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The long-awaited and volubly talked about
shake-up has taken place in the Securities and Ex-
change Commission (SEC) billed as the watch-dog
of the country's capital market. The replacement of
Alamgir Kabir and Dr Shabubul Alam who rar out
of their locus standi as members of the SEC by
Faizuddin Ahmed and Emdadul Huq has rounded
off a process of reorganisation set in motion ear-
lier on with the easing out of its Executive Director
Nawsher Ali to the Establishment Ministry. In
tandem. the SEC also constituted an inquiry com-
mittee to plumb into the widely-suspected stock
market scam by way of fixing the responsibility.

Although belated, the measures are welcome for
the fact that these were direly needed to restore the
much-dwindled confidence of the public and the
financial circles alike in the way the DSE and the
CSE have been operating. At any rate, since there is
little scope for any better-late-than-never mini-
malist and resigned attitude to matters involving
the financial market it will be worthwhile for the
sake of long-term confidence-building to draw the
right lessons from the inordinate delay incurred in
jettisoning the officials concerned.

A month ago, the Finance Minister had
promised publicly to move these men out of the
SEC in two days' time but due to some inexplicable
reasons the matter hung fire as a certain lobby
worked hard in the vicinity of decision-making
pleading for a status quo as the financial circles
watched the protraction with trepidations. The de-
lay unnecessarily paid put the finance minister's
public position and commitment to bring swift
changes in accord with the urgency of the situation
then obtaining. Since, however, the men have been
changed it does vindicate his position but at some
cost to his credibility and with an eye-opening im-
plication as to an important thing getting stuck up
through powerful lobbying.

The bottom-line expectation is that the reorgan-
ised SEC will accelerate the hurtled pace of restora-
tion of public and financial circles’ confidence in
the management and operation of our boyrses duly
beefed up by the early recommendations of the in-
quiry committee.

Arsenic Worry

Arsenic contamination is undoubtedly a grave
threat now looming over our health sector. Al-
ready alarming predictions have been aired about
the extent of arsenic contamination in Bangladesh
specially, in the rural and areas adjoining West
Bengal of India. An arsenic expert from across the
border recently hinted the possibility of arsenic-
contaminated population in Bangladesh being in
the range of thirty to fifty millions.

This feartul image has received a welcome blow

of sorts by the World Health Organisation (WHO)
representative in Bangladesh. Talking to a news

agency yesterday, Dr Wit Hardjotanojo was of the
opinion that the number of affected population
might not be as high as given by some sources. This
surely comes to serve as a relief in our panicky
preparation to court an imminent public health
disaster though by no stretch of imaginatiod
should it imply our dropping the guard against the
hazard.

Truth perhaps lies between the two rather con-
trary views on Bangladesh's arsenic situation. And
the more pertinent and significant part of Dr Hard-
jotanojo's evaluation is that it is not an overnight
development and calls for an analysis in a com-
prehensive manner.

This is exactly the area where the government
attitude is falling short of public expectatiori.
There is a growing sense of realisation that gov-
ernment’'s health department is perhaps yet to
grasp the gravity of the situation.

[t is about time the government, more specifi-
cally the health ministry made a proper assess-
ment of the arsenic reality in Bangladesh and
came loud and clear with ils steps to combat it. By
now people are more or less in possession of the in-
formation that arsenic problem is not something
to be bottled and thrown into the Bay in a day. No
one is expecting the government to come up with a
formula of nine day wonder. But an, etfective, vi-
able and sustainable approach to fight the problem
is definitely sought now.

Clamping the Joints

Rajuk has taken a laudable step to stave oft
building free-falls and collapses germane to the
dangerously sloppy and amateurish construction
plans we have woken up to lately. It has enlisted
800 engineers, architects and draftsmen and 212
consultancy firms as authorised agents for draw-
ing up building plans for the public before these are
put up to Rajuk for its final approval. That such a
basic sateguard on the procedure was so far miss-
ing, does very little credit to the city development
authority's image, let alone the surprises many of
the existing buildings could spring to it owing to
the seminal planning lapses stuccoed in the con-
structions.

