, the only international airport of
ours presents the nation's face to the outside world.
We must not let our national image down simply
because of a few organised ruffians who are out to
make the most of a chaotic situation at the airport.
Let the process begin there and gradually spread in
other areas of our life.

Put the Records Straight

.~ Now that the government has come up with a
press note on the sale of text books for primary
school and some irregularities involving their dis-
tribution, all controversies about the issue should
come to rest. But unfortunately, the government
- version of the story has not addressed all the ques-
tions. One definite question it has adequately an-
swered though is about the distribution of both old
books and new books together. The aid agencies
with whose financial support the books are printed
have advised that one old book out of three and
two old books out of six could be the right propor-
tion for distribution.

On the key question of illegal sale of those books
in open market, the government claims that an in-
vestigation has got underway. The government
has, however, no knowledge whether more books
than the planned numbers have been printed by
any quarters or not. Reports on open sale of those
books were carried in different dailies. Why the
government failed te act instantly is a mystery.
How did the books meant only for free distribution
get on to the shelves of book stores? Is it too diffi-
cult to nab the culprits?

We do not question the government's intention
or the validity of its distribution policy, but what
we find inexcusable is its failure to act timely and
catch the corrupt elements who have sabotaged the
government's good policy. They must be punished.
Let the government assert that such corruption
| will not be rewarded or tolerated in the future.

thodical application of rules. If strict discipline is

HE third and final

I Pathlinder Poll (16-25
Jan 97) ascertained the
reference ol the electorate in
5 cities and towns o a much
more comprehensive basis,
including most of the rural
areas not fully covered in the
two earlier polls confined to
only 30 cities and towns. Two
vital queries had been added.
viz 1) whether elections or
accountability first? and 2] the
voter preference lor candidates
in different constituencies ? In
Punjab. Sindh and NWFP a
majority did want
accountability first but overall
a slight majority (5 per cent) of
the populace favoured elections
first, mainly because in the ur-
ban areas of Sindh. mostly the
deprived MQM. wanted elec-

tions first In overwhelming
numbers

The translation ol voter
reference to seal acquisition
E}' political parties remains a
somewhatl inexact science in
Pakistan. particularly because
of the "first past the post sys-

tem, Imran Khan's Tehrik-1-In-
saal (Tl) displays nationwide
support of almost 1 per cent, av-
eraging about the same in all
the Provinces. but has only 3
seats projected in the National
Assembly (NA) to show for it. In
the NA seat for the Islamabad
Capital Territory. Benazir's
Pakistan People Party (PPP) is
ahead at 3B per cent to Mian
Nawaz Sharif's Pakistan Mus-
lim League [PML (N]| at Bﬂdper
cent with TI a distant third at
22 per cent. The PPP vote has
been buoyed by PML (N) turn-
coat MNA. Haji Nawaz
Khokhar's vote bank going to
PPP as well as the fact that PPP
candidate Nayyar Bukhari has
always been a strong candidate
even in previous NA elections.
However there are indica-
tions that Khokhar's supporters
may not toe his line and will
still vote PML (N). Out of the
1765 people who responded to
questions in the Punjab in 34
cities and towns. a solid 42 per
cent supported PML [N} with
only 21 per cent for PPP and 3
per cent for it's PML (Junejo)
ally, making a total of 24 per
cent for the Pakistan Demo-

Prison Administration: R

ODERN prison is difler-
ent from its olden cou-
nterpart but carries

with it the legacy ol corporal
punishment., deterrence,
retribution. hard labour and
various forms of torture and
persecution. With the de-
velopment of the doctrines of
Human Rights and Fundamen-
tal Rights. the concepl of prison
has idealised moral and general
education, reformation. rehd-
bilitation of prisoners under a
system of humanistic and pa-
ternalistic administration.

