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AUSSIE OPEN

MELBOURNE, Jan 21 (AP
Highlights of Tuesday's 9th day
of the US dirs 7.6 million Aus-
tralian Open tennis champt-
onships:

WEATHER —Very hot.
Afternoon temperature was 102

r.kgg@ (39C).

ESULTS: — Men's Sln,f,les.
Quarterfinals: No. 2 Michael
Chang beat Marcelo Rios 7-5, &-
1. 6-4; Carlos Moya beat No. 14
Felix Mantilla 7-5. 6-2, 6-7 . (5-
7). 6-2.

WOMEN'S SINGLES, QU-
ARTERFINALS: No 12 Aman-
da Coetzer beat Kimberly Po 6-
4, 6-1; Mary Pierce beat No. 16
Sabine %clmans 1-6, 6-4, 6-4.

STAT OF THE DAY —17 de-
grees (30F) — the difference in
air temperature between the 22
(72F) on centre court with the
roof closed and the outiside
(102F).

QUOTE OF THE DAY: — "l
thought it was better for the
game, It t it was better for
the players and I thought it was
better for the public” - tourna-
ment referee Peter r on
his controversial decision to
close the retractable centre
court roof because of the ex-
treme heat.

Suspended
sentence against
Peter sought

MANNHEIM, Germany, Jan
21: Lawyers for the father of
world tennis star Steffi Gral
asked for a suspended sentence
Monday in his trial for massive
tax evasion on her earnings, re-
ports AFP.

Peter Graf, who managed his
daughter's financial affairs,
has already spent 15 months in
cust the trial.

He faces a sentence of up th
10 years' jail on the charges, bul
the dcfenjct said that he should
receive no more than two years
su . The ution has
requested six years and nine
months.

A verdict is expected in the
case on Friday.

Graf, 58, can expect the time
he has spent in custody to be
taken into account.

Grafl and the family's tax
adviser Jachim Eckhardt are
accused of evading tax of over
19 million marks (12 million
dollars) by failing to declare 42
million marks through the use
of front companies.

Yardley likes
Lankan style

COLOMBO, Jan 21: Sri Lan-

Yardicy $aid Tucshay Mhefeas

an enormous pool of youj
talent in the island nation \\'I']ﬁ
ch won the World Cup ericket
last : AP.

e wouldn't like to change

the awaah hs{)u style luf bat-
ting by Sri players,
Yardley told a news conference
a day after his arrival from
Australia.

Yardley, who had played 33

Test matc for Australia. suc-
ceeds Davenall "Dav" What-
more, another Australian. who
res in September.
hatmore will take up

coaching England's Lancashire

county.

“I'm not going to be silly
enough to change things like
the batting styles of Aravinda
de Silva and others. They are
ch ns " he said.

Yardley, 49, also said open-
ers Sanath Jayasuriya and
Romesh Kaluwitharane had
changed the whole concept of
the with their explosive

batting. "Before that, one-day
cricket was getting quite boring.

An off spinner in his time,

Yardley has signed a two and a
half year contract to coach Sri
Lanka.
"What matters is the natural
flair of the player. We must nol
kill the free spirit ol the crick-
eter.” said Yardley.

Rhodes gets
the nod

JOHANNESBURG, Jan 21:
South Africa have called up Na-
tal players Jonty Rhodes and
Pat Symcox and all-rounder
Jacques Kallis for the squad to
play in the triangular series
against India and Zimbabwe.

The triangular series starts
Thursday when South Africa
face Indla in Bloemfontein.

The South Africa’s A side to
plag India in a day-night game
in Petermaritzburg on January
30, has been revamped to in-
clude 29-year-old eastern
province batsman Louis Koen
and Border's Mark Boucher has
been brought in as keeper.

TEAM

Andrew Hudson, Gary Kirs-
ten. Jacques Kallis, Adam Bac-
her, Daryll Cullinan. Hansie
Cronje (captain). Jonty Rhodes.
Brian McMillan, Shaun Po-
llock, Dave Richardson, Pat
Symecox. Lance Klusener, Paul
Adamns. Allan Donald.

