—_—
@he Baily Star

in its never-ending quest for an appropriate educa-
tion policy. It's a shame that even after quarter of a

hoc educational policies and systemic tinkerings
of all sorts. Commissions and committees were
constituted, reports and recommendations heaped,

pragmatic, utilitarian, non-elitist yet selective at
the higher level, symbiotic of secular and religious
studies. bi-lingual and what not. It is time we were
crying hoarse to tune into, and it is time that we

lost all the way.

and bigoted political ethos, a concoction between
authoritarianism and democracy and awkward
tinkering with the Constitution all rolled into one.
Lack of a consensual, modernist and stable politi-
cal will that could place the necessary courage of
conviction behind the educational reform process
was pronounced.

Understandably, it is the totality of this messed
up scenario that has prompted the present gov-
ernment to constitute the National Education
Committee for the formulation of an education
policy by April 30 of the current year. Even though
it has been called a 'committee’ and not a
‘commission’', apparently to emphasise the sharp-
ness and specificity of the government's commit-
ment to update the Qudrat-e-Khuda commission
report of 1974, it is obviously manned in an un-
wieldy fashion. Its 54 members makes it evidently
look like a huge commission and not a committee.
We would have much liked it to be a compact body
of experts including persons having intimate
knowledge of successful educational models else-
where, operational innovators and thoughtful
fund-raisers.

We already have the intellectual inputs, the
lessons of the past and researched output on the
subject. We needn't go through an incubator all

grees Celsius in the country’s north, life there has
been hit hard. Particularly for the poor, the cold
waves have arrived as a messenger of acute suffer-
ings and even death. Indeed, different dailies have
carried reports of a number of deaths caused by the
severe wintry chill. We are happy to learn that
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina is seized of the sit-
uation and has issued instructions for distributing
warm clothes among the very poor in the 10 north-

NSTEAD of taking the mo-
ral high ground on Issues,

our leaders seem (o

ebruary 3. Instead of being
apprised of what our candidates
can do for the nation, what we

do surface. to be beaten down by
the media. hungry for what one
can safely label as the "Sita-
White syndrome" of tarring and

tance to the nation, both inter-
nally and externally. This has
given further ammunition to
the detractors ol holding the
elections at all, propounding
the advisability tor having ac-

adult franchise one would ex-
pect the "Accountability
Brigade" to give way to the peo-

le's mandate but muck-rakin
Eas not only given them a fres
lease of life but also a new di-
mension lto democratic mores
in Pakistan. It is already frus-
trating to envisage the post-
elections period when the losers
will have nothing further to
lose and the winners will have
full control over the official
media. If all our leaders have
feet of clay. where do we go to
seek leadership that will take
Pakistan safely into the 21st
century ?

In the second Pathfinder
Poll (5 Jan-15 Jan 97) done in
30 cities and towns across the
country. Research & Collection
Services (Pvt) Lid (RCS] contin-
ued to gather data on the most
important issues facing the
country, among them (1) unem-
ployment (2) inflation (3) cor-
ruption (4) illiteracy (5) poor
health system (6] restriction on
freedom of expression and (7]
autocratic ruling class.

Whereas in the first
Pathfinder Poll (26 Dec 96-04
Jan 97) 2757 persons were tar-

 military and religion in, the,

state system and of educa-
tion, freedom of the press and
other mass media, natibnal se-
curity and foreign policy. We
can expand this list easily.
Scholars identify the problems
as 'crises of the lack of consen-
sus on fundamental issues.’

