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Stormbound Pakistan

With barely two weeks to go before the general
elections, Pakistan's chronic connection with vio-
lence has undergone a fearful revival in Saturday's
bomb explosion that left 26 killed and a hundred
injured.

Although reports are yet to confirm a Shia con-
nection, the involvement of some members of the
minority group in a predominantly Sunni Pak-
istan is being widely suspected.

The trouble with Pakistan in the case of any vio-
lent outbreak is that it cannot wait to be dealt by
the law of the land. Backlashes, often of a deadlier
intensity may make a real mess of the situation.
The bomb explosion outside the Lahore Sessions
Court is already reported to have triggered a retal-
iation. Loyalists of Zia-ur-Rahman Farooqi, the
Sipah-e-Sahabah leader Killed in the blast are re-
ported to have burnt down the campaign centre of
Farooqi's rival — a Shia — in the upcoming elec-
tions. Keeping in mind the highly inflammable so-
cio-political milieu of Pakistan we hope vengeance
is limited to this and does not go out of hand, jeop-
ardising Pakistan's much disrupted quest for
democracv. With the elections around the corner,
the authorities in Pakistan have showed a very
welcome understanding of the gravity of the situa-
tion and have put security on red alert.

All these governmental responses, however,

lead to a rather ironic and pitiable realisation of

the political crisis Pakistan has come to live with
since its birth. Much of the trials and tribulations
that part of the sub-continent has been going
through have stemmed from its politicians’ failure
to get a pluralistic political system in place. Time
and again the party or individuals at the helm
have used religion to perpetuate its hold on power
and subsequently defeated the cause of democracy.
In the fifty-yvear history of the country it never
mattered whether the rulers were from the
cantonment or from the civilians. The pattern has
always been the same. The accent on religious
zealotry has left Pakistan as a virtual battlefield.
And undaunted by the home lessons, Pakistani
rulers have indulged in either supporting or ex-
porting Islamic militancy in the region. Indeed,
today's Pakistan is a tragedy of the failure of its
leaders and politicians.

Resistance to Defaulters

President Shahabuddin has called for social re-
sistance against bank-loan defaulters. The present
generation doesn't know what social resistance is
like. While other expressions of mass intolerance
grow, the society has strangely become tolerant of
all social and economic and even criminally aber-
rant persons, The society has somehow been rid of
one of its most effective defence mechanisnis — so-
cial resistance. 3 T L T T

Heeding President Shahabuddin's call may
bring this wonderful social weapon back into play.
And this time it should be easy for the persons to be

socially ostracised. as they are eminently identifi-
able people. For the first few decades of this cen-
tury constituents of the police cadre faced social
resistance. This was replaced by an apathy towards
contractors — the class that got to riches almost
overnight and coming from nowhere. This was as

unfair as unfair can be. But this represented reac- |
tion of a society in its need to protect its values and |

the tested mechanisms of social dynamics. The

boycott of the bank-loan defaulters wouldn’'t entail |

the unfairness of earlier such social actions.

And what would it entail? We do have a sugges-
tion here. The government must show the way as to
how to do the resistance. Are there CIPs among the
defaulters? Straightaway withdraw this privilege.
Stop inviting them to state and all official func-
tions and formal occasions. