DHAKA MONDAY, JANUARY 20, 1997

Aman paddy procurement drive in

Natore may end in fiasco

From M A Ali Himu

NATORE, Jan 19: Aman paddy procurement drive in the district is about to end in a
fiasco due to whimsical attitude of officials of the food department.

Not a single grain of aman paddy or rice has been purchased at some food godowns
in the district so far.

The food de ment has fixed the purchasing target of aman paddy and rice in the
district at 1500 metric tons which is 'very disappointing for a region like Natore in
North where like every year aman paddy is produced in surplus quantity. The places
where output of aman is said to be very are Gurudaspur, Boraigram and Shingra
thanas under the country's greatest Chalan beel areas.

According to official sources, a total of 750 metric tons of aman paddy and another
750 metric tons of aman rice will be purchased from six thanas of the district.

Of these targetted figures — 200 metric tons of aman padd¥ and 200 metric tons of
rice will be collected from Shingra thana, 150 metric tons of paddy and 150 metric
tons of rice from Gurudaspur thana and 100 metric tons of paddy and 100 metric tons
of rice will be purcha from each thanas of Boraigram, Bagatipara, Lalpur and
sadar.

During this season, about 87,000 metric tons of aman paddy have been produced in
the district. culture Extension Department sources said. :

But, the food dcjmrtmenl has reportedly settled the target to procure nnIJ' 1.725
cent of aman paddy and rice from total output from six thanas of the district this

ar.
£ Where as, from other thanas of some neighbo districts, the food departments
are collecting a huge quantity of aman rice and paddy which is much more than that
bd{rl% collected from six thanas of Natore district.

e food de t has targetted to procure 2000 metric tons of aman paddy and
rice from Nachol thana alone of Chapainawabganj this year. Whereas, the
department last year had fixed it's target to procure 2,104 metric tons of paddy and
rice from the five thanas of Chapainawabganj district.

On the other hand, only 1. metric tons of aman paddy and rice has been target-
ted to be collected from six thanas of Natore district this reason as against about 7,
metric tons of aman paddy and rice targetted last season.

The t had also been able to achieve target to purchase 12,250 metric tons
of paddy and rice from the district during last IRRI-Boro procurement drive.

The growers are not getting fair prices at open markets as smaller quantity of the
total produced aman dy are bein% urchased by the government.

The food department in Dhaka this year settled the countrywide aman ]i:mr::urc-
ment target upto thana levels that is being considered as the cause of the problem.

Millers of the district are also sufferers of this problem. They are fearing that they
may have to incur a huE: loss as the %luve.rnment allocation for the millers for boiling
rice this year is not sufficiently in goo tlluanut}r.

The government procurement rate of aman paddy and rice have been fixed this

year at Taka 670 and Taka 1050 per quintal respectively. So. according to

calculation, aman paddy and rice are being purchased at Taka 250 and Taka 393 per
maund with 14 per cent moisture.

But. the coarse aman paddy is selling in most markets of the district between Tk
190 and Tk 215 per maund. The fine quality of aman paddy has been selling between
Tk 210 and Tk Egg per maund. However, the prices of coarse and fine quality of aman
rice are between Tk 335 and Taka 350 per maund.

There appears little hope of any appreciable change of the prices as the government
procurement drive has not been geared up to full swing as Jﬁ_et.

The aman procurement drive has been started with effect from last December 01
and expected to be concluded on Janua.g' 31.

The district food office sources said that they have purchased only 98.35 metric
tons of aman paddy and 256.88 metric tons of rice till January 13.

Of these purchased paddy and rice, 65.24 metric tons of paddy and 22.64 metric
tons of rice has been collected from Sadar thana, 9.8 metric tons of paddy and 194
metric tons of rice from Shingra, 0.28 metric tons of paddy and 40.24 metric tons of
rice from Haﬁtipara* 2.1 metric tons of paddy from Gurudaspur, 19.46 metric tons of

addy from Boraigram and 1.47 metric tons of aman paddy has been collected from
falpur thana. Aman rice procurement at Gurudaspur and Boraigram thana is yet to be
started because of meddling of local MP of the area, it is alleged.