In case of foreign policy
formulation and execution pe-
culiar and contradictory char-
acteristics can be observed be-

D Minus 10: Issues Vs Muck-raking

With 10 days to go before the people exercise their right of adult franchise one would expect the "Accountability
Brigade" to give way to the people's mandate but muck-raking has not only given them a fresh lease of life but

896 males and 679 females of

up 18-30 and 899 males
gd%?? ]f)enm]u of the age group

ruption” was most important,
followed by “unemployment”
(26 per cent), “inflation” (15 per
cent), “illiteracy” at (12 per

Among females for the same
age group "unemployment” (27
per cent) was led by “corruption”
at 28 per cent while "illiteracy’
had weightage at 13 per cenl,
inflation” anxiety was at 15
per cent, followed by “health

each. In the older age group 31
and over, 23 per cent males felt
"‘unemployment” was a major
problem, as did 17 per cent of
the females. About 32 per cent
males felt "corruption” was a
major issue, more than the 20
r cent females. On the other
1and more males (21 per cent)
than females (17 per cent) felt
“inflation” was a problem. Of
the other major concern 11 per
cent each among males and fe-
males felt "illiteracy” was a
roblem. The mean average ol
th age groups show that con-
cerns about the economy
(unemployment plus inflation)
at 42 per cent far exceeded the
anxieties about "corruption’ at
31%. followed by "illiteracy”’ at
12 per cent. Among the qualities
most desirable in a leader, 34
er cent of these interviewed
elt that "honesty" had primary
importance. followed by 14 per
cent each who felt "political
view's' were important and 13
per cent each into felt that
"ability to handle the economy”
and as well as the leader’s "per-
sonality"’ was important. Only
8% gave weightage to "ability to
speak well" and only 5% per

egtry they faee legal action
abroad. )

‘Sihce 1994, Middle Eastern
counfties havé been sending
back illegal Bangladeshi work-
ers. In the first deportation
more than 2000 workers
(though some of them had legal
visas) were forced back by a sea
vessel arranged by the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia. The unfortu-
nate deportees received inhu-

man treatment and one of them

and second Pathfinder Poll was
at most plus minus 3-5 per cent,
acceptable in most countries.

have managed to arrest the
steep decline and flatten the
spiral leading to absolute disas-
ter. However far-reaching re-

elected government in kec‘ssing
with what can be absorbed by
the electorate. Jobs have in-
creasingly become scarce while

rices have registered an exor-
Eltant increase. Our debt re-
payment has got more acute as

revenues, the collection of
which has been very much less
than satisfactory. The elected
overnment will, therefore,
jave its hands full rejuvenating
the economy while controlling
expenditures and collecting on
taxes. The approach has to be
both dynamic and innovative,
impossible for those not having
the support of the electorate. In
the present electoral campaign
only PML (N) has really come
out with what can be considered
as serious proposals for tack-
ling the economy, the solid sup-
port from the electorate (31 per
cent overall) is a recognition of
their leader's ability and com-
mitment to that end.

Of great concern to the elec-
torate is "corruption”. The rea-
son accountability is a high
priority for the masses because
they feel elections will just
bring back the same old faces
and the same old practices, an

stitute the major institutions
who concern themselves with
the issues of foreign policy and
dip]nmagi'. Apparently, their
structural weakness and per-
haps lack of experience and
specialized competence oblige
them to confine their role only
to those external affairs having
more connotations with the
domestic political climate.
They care little to comment on
the policies of the World Bank,

Irm Sehg writes from Karachi

the other hand, elections is in
itself a formn of accountability
not going through the exercise

essary, elections are more nec-
£SS to sustain democracy in
a country with a sorry histo
in this respect, We cannot

but name in favour of Asif
Zardarl, who alongwith his
free-loading, Ifree-booting
friends ran the government
through a de facto Cabinet with
himself as de facto PM and

plete with the buggy that he used

to ride the 200 yards from the
PM House to the specially con-
structed polo ground within the
premises.

While the next elected gov-
ernment has to ensure account-
ability. unfortunately post-
elections things fall into the
usual routine where the elected
representatives get into the act
of looting the treasury by vari-
ous means, Zardari being by far
the most innovative. Instead ol
lip-service and pious wishes,
the electorate would be far hap-
pier with a concise plan by the

litical parties that would de-

ne a firm commitment along
the lines of the Accountability
(Ehtasab) Act. Drastic police re-
forms include revamping and
re-focusing the intelligence
agencies, disbanding of the FIA
and replacement by a new or-
ganisation, part of which can be
directly under the Ehtasab

to, make .the treaty null and
void.