TODAY'S MATCHES

Premier Division ecricket

league:
Abahani vs Biman (DS)

First Division ecricket

Dhanmondi Club vs City
Club (DCS} )
Gopibagh FA vs Sadharan

Bima ICCG)

Acme Second Division
cricket

Khelaghar SKS vs Mill Bar-

rack CC 1DCS. West)

Kathal n GCC vs Uditi
Club HJCG!M o

DOHS vs Amorjyoti Club
T&T ground)

East End Club vs Young Pe-
yﬂﬁm Chﬂgﬂiﬂ(ﬂ

abin Sangha vs Spread Ea-

gles (Uttara)

WEDNESDAY, JANUAR
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MELBOURNE. Jan
21: Amanda Coet-

+er. the 'tiny ty-
rant from South
Africa stormed
irnito the ladies si-

ngles semilinals 6-4, 6-1 1n b
miinutes on Centre Court this
alternoon. Her opponent. the
unassuming and unseeded
American Kimberly Po only 2
days older than Amanda. pla-
ying in her first quarterfinal of
a Grand Slam since turning pro
in 1991. lound the going rough
and tough against an opponent
who scored the I}il__'.[k‘,t:ﬁ‘ upset in
the ladies singles only 48
hours belore. For Amanda it
was a repeat performance for
her in 1996 she lost to Anke
Huber in the semilinals here.
But the way this 25-year-old
number 12 seed is playing none
should be surprised il she
reaches the finals — and who
knows may lift the title also. It
is time that this talented
player, who has been around for
ten years in professional
circuit. should have a break. -

AP adds: Coetzer and Carlos
Moya escaped the searing heat
by scoring their viclories in-
doors. And when the heat re-
lented, Michael Chang provided
his own.

Chang wore down Marcelo
Riso 7-5, 6-1, 6-4 to reach the
Australian Open semifinals
Tuesday, after Coetzer and
Moya became the first and only
match winners so far in a
Grand Slam tournament with
the stadium roof closed because
of extreme heat.

By the time Chang played at
night. outside temperatures had
cooled from 39 degrees (102F] in
the shade — and up to 60 degrees
(140F) on court — to the low 20s
(low 70s F). and the Centre
Court roof was operi.

But No. 2 seed Chang, a final-
ist here last year, acted as his
own pressure-cooker, pounding
back shot after shot against the
ninth-seeded Chilean.

Mary Pierce, the 1995 cham-
pion, also pgot to play in the
evening cool. but had to come
back from 0-3 in the final set to
beat No. 16 Sabine Applemans
1-6, 6-4, 6-4.

Pierce, who has slipped to
22nd in the rankings from No. 3

early in 1995, had plenty ol
help from Applemans. The Bel-
gian double faulted three times

in the final set's fourth game
and once in the sixth as Pierce
battled back to 3-3. Six of Ap-
pelmans' 11 double faults came
in the f{inal set. Another one
ended the second set.
"1 think it was mostly
nerves." Appelmans said.

She said she missed her best
chance when she failed to con-
verl two break points at 15-40
in the second set's seventh

€. missing an putaway
of a drop shot at 30-40.
But now, "I'm so glad it's

over. I'was a little nervous all
day" abdéut being in  her first
Grandd Slam quarterfinal. she

aidd.
Ehul"nrnr*l“ kept Apprlmans on

the run with heavy ground-
strokes. but her quest for win-
ners led to numerous errors,
too. Appelmans saved two
match points at 4-5 before net-
ting a drop shot while trying to
save the third.

Al the start, Pierce said, she
didn't have much energy, but
later managed to get her feet
moving and become more ag-
gressive.

"Days like these are the ones
that count the most. when you
feel like nothing is going well,
when you don't feel very good
and you're not playing good, to
fight for every point until the
end,” she added.