In Bangladesh. prison
counts among its inmates the
convicted and the unconvicted
prisoners. detenues who come
from various strata of socio-
economic and political life; and
the administration is run under
the statute of 1898. Broadly
speaking, the administration
sulfers from financial con-
straints as a result of which
marked deficiency prevails in
officer and staff training, pris-
oners education and correction
programme and in respect of
medical service, sanitation. ac-
commodation. workshop as
well as in the classification of
prisoners according lo age,
temperament, record, length of
sentence, security risk. socijal
and economic and political sta-
tus etc. The prison visiting sys-
tem is ineffective. under-trial
prisons suffer for long-delayed
irial of their cases while pris-
oners against whom accusation
has not been established suffer
for long-delayed investigation.
In fact. multiple suffering of
prisoners starts from the time
of arrest and police custody.

There was a time when pri-
vate persons maintained pris-

D Minus 5

The pre-elections polls

show that the PPP suffered mightily because of the 3
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years Zardari reign. Its vote bank

has been eaten into mainly by Imran Khan's Til'inaﬂtheﬁwhm:butupﬂiu{lybyGhinwn

cratic Front (PDF), the PPP-
PML (J) alliance. The TI fol-
lowed at 16 per cent with non-
contestant Jamaat-e-Islami [JI)
at 4 per cent and Ghinwa Bhut-
to's PPP (Shaheed Bhutto) at 2

r cent. In actual seat counts
or the NA in the Punjab. PML
(N] is favoured to win about 73
seats while PPP is ahead in 22
seats with PML (J] expected to
get 3 seats. For the Punjab As-
sembly consisting of 240 seats.
PML [N]) with 141 seats has an

overholding lead over PPP's 61
with ally PML (J) getting only
around 8 seats. [t's 16 per cent

support Province- wide in Fun-
jab gets the Tl only one seat. In
the P. PML (N]) at 23 ]pr:r
cent is leading in voter prefer-
ence of the 577 voters ap-
proached in 17 cities and towns,
slightly over the PPP al 22 per
cent but when you add ANFP's 14
per cent to PML (N). the rand
total {37 per cent) of the alliance
is much more than the PDF
count of 27 per cent 'when in-
cluding (PML (J)'s 5 per cent.

Tl is at 17 per cent, JI (9 per
cent), PPP [SB) 5 per cent with
others such as Jamiat Ulema-e-
Islam (Fazlur Rehman) clock-
ing in with 6 per cent voles corm-
centrated in certain areas. PML
(N) is projected to get 9 NA seats
and {1s ally ANP & seats while
PPP has 4 and its PDF ally PML
() 1 seats. The JUI (F) should get
2 seats. For the Provincial As-
sembly which has 80 seats, the
results are startling as PML (N)
despite leading in voter per-
centage (more than 6 percentage
points) agreed lo give away
more constituencies to ANF to
preserve the alliance. Result is
the ANP should get 30 seats
while PML (N) only 14. PPP has
10 and PML (J) 4 seats. JUI (F)
has 5. but there are a large
number of independents who
may get elected, as much as 14.
In Sindh where 966 volers were
requested to give their choices
to a menu of various questions
in 17 cities and towns, both PPP
and PML (N) had equal support

at 21 per cent except that PML
(N) support was spread through-
out the Province as was the 12
Ecr cent support of TlI but the
PP support along with PML (J)
at 4 per cent was mostly fo-
cussed in the rural areas.

PPP (SB) clocked in with
mainly rural 11 per cent sup-
port, most of it because of the
crossing over of mainline PPP
rebels. Caretaker Chief Minis-
ter Mumtaz Bhutto's Sindh Na-
tional Front [SNF) has little
electoral support but would get
about 4-5 seats in the Provin-
cial elections because of seat ad-
justment with PPP [SB). In con-
trast. most MQM support (17 per
cent) is in their major urban
strongholds of Karachi and Hy-
derabad. This translates into

Bhutto's PPP (SB) in Sindh

cent each with PML (J) at 16 per
cent and PPP at 11 per cent. A
large number of voters (13
cent) were still undecided,