Not a e grain of rice has been purchased at Lalpur thana as yet.

When asked about the cause of dissatisfactory picture of aman procurement drive,
inspite of fixing such ‘poor’ target. the District Controller of Food (DCF) told The Daily
Star that millers of the district are showing less interest to sell aman paddy and rice
to the LSD godowns as much less quantity of allocation were given to selected 92
millers. Where as, there are 314 licensed mills in the district.

The DCF added that the growers are also avoiding selling of their aman paddy to
the LSD godowns due to non-availability of necessary quantities of gunny-bags and
comparatively high rate of ng cost.

On the other hand, the DCF mentioned that in most cases, supply of paddy is
rejectcdngﬁ the godown officials as the quality of paddy. the farmers wﬂfing to sd{ is
not so good.

The growers are reluctant to supply their aman crops to government godowns as
most of them do not prefer to receive payment through the banks which, according to
them, is both time-consuming and troublesome. |

There are allegations that sometimes, the godown officials take away 10
kilograms excess rice per maund from the growers on the plea of excessive moisture.

ﬁe official sources added that in Natore district, capacity of godowns are 7.500
metric tons of food grains. There are seven LSD godowns in the district under food
department. At present, there are total of 1,500 metric tons of food grains, some
drums and gunny-bags in the seven LSD godowns in the district.

Nine injured in | |
two separate

incidents

From Our Correspondent

GAIBANDHA, Jan 19; Nine
persons including a woman, UP
member received injuries in
two separate incidents over the
issue of disputed immovable
pro in Sunderganj thana
wit the last week. :

In first incident, a long-
standing disagreement devel-
oped between Anwar Hossain
and Rafiqul Islam of village
Dakahin Sreepur under Sun-

erganj thana over the posses-
sion of a disputed pond. On
January 13 qul Islam to-
gether with some other fellows
attacked the house of victim
Anower Hossain. They started
beating the inmates of house. At
one stage when wife of victim
Monowera m, an UP mem-
ber of Sreepur union and two
other inmates came to resist the
miscreants they severely in-

jured her. Fourigther. members | .| .,
sustairjed sgnigus jihjuries. { o §§
The were remoted to| |

Gail:?andha sadar to Gaibandha
sadar hospital. The condition
of UP member Monowera, Raja
Mandol and Yiahea Mandol are
still critical.

In another incident,
persons of a family
injuries when rival up at-
tacked them with d:adlﬁ
weapons. The incident too
place on January 12. On the day
victim Anower Hossain of vil-

five
sustained

TANGAIL: The construction works of Jamuna Multipurpose Bridge (JMB) progressing
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lage Purbo Sonaray under Sun-
derganj thana cut down a bam-
boo from a disputed land which
was atrungltﬁ protested by the
owner of the disputed land,
Abed Ali.

~ Soon the situation turmed

Boy murdered
in Rajshahi

From Our Correspondent

Urea fertilizer crisis
in Gaibandha

Rajshahi under
grip of cold spell

RAJSHAHI., Jan 19: Ra-
jshahi region was now under
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JAMALPUR : Unabated ersiun ﬁ

.........

e

T
- o

T T R e
LA e s
e i

the river Jamuna near B

ghat in the dis-
— Star photo

ahadurabad

Ban on use of wood 1n

brick kilns defied

CHAPAINAWABGANJ. Jan
19: Wood is being burnt at ran-
dom in most of the brick-kilns
of the district. Fuel-wood is be-
ing sold at high rates. As a re-
sult, garden owmners are selling
their mango trees. The kiln

dnly van of
C’nawabganj PO
out of order

From Our Correspondent

CHAPAINAWABGANJ, Jan
19: The only mail-van of Cha-
painawabganj Post Office re-
mains out of order for several
years.

It is known, the van was
supplied to Chapainawabganj
Post Office for mailing pur-
poses. But the van was never
used, it is alleged. As o result the
van has gone out of order. On
the other hand. the peons are
delivering letters on foot. Ac-
cording to the observers. the
concerned higher authorities
should look after the matter
and take necessary action
against these responsible for
dlamaﬂinﬂ the government vehi-
cle.