Much as we are relieved by the procedural
streamlining envisaged by Rajuk, we have two spe-
cific suggestions to make nonetheless by way of en-
suring that the purpose for which the enlisting is
being made is fulfilled.

We are anxiously looking forward to precautions
being taken against corruption, nepotism and
favouritism in the matter of selecting firms or oth-
erwise choosing individual engineers, architects
or draftsmen as authorised construction planners.
In fact, we would like the whole enlistment proce-
dure to be made public by Rajuk which badly needs

recording its commitment to transparency on this
score.

OON after the assumption
S of the office of the Presi-

dent Shahabuddin Ah-
med made himsell brutally
frank in giving his opinion
regarding a number of
important national issues of
the country. One of these is ob-
viously the issue of student pol-
itics on the campus.

On 9 January, 1997, the Vice-
Chancellors ol nine universi-
ties met the President and made
a request to him. According to
The Daily Star the VCs request
the President to : "Advice politi-
cal parties to de-link student
fronts’.

While there is no denial that
the VCs have earnestly made

this request, the most nagging
uestion is whether they have
iscussed and analysed stu-

dent politics and other relevant
issues among themselves before
making their request, | fully
share their concern for the uni-
versities. They know that these
institutions are financed by the
government. As such, if not for
any other reason but for the fi-
nancial factor, they are ac-
countable to the government
through the L:;laélm::]lur for the
oulput produc y these hiicr
rtnﬁ}re&pnf education. The dete-
riorating situation of the aca-
demic institutions of the coun-
try has made all of us concerned
about their future. The VCs be-
ing the full-time principal aca-
demic and executive officers of
these institutions are only ex-
Fected to show their concern
ike any other responsible citi-
zen of the country.

There are a number of rea-
sons that are held responsible
for the worsening of publicly
funded universities. Many both
within and outside the univer-
sities believe that student poli-
tics is one of the major factors
responsible for this. There is
hardly anything about its role
in and contribution to campus
violence that can be contested
by any conscious citizen of the
couintry. Bul before taking any
decision regarding student poli-
tics a number of related issues
should be carefully analysed.
The concepts of university,
higher education and the role of
the various play-
ers/participants in the func-
tioning and administration of
the universities should be sub-
jected to a fresh scrutinity in
the context of a modern
sovereign country.

It is my firm belief that the
only and sole goal of a univer-
sity is to produce good human
beings. Only they can help pro-
motion and growth of the soci-
ety in the true sense of the term.
The finance, management, ad-
ministration, research and
teaching at the universities are
meant to provide the best pos-
sible education to our children.
The universities are supposed to

be the factories for producing

the highest level manpower
both in the physical and moral
SEnses.

The societies and universi-
ties cf other countries in this
region of the world are in a
great race Lo catch up with the

rowing requirements of the
ast-moving world. Unfortu-
nately even after 25 years of our
independence, we have in prac-
tice miserably failed to define
the role and jurisdiction of the
universities in independent
Bangladesh.

Dr A K Monaw-war Uddin Ahmad explores the ground and basis of request of the Vice-

Chancellors to the President for de-linking politics from students as well as the

universities.
What is really needed is a
comprehensive of re-

forms to improve the situa-
tions. It is, therefore, necessary
to chalk out an elaborate action
programme to save the univer-
sities from further deteriora-
tion.

With this end in view | would
like to make the following
submission. First, it must be
appreciated that the contribu-
tion of the student politics in
Language Movement of 1952,

pular upsurge of 1969 and
Elnberauﬂn ovement of 1971 is
tremendous. That student poli-
tics in the colonial period
played a vital role in the politi-
cal and social movement of the
country is an admitted fact. It
is, however, also an objective
fact that in this process the
normal academic life at the
universities were seriously dis-
rupted. In the '60s, '70s and
more so in the '80s, the student

litics turned into armed vio-
ences. At times, this led to a
situation where the university
family in general and students
in particular felt highly Inse-
cured. For all practical pur-
poses, it has seriously under-
mined the whole moral basis of
higher education.

It is in this context that we
are to take the most painful de-
cision and perhaps conduct the
most complicated social surgi-

this University.

Students absenting them-
selves from their classes on the
days of strike will be liable to
forfeiture of their scholarships

and stipends.