She next meeis the 12th-
seeded Coetzer, who ousted No. 1
Steffi Gral on Sunday.

Moya, who played his first
four Grand Slam tournaments
last year, never getting past the
second round, reached the
men's semifinals with a 7-5, 6-
2. 6-7 (5-7), 6-2 victory over
Spanish compatriot Felix
Mantillii. seeded 14th.

Bou matches were played in
atr canditioned temperatures
i e - 208 (imid-70s F) on
Centre Court. while doubles
niatehes and all boys' and girls’
maltches wenl on oulside in
saune-like coixlitions.

The roof can be closed any
time for rain, but the decision
to shut out the heat applied only
lo today's day session. The
cooler weather that arrived at
night was expected to last sev-
eral days.

'l would have preferred to
play outside.” said Coetzer. who
trained in the Florida heat for
Melbourne's conditions. "l love
playing out in the sunshine. But
it was Ernbahly a bit of a break
for both of us not to be in the
heat and the wind."

And, she added, her prepara-
tions already had paid off in
her victory over Graf. who ran
out of energy from the effects of
the heat an infected toe.

‘All my training and hard
work were not quite in vain,”
she said.

Even without the heat. Coet-

Cloud over
Cork's fithess

AUCKLAND. New Zealand,
Jan 21: Key bowler Dominic
Cork remains in doubt lor Eng-
land’'s first cricket Test wit
New Zealand beginning Friday.
coach David Lloyd said Tues-

day, AP.
Cnrﬂ. who damaged his

. lower back bowling against
. Northern Districts in Hamilton
| on Sunday. had a day off Tues-

day along with his leammates
as England made its way north
to Auckland. Net sess. ns are

lanned for Wednesday and

ursday in advance of the
Eden Park maitch.

Lloyd said England would
take no chances with their best
fast-medium bowler.

“We're waiting 1o see how he
is over the next couple of s,
but he’ll have to prove his fit-
ness,” Lloyd said Tuesday.

From Tawfiq Aziz Khan

zer wore down Po by running
down every shot and waiting lor
her to miss.

"She moves you around with
spin and slice and keeps it a lit-
tle out of your range,” said Po,
who never had advanced pasl
the third round in 18 previous
Grand Slam tournaments.

“I'm a little angry because |
made so many errors, but she
makes you do that. That's her
game.”

Coetzer did not quarrel with
the rule that referee Peter Bel-
lenger could decide to close the
roof in temperatures of 35 de-
grees (95F) or more once the
tournament had reached the
quarterfinals, all played on the
15.000-seal Centre Court. Be-
fore that, falrness is an issue
since some matches are played
on ouiside courts that don't
have retractable roofs.

But Michael Chang's coach,
his hrother Carl. said the roof

“I'm in the semifinals, | beat
him and the first question is
about the roof,” said Moya. who
upset defending champion
Boris Backer in the first round.
"I was going to play anyway it it
was snowing. raining or 60 de-
yrees Celsius (or 140 Fahren-
heit)."

As for the match, "l had to
play my best tennis here and for
the first time had to take more
risks " sald Moya. the first
Spaniard to make the semifi-
nals in the Australian since
Andres Gimeno lost Lo Rod
Laver in the 1969 linal.

‘I went to the net. | look
more risks with my forehand
because if | played as [ played
lately. | was not going to beat
him." said Moya, who ventured
to the net 42 times, twice as of-
ten as Mantilla, and won two-
thirds of those approaches.

Referee Bellenger, explain-
ing his cecision to close the

Spaniard Carlos Moya exults after defeating compatriot
Felix Mantilla in the quarterfinals of the Australian Open
yesterday. Tournament giant-killer Moya, won 7-5, 6-2, 6-

7 and 6-2.