 During the tenure of the last
caretaker governmerit dio,
Television and other mass me-
dia were comparatively free.
The media had the chance to
question the accountability of
major political parties for the
first time in Bangladesh. Once
again the Friendship Treaty be-
came an important issue for the
election campaign. To Fet ride

staffed by rotating defence
forces personnel on (very] short
stints of duty. Steps must be

holes. A comprehensive plan to
recover money from loan de-
faulters as well as those who

would be hard put to emulate,

These shameless people have
the audacity to flout their
thievery in a country where
people have difficulty getting
"Teen Suhki Roti” (three pieces

ment being reserved for those
officials who try and help them
hide their ill-gotten wealth.

While raising ﬁrsﬂna.l charac-
ter issues is both demeaning
and disgusting, this is the first
time personalities have been
character assassinated so sys-
tematically. Stung by Imran
constantly equating PML (N)
with PPP with respect to cor-
ruption., PML (N] raised the
'Sita-White" factor.

Tehrek-e-Insaaf responded
in kind. "Dirty Tricks" was
previously the prerogative of
the Bhutto clan, they never
have qualms about maligning
their opponents with anythin
that suits their convolute
minds. The mutual PML [N)-TI
attacks are not only out of
character, they are also
counter- productive and unnec-
essary as Imran Khan (at 17 per
cent counitryside} is takin
away votes from Benazir (at 1
er cent] and not from Mian
awaz Sharif. While one can
forgive over-enthusiastic sup-
porters, it does not behave the
party hierarchy to run such a
negative campaign when hard-

ferring to the initiatives taken

by the previous BNP govern-
ment.

The former Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia often used 'Pak-
istan card' against India. But it
did not work at all. Moreover,
BNP's diplomacy on Farakka
issue proved inept. They re-
jected the Indian proposal for
opening of Chittagong port and
transit movement of the Indian
goods through Bangladesh, but

core support from both the in-
I:Iiﬁmtﬂa and the masses can
be derived from a positive a
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While the major credit for
destroying PPP as a major po-
litical party must go to Asif
Zardari, with Benazir and ar-
tille an Javed Ashraf Qazi
(DG ISI 1993-1995) being "men-

: ability (Ehtasab) first. 3 . 2 ‘ expenditures have far exceeded monarch rolled into one. com- of Bresd) &v day. Their tioned in dispatches” for g
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raising corruption to a new
level and economically destroy-
ing Pakistan in the process.
P dl!{ﬁruntled have mostly
been gathered in by Imran Khan
in Punjab and and Ms
Ghinwa Bhutto, herself the tar-
get of Benazir's diatribes and
innuendoes of the scandalous
kind, in Sindh., Imran Khan
and Mian Nawaz Sharif have
no reason to defame each other,
what the Zardaris have done to
Pakistan is far more deserving
of their attention. They must
put a stop to mutual character
assassination and get on with
an issues-oriented campaign.
What the present campai
needs is a definite an for
solving the many problems fac-
ing this nation. At the moment
the enthusiasm of the masses is
being directed towards sen
all the leaders to the guillotine.
If this perception that the pre-
sent leaders do not have the
ability to solve their problems
rsist, their frustration could
exploited by vested interests
of the Bonapartist kind in
achieving negative conse-
uences far removed from
eImocracy.