Article 7 : No of the
students of the U ty other
than the meetings or by
the University or by different

Departments of the University
or by the students Unions
recognised by the University,

be held in any part of
University without the previous

ssion of the Proctor. No
demonstration shall be organ-
ised within any part of the Uni-
versity.

A student found guilty of vio-
lation of the provisions of this
section will be liable to pun-
ishment up to expulsion from
the University.

For a proper interpretation
it is also nece to read arti-
cle 5{iv) (P. 25). It is also repro-
duced here

Article 5 [iv) :

No clubs, societies or stu-
dents organisation other than
recognised unions or associa-
tions shall be allowed to be
formed. No parties or enter-
tainments shall be held within
the premises of the university
nor shall a student play musi-
cal instrument or use a loud
speaker in the University
premises during University

What is really needed is a comprehensive pack

cal operations. At present. we
have a democratic government
where the Parliament is the ul-
timate guardian of the society.
How long shall we waste our
time, energy and resources
staging war against each other
on the streets? Let there be all
debates and discussions in the
parliament and let our children
receive the best ble educa-
tion. This is not a question of
framing new laws to ban stu-
dent politics in order to bring
healthy and peacefully aca-
demic environment at the uni-
versities,

Many think that our laws
are too liberal and that it per-
mits all these violences. It may
be noted here that they are
sadly mistaken. A careful anal-

sis of the relevant sections of

haka University Ordinances
and tions (as amended u
to June, 1986) makes it cryst
clear that there is no dearth of
laws in this respect. The procto-
rial ordinances of Chapter VIII

of DU, The Calendar Part-Il.
( 23 to 26) are sufficient to
ne the role of student poli-
tics at DU. For correct appreci-
ation the articles 6 and 7 (PP.
25-26) are reproduced here In its
entirely : _

Article 6 : No student of the
University individually or col-
lectively shall declare a "strike"
of the University students nor
shall a student prevent another
student of the University from
attending the University
classes. Laboratories and Li-
brary.

A student found guilty of vio-
lation of the provisions of this
section will be liable to pun-
ishment up to expulsion from

dication that for the na-
tional welfare we not
our children into poli-
tics? 1 am cmﬂnum thm?;gthc
only morally jus is
to our ) s and girls en-
En ed in studies, character-
uilding and career develop-
ment. They will get plenty of
time to do politics after finish-
ing their studies, if some of
them are interested in tics.
Therefore, what is n is a
consensus rather a national
consensus on the issue of stu-
dent politics.

Do we want our children to
study at the university or not?
If we want education for our
children, then all of us must
agree and bring an end to stu-
dent politics on the campus
once and for all. Two simple
steps are neces in this re-
spect: 1) political parties will

serve their student leaders in
their main party forums and
close the activity of student
politics, and ii) the university
administration will implement
the proctorial ordinance rather
rigorously. If all concerned
players/agents work on these
two matters with sincerity and
dedication, there is no valid
reason as to why we should not
be able to bring healthy envi-
ronment on the campus.

However, there is a big 'but’
in it. Why should the students

this article says that a panel is
to be nominated by the Senate.
But in practice this has turned
into a fullfled election con-
test between two major po-
litical parties of the country.
The politics of the teachers of
Dhaka University to a large ex-
tent centres around this elec-
tion of the Vice-Chancellor. The
teachers of the University are
divided into three groups, blue,
white and pink. Blue is identi-
fied as a pro-Awami League
group while white is considered
as a pro-BNFP/Jamaat group.
These two are the dominant

roups at the University of
E)haka. There are teachers who

are also d involved in the
activities of the political par-
ties.

The University Senate func-
tions like political party plat-
form. We have seen that Vice-
Chancellors chosen th the

resent system work like
eaders. They are certainly the
victims of the process of selec-
tion and the built-in-defect of
the process is that they are
rather forced to work like that
however earnest they might be.
Our students these days also
identify us as belonging to a
group and or a rty. Many
teachers are found not to carry
out their normal statutory re-
sponsibilities of teaching and
supervision of students prop-

hours without the previous
permission of the Proctor.
A breach of this rule will be
treated as breach of discipline.
It appears to me that a
proper interpretation of the
roctorial ordinances of the
niversity of Dhaka certainl
makes it clear that student poli-
tics is illegal according to the
written provisions of the law of
this university. Application of
these ordinances would mean
that the university authorities
cannot even hold a meeting
with the different students or-
ganisations now working as
students organs of different po-
litical parties of the country.
Notwithstanding all the written
provisions of law, it is an irony
of the fate that VCs hold meet-
ings with them. My understand-
ing of the law is that it is not

only illegal but also highly
immoral. But I would like not to
give too much emphasis on le-
%a.] aspects. What is important
or us is to change our attitude.
A VC alone cannot change the
fate of a university. We can,
however, ask leading politi-
cians of the different parties,
articularly former student
ﬁ.adm. whether they would en-
courage their own children to be
ed in student politics. In
these days | have not come
across any one of them in stu-

dent politics.
If student politice were so
ood and beneficial for the na-

on, then the former student
leaders should now involve
their own children in student
politics. 1 believe that all of
them prefer to keep their own
children at a safe distance from
student politics. Is it not an in-

particularly student leaders lis-
ten to us? Prophet Mohammed
(SM) first himself gave up eat-
ing sweets and then advised the
son of a lady to up sweets. [t
is only natural lfor the students
to ask the teachers to give up
politics. It is widely held that if
not the only factor but certainly
one of the major factors re-
sponsible for the deterioration
ol the university is the politics
of the teachers. Many, of course,
without going through the de-
tailed provisions of the Dhaka
University Order 1973 believe
that it has given a complete li-
cense to the teachers.

On the contrary, the Dhaka
University Order 1973 and its
various statutes have clearly
defined our duties and respon-
sibilities. The university ad-
ministration is run by ditferent
badies where there are effective
representations of the teachers.
It must be recognised that the
university teachers dominate
the formal bodies like Syndi-
cate, Senate, Academic Council
and Finance Committee, There
are provisions of elections to
these bodies.

The Dhaka University Order
1973 has also made a provision
for choosing a VC from a panel
of three persons nominated b
the Senate. Thus article 11 (i
(page 10) says: "the Vice-Chan-
cellor shall be appointed by the
Chancellor for a period of four
years from a panel of three per-
sons to be nominated by the
Senate on such terms and con-
ditions as may be determined

the Chancellor and shall be
eligible for re-appointment for
a further period of four years."

One must see carefully that

age of reforms to improve the situation. It is, therefore,
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erly. In this situation unless the
teachers give up doing group
and national politics, how can
we expect that students will lis-
ten to our advice. If the house of
the University is to be brought
under order, five steps should be
undertaken immediately on an
urgent basis:

1) the teachers must perform
their duties according to article
42(1) [pages 105-106) of the First
Statutes of the Dhaka Univer-
sity. For a correct appreciation
this is reproduced in its en-
tirety:

Article 42(1)—

The duties of the Universit
teachers shall include the fol-
lowing:

(a) to teach the students by
means of lectures, tutorials,

discussion, seminars, demon-
strations. etc:

(b) to conduct, guide and su-
pervise research;

(c) to maintain con-
tact with the students, give
them individual guidance and
supervise their extra-curricular
activities,

(d) to assist the authorities
in preparing courses and syl-
labi, in conducting examina-
tion, in organising libraries,
laboratories and other curricu-
lar and extra-curricular activi-
ties of the University and its
departments, colleges and other
institutions; and |

(e} to perform such other
functions and duties as are as-
signed to them by the VC.

(ii) The present system of the
election of a panel of three per-
sons for appointment as VC
must be dro )ped Thus article
11(1) (page 10) of Dhaka Univer-
sity Order 1973 must be

Why Should the Students Listen?

cha . In opinion the VC
should be ted directly

the C and be account-
able only to him. The Chancel-

lor may seek the advice of a
search committee. If this is

adopted, much of the t
feachies would be min-
imised. service conditions
nfth.a thf,{ vC uhm.l:i{ E uﬁﬂm‘ to

tol a e Supreme
Court. ‘lJnL::gemuld give him
greater freedom to run the ad-
ministration as per rules and

tions.