¥ Teidsing had changed the condi-

tions of the téurnament.s

"If you happen to haveput ig
the traiming  and the ﬁ SO
e

that you can cope with t eat.
then you should have the
chance to be rewarded, " he said.
Mantilla said he also had
come to Melbourne "prepared to
lay under the conditions that
he tournament should be
played under.”
Keeping the roof opern proba-
bly would not have made much

, difference against the fit Mova,

he said. but "I'm very disap-
pointed on the way that I was
treated."

He said he had warmed up
mostly in the wind and sun on
Centre Court before the roof was
closed. Moya practiced next,
under the rool.

Moya. meanwhile. wantecd Lo
talk about the match.

— AFP/UNB photo

roof, said: "We haven’'t had 40-
{legree (1D4F) temperatures in
Melbonrme' for eight years .1
thought it was better for the

- game. for the players and for

the public to be able to view the
game in relative comfort.

He also said. however. that
the conditions were not as un-
safe as some people suggested.
One doctor said lives were at
risk. Another said there was a
danger of muscle and organ
damage.

Bellenger said the players
safety was a concern, but that if
a player were in danger. there
would be warning signs in time
for medical attention

"Some players. 'even though
it's 40 degrees {104F}. would pre-
ier to have the rool open, so
thev're obviously not concerned
abaoit the safety aspects.” he
said.

DOWN UNDER DIARY

MELBOURNE., Jan
21: (AP): Patty
Schnyder has no
problem with life
in the shadows ol
lier iHustrious
compatriot, Martina

=Wiss
Fhinigis,

"This is normal, she is the
star but | don't mind.” Schny-

der, 18, ranked 63rd in the
world to Hingis s 4th, said at the
Australian Open.

"I don't mind being in the
shadows. She has all the atten-
tion, too much radio. too much
lelevision interviews. | think
it's guite a lot and it would be
loo much lor me.

In her best Grand Slam ever.
Schnyder reached the fourth
round before losing to 14th seed
Mary Joe Fernandez on Mon-
day. She had not won a man
draw match in a Grand Slam
tournament before this year's
Australian Open.

AUTOGRAFPH MAN

Three years ago. a Slovak
youngster by Lthe name ol Do-
minik Hrbaty asked Pete Sam-
pras lor his autograph during
the French Open in Paris

On Monday, the Bratislava
|9-year-old came close to
sending the world No. | packing
at the Australian Open, eventu-
ally [alling in five sets.

It seems collecting auto-
graPha. is something of a hobby
with Hrbaty, now ranked No. 76
and a rising star on the men's
lour,

"All the big players
lautographs) | have al home."
Hrbaty. whose last name means
"hunchback"” in Slovakian. told
reporiers

"l have Becker, | have lvani-
sevic. many players | have
there. Next time | hope he
|Samipras) asks me for my auto-
graph.’

SPANISH LESSON

Armed with pasl experience.
Albert Costa set up an Aus-
tralian Open quarterfinal
showdown with top seed Pete
Sampras — }aininﬁ. compatriots
Carlos Moya and Felix Mantilla
in the last eight.

Costa survived the oppres-
sive heat to advance when
South African Wayne Ferreira
withdrew with a thigh injury in
their fourth-round match.

The Barcelona-based right-

hander said he remembered los-
ing a match in Stuttgart. Ger-
many, two years ago after suc-
cumbing to the heat.

"l think I lost that match for
the weather, only for the
weather, because | was thinking
all the time, 'it's so hot, it's so
hot, | cannot play’," said Costa.

"Today | was thinking 'it's
normal.’ In Spain sometimes in
the summer it's like this, and
we are practicing.”

Ferreira sald he wasn't
troubled by the heat,

T wasn't out there long
enough." he said.
GERMAN ABSENCE

German players are the most
notable absentees Ilrom the
quarterfinal Hneup at the Aus-
tralian Open.