Party Politics and Foreign Policy Issues: Exploring the Links

over again. Importantly, we need to associate the E have notable disa- aside. by Badrul Hassan ment is in favour of maintain- and became the victim of his
RS : greements in impor- Bangladesh earns huge for- ing bilateral cooperation with own . In fact, he un-
be the last body on educational reform, conclusive | mining issues like the state  export. But the awful thing is These types of findings are  treaty. They always used the beyond question. Sheikh tance of cooperation with India
' ' principles, structure of polity  that unemployed and h:lpﬁtss presented here to demonstrate  treaty as a political tool to cor- Hasina also perhaps does not and other South Asian coun-
in its work. and stratification of local gov-  youths are going abroad at their  the inconsistent public re- ner their political opponent. ~ wani to take untiateral respon-  {ries, albeit be uved to bluster
F' h 3 th C ld ernment, economic policy and expense while some 'manpower  sponse in B adesh about ex-  Albeit BNP alleged the treaty as  sibility to conclude any major against so called ‘foreign mas-
lg t.ng evLo development strategy, separa- traders' are making money by  ternal affairs. This is because agﬂli]nst mitiun lintm;eul znm:l1E - g E:.'i”l t‘;ﬂurﬂifglﬂrmf:éﬂgtﬂtmcﬂ E‘; ;:eie lﬂ"&;‘:ﬂ] ‘:gﬂﬂlll 4 dHt:‘;

: . i i . tion of judiciary from executive, sending them through illegal outside the mmﬂ% lhe op-  a threat to national security, ectric- ,
With the mercury registering a plunge to four de f]t[‘lﬂl‘i!ll PT{JSSS, the role of protedure. Due 1o t gEir' fllegal  position Pnﬁt’ical p é!;‘.)%im: they never took any initiative ity from India. She is always re-  former Prime Minister Begum

Khaleda Zia, js against neither
importing efr:rlﬂcit}r from, nor
conceding transit facility’ to
India. In an interview with the
Saudi Gazette, Begum Zia ad-
mitted the necessity of the
transit relations. But she is
suspicious about Indian inten-
tion and is against any such re-
lations blaming the govern-
ment's foreign policy as 'sub-
versive'. She is also reluctant to
share with any of the govern-

' tween the political parties and reportedly died during the jour- IMF, WTO etc., but they are very of the 'India-aligned’ allegation renewed an inland water transit ment pr s taken in rela-
ern districts. However, we do not know about the ten & pﬁ% kg Epan dadeah nelf mPEesent He Migd dle East-  keen about every foreign policy =~ Awami League declared their and trade protocol between tion to India.
quantity of warm wear on the way nor are we told There is an integral link ern and South East Asian  issue relating to India. sition not to renew the treaty. Bangladesh and India on 22 Au- Political li':l'ﬂl'-l in Bangla-
how soon those will reach the chill-stricken peo- between issues of diplomac countries have arrested thou- In Indo-Bangladesh rela- is time BNP perhaps failed to gust, 1995 for the next two desh tend to be o unistic in

ple. But we can understand that a small volume of
winter garments or any delay in se¢nding them will

simply fail to prevent more deaths.

Most importantly, there is a need to develop a
defence mechanism against the wintry onslaught
by gearing up the administrative machinery for

buildings or public houses for this purpose. At the
same time they must be given food, so that both
hunger and winter cannot combine together to
strike a death blow. The arrangements should re-
main in place till the cold wave subsides.

Then, of course, we have to think of a long-terrn
cold spell management system for the north, for
this is after all a yearly phenomenon there. It is
worrying that the secondhand winter garments
that used to be of immense help to the poor are no
longer adequately available. If there are a few, they
are costly — beyond the affordability of the poor.
We suggest that the import of those cheap but very
useful clothes be made duty-free or at least conces-
sionary. This is a measure that, we think, can go a
long way in helping the poor to fight cold spells in
the future.

originated accidentally, but many more were |

and domestic politics each al-
fecting the other. More pre-
cisely, while the domestic is-
sues may not always have
diplomatic implication, every
foreign policy is essentially a
matter of domestic concern ei-
ther as cause or effect or both.
In the developed societies the

important qualification to a
market. It buys or rejects to buy
'policy products’. On the con-
trary, studies of public attitude
conclude that the vast majority
of people even in highly literate
societies are ignorant, uninter-
ested, and apathetic regarding
most issues of foreign affairs
and world politics. The rela-
tiunshicr between public opin-
ion and foreign policy in demo-
cratic societies involves com-
plex interaction in which offi-
cials and the public or its com-
ponent groups react to each oth-
er's behaviour, values, and in-
terests.

