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Kishore soccer
Sheikh Russel Krirn Cliakr
and National a[}UIt}Iu_, Clih
ualified lor the fial ot the
heikh Russcl Smriti Kishore
football tournament after
winning their respective semi-

finals at the Dhaka Outer
Stadium yesterdav. reports
UNB.

The final match will be held
on Januaw 26 at the same
VENLUE.

Sheikh Russe]l KO beal Sonar

Bangla Sporting Club 2-0 1 the

first match while National
Sporting Club edged piast Dhaka
Jubo Samaj 7-6 in the tie-

breaker in e other serni

Pakistani World
Cupper Kamran
Ashral found the
target twice in the
space ol two mi-
nutes to ensure a

predicted conclusion of the in-
vitational international ho-

ckey tournament as FPakistan
(PIA)
prevailed over Abahani Krira

| ("hakra by the odd goal in three

in a final characterised by poor
marksmanship and frayed
lempers.

While the vastly erienced
national champions trom Pak-
istan succeeded with their pro-
fi-ssional approach marked by
rhimical finish on stormy
crounter attacks, Abahani the
only loeal side to survive chal-
lenges [rom foreign partici-
pants of this meet, thrived on
enthusiasm but failed to do jus-
tice to the generous support of a
partisan crowd basically due to
poor marksmanship.

Much to the amazement and
delight of their fans Abahani
tnok an early lead with the
the tournament
through national forward
Alamgir. But brilliant Kam-
ran's two touches of class not
enly robbed Aabahani and
their supporters of early eu-
phoria but also helped Pak-
istan's flag carriers to end the
[we-team tourney with an en-
viable all-win record.

Egged on by the crowd Aba-

hani played aggressively -and
| inthwrd territorial supremacy

ghit throdgh e match Al
finugh the' Indian recruits —
hanraj Pillai and Reaz Ahmed
produced their usual brand of
guality hockey, Abahani's local
players ran out of ideas every
time they were set up with fine
scoring opportunity by the re-
lenitlessly scheming duo.
Abahani were off to a dream
start as Reaz, the man behind
Abahani's 5-1 demolition of
arch-rivals Mohammedan
Sporting Club the previous day,
passed the ball to an unmarked
Ramiz on the left side after
dodging a couple of PIA players
and the young BKSP product
hroke through the PlA defence
rom the left flank before
sending a neat minus to Alam-

Sports Reporter

gir who flicked the ball home
past the helpless custodian
Ahmed Alam (1-0), The match
was then only 23 seconds old.
Inspired by the lead, Aba-
hani tried to increase the mar-
gin with a series of offensives
through both the flanks. Tutul
missed a sitter in the 13th

minute after Reaz came up with
a peach of a cross from the right
sicle.

After surviving the initial
Abahani thrust., the visitors,
who had earlier beat Abahani
3-2 in the robin league. gradu-
ally organised themselves and
returned to the match with
Kamran as the spear-head. The
dapper marksman levelled the
score with a brilliant field goal
in the 20th minute after Asad
fed him in the danger zone 1-1.

The brilliant Pakistani was
on the roll two minutes later
when he produced the match
winner by connecting a cross
from the right by skipper Qa-
mar Ibrahim 2-1. It was Kam-
ran's ninth goal in the meet, a
feat that distinguished as the
highest scorer of the tourna-
mernt.

Stunned by the quick rever-
sals, Abahani went all out for
the equaliser and almost got it
in the last minute of the first
session when Dhanraj Pillai set
the ball for Khokon inside the
PIA box. But the substitute
Abahani forward lost his cool
and sent the ball hurriedly wide
ol I.he near post.
L ke patyrally

as theme o bahani's
second half campaign. Four
clear chances came their way
but evidently none could be
capitalised due to an appalling
display ol goal blindness by the
attackers.

Khokon was the culprit in
the 46th minute when he failed
to flick the ball home from a
Pilldi through while former
national captain Mahbub Ha-
roon spoiled the next opportu-
nity after eight minutes.