When qualifier Jens Knipp-
schild bowed oul Saturday. it
was Lhe third ume in lour years
that no German man had made
it to the lourth round.

e n wilien four-time
champion Sielli Gral and last
years runner-up Anke Huber
bowed out ol the women's sin-
gles, Lthe Germans were left high
and dry

A plea to
10C

LAUSANNE. Jan 21
ternational Volleyball Federa-
tion has valled on the Interna-

Honal Olympic Committee lo
draw up a short-list of six cities
for the 2004 Games. reports
AFP,

The federation said on Mon-
day Ul’l]?’ Rome Athens, Istan-
bul, Lille, Rio de Janeiro and
Cape Town fulfilled the volley-
ball criteria for staging the
Games

That sidelines Stockholm,
St Petersburg, Seville. San Juan
and Buenos Aires.

The 10C. alter reviewing an
assessment drawn up by an
evaluation commitiee, was
scheduled to draw up a short-
list of four or five cities on
March 7

The volleyball federation
wrole to Thomas Bach. who
chaired the evaluation commit-
tee.

The In-

Sport
Coetzer cruises Iinto semis

. sity of overseas im

Klinsmann
S mum

GLASGOW, Jan 21: Juergen
Klinsmann arrived in Scotland
on Monday for two friendlies
but the Bayern Munich striker
refused to say where he would
like to play his soccer nexl sea-
son, reports Reuter.

First, Klinsmann, now 32,
wants to leading Bayern to the
German league and cup double.

"At the end of my [irst season
with Munich we lifted a
European trophy (UEFA Cup)
and that was followed by
Germany winning Euro '96,"
siidd Klinsmann, "it wouldn't be
a bad way to complete the year
with a double for Bavern and it
is still possible.

"But it is not right to com-
ment on next season, there has
been a lot of speculation.

"I had a few problems in the
first part of the season but |
guess that is normal too. 1 have
a lew possibilities at the end of
the season.

“I can stay at Bayern if |
want to, 1 can leave it 1 want to.
My aim is to play a real good
second half to the season lor
Bayern, with the Bundesliga re-
suming on February 15.

"We are still leading the title
race and can win the cup as
well. Those are two big aims for
me and afterwards I will de-
cide.”

Bayern play Raith Rovers
today and Glasgow Celtic on
Wednesday.

Kaiser’s tips
for China

BEIJING, Jan 21: Chinese
lootball will never reach the top
international flight without
importing top foreign: coaches
and plavers. German foot-
balling greal Franz Becken-
hauer said here Monday. re-
ports AFP.

Beckenbauer. in Beijing to
promote a Chinese translation
of his autobiography, had no
doubt where he stood in the de-
bate raging in China's foot-
balling circles over the neces-
ports.

It is the only way to lift the

. standard.” the Bayern Munich

president said.

"Getting foreign coaches and
players to come to China is a
must if they want to develop
ability and the quality of foot-
ball in this country,” he added.

The foreign legion in China's
football league has recently be-
come the target of the Beijing
propaganda machine's increas-
ingly strident calls for every-
thing to be done with "Chinese
characteristics.”

China's professional cham-
sionship, launched in 1994, has
Izuemrne a huge success with
packed stadiums each week.
high television ratings and
lige sponsorship, launched in
1994, has become a huge success
withh packed stadiums each

| wesko hihe delevisien rabtig s
j wiiltion rTnIinr contract,

and huge sponsorship revenyes.

The Chinese  Hoaball Asso-
ciation (CFA) decided i 1994
that foreign plavers would be
allowed to boost standards.

*The hiring ol loreign play-
ers certainly serves profes-
sional league interests. but will
not serve China's national soc-
cer ambitions as far as competi-
tions like the World Cup are
concerned,” the official China
daily said in a recent commen-
tary.

"What we should keep in
mind is the fact that the future
ol Chinese soccer lies in Chi-
nese hands. rather than ol lor-
eign coaches and plavers.” the
English-language newspiaper
addeledl.

AC won’'t let
Baggio go

MILAN, Jan 21: Struggling
Italian champions AC Milan
siaid on Monday they were de-
termined to kee striker
Roberto Baggio until 1998, re-
ports Reuter

"Baggio will stay with us in
the future.” vice-president
Adriano Galliani said. "Only
the coach can decide if Baggio
plays the whole match or not.
But Bagpgio's contract runs till
1998 and we want him to stay
with us.