In Bangladesh neither
democratic institutions nor the
sense of responsibility in the
society has been developed to a
considerable degree. In dealin
with any ambiguous, debate

leaving important issues

cal,

sands of illegal Bangladeshi cit-
izens. They are waiting to re-
turm home. No political party in

tions public interaction is a
very important factor. Due to
geostrategic vulnerability the

woo the voters with campaign
against the treaty which seem-
ingly had its impact on the

years. Under the agreement, wa-
ter vessels of Bangladesh would
use Calcutta Port of India while

CuntinuityJin major issues of foreign policy formulation is an important precondition for the advancement of

a cou

Bangladesh has protested

refugees’ illegal migration to
Bangladesh which has created
various socio-economic and
environmental damages for us.
After the demolition of
Babri Mosque in India, the
Muslims of Bangladesh were
naturally hurt but many of
them reacted violently: the ex-
isting regime rather exploited
the situation to extinguish the
opposition' agitation, with a
view to shifting the attention of
the people from anti-govern-
ment movement. Later in 1994,
some fundamentalist political
parties and organizations took
a programme of long march to-
wards the Indian border which
ended with five deaths and a few
hundred injuries after clash
with the police on duty. In
Bosnia-Herzegovina, four
mosques of the sixteenth cen-

was indifferent to the cruelty

Itishightbnehﬂwmlﬂkdpwﬁesh&nghd&hhwﬁnmmmmmhn

India factor has become the

to Bangladesh. In order to in-
tensify “special relationship”
with India, a 25-year Indo-
Bangladesh Treaty of Friend-
ship, Peace and Cooperation
was signed on 19 March, 1972.
Since then, the treaty has been
regarded as an influential polit-
ical weapon in Bangladesh.
Almost every political party
politicized the treaty whenever
they thought it 'necessary’! Ini-

tially, this was happening due

to the failure of Bangladesh
Awami League, the then ruling
party; they chose not to give
publicity to the treaty immedi-
atelf alter its signing: which
could have enlightened the
people about it. The treaty was
ratified by the Parliament after
the election of 1973. But Awamli
League could not avert criticism
even after 20 years of signing

stanice. The BNP was always vo-

election of 12 June 1996.

taken initiative to resolve bi-
lateral problems between
Bangladesh and India. ThE?' re-
portedly agreed in principle to
concede transit facility to and
import electricity from India.
They also decided to export nat-
ural gas to India. The foreign
ministers, from both the new
overnments exchanged visits.
ﬁl November '96 the Chief Min-
ister of West Bengal Jyoti Basu
paid a six-day official visit to
Bangladesh. His visit was sig-
nificant. He offered his good of-
fices to New Delhi to ensure the
flow of the Ganges for
Bangladesh. Finally Bangla-
desh and India have signed a
water treaty which has opened a
new chapter and has broken the
ice. Although BNP failed to
roduce any change in the
garakka issue during their last

The Awami League govern-

Indian water vessels would use

countries. The treaty has gone
irtn effect from 8 December
1995, on the renth anniversary
of the SAARC, The article 12 of
the treaty directly supports to
facilitate transit movement of
goods through the SAARC coun-
tries.

In January 1980, President
Ziaur Rahman was the first
leader to visit India after Indira
Gandhi's return to power. He
attended the conference of The
United Nations International
Development Organization
(UNIDO) in New Delhi. To initi-
ate cooperation with India he
wanted to export natural gas to
India without surveying the re-
serve position at home. His gov-
ernment conceded most
favoured nation (MFN) treat-
ment to India according to the
third trade agreement signed on

he failed to export natural gas

every matter. They are more
conscious in gaining cheap
applause rather than upm
benefits of the country. | .
BNP needs an issue to initiate