i) mdzmt:achﬂs ::Illll.:llt also
give u _ or na-
ﬁnnalppnliﬁcagrn:ltplw campus.
We have lost much of our

pres-
tige and dignity. Let there be
only one identity of us, i.e. we

are only teachers to our stu-
dents. are people for do-
ing national tics. Let them

specialise in their area and let
us concentrate on our profes-
sion. Unless we can make our-
selves the moral guardians of
the students and teach them
properly and effectively, they
will not listen to us.

iv] 1 have already mentioned
that Article 11(1) 10) of
Dhaka University er 1973

should be changed. For a proper
of an autonomous

university, a few other provi-
sions should also be reformed.
The root cause of the politics of
the teachers is the present sys-
tem of election to various bod-
ies of the university. In my
judgment the election system
should be completely dr
from the constitution o
University.

vl The Chancellor is an ap-
pellate authority of the Univer-
sity. The President is the Chan-

or of DU. In a jud t de-
livered by the ate Divi-
sion of the Supreme Court in
1992, it has been ruled that this
appellate authority is an effec-
tive statutory for us. But
we all know that the Chancel-
lor's office is not an indepen-
dent office to dispose of appeal
matters independently. By the
implication of the 12th
Amendment of the Constitu-
tion, the Chancellor's office is
only a rubber stamp. 1 belleve
that the Chancellor's office
should be made an independent
one and it should have a -

the

rate secretariat. The mere fact
that all University matters are
processed through the Ministry

of Education and office of the
Prime Minister is a sufficient
roof that the Chancellor's of-
ce is not in a position to work
as an in t office. Many
appeal petitions have taken
and in most cases without
any relief. Therefore, it ni: ::l’m
necessary to make provisions
of law so that the President can
work as an effective Chancellor
and he must have a separate
Chancellor's Secretariat to deal
with university problems.
Having said all these, we
must bear in mind that putti
the universities of ades
in t order would be a stu-
péndous job. We all need to
c our attitude and confine
ourselves within our own ju-
risdiction. Before stu-
dents to give up politics we
should correct o ves, i.e. we
should give up politics.

The writer is Professor of
Economics and former Dean,
Faculty of Social Sciences,
University of Dhaka.

Facing the Reality, Not Political Gimmicks, Please

Hmmmﬁﬁchnnmﬁheymahm;mﬁgﬁtﬁ&gﬁrth&mm when they use the people who make the

T was 1984. | was visiting -

Canada, the beautiful

maple-leal country, on a
government invitation as a Dag
Hammarskjold scholar of the
United Nations Correspon-
dents' Association.

As | disembarked in Ottawa
from a Fokker F-27 aircraft of
the small "Pilgrim Airlines”
after a brief journey from New
York, snow flakes and fresh air
welcomed me and three other
scholars from Latin American
and Africa. We started to take as
much of the fresh air as possi-
ble after getting to 'paradise'
fromi the 'New York-hell' made
worse by smog.

However, that experience
was briel. As | placed my pass-
port on the immigration offi-
cer's desk, he gave a glance,
pressed a bell and said: "Ohl
Bangladesh!" A senior immi-
gration officer then escorted me
to his room and asked "why I
was in Canada’.

Since he did not bother to
open the passport to check the
visa category (V-1/MULTIPLE).,
I decided to find out what was
my offence. | explained | was in
New York and thought would
spend part of the Easter holi-
days in this beautiful country. |
had enough to feed and house
myself.

“Which places will you be go-
ing?" I answered: "To beautitul
and professionally useful des-
tinations.” Few more gues-
lions... but my passport re-
mained on the table. Then en-
tered the external affairs min-
istry protocol officer who
wanted to know why was | beh?
held up as the other three ha

majority of the population for their own selfish goals? I am sure I will never get an answer to th'is.

@ N FOOL'S PARADISE?

finished their airport formali-
ties and, perhaps, waiting to
grab some dinner.