PPP (SB) had 3 per cent su :
Jl 4 ?rr cent and MQM 5 per
cent. In seat count, however, the
results Are mostly area/tribe
represented. For the NA, PPP.
JUI (F) and Nawab Akbar
Bugti's Jamhoori Watan Party
[ stand to get 2 seats each,
while Balochistan National
Party (BNP) headed by Sardar
Ataullah Mengal. Balochistan
National Movement [BNM] and
Balochistan National Move-
mernt [(Hayee) (BNM (H}] and
Pakhtoonkhwa Millli Awami
Party (PKMAP) | seal each.
While in the Balochistan As-
sembly of 40 seats, the fragrmen-
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focus ol seats in rural areas for
the PPP hoping to get 12 seats in
the NA while the urban area is
dominated by MOM's 14 seats.
PML (N) gets 6. PPP (SB) 7 and
PML (Functional) of Pir Pagaro
only 1 seat. Independents (at
least 2 aligned with PML (N)) are
favoured to win in 5 constituen-
cies. For the Provincial As-
sembly PPP could get as many
as 42 seats but is short of an ab-
solute majority (at least 51 in a
house of 100 seats]. MQM fol-
lows not far behind, favoured to
win in 29 constituencies. PML
[N) is on target for B seats while
PPP (SB) 6 and SNF 4 follow
with indeicndemu winning in 6
seats. PML (J) is expected to win
in 1 constituency and PML (F)
in 1. TI's 12 per cent spread gets
it no seats.

In Balochistan, 241 voters
were requested to answer ques-
tions in 7 cities and towns. PML
(N} and TI were tied at 23 per

Ikram Shal writes from Karachi

tation is even more acute, with
the largest group being inde-
pendents (9). followed PPP
and BNM 5 seats each, PML [N] 4
seats, BNP. PKMAFP BNM (H)
and JWP 3 each, JUI (F) 2 seats
while new entrant Awami Qia-
dat Party (AQP). PML (J} and
PKM (AL) are on course to get |
each.

There are at least 9 indepen-
dents sloted to win Nawab Zul-
fikar Ali Magsi, the former
Chief Minister. has already
been elected unopposed as an
independent. PML (N] with 88
seats in the NA and its electoral
ally ANP [6 seats] make a total
of 94 MNAs between them are
near the magic figure of 109
seats to get an absolute major-
ity in order to form the gov-
ernment at the Centre, The PDF
alliance, PPP 45 seats and PML
(J) 3 are quite a ways behind
with a projected total of only 48
MNAs. It is expected that MQM

with 14 seats and PPP (SB) with
7 seals will join the ruling
coalition with a number of in-
dependents. The FATA tribals
are likely to follow suit. Mian
Nawaz Sharif is, therefore, on
course to lead the Federal Gov-
ernment with a comfortable
majority in the NA
PML (N) with about 141
seats projected in the Punjab
Assembly is clearly pla to
establish the government in the
Punjab while an ANP-PML (N]
alliance is on course to form the
government in the NWFP. De-
spite the su singly stron
projected PPP showing (4
seats) in Sindh. one expects it to
be in the Op tion with the
cobb erof a -elec-
tions alliance of MQM with
PML [N). PPP (SB) and SNF with
a number of ind dents join-
ing in with one of the political
arties in the ruling coalition.
n Balochistan. who will form
the govéernment is anybody's
guess as the utations and

combinations thereof among’

the parties is quite mind-bog-
iljinﬁ.l Maybe Nawab Zulfikar

i Magsi can repeat his last
Houdinl act as Chief Minister,
maybe Nawab Akber Khan
Bugti's JWP will lead the al-
liance. It is also quite possible
BNP's Sardar Ataullah Khan
Mengal can be the leader of a
new coalition. In any case the
fragmentation of parties makes
any safe guess impossible.
Balochistan will have more of
the same.

The pre-elections polls show
that the PPP suffered mightily
because of the 3 years Zardari
reign. Its vote bank has been
eaten into mainly by Imran
Khan's TI in all the Provinces
but especially by Ghinwa Bhut-
to's PPP (SB) in Sindh. With po-
litical survival at stake and
Zardari away from the scene,
Benazir Bhutto has fought back
courageously to remain in con-
tention. It has been quite a per-
formance in the circumstances.
PPP (SBI| has benefitted enough

There must be endeavour to immediately streamline the prison administration an
modernise the prisons which are no longer to be treated as places of punishment, torture
and degraded life, writes Abdul Khaleque.

ons. In ancient Rome. the credi-
tor had the legal authority to
arrest and confine his default-
ing debtor. and mutilate his
body into pieces for birds and
beasts. Historically judged,
Shakespeare's Shylock ' was not

the meost cruel crediter. Britain, -

nationalised prisons in 1877
and vested the administration
in a prison commiission Wwhich
has since modernised prisons
on humanistic lines and visu-
alised prison as an institution
where people come not for pun-
ishment, but as a punishment.
Modern prison administra-
tion is run on the basis of well-
defined principles and practices
effectively monitored, and cov-
ered by intelligence system.
Convicts are generally required
to do useful work. unconvicted
prisoners are not required to
work unless they wish to, Pay-
ment is made for piece work or
at flat-rate. Manufacture of
lethal instrument. explosive
substance and any offensive
thing is not allowed in work-
shop. In UK and USA. prisoners

are allowed to work outside
during day. This is called Hostel
System.

With the emergence of
Prison Union in recent decades
in the advanced countries, pris-
oners enjoy privilege of visits,
letters. association (PROP —
Preservation of Rights of Pris-
oners). home leave, parole with
right of appeal in case of re-
fusal. Access to legal advice and
correspondence with lawyer.

disciplinary hearing. access 1o
independent medical opinion
have been allowed In modern
prison administration. The Eu-
ropean Court of Human Rights
ruled in 1975 that it was breach
of the European Convention to

deny a prisoner the opportunity

to bring action against prison

officer. The current trend in

rison administration seems to

in favour of opening prisons

to the public and to the press,

and allocating gaol in prison-
er's home area.

Prison administration in
Bangladesh has the responsi-
bility to ensure safe and peace-
ful living and wnrkinﬁ. and to

revent, detect and deal with
reach of peace. any act of vio-
lence, and misdemeanour. For a
rison to function there has to

a high standard of confor-
mity. Prison rules list activities
which constitute offence and
provide for action in proven
cases. In the modern prison
system, such action includes
caution, forfeiture or post-
ponement of privileges and loss
of remission, etc. In
Bangladesh, we have the record
of the most brutal killing of top
political detenues by outside as-
sassins in presence of helpless
officers and staff. Besides, there
have been killings of prisoners
by police firing, the latest oc-
curring in mid-December, 1996
in Jessore prison.

According to newspaper re-
ports, the prisoners of Jessore

jail mutinied against officers
and staff, demanding fulfil-
ment of a charter of demands
which, among other things, in-
cluded restoration of the period
of life sentence to twenty years.
The district and divisional ad-
ministration in copperation
with political leaders made ef-
forts to hrlnﬁ the prisoners
back to discipline for a discus-
sion preparatory to fulfilment
of the charter of demands. The
prisoners insisted on dialogue
with the Home Minister and the
Home Secretary only. The
Prime Minister made a public
statement assuring due consid-
eration of the demands but
there was no indication of
change in attitude of the pris-
oners. The police action in Jes-
sore prison cost some lives in-
cluding the life of a policeman
in the confrontation. The
mutiny could not spread seri-
ously in other prisons in view
of police action which report-
edly did not cost life.
the above context, we may
prefer some ar ts and sug-
gestions. Arguments : (1) The
mutinous occurrence in Jessore
prison did not take place with-
out any prior planning and
g:parauun. There must have
n a few sittings of prisoners
in connection with the listing
of demands in the charter. The
officers and the staff failed in
their duty to keep watch over
activities of prison inmates if
they would say that they did not
know what the prisoners were