"On Sunday. against
Cagliari, he played very, very
well. He's always a champion.”

Last week. Napoli's general
director Ottavio Hianchi in-
vited Baggio Lo move there, but
the player said | Il no plans
for the moment 1o leave Milan

lahan media has said that
Baggio has a frosty relationship
with Arrigo Sacchi. Milan's
new coach and lormer national
leamm manager.

Cralliani denied reports last
week Lthat Milan were interested
in Lazio defender Alessandro
Nesla. "He's a very good delender
bhut we've never made an oller
for him," Galllani said.

Costa Rica’s
nat’l soccer
coach sacked

SAN JOSE, Costa Rica, Jan
21: Less than two months before
they play their first game in the
final round of World Cup quali-
fying, Costa Rica are without a
coach, reports AP.

The Costa Rican Football

' Federagion's executive commit-

tee on Monday fired Brazilian
manager Valdeir Vieira for poor
management and a dispute with
his former employer, lirst-divi-
sion club team Alajuelense.

Under Vieira, Costa Rica
qualified for the final round of
CONCACAF World Cup qualify-
ing, referred to commonly as
‘the hexagonal,” with a Dec 21
victory over Trinidad and To-
bago. They finished only
one point behind the United
States in their four-team semi-
final group.

They joint Mexico, Jamaica,
El Salvador, the United States
and Canada in the six-team
league round which will send
the top three finishers to the
1998 World Cup finals in
France,

Jan 20.

LISBON, Jan 21:
Barcelona's young
Brazilian star
Ronaldo. who has
taken the Spanish
league by storm in
his firsl season, was crowned
FIFA worid player-of-the-year
on Monday, reports Reuler.

The 20-year-old received
more than double the points ol
his nearest rival, last year's
winner George Weah of AC Mi-
lan, in a poll of more than 100
international soccer coaches.

England captain Alan
Shearer of Newcastle was third
in the run-off which featured
three of the soccer world's top
marksmen.

The Brazilian. top-scorer in
the Spanish league with 15
goals this season, received 329
points under the poll's system
of voting. against 140 for Weah
and 123 for Shearer.

The award, the sixth time it
has been made, was presented to
Ronaldo at a glittering cere-
mony later on Monday in Lis-
bon's Belem Cultural Centre.

Ronaldo is the second
Brazilian to win the award after
Romario was acclaimed Lhe
world's best plaver in 1994,
other past winners are Italy’s
Roberto Baggio, Dutchman
Marcoe van Basten and Lothar
Matthaeus of Germany.

The Brazilian, regarded by
many as the most exciting
player to emerge since Argenli-
na's Diego Maradona., is so
highly prized by Barcelona that
they recently bound him to the

o

clith tor 18aears with a myiti-

Duhbed as the “extra-terres:
trial” by soccer-mad Spanish
[ans the shiaven haired Ronal-
do made an explosive start to
the season wilth Barcelona.

He likes nothing better than
to latch on Lo the ball in mid-
field and head for goal, his ex-
traordinary balance and stren-

th enabling him to appear (o
unce otf delenders.

His modesty has also won °

him admirers beyond the mas-
sed ranks ol Barcelona sup-
porters.

"I am young and I still have a
lot to learn.” he told a news con-
ference alter the award cere
mony. When they handed me
the trophy. I rernembered when
I wits young and how 1 wanted to
be the best player in the world.”

FACT-FILE

The biggest ovation of the
night was for Liberia's George
Weah. whose attendance at the
ceremony was in doubt up to the
last moment.

Weah received a special FIFA
award for fair-play and the au-
dience burst into prolonged ap-
plause when the Alrican star

FIFA'S TOP

LISBON, Jan 21 (AFP). FIFA
world footballer-of-the-year

| standings announced here on

Monday (position. name, coun-
irv of origini, club. total):

1. Ronaldo {BRA, Barcelona) 329 pis
2. Geurpge Weah (LBR, AC Milan) 140
3. Alan Shearer (ENG., Newcastle) 123
4. Matthias Sammer (GER.