Reaz. who otherwise played
superb hockey contributed to
Abahani's failure in availing
oppertunities as he missed two
more chances in the last quar-
ter of the match. His scoop
from a short corner missed the

ssion | |

PIA skipper Qamar Ibrahim receiving the invitational international hockey trophy from
State Minister for Youth and Sports Obaidul Quader yesterday.

'PIA send Abahani ruing

— Star photo

mark for an inch while his
failure in stopping a close pass
from Pillai at the goal mouth
four minutes before the final
whistle cost Abahani the
match,

Tension gave way to temper
midway through the second
half when PIA defender Ali
Raza committed a nasty foul on
Reaz. This resulted in exchange
of high words and menacing
gestures among rival players
and the match remained sus-
pended for about four minutes.
Both Ali Raza and Reaz were
shown vyellow cards by umpire

Aslam Belim and conseq ucntl;{
served a five minute ouste

from the ground.

After the match, PIA skip-
per Qamar |brahim, who once
played for his yesterday's coun-
terparts two years ago, said that
though the result was
favourable, his team was not at
all impressed with the umpir-
ing which he termed as 'poor'.

On the other hand., Mamun,
the Abahani captain. blamed
his forwards for not utilising
the oppeortunities that came
their way “We could have easily
won today. But our forwards
lacked the instinct and we lost.”
said a bemused Abahani skip-

r.

Be State Minister for Youth and
Sports Obaidul Quader wit-
nessed the final and handed
over the trophy to the winners.

PIA centre forward Kamran
Ashraf was adjudged as the
player-of-the-tournament by
the three local ! sports!jotirnak: 4
Is.l;s ﬂﬂsmialinns -

/" TEAMS:

PIA: Ahmed Alam. Ali Raza.
Saleem Amir, Irfan Yousuf, Im-
ran Yousuf, Abu Bakar, Qamar
Ibrahim, Atif Bashir, Kamran
Ashraf, Mohammad Khalid.
Nadeem Asad, Zeeshan and
Salman Wahab.

ABAHANI: Shameem Ah-
med, Mamun, Ishtiagq Ahmed
Shipu, Abu Zafar., Khurshid
Alam, Zahid Hossain Raju.
Reaz Ahmed. Alamgir Alam,
Dhanraj Pillai, Ramizuddin,
Khokon. Mahbub Haroon, Tutul
Kumar Nag and Kamrul Hasan
Ejaz.

Umpires: Aslam Belim and
Mir Monowar Ali [Bangladesh).

WINCHESTER. Eng-
land, Jan 21: Wh-
en Chris Vincent's
safari project di-
ed. he went hun-
ling for soccer st-
it Bruce (irobbelaar, reports
AR

He was angry that the former
Liverpool goalkeeper had killed
ofl the safari tour project in
Zimbabwe by resigning as a di-
rector,

50 he wernt Lo the newspapers
telling them Grobbelaar had ac-
cepted money to throw soccer
SAIMES,

T was not prepared to let
Lhings lie as they were because
of the knowledge [ had." he told
1 match-fixing trial jury at
Winchester crown Court. "l had
hiacl enough of everything at
that stage. | had to consider the
number of people who had been
mjured ﬁ11:&1'1-‘.:-iallj,,r in this
whole exercise.’

He told the jury what he had
already told thf‘ Sun newspaper
— that Grobbelaar had received
large amounts of cash up to

40,000 pounds (66,000 dollars)
to throw games while playing
for Liverpool and later
Southampton.

According to Vincent one
game. a 3-0 loss to Newcastle,
was successful for Grobbelaar
but two others, ties with Man-
chester United and Norwich,
weren t.

Vincent was the first witness
in the trial and was again on
the stand Tuesday when it en-
tered its fifth day.

Grobbelaar, former Wimble-
don players John Fashanu and
Hans Segers. and Malaysian
businessman Heng Suan Lim
are in the dock charged with
conspiracy lto pay or accept
money to influence the resulls
of games. All four plead
innocent.

Sepers' parl in the case is
quite independent of Gro-
bbelaar's but concerns the same
allegation, that he was paid
money to let in goals. The
prosecution says Fashanu acted
as micddle man and Lim was the

British end of a an Indonesian
betting syndicate.

Vincent told the jury that he
had "an lﬂﬂI’Edlhl'_F strong and
exceptional” friendship with
Grobbelaar when they teamed
up in 1992. Grobbelaar was one
nF Lhe investors in Vincent's
safari tour project in their
Zimbabwe homeland.

When the plans changed and
other investors started pulling
oul, Grobbelaar stunned Vin-
cent by doing the same.

"He faxed me saying he
wanted to resign as director and
withdraw his participation.”
Vincent told the court. "I found

it difficult to understand his
change of heart.”

Vincent admitted he had a
major disagreement with the
Zimbabwean landowner he
hoped would lease land to the
IJI'D_]EC[ Grobbelaar spoke to the

ndowner, but the project col-
lapsed after the landowner told
Vincent: "I believe you told Mr

Grobbelaar I'm a lying, cheating
crook.”

Sport

WC qualifiers
BFF pick

The Bangladesh Football
Federation (BFF) has called up
thirty-four booters to join the
selection camp for the forth-
coming World Cup qualifying
round.

Bangladesh have been pen-
cilled in Zone 1 out of the ten
Asian qualifying zones along
with Saudi Arabia, Malaysia
and Talwan. The f[irst phase
will begin in Malaysia from
March 16. While the second

hase is scheduled to start on

arch 27 in Saudi Arabia, a
firm contender for one of the
three slots from Asia in the
next World Cup. to be held in
France in 1998,

The selection trial under the
tutelage of German coach Otto
Pfister will begin at Mirpur
Stadium from January 25. The
thirty-four footballers are:

Goalkeepers: Ponir, Bip-
lob, Aminul and Masudur
Rahman Tony

Defenders: Monem Munna,
Jewel Rana. Masud Rana, Ruhul

Amin. Hasan-al Mamun, Mon-
war Hossain Munna, thel
Reza. Prodip Kumar, Rajani

Kanta Barman, Sohel-al Ma-
sum. Shahzada and Faisal.

Midfielders: Nurul Hag
Manik, Arman Miah, Barun
Bikash Dewan, Zakir Hossain,
Igbal, Arif Khan Joy. Abdul
Kayum Shantoo, Jahangir and
Azim.

Forwards: Rakib Hossain,
Mamun Joarder, Imtiaz Ahmed
Nakib, Mizanur Rahman, Allaz,
Maksudul Amin Rana, Sourav
Raju, Saiful Islam and
Mosharral Hossain Tutul.

The above mentioned play-
ers have been asked to report
Mottaleb Hossain, a member of
the technical committee, on
the inaugural day of the 15-day
practice session at 9 am.

Tipu's moment
of joy

Sports Reporter
Dewan Tipu Sultan earned
an effortless point on his way to
lift the 18th national junior
chess championship on com-
letion of the nine-round Swiss
eague meet at the chess room of
the National Sports Council
yesterday.

Tipu, who with seven points
had shared the lead with last
ear's champion Abdullah-al
b and Enamul Hossain Ra-
jib at the end of the penultimate
round on Monday, gul walk-
over against Shawkat Hossain
Pallab in the last round to fin-

ish with highest eight points.
On the otherhand. Rakib and
Rajib split points to finish at
par with seven and a hall points
each. But in the tie-breaker

|

Breach in partnership?

Mohamiuad | |

Players of the PIA hockey team.,

— Star photo

".

Rakib claimed the second posi-

tion, leaying his companion
Rajib to satisfy with the third.

place,
Three players — Mahfuzur
Rahman [mon. Abu Sul§jan

Shakil and Ashrafur Rahman
Murad — collected seven points
each.

Ninety plavers took part in
the championship.

ORDER OF MERIT
Year Champion
1979: Mansoor Rahman Raja
1980: ZillurRahman Champak
1981: Farid Ahmed
1982: Idris Ali
1983: Moniruzzaman Khan
1984: Niamul Haque Niru
1985: Nol held
1986: Syed Wahidul Islam
1987;: Ziaur Rahman
1988: Reefat-bin-Sattar
1989: Ziaur Rahman
1990: Kayes Hasan
1991: Ziaur Rahman
1992: Reefat-bin-Sattar
1993: Reefat-bin-Sattar
1994: Ziaur Rahman
1995 Adnan Faisal
19%%-  Abdullah-Al Rakib
1997  Dewan Tipu Sultan

Acme Div 11

cricket

Sports Reporter

With the inclement weather
playing foul, disrupting almost
all the cricketing activities,
only two Acme Second Division
league matches survived the un-
seasonal shower in the capital
yesterday.