planning to do. (2) Normally.
one would believe that the offi-
cers and the staff knew about
the preparation of charter of
demands but did not anticipate
that the prisoners would go in
for a mutiny during the most
sensitive time of mid-Decem-
ber when the country was at the
peak of enthusiasm observing
the Silver Jubilee of Victory in
the Liberation War. (3) The in-
telligence agencies of the gov-
ernment failed to visualise that
the Jubilee would inspire the
prisoners also into some activ-
ities which should be covered
seriously, particularly when
the period of life sentence was
drastically enhanced recently.
(4) A dialogue with the leaders
of the mutiny could perhaps be
organised by bringing some of
the prisoners outside on parole
for Lﬂe purpose.

Our suggestions are as fol-
lows :

(i) There should be an insti-
tution where prison offices and
staff would receive initial and
in-service training under com-
petent teachers on subjects like
psychology, human rights,
character traits and behaviour,
reformation, delinquency and
modern prison concepts and
administration.

(ii) Reecruitment of officers
and staff should be made with
sgecial emphasis on candidate's
sharpness in intellect, coolness
in temperament and embel-
lishment in attitude towards
humanism and dedication to

wn?

lor it to be in line for a possible

slot in the ruling coalition In
the Centre as well as in Sindh.
but T1 has been left way out in
the cold in spite of its strong
showing voter-wise nationally.
T1 has less than half the seats JI
normally gets to show for its
performance nationally or in
the Provinces. TI should be
proud to have made a statement
of sorts but has no real future in
the present electoral system.
Some of the problems can be
traced back to lack of time for

sation

pr ation. bad or

ant::] logistics as as very
poor se n of electoral can-
didates. Unless TI learns that
politics is the art of compro-

mise, its su rs stand to be
nearly completely disenchan-
fri because of the present

"first past the post” electoral

stem. There is a strong case
here for 1) Proportional -
sentation (PR), and 2) a run-off
vote je. if the first election does
not yield an absolute majority
(50 per cent plus) in any con-
stituency. A Joint Electorate is
a must simply because the com-
petition for Minorities seats is
a farce. they are not lar con-
tested and are not really repre-

sentative of their communities.
Above all there is need for a Na-
tional Census on an urgent ba-
ajs and fresh delimitation of
constituences thereof. Fully 60
per cent of the people of the
country now live in the urban
areas but have only 40 per cent
of the seat allocations in the
Assemblies whereas rural pop-
ulation (40 per cent) has 60 per
cent of the seat allocations ie.
less than half the cake given to
their rural cousins.

For Mian Nawaz Sharif,
winning the elections after 3
years out in the political cold
will be the easy part, the prob-
lems Pakistan faces are daunt-
ing enough for any person.
Mian Sahib has to exercise
checks on his close aldes and
advisors, the type of oppor-
tunists who failed Benazir.
T‘he?' may now 1.3/ and out-do
Asit Zardari. jan Nawaz
Sharif's control over them will
be the measure of this success,
in that success will lie the fu-
ture prosperity of the country.

eforms Needed

service. Such versatile qualities
will obviously call for compen-
satory pay, emoluments and
service status.

(iii) The prison administra-
tion may be placed under the
Ministry of Law and in a Prison
Commission composed of a
judge. a psychologist, a lawyer,
a doctor and a journalist,

(iv] There should be an effec-
tive panel of prison visitors in

all jails. and report of visitors,

should be gone through
promptly by specified authori-
ties to see the state of things in
the prisons. Doctor, psycholo-
gist, educationist, social

wurkerédum-naust and female
personality may be included in
the panel.

(v) Human Rights activists
may look into allegations of
torture at any place including
police station and remand cell.

We must nurse the civilised
view of freedom of speech
which includes the right to si-
lence also. In the United States,
when a person is arrested and
brought to the station house
(police station) he/she is re-
minded of atjl;m cnnutitutlug:l

ht to speak or not to :
% also of the right to q.g:i in

ce of lawyer,

Conclusion : We must en-
deavour to immediately
streamline the prison adminis-
tration in the light of thrzp'ln-
ciples and the practices referred
to briefly hereinabove, and
make sufficient bu allo-
cations to modernise the pris-
ons which are no longer to be
treated as places of punish-
ment, torture and degraded life.