From Our Correspondent

owners have been burning wood
without any hesitation f{rom
the very beginning ol the dry
season allegedly through un
holy alliance with the con-
cerned authorities,

Brick-field and brick-kiln
owners use wood instead of coal
for baking bricks every vyear.
This phenomenon goes on at
random. Last year the Thana
Nirbahi Officer (TNO) of
Nawabganj Sadar thana, mak-
ing a surprise visil to some
brick-kilns saw stocks ol wood
[or burning and recommended
to. the they Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) for taking necessary
action against the brick kiln
owners. But for some 'unknown
reason. no acltion was taken. As
a result, this year also they
have begun burning wood at the
brick Kilns at randoni.

Besides. a remarkable numn-
ber of kilin owners bake bricks
without any licence. Not only
that they are making brick-
kilns here and there without
caring a little for the environ-
ment. It is alleged that innu-
merable brick-kilns have been
constructed in and around the
mango ol chards at Shibganj.
According to the observers, the
iz ol maneoes are becoming

little due to this phenomenon. .

In order to check the envi-
ronmental pollution and also
lo save governnmenl revenue
immediate action by the con-

cerned higher authorities is
ecessary.

263 1llegal arms
recovered from
Khulna last year

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA. Jan 19. Khulna
Metropolitan Police [KMP) re-
covered a total of 263 unautho-
rised lirearms during last one
year from different places of the
city. Pipeguns are outnumber-
ing the recovered firearms, said
KMP source. Most of the
firearms were found aban-
doned. the source said.

The recovered illegal
firearms include four rifles. one
sawed-oll rifle, five SBL gun,
two DBL guns. three home-made
guns, lour sawed-off guns. eight
home-made revolvers, 15 for-
eign revolvers, five home-made
pistols. five foreign pistols, one
toy pistol. five shutter guns and
205 pipeguns

==

Tender Naotice No. 3/96-97

~ Gaibandha Pourashava

Secondary Towns Infrastructure Development Project-Ii

Project Implementation Unit (PIU)
Infrastructures Implementation Section (IIS)

Re-Tender Notice

The Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh has received a u:r-zi-dit from Asian
Development Bank under ADB Loan No. 1376 BAN(SF) towards the cost of the Secondary

Dated: 12.1.97

Towns Infrastructure Development Project-11 for 21 (Twenty-one) Pourashava, namely

Bagerhat, Barisal, Brahmanbaria, Chandpur, Chapainawabganj. Comilla, Fardipur, Jamalpur.
Tessore, Thenidah, Madaripur, Magura, Munshigan), Natore, Nc:-lakhulii Razbari, Rangamati, |
Sirajganj, Tangail, Thakurgaon & Gaipandha. The undersigned mtends o n}.c up under the
same loan different types of works as shown below under the 1996-97 implementation

programme, scaled tenders for implementation of the works are hereby mvited in Banglu_d-._:sh
Form No. 2911 from the st Class Contractors of Gaibandha Pourashava & Pre-qualified

into a clash following exchange
of hot words. The other mem-
bers while encountering the sit-
uation were also injured.

Total five members of the
same family sustained injuries
and they were admitted to Sun-
derganj health complex. The
separate cases were filed.

Loadshedding
PDB engineer

assaulted 1n
Nalchhiti

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL. Jan 19 ; The Resi-
dent Engineer [RE) of PDB of
Nalchhiti thana was allegedly
assaulted by some local people

this morning.

Witnesses said, a group of
people brought out a procession
at about 11 am protesting ir-
regular power supply at Nalch-
hiti. They ghera%ﬂ-ﬁ the local
PDB office and pelted brick
bats. At one stage, they as-
saulted Nazrul Islam, RE.

Soon after the incident po-
lice went to the spot and
brought the situation under
control.

Later the 'Nagarik Commit-
tee’ of Barisal gave an ultima
tum to the PDB demanding reg-
ular power supply in the town.
otherwise they would stop pay-
ment of eleciric bills.

The ‘'Power Consumers
Samity of Barguna district’ also
bro t out a procession de-

manding regular power supply
yesterday. The angry people

also gheraoed the PDB office at
Banaripara.