anti-government political
programmes. They perhaps

perceive any anti-Indian sen-
timent as a potential instru-

the task. That mechanism, to our mind, should in- influence of making Fnlicy is against this. But we have com- most important issue in th? s After MEEni ;.Ihe lil. Priéne garlﬁr%z:gcﬁryi Pgrt uéai?lnglat+ ment for ttheﬂaltlu- W
i : often linked to the role played ly different experiences in  forei olicy formulation o inister She asina de- es tar, gus movement. Bu shou

clude an immediate arrangement for Sheltering the by buyers in a commodity mar- E;sf gf puiﬁ%aﬁﬁp from India. B adgsh_ g the Libera- clared her government to be a 1995]. They have signed the consider this in the t of the

poor who are badly exposed to cold. One ready solu- ket. The public share in gﬂli‘a_’l People are also hardly inter- tion War of Bangladesh, India government of national con-  SAPTA with a view to and previous election.

tion is to suspend classes and use all the school decision may be compared wi ested about the Rohingya gave logistic and moral support sensus. Awami League has trade among the SAARC Capriclious decision-making

in the government offices has
ative impact in sphere
of policy formulation In
Bangladesh. Continuity in ma-
jor issues of foreign policy for-
mulation is an important pre-
condition for the advancement
of a country. In the in-
ternational system, B
should maintain continuity in
the major issues of diplomacy.
It is high time for the political
arties in B come
Pnrward and work together.
Both Euvmlmmt and o -
tion should design their foreign
policy in the frame of economic
diplomacy. They should take
some unanimous decision on
important mnational Iissues
which must not be subject to
change with the change of the
government for political antag-
onism or parochial political

A“r()cious issue political parties keep {yry were destroyed by the the treaty. five-year tenure. now they are 4 October 1980. He exported ler-  culture.
party interest on top in excuse Serbs. But the people here did On the other hand, criticising the trgaty as 'sellin u‘lislf-? to him:lia and 1mpurtﬁd - ” . i
: of protecting national interest. not behaved in the manner th Bangladesh Nationalist Party of Bangladesh's nationa coal for the energy sector. He e writer has recently
f ineidents of slums;geting ?Edu{:?d to aghies t:y As a result a minor issue may  djd in case of Babri MnsquE (BNP), since its creation has ap- interest' without taking the  also concluded an agreement to  completed MSS in Interna-
Ire are nothing new. Some of the fires may have become extraordinarily politi-  Even most of the population parently taken an anti-Indian  situation into account. export furnace oil to India. But  tional Relations from the Uni-

versity of Dhaka.

caused deliberately. The blaze in Segun Bagicha
slum, reports say, has been a clear case of arson.
And what a shame, the slum which had sprawled

o
s
Eere— S

on a land area that was allocated to a prestigious

If eviction was the goal, why such ruthless feroc-
ity was necessary? That the slum-dwellers'
‘thatched houses were dismantled was cruel
enough. Then those were burnt down — as if to de-
liver the coup de grace. We don't want to enter into
the argument who met whom before going for the
dismantling. We are interested to know if the slum-
dwellers, who clearly had no legal basis or right to
live there, were given enough time to remove their
structures. Evidently, after dismantling they got
no time to remove those structures.

Now, slum-dwellers are often subjected to inhu-
man atrocities by the same vested interests who
use them to advance their cause — mainly to occupy
government lands. In this case, the ownership of
land is not disputed but the method applied for
eviction has been obnoxiously atrocious. Can we
demand compensation for the lost properties of
those unfortunate people and punishment of those
responsible for arson?

|

Sir, I am writing in support
of the views expressed hf’ Ms
Naureen Tabassum in her letter
titled "A request to PSC" on 7
January.

There is no denying the fact
that a career diplomat must be
thoroughly conversant with
English, and if possible, with
other UN languages. Some can-
didates selected for Foreign
Service through BCS examina-
tion In recent years are (oo
weak in English, even to corre-
spond accurately.

How can a diplomat with
only a rudimentary grasp of
English assert the identity of
the country on a platform of
challenge and competition?