The writer is _former Inspec-
tor General of Police.

—

o

——

=

address.

Campus politics: No
transparency

Sir. "Why Should the Stu-
dents Listen” (DS Jan 21) is a
clear exposition of the back-
ground prevailing in the DU as
analysed by an insider profes-
sor. One thing is clear: the polit-
ical parties, especially the two
major ones, are not displaying
any transparency about tack-
ling this vice seriously, because
the stakes are very high, and
the implications complex, as
the malady has taken deep
roots.

Strategically. disinvestment
exercises will provide a big
headache for the political lead-
ers. The psychological aspect is
"who will bell the cat,” as it is
not easy to synchronise the dis-
armament and disbandment.
Post-rehabilitation aspects will
defy consensus, as the new
‘have-not' status in the cadres
will create severe reactions. The
monster has got out of control
for the master! Depressions are
dangerous!

A series of seminars and de-
bates at all levels may be initi-
ated by the government (who
else?) to be participated by the
politicians, students, and the
non-politicians, to elicit the di-

rection of public opinion. This
may be followed a longish
debate in the JS. The solution

will not come in one phase; but
the first phase of the operation

wipe-out will be critical for the

Letters for publication in'these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and
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follow up or mopping up for-
malities.
Reap as you sow. [t is time

for the politicians to taste their
own medicine!

A Husnain

Dhaka

Unity is the necessity

Sir, | sat down the other day
(18th December) with a copy of
The Daily Star. I was horrified.
My attention was on the news
item, "22 killed, 6 injured in
road accident”. Was it to be ex-

ecled after the epoch making

appy news of the signing of 30-
year agreement on water-shar-
ing between Bangladesh and In-
dia on the eve of the celebration
of Silver Jubilee of Indepen-
dence?

| do not have the statistics of
other countries but 1 have a feel-
ing that we top the list of most
insecure places on earth. Read-
ing the casual news items of
deaths due to accidents, mur-
ders, rapes etc. one cannot but
come to this sorry conclusion.
But why? We is were not
like that. What has happened to
us? Let us identify the reasons
behind this state of affairs. Is it
because of lack of discipline,
inefficiency of the law enforc-

ing machinery, deterioration
of moral values, unsatiable
greed or what?

Is there no way that this sit-

uation can be changed? The po-

they want . If they have any
feeling for the unfortunate peo-
le of this country. they should
orget their differences and sit
together to find out how this
country can be put on the track
again. They should not waste
time on trifling issues. If they
fail they will definitely be re-
jected by the people. Posterity
will not forgive this generation
if we leave them an utterly mis-
erable and disorganized nation.

A Citizen
20. New Eskaton Road, Dhaka

1000

Trips to Savar
Sir. Whenever foreign digni-
taries are on official or state
visit to Dhaka, it is noticed that
almost in all cases they pay a
visit to the national Mauso-
leum at Savar. If they do it
voluntarily of their own accord.
they are welcome. It is hoped it
is not binding or compulsory on
all occasions or during every
visit, as per international
norms. Even an indirect sug-
estion officially from Dhaka
efore the trip would make it

diplomatically obligatory.

What is the protocol?

A Curious Citizen
Dhaka

Delinki
student wings

Sir, The question to stop
student politics has again been
arisen among some wise guar-
ters in a new way. Il seems to
them student politics is the root
of all campus violences.

But to cut a long story short,
the role of the students in 52's

e Movement, 62's Edu-

“cation Movement, 69's Mass

litical parties can change it {ff Upheaval, 71's Liberation War

and 90's Anti-autocracy Move-
mernt is a glorious histnil"j(.

Are the student really re-
sponsible for terrorism on the
campuses? Is or was there no
failure and negligency of law
enforcing agencies at all?
Where from and how do arms
come to the student's hands?
Who indulges them to use
those? In every election, they
are used in election campaigns.
Do their lust for money end af-
ter election?