Works of Shibgan]
stadium going on
in full swing
From Our Correspondent

CHAPAINAWABAGANJ, Jan

19: The construction of Shib-
ganj stadium at the cost of Tk 2

crore and 4 lakh has been going

on in full swing.

It is known,
has been _
acres of land. Shi

this stadium

and the rest had to be bought
from the adjacent gardens at a
cost of Tk 60 lakh

According

the opening ceremony of the
stadium is su to be held
in the March.

RAJSHAHI, Jan 19: A minor
bo ed about 10 was report-
E{ir killed at Kamnagar village
of Bagmara thana yesterday.

The local peo
alleged killer r

le caught the

handed whern
he was digging a grave to bury
the unfortunate boy.

According to police, some
labourers, while going across
the Lakati beel saw a man dig-
sing earth with a big bag beside
1iim. On suspicion, they chal-
lenged him and after opening
the bag, found the body of a boy.
The head and an arm were de-
tached from the body.

They took the man and the
corpse to the villagers.

The man was identified as
Abdul Khaleque, son of the late
Nanir Foujdar of the same vil-
lage while the victim was iden-
tified as Golam Mostaia, 10, the

only child of one Abdul Kader of

the neighbouring village
Saipara.
e villagers handed over

Abdul Khaleque to the Bagmara
police. A case has been filed.

The cause of the gruesome
murder was not known.

From Our Correspondent

GAIBANDHA, Jan 19: Crisis
of urea of fertilizer may hit the
ensuing IRRI-Boro crop cultiva-
tion in the district due to short

| supply.

The al'arm was ex-
pressed by the Bangladesh Fer-
tilizer Association, Gaibandha

| unit in a press briefing held at

Gaibandha public library hall
on January 13.

The allotment of fertilizer
by BCIC is not adequate com-
pared to the demand, they said.

Moreover, allotted quota of
2,684 tons of fertilizer against
Gaibandha district for the
month of December '96 is yet to
reach dealers. As a result, price
of fertilizer is continuing to in-
crease in the local market.

In Gaibandha there are 34
fertilizer dealers. Of them 14 for
Gaibandha sadar, two for
Sadullapur, 8 for Shaghata, 7
lor Gobindaganj, two for
Palashbari and one for Sunder-

ganj thana.

According to agriculture ex-
tension department. a total ol
67.650 hectare of lands have
been brought under 1RRI-Boro
cultivation in the district dur-
ing the E‘Hﬁlliﬂ%‘ Crop Sseasonmn.
Urea fertilizer has become a
common chemical.

According to farmers, they
usually use 150 kg of urea per
acre against specific dose of 80
kg. Moreover. farmers are using
excess quantity of urea in wheat
field and other crop field as well
as fish cultivation. As a result
the demand of urea is continu-
ously increasing day by day.
Urea fertilizer is being sold at
Tk 274 per 50 kg bag in the local
market.

BCIC should enhance the
quota of fertilizer lor
Gaibandha and ensure its
prompt supply to overcome the
probable crisis in the ensuing
IRRi-Boro crop seasorl.

constructed on 7
bganj Thana
Krira Parishad had only 3 acres

to an officials of
Shibganj Thana Krira Parishad

the grip of cold spell as the mer-
cury fell to six point four degree
Celsius here today. reports BSS.

The severe cold with chilly
wind virtually disrupted the
normal life in the region for the
last several days.

The city streets, hats and
bazars on the outskirts are
usually humming with activi-
ties at daytime for Eid shopping
but after sunset most of the
shopping centres and bazars
remain closed and most of the
city roads look deserted.

Tk 6 cr sanctioned |

for pry schools

works 1in Barisal

BARISAL, Jan 19: Thecr,m.r-
ernment has sanctioned Tk
65.24.28.000 for construction
and repair of 86 government
primary schools in four dis-
tricts under Barisal education
circle in the current fiscal year.
reports BSS.

The districts are: Barisal,
Jhalakati, Bhola and Pirojpur.

According to an official
source, the projects include re-
construction and repair of 61
government primary schools
and construction of 25 two-sto-
ried town primary schools with
sanitation, water supply and
electrification.