Bomssia Dortimund) 109
5. Jurgen Klinsmamn (GER.
Bayern Munich) 54
6. Nkwanko Kanu (NGR, Inter
Milan) 32
7. Paolo Maldini {I'TA. AC Milim) 25
8. Davor Suker (CIRO. Real
Madrid) 24
Y. Gabriel Batistuta (ARG.
Fiorentina) 19
10. Romario (BRA, Flamengo) 13
11. Zvonimir Boban (CRO, AC
Milan) 11
12. Eriv Cantona |[FRA.
Manchester United) 9
13. Roberto Carlos (BRA. Real
M.adrid) 9
14 Halusha Bwialya {ZAM) H
15 Predeae Migtovie (YUG, Real
hachrud) g
16 Giovee [BIRA. Barcelona) 7
17 Adessandro del Piero (ITA.
Juventus) 6
15 Yourl Djorkaefl (FRA. Inter
Milan) F
149. Karel Poborsky (CZE,
Manchester United) (5
20. Dejan Savicevic [YUG. AC
Milan) B

handed over a one million es-
cudo (6000 dollars) cheque to be
donated to a society for the pro-
tection ol children.

The Liberian nearly did not
make the trip to Lisbon because
he laces a court achon jor dam-
ages in Portugal after Porto de-
fender Jorge Costa's nose was
broken in an incident at the end

LONDON. Jan 21 (Reuter): Following are profiles of Ronaldo,

Alan Shearer and George Weah:

RONALDO

Age: 20
Height: 183 cm
Weight: 77 kg

Date of birth: September 22, 1976

Nationality: Brazilian

Current club side: Barcelona (Spain)
Career path: Social Ramos Club, Sao Cristovao. Cruzeiro (all

Brazil),
Barcelona in July 1996.
International caps: 15
International goals: nine
The

PSV Eindhoven (Netherlands)

shaven-headed Brazilian

1994-1996. Joined

has been dubbed "the

extraterrestrial’ since his arrival in Spain, which has never
seen anvthing quite like him. Has claimed a t}umbf:r ol
stunning strikes for Barca, picking the ball up in :mdﬂeld_ and
heading straight for goal at speed. Gifted with extraordinary
strength and balance. appears to bounce off defenders as he
heads poalwaids, Has also earned praise for his refusal to dive

in the box i1 search ol penalties.

ALAN SHEARER
Age: 26
Height: 182 cin
Weight: 76 ki
Date of birth: August 13, 1970

Nationality: English

Current club side: Newcastle (England)
Career path: Southampton 1988-92 Blackburn 1992-96 (both
England]. Joined Newcisde in July 1996.

International caps: 30
International goals: 13

football at present. At his
strikes with unerring accura
the flanks to pick up

the ball or falling bac

Unquestionably the most complete striker in British
ﬂ best in the box, where he turns and

. but is also haEp}r drifting out to

into midlield to

win it, Made his name at Blackburn where he scored 112 goals

in 138 leag
goals in the Premier
for England at the

ie appearances and became the first man to score 100
league. Then proved he could do the same
European championship where he was top

scorer with [ive goals. Ice-cool temﬁfranh:nt makes him the
I

ideal dead-ball specialist and led to

n being named England

captain this year. The world's costliest player shows no sign of

faltering now he Is.

GEORGE WEAH

s
eight: 184 cm

Weight: 77 kg
Date of birth: October 1. 1966
Nationality: Libertan

Current club side: AC Milan (Italy)

Career

Joined AC Milan in May 1995.

path: Young Survivors,
Mighty Barolle (All Liberia), Tonnerre
Monaco 1988-92, Paris St Germain

ange, Invincible Eleven,
aounde (Cameroon),
1992-95 (both France).