But both the matches were
truncated for intermittent
rains in the morming.

At the Mirpur Outer Sta-
dium, Udayachal recorded a
huge 72-run win over Lalbagh
Anwar. Batting first, Udayachal
piled up a commanding 172/5
in their share of 25 overs with
Chanchal notching highest 46
runs for the winners.

In reply. Lalbagh were skit-
tled out for 100 in 18 overs.
Opener Tapan scored 37. For
Udayachal, Ferdous, Shipu and
Sajal took two wickets each.

Meanwhile, in the other
match at the Mohakhali T& T
ground. Young Ones Club pre-
vailed over Shantinagar A by
15 runs.

Electing to use the wicket
first after winning the toss.
YnunF Ones scored 110 in the
stipulated 20 overs for the loss
of seven wickets. Sushanta
scored 29 while Rashed Hossain

remained unbeaten on 22 off 25
balls.

Shantinagar, in their chase
for scoring more than five runs
per over, were caved in for 95 in
the face of some accurate bowl-
ing from Zahid. who took four
wickets for only eight runs in
his four overs.

Siraj with 20 was the only
notable run-getter for the van-
quished.

Bangkok-bound
umpires

Two Bangladeshi umpires —
Shawkatur Rahman Chinu and
Mesbahuddin Ahmed Reza —
will leave here for Bangkok lo-
day to conduct some matches of
the Tengku Zafar Cup cricket
tournament in the Thai capital,

| reports UNB.
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ing to beat the heat

MELBOURNE. Jan 21: As
controversy rages over the jus-
tifiability of continuing mat-
ches at the open Centre Court,
Melbourne is seething in
temperatures well over 40 de-
grees Celsius,

On Monday highest of 41.2
degrees was recorded at 3: 10 pm,

recisely the time Pete Sampras
Fdrrly made it through to the
quarterfinals against Dominik
Hrbaty. Players here at the Aus-
tralian Open joined Sampras
against matches fixed at a time
when the mercury likes to jump
to diy}r heights.

-serving Goran lvanise-
vic iet the court in his bare es-
sentials after a back-breaking
five-set victory against Chris-
tian Ruud. Ivanisevic said after
the match: "You can't try the
whole game, otherwise you die.
After ten minute you're dead.”

Upon a request by the
women players the WTA Tour
made a formal request to the
Ford Australian Open referees
to review again the implemen-
tation of the section on the
Tour's Medical Rule which al-
lows for a ten-minute break to
be taken between the second
and third set, il the weather

From Tawfiq Aziz Khan

conditions meet or exceed a
heat stress index of 28
Celsius {82 degrees Fahren ).

Prior to the Open. the WTA
Tour Medical Rule was reviewed
g the four Australian Open and

extremme weather section
was denied implementation.
The Ford Australian Open de-
nied the second request also.
This decision of the committee
to overrule the request of the
WTA does not help the women
piayers at all

lrena Spirlea, the number 8
seed who defeated the ninth
seed Habsudova made it very
clear when she said: "It's not
like a tennis match. If I'd been
forced to play for another hour,
God help you, I'd be dead"™:

But noth can deter the
tournament referee Peter Bel-
lenger from implementing the
rules to the letter, if not to the
spirit.

He was accosted by a battery
of journalists this morning at a
press conference. But Bellenger
stuck to his logic as he ex-
plained why the Centre Court
roof was closed this morning.
He said: "The rules give me the
right to do it if the tetnperature
is over 35 degrees. | believe that

39 and 40 degrees temperature,
are extreme... We haven't had 40
degrees in Melbourne for 8
years ... because the forecast this
morming at 9 O'clock was for 39

to 40 degrees, | decided to use the

Bellenger was very clear how
he is going to apply the rules in
the evening when rain has been
forecast for today. Sampras
sounded quite ominous when he
sald after the match against
Hrbaty: "There's going to have
to come a point eTe someone
really gets hurt out there.”

onday's temperature
caused bushfire at Mount
Martha yesterday. Power ser-
vice was disrupted at the Mel-
bourne Cricket Ground for
about seven minutes, and in the
nearby Melbourne Park where

the Australian Open is being
played.