The work is being financed
by the Asian Development
Bank (ADB). Construction of 46
projects including 16 two-sto-
ried town primary schools have
already been completed and the
rest is expected to be completed
by May next, the source said.

Road mishap: Driver
killed, Australian

citizen hurt

CHITTAGONG. Jan 19: A
driver was killed and an Aus-
trallan citizen received serious
wounds when a Dhaka-bound
truck rammed a private car
from opposite direction on
Dhaka-C 11ttagmtﬁv highway
Saturday, reports UNB.

Witnesses said the mishap
occurred at Jorarganj of Mirer-
sharal thana at 1:30 pm, leav-
ing the car driver dead on the
spot.

The injured, Andrew Tam-
ber, a stafl of Liver Brothers,
was admitted to Chittagong
Medical College Hospital.

A case was filed with Mirer-

sharal police.

contractors of all the Projects under LGED having VAT Registration Certificate under the Act
of VAT Registration of Service Code 3004.00 N

Interested Contractor can obtain necessary tender documents during normal office hour on all
working days up to 28.1.97 from the office of the either (1) the Project Director, Secondary
Towns Infrastructure Development Project-11, LGED Bhaban, Agargaon, S_her—c—Bupglu Nagar,
Dhaka-1207 or (ii) Executive Engineer, LGED, Gaibandha (11I) Municipal Engineer {AEL
ESFOS. PIU, Gaibandha Pourashava (iv) Office, the Deputy Commissioner, Gaihandhu.l Dist
Gaibandha on each payment of money in the tender notice (non-refundable) after obtaming
written approval from the respective officer for purchase of tender documents on showing
documentary evidence of their contractor’s licence. Tender will be received by abovementioned

offices up to 12:00 Noon on 29.1.97. No tender will be accepted Iwynnq this tme & tender
will be opened at 12:30 PM on the same day in the presence of tenderers. al any

Interested tenderers may gather necessary informaton regarding tender & work from the

abovemontioned offices durmy norma! office hour on all the working days | ender must he

| accompanied by all relevant papers & carnest money al 2.0% (Twao point Zcro per cent) ot the

Total Price in favour of the undersigned.

VAT Registration Certificate must be enclosed along the bid both, income tax & VAT In
respect of each payment will have to be paid by the coniractor as per pnwlding rules &
regulations of the Government of Bangladesh. The authority reserves the nght to accept any
tender or reject any or all the tenders with assigning any reason thereof tenders not complying
with the stipulated conditions will be treated as non-responsive & will be rejected.

S1 | GrNo Name ol work Estimated ‘ Eamest | Cost of ("nm_ph:liun
No | Cost Tk | money tender time for work
| | document (days)
B 2 | 3 * s | 5 | e | 7
I | GBD- | Re-const of Road 333518/59 2.00% 300/- 45 days
| 1S Khankasharif 1o Rail
96001 Station by the

Bituminous Carpeting.
(Ch, O 10 9000 M, &
208.00M to 725.00M)
Efft. Length 607.00M.
| Terms & Conditions of the Tender
| 1. Tender will be summarnily rejected il
| (1) Tenderer will not sign in every page of the Tender document.
] (h} Tender is submitted without required earnest money.
| (¢c) Additional condition 1s imposed by the tenderer.
(d) Without signature for the overwriting if any.
(¢) Tender is submitted more than 5.00% less than the estimated cost.
| () Tender is submitted more than 5.00% above than the estimated cost.
| 2. VAT registration certificate to be submitted with tender. o |
| 3. Eligible contractor should be deposited 10% security money In favour of XEN, LGED,
| Gaibandha in the form of Bank Draft/Pay Order before taking Work Order.
|4 VAT & IT will be deducted from gross bill amount i.e. before deduction of salvage
| materials.
| 5. Payment will be made on the basis of availability of fund. |
6. If required, Lottery will be held on 3/2/97 at 11:00 AM at the office of the undersigned.

Executive Engineer
LGED, Gaibandha &
Head of IIS, PIU
DFP-1125-15/1 .
G-226 Gaibandha Pourashava
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