Previous FIFA world player of the year, lauded as the
“godfather of Liberian soccer” in his home country, whose

national side he has kept afloat by
. Has pla
d rather than attack as that is where

organising kit sponsorshi
country, usually in midfi

bankrolli and
nmmtdngo ﬂm for his

(he side are at their weakest., A tremendous athlete, he
established himself in France with his aggressive runs on goal

and power in the air.

Brazilian soccer star Ronaldo (C) together with Liberian George Weah (R) and England's
Alan Shearer pose with their trophies at FIFA's gala ceremony awards held in Lisbon on

— AFP/UNB photo

Ronaldo outpoints rivals

of a bad-tempered European
Cup league match between the
Portuguese champions and AC
Milan last November.

Weah, who says he was
severely provoked by Costa,
feared legal problems and a
hostile reception in Lisbon and
FiFA were unable to confirm

. his presence until only hours

before the ceremony was due 10
begin,

“The {fair play) award is an
honour not just for Liberia but
for the whole of the African
continent,” Weah said.

Bebeto vents
his wrath

SEVILLE. Spain., Jan 21:
World Cup striker Bebeto has
hit out at the management of
Sevilla after reaching agree-
ment to leave the troubled
Spanish club and I]|.::-in Brazil's
Vitoria de Bahia for a 4.125

million dollars fee, reports
Reuter.
"It's shameful ... 1 feel

cheated, the club hasn't fulfilled
any of what they promised me."
said the Brazilian of his two
months at Sevilla., who are
lighting to avoid relegation and
are immersed in a boardroom
HII'U_EJ__{IE,

Liatti, McRae stay

on coursc

At the end of Leg 1 of the
Rally of Monte Carlo — the
opening round of the 1997 FIA
World Rally Championship —
Piero Liatti and Colin McRae
are sitting comfortably in third
and fourth positions respec-
tively on their debut competi-
tive outing in the all-new Sub-
aru lmpreza 555 WRC97, says a
press release.

True lo tradition, however,
I his notoriously unpredictable
evernt that takes the competi-
tors up into the French moun-
tains is causing much trepida-
tion: tyre selection being at the
centre of discussions as condi-
tions constantly change from
100 per cent asphalt to snow
and slush. Having started in the
glamorous Mediterranean re-
sort of Monte Carlo on Sunday
morning for one super special
stage, the crews then headed
north, into France, for Mon-
day's five stages totalling 132
competitive kilometres.

Now heading the 555 Subaru
World Rally Team's assault
with two stage wins to his
credit. Piero Liatti has had a
trouble-iree run and suffered
only from one miscalculation
on tyres earlier on in the day.
We were unsure which to use as
the first stage was wet with a bit
of snow, but the second had a
mixture of compacted and melt-
ing snow. Both of these require
very specialised tyres, but be-
cause you are not allowed
change between the two stages,
you have to make compromise
and we selected tyres more
suited for snow — we should
liave gone more for wider wets,
said Piero. "There is still a long
way to go vet and anything can
happen to anyone — | am happy.
After all, we are only 24 seconds
off the lead." added the Italian.

By comparison, Colin McRae
and his new co-driver. Nicky

Grist, fared less well with a
major water leak in the car se-
riously affecting visibility. and
an altercation with a snow
bank on the penultimate stage.
Although the British crew are
just under a minute and a half
adrift of overnight leader, Car-
los Sainz, conditions are such
that anything can happen and
McRae is still confident that he
can claw back the deficit.

“We have had problems with
the transmission making the
car very nervous and lo us
traction so the crew have
changed the whole system
tonight. Obviously that has ai-
fected our performance, but
more than anything we've a
serious leak in the car t's

it almost impossible to
see as the windscreen ke€ps
steaming up. We then hit a snow

bank on 555 and lost about a
minute, and on the last stage
therewuutdthh.m:ml
with the steamed u -
screen, meant we barely
see the road ahead — a
nightmare.”