The protocol officer was em-
barrassed and apologised to me
for the incident along with the
immigration officer, but added:
"You know we have many
Bangladeshis staying here ille-
gally. We have to be careful." |
replied:"All apples in the basket
are not rotten and the visa sta-
tus should have been checked.”
“Why didn't you tell me you are
our guest?” the Immigration of-
ficer asked. | only said: "l have
valid documents and you
should have checked it and
should not be phobic about the

een rt.
& weﬁ. hello Canada! Of course
}_h;: rest of I:he trip was wonder-
ul. But why is the green pass-
port so much unliked. Over the
next few days. I learned how:
much people knew and what the
%eneral people thought about

angladesh.

To most, it is unknown and
to some, "a part of India.” Those
who knew the exact location of
Bangladesh described it as a
nation of political turmoil,
natural calamities and the

or,

After 25 years, the political
bickering continues. Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina is be-
ing threatened regularly by the
chief of the main opposition
Bangladesh Nationalist party
of a "greater and tougher
movement" if the government
did not heed to her party de-

mands.

Indeed. the opposition’s duty
is to correct the government
and not to push the country to-
wards fresh anarchy. Begum
Zia had herself criticised when
Sheikh Hasina was leading the
two-year anti-BNP government
campaign in almost on the
same tone, and I for one, keep
on hoping she would set a new
trend in Bangladesh's "weird"
politics. I hope she will.

True. we cannot help our-
selves if natural calamily
strikes the country, but we can
end political bickerings on
"non-issues” and help erase the
words "poor or impoverished"
that are so commonly used to
described my Bangladesh.

If there is a street campaign,
the politicians must ensure
they have their own children
and their friends on the streets.
They must remain on the fornt-
line to shed blood for paving
their peers to go to power, defi-
nitely not those like Noor Hos-
sain or others. Like the blood of
the s of the Independence
War, their blood was yet to be
honoured.

The media and all who see
developments from a different
platform must start a campaign
that politicians and their fami-
lies should lead any street agi-

tation. They must be the ones to
throw stones and take the police
batton charges. If that happens,
only then the su]ﬂpnrters will
join. Of course, they have an
advantage. The supporters are
either uneducated or cash
strapped. In the first case, they
believe what is told, because
they do not have the capability
of differentiating right from
wrong. In the second case,
poverty forces them to sell

- themselves possibly for a mere

20 1o 50 takas.

How can politicians say they
are always fighting for the
country, when they use the peo-
ple who make the majority of
the population for their own
selfish goals? I am sure I will
never get an answer to this.

Begum Zia for the second
time had to face embarrass-
ment after questioning Nepal
and Bhutan's status as an inde-

endent country since early

arch 1996. It was Bhutan that
she had compared with Sikkim,
and this time, reportedly, said
the sub-regional cooperation
proposed by India would un-
dermine Bangladesh's indepen-
dence and "treat us as nations
like Bhutan and Nepal.”

The Nepalese envoy here
sent a protest letter to her say-
ing that Kathmandu was

"deeply hurt” by her comments
which had cast "serious asper-
sions on the status of Nepal.”

She earlier, descri this as
an "evil design" by big neigh-
bour and The Daily Star quoted
her as saying. "India would ul-
timately turn the three other
members of the proposed sub-
regional group — Bangladesh,
Nepal and Bhutan — into its
provinces.”

But so far her comments got
claps only from her supporters,
not those who understand the
issue and have considered Be-
gum Zia's statements as a part
of continued "anti-Indian pos-

~ tures” for political gains.

How does Bangladesh be-
come an Indian province? | am
not too clear if she meant India
would invade Bangladesh or
that Sheikh Hasina would sign
"sale deed papers.”

India is already here for
many years by capturing our
market and destroying our in-
dustries. Well, why did not we
stop that?

The issue of transit. too, has
fallen flat with Asian Devel-
opment Bank making it clear
that the Asian Highway project
was accepted by her BNP gov-
ernment as the planning
started when Bangladesh was
still a part of Pakistan. Some
time in the late 1980s, | wrote a
story on the Asian Highway and
was told by Roads and High-
ways officials that only patches
were left, with Myanmar re-
maining a problem,

Of course, our politicians
can travel far and wide, on
pleasure trips or for treatment,

by air whenever they want. But,
most of the ple with whoin
they build momentary raﬂp-nrt
for street agitations or those
who suffer the consequences of
such incidents, cannot afford
air travel. The Asian Highway
or the so-called "transit route to
India” would open doors for a
large chunk for those "lovin
people” to also travel far an
wide.