It is high time the PSC ascer-
tained the level of English of
those candidates putting
Foreign Affairs on top of their
choice. In addition to this, can-
didates having knowledge of
French, German, or other for-

Md Ar::_mnur Rahman
Dept!. of Law
University of Dhaka

Introduction of
plastic surgery unit

Sir, Thanks to Interplast of
italy and Prof Morcelli for re-
cently treating patients needing
plastic surgery free of cost in
our country. From a leading
daily, we came know that there
was an enormous rush of pa-
tients of this kind, especially
with burn injuries.

If the young physicians of
our country can be trained in
this field, it would be possible to
treat those patients by them.
So, it is essential that our gov-
ernment be prepared to arrange
training for them and introduce
plastic surgery units in the de-
veloped hospitals of the coun-

Afsana Chowdhury Emy
S S Road, Sirajgan|

Sir, We are fast travelling
hack to the primitive days when
we lived in caves and when
1nighy was right This, 1 main-
tain in response to the letter t-
tled "Red-taped Education” pub-
lished in the DS on January 15,
1997. As one who has already
passed through the plights men-
tioned by the "suffering citizen
in the letter, | have every sym-
pathy for him.

His is a case of dream and
idealism clashing with the
cruel and bizarre world of expe-
rience Lthat pitilessly destroys
all that is good and innocent.
However, here | would like to
narrate my own experience at
the Directorate of Secondary
and Higher Education under the
Ministry of Education In the
hope that it will help the "suf-
[ering citizen" to feel that he is
not alone in his suffering.

| have been teaching English
as lecturer for more than three

Dhaka. Although the placement
upset me (for | secured one of the
top slots on the subject-wise
merit list of the 14th BCS held
in 1992-93), | accepted it. know-
ing the nature ol government
service.

Nevertheless, | had the hope
that the authority concerned
will appoint me on transfer in a
college which offers BA honours
and masters courses in English
in near future, considering my
merit and other skills (I have
authored a couple of critically
apprised books). But things
never happened the way |
hoped. To my utter frustration,
some teachers of English. espe-
cially fermale ones. belonging to
my batch who had finished well
behind me on the merit list
were transferred to some col-
leges of the capital city where
honours and masters pro-
grammes are offered.

My prayer for transfer

which [ submitted through

to the section concerned for
"immediate action” was never
considered. However, 1 didn't
lose heart. [ followed it up with
another effort stating my case
through proper channel in
1996, and it too, was directed to
the section by the then DG Prof
Rashida Begum for "immediate
action

At that time some half-a-
dozen posts of lecturers in the
colleges of Dhaka were lying
vacant! following promotions.
Yet my case was not considered.
Meanwhile after a period of
long wait, teachers selected
through the 16th BCS examina-
tions gol appointed. and a
woman was posted at a college
in Dhaka city as lecturer in En-
glish!
" Being disappointed and frus-
trated, | have stopped pursuing
my file which. | think, by now
has found its way to the cold
storage of the Directorate
where as the suffering citizen

furth req est eign languages should be given "Red- -ped ears in a government college Lt has stated, you can buy any-
association of the country had to perish so tragi- A €x L plgcrtl':r:nce in viva-voce. t'a_ i ocated at agdistrict headquar- 'proper channel in 1995 and  {hing for you by giving money.
cally! to PSC Education ters some 50 miles away from which was sent by the then DG However. if you are a kin of

somebody lminiaitcr. MP, secre-
t and the like]. you are sure
tﬁri,’::ll an entirely d?fermt tale.

What is all the more sicken-
ing is the behaviour of the deal-
ing assistants, who seem to be
the bosses' of the office. They
don't even show slightest re-
spect to the teachers who come
from disiant places of the
country with various problems.

The present government has
promised transparency in all
Bubllc affairs. May | request our

rime Minister to look into the
affairs at the Ministry of Edu-
cation and its o so that
she can come up with a decision
regarding transfers of teachers
to end the tale of mi , shame
and woe of the likes of me who
hm;rfthr urge to follow a dream
in life?

A Dejected Citizen
Dhaka