Residents of suburban Mel-
bourne, exasperated by the un-
usual heat are buying small
fans, which is no not re-
quired here, for fear of more
heatwave.

But the weathermen say that
the next few days will be coocler
and the worst will be over to-
day, hopefully.

Walsh down but not out

MELBOURNE., Jan
21: West Indies
captain Courtney
Walsh was conli-
dent today that
- defeat by Pakis-
tan in the World Series Cu
limited over competition will
not affect preparation for the
fourth cricket test starting
against Australia Saturday, re- |
ports AFP.

The West Indies were trashed
in the second of the three-
match finals series here Mon-
day. losing by 62 runs after be-
ing bowled out for just 103 in
the 41st over of the day-night
match following defeat Pak-
istan in the first final on Sat-
urday.

"The loss shouldn't affect our
preparation for the Test,” Walsh
said.

"But it was disappointing to
play in the finals and lose, es-
pecially when you felt like you
were in with a chance.”

He said the mood of the team
remained high, despite losing
momentum with three losses in
a row after eight successive
wins.

The West Indies trial Aus-
tralia 2-1 in the Test series after
defeating a lackluster Australia
the third Test.

They must win both the Test
starting In Adelaide Saturday
and the last Test in Perth to re-
claim the Sir Frank Worrell
Trophy which they lost for the
first time in 20 years In the
Caribbean last year.

But they go into the fourth
Test beset by injury worries.
Pace duo Ken Benjamin and

Nixon McLean have alread
been sent home, while C
Ambrose added a thigh injury
to a groin strain during Mon-
day's match and Carl Hooper is

COURTNEY WALSH

still dogged by a niggling shin
problem.

Ambrose hurt his thigh
while batting last night and at
one stage looked a poor bet for
the fourth Test. But Walsh has
dismissed any suggestion the
Windies' trump bowler would
miss it.

"He got hit on the thigh and
it stiffened up on him a bit but it
is not serious,” Walsh said.

Although pla down Am-
brose's injury, sh said the
team's medical woes were hurt-

ing _w:rfnrnmnr:t
ys coming

into the aqund and it was disap-
pointing to lose those players
that had to go home because we
were hoping we wouldn't have to
C our side, " he said.

e are just not getting thc
right combination together

The Windies have used
12 players the first
Tests but will have to find a re-
placemcnt for Benjamin for
Adelaide.

Newly-arrived Cameron
Cuffy put his hand up for that
job, hnwlin,g well last night to
take 2-33 from nine overs.

"l thought he bowled well es-

as it was his first game
n Australia, " Walsh said of

Cuffy.

MELHJURHE Lm
Y 21: N's.easy to
count the Olympic
tennis gold
medalists who
have reached the
guarterfinals of the Australian
Open: zero, reports AP. =

Two ol the games women
champions crashed out Sunday
i1 the round ol 1b: 1988 winner
Stefli Gral and 1996 champion
Lindsay Davenport.

Bothh were hobbled by i
fected toes. Both had to pla_',r
marathon games in the 100-de-
gree Fahrenheit (38C) heat.

Davenport's came in the
first-set tiebreak — a 15-13 loss
en route to a 7-6. 6-4 defeat to
Kimberly Po.

Graf's came in the second
set's seventh game. She won it
after 17 minutes, 10 deuces and
4 break points saved. But she
still lost 6-2. 7-5 to No 12 seed
Amanda Coetzer of South
Africa.

The 1996 men's gold medal-
ist. Andre Agassi, didn't even
enter here. pleading fatigue.
Wonien's 1992 champion Jen-
niler Capriati went out in the
first round and 1992 men's
winner Marc Rossel went out in
the second. The 1988 men's
winner. Miloslavy Mecir. has re-
tired.

The 1996 silver medalists
also are gone — Spaniaras Serdi
Bruguera and Arantxa Sauth-z:
Vicario, the No 2 seed here. both
wernlt out in the third round.