Without solving these ques-
tions, there won't be any benefit
in delinking the students wings
from the political parties.

Afsana Chowdhury Emy
SS Road, Sirajgarnyj

PM's fair comment

Sir, A large number of eligi-
ble youths are getting prepared
to sit for the forthcoming BCS
examinations. | am also one of
those youths. We hcu?e that the
BSC exams will be fair under
the newly-elected government.
If any undesirable event takes
Hlace‘ the consequence will af-

ict not only the qualified ex-
aminees but it will also tarnish
the image of the country.

We heard that in 1973, some
inefficient people were re-
cruited with the favour of a
high-up. So we were in an ap-
prehension seeing the fact that
the forthcoming BCS exams are
being held under the same
regime, and the same person is
also alive with vigour.

But a recent statement of
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
at a reunion of Bangladesh
Chhatra League at Ramna Green
remains a source of assurance
for us. His statement was pub-
lished in The Bangladesh Ob
server on January 6, 1997. The
PM. with an honest and impar-
tial mind, made a fair remark

= === =

on this biased recruitment in
1973. She said : "We have seen
in the past the result of appoint-
ing inefficient people... a few
people, recruited in 1973, were
obviously inefficient.”

She added : "Mr Tofael is
seen laughing. But I think he'll
agree with our present policy to
consider merit and efficiency as
only criteria for government
job." “We want right person in
right place". (Bangladesh Ob-
server. 6-1-97). In an outspoken
way, the PM made her impartial
comment and her determi-
nation to make the BCS exami-
nations fair. We Ellrpprecjat: this.

I think Mr Tofael got a
lesson from the PM. Nobody
loves a biased fellow. An up-
right and morally good work
has its own laudable reward: on
the other hand, a nefarious pur-
suft has also its due repayment
whether on this world or here-

after.

Ibne Younus
Dhaka University

Agri Census

Sir. | would like to congratu-
late the Government for
launching the 3rd National
Agricultural Census (January 6
to 25, 1997). The first aﬁnrul-
tural census after the inde -
dence of Bangladesh was held in
1977 and the second in 1983/84.
Agricultural census is W"Il?' im
portant for undertaking devel
opment programmes in differ
ent sub-sectors of agriculture

Meanwhile | would like to
put forward some suggestions 1o
the authority concerned regard-
ing the preparation of final re
port on Agri-Census 1997

() Area should be indicated
in hectres, while the per ha crop

yield in Kgs

ii) Instead of 'lakh’, figures
should be expressed in 'million .

iii) Counting of agricultural
implements includ tractors
and power tillers should be
mentioned.

iv)] The census report should
contain projections on agricul-
tural manpower requirements,
land, production and other re-
lated aspects for the next two
decades.

It may be mentioned here
that recently while | was con-
ducting a survey work on differ-
ent cultural matters as the
Country Correspondent of APO,
Japan (nominated by the Gov-
ernment of B adesh), | found
it very much difficult to gather
correct data on some agricul-
tural matters. For instance. the
number of tractors and power
tillers was difficult to know. No
statistics on tractor and power
tiller has been shown in the
Yearbook of Agricultural
Statistics (1994).

But it appears from an arti-
cle published in the Sunshine
Vol. 7. 1ssue VII, 1996}, a publi-
cation of the Japan Interna-
tional Cooperation Agency
(JICA] Alumni Association,
that by 1970, about 2,000 trac-
tors and 4,000 power tillers
were imported in the country.
In 1992, power tiller users were
about 35.000 which rose to
about 55 000 by 1995

It is sincerely hoped that the
officers entrusted with the re
sponsihility of data collection
and analysis for Agri-Census
97 would try their best to pre-
sent the nation with an up-to
date Handbook of Agricultural
Statistics of Bangladesh

M Zahidul Haque
Bangladesh Agricultural In
stifiute

Sher ¢ Bangla Nagar
1207

Dhaka