We walk with our heads
when our national leaders are
respected for their words and
deeds by friends abroad, not
when they make impolite
comments.

To conclude, 1 will go back to
Canada. During a breakfast
meeting with Canadian diplo-
mats, who had been b in
South-Asia, one of them said
"Canada sleeps in the lap of an
elephant — the United States of
America. If the elephant is dis-
turbed in its sleep, a part of
Canada gets crushed. Why go for
that? Instead, we have built a
relation that is bonded by un-
derstanding and beneficial to
both the sides.”

Bangladesh and India can be
compared with Canada and the
US respectively. If "pro-India
postures” bring good to the na-
tion, then what seems to be the
problem? We are patriots, We
will always safeguard our inde-
pendence, liberty and interest,
white maintaining good ties
with our giant "elephant”
neighbour, Lel us lace Lthe real-

ity.
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Sir,
Constitution says : "Subject to
any reasonable restrictions
imposed by law in the public in-
terest, every citizen shall have
the right to move freely
throughout Bangladesh."

Do we really move freely
throughout the coun Do we
really have freedom of move-
ment in our country?

Most of our people travel
from one place to another by
road, railway, waterway and by
air. But most of the time our
people are stranded and fall vic-
tim to transport strikes, traffic
jams, non-operation of ferries,
dislpute over collection of ill
toll/taxes and holding of agita-
tions, meetings and rallies by

Article 36 of our -

different political parties.
We wonder which authori
— the Ministry 0
Communications, Ministry of
Home Affairs, Bangladesh
Secretariat, Prime Minister's
Secretariat or the Leader of the
Opposition's office — is respon-
sible for upholding and imple-
menting Article 36 of our
Constitution and to ensure

freedom of movement in the

country?

The communication and
transportation are getting from
bad to worse day by day. It ap-
pears that there exist no law,
order and discipline. These are
in complete chaos. We also ob-
served that public roads and
highways are openly en-
croached upon and unlawfully

occupied by many shopkeepers,

hawkers and vendors. Further,
our public leaders hold public
meetings and cultural functions
blocking the roads. We fail to
understand the justification on
the part of our government to
spend crores of Taka from our
public exchequer on construc-
tion, repair and maintenance of
these roads when there is no
freedom of movement.

O H Kabir

6, Hare Street,

Wari, Dhaka-1203

Thank you, Mr
President

Sir, According to comments
in a section of the Press, it ap-
pears that the President of

Bangladesh played a significant

background role in brin._,[f,lng the
major opposition party back to
the JS [parliament), after the
belligerent attitude of the party
in power threatening to go for
the by-elections. Good that il
was possible lo maintain the
sanctity of the Ramzan.

The President acted as the
third recognisable force. There
should be other lobbies in the
society to exert moral pressure
on the two major political par-
ties to be more reconciliatory
for the sake of the r nation
being milked dry for half a
cenlury.

A Relieved Citizen
Dhaka

Free education.....
But....

Sir. The State Minister For
Jute and Textiles A K Faezul

Huq. while addressing a prize
distribution ceremony at a city
school recently., said that the

government was contemplating
on free education for girls up to
Class XII

The plan to introduce free
education for girls up to inter-
mediate level. when imple-
mented. would definitely vield a
positive result in respect of or
ganising our women into pro
ductive manpower

But | thinﬁ(,)ln“lnrr* launching
such programme. Lthe curricu
lum of both SSC and HSC levels
should be reviewed and revised
According to an estimate

(GOB/UNDP/WB; 1994), as on
December 31. 1993, out of the
11.2 million unemployed in the
country. 3.92 million are edu-
cated between SSC and HSC.
This figure suggests that the ed-
ucational foundation and
strength of the SSC and HSC
graduates are incompatible
with our employment market.

Hence my suggestion is Lo in-
troduce more practical course
curriculum empahslising on
agriculture, food processing and
preservation. cottage industry.
textile and other related areas.

M Zahidul Haque
Bangladesh Agricultural In

stitule
Sher-¢-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka
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