For Davenport, Capriati and
Rosset, the Olympic golds still
stand alone. None ol the three
has won a Grand Slam tourna-
ment,

Davenport has yet to go be-
yond the quarterfinals in 18
Slams. Capriati has been a
semifinalist three times and
Rossel once.

But Davenport has criticised

Olymp ians down in dumps ;

somae of the top men plﬂ}’ﬂﬂi‘l’

skipping the Olympics lagl year
so as not to disrupt their prepa-
rations for the US Open.

"Not everything to do with
tennis revolves around making
money. Some of it is just repre-
senting your country and being
with some ol the greatest ath-
letes in the world," she said just
after arrivin 1n Australia to
warm up for

After Iusing Eunday the No
7 seed said, "I'm definitely not
the same player right now as |
was last suminer. It goes in cy-
cles for the players who aren’t

as consistent as Steffi or Mon--

ica (Seles).”

Another problem Sunday
was not the heat but an infected
left toe, said Davenport., who
won her gold by upsetting
Sanchez Vicario in the Olympic
final in the heat of last August
in Atlanta.

"It was the toe that made it
difficult for me to run. and the
fact that she played really well."
she added.

"I don't think I came down
ready to play and win. Men-
tally. I wasn't that conlident.
although | felt in great shape.”

Po evened her record against
Davenport at 2-2, but the previ-
ous victory had come six years
ago, when Davenport was 16.

"I knew she was tired, so |

was just trying — even if it was
justl'a oing over the net — |
just wanted to make her hit one

more ball. and a lot of times |
won the peoint that way, on just
sitters for her."” said the 25-
yvear-old Po.

Gral also was suffe from
an infected toe. for which she
started receiving treatment
Saturday. But she still felt un-
well before Sunday's match.

The day's heat aggravated
her illness. said a statement
Irom the Women's Tennis Asso-

AN e kY

.catip I

Graf needed ﬂuidaand 'cool
environment., and the tourna-
ment doctor sent her back to
her hotel to rest, it added.

It quoted Graf as sa that
Coetzer "played really well to-
day. I tried I r.:nu.ld, I

tried as hard as | could. I just
didn't have the energy with the
heat. But give her the credit, she
haﬁdled the conditions really
WE 'H

Sr1 Lanka to
tour Caribbeans

in June

ST'JOHN'S, Antigua. Jan 21:
The West Indies Cricket Board
today announced the dates for a
tour of the islands by Sri
Lanka.

Sri Lanka will play two
Tests. including a historic first
Test at the Arnos Vale playing
Field in St Vincent from June
13th to June 17th. |

St Vincent have never before
hosted a Test match. |

FIXTURES

May 25 — Sri Lanka arrive
in Trinidad.

May 28 — one-day match vs
Trinidad and Tobago at the
Queens Park Oval.

May 30 — one-day interna-
tional at Queens Park Oval.

June 1 to 3 — three-day
match vs Leeward islands at the
Antigua Recreation Ground.

June 6 to 10 — First Test
match at Antigua Recreation
Ground.

June 13 to 17 — Second Test
match at Armnos Vale, St Vin-

cent.
June 18 — Tour ends.

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer
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largest 50 Verdi work  Snow 29 Store co-
audience 51 Abbr, White's owner?
17 Al between * pais 32 Reindeer
ﬁ‘ and # 7 Show 33 Actress Uta
18 52 “Go, team!”" 8 Wild and 35 See s
notions 53 Rumor crazy 29 Down
19 Squid 54 Coffee- ® Coloration 36 Henry Vill's &3
squint shop array 10 Dander
21 Thatgin 55 Copper
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podge 4L Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: | THINK THE MANNERLY
32 Barracks b BAKER WAS EASILY DEEMED WELL-BREAD.
“ﬂ{:"w - _E Today's Cryptoquip clue: N equals R

erables” [a !i[ The Cryptoquip is a substitution cipher in which one

author WEE letter stands for another. If you think that X equals O, it
34 Bumped will equal O throughout the puzzie. Single letters, short

into words and words using an apostrophe give you clues to
35 Naviga- locating vowels. Solution is by trial and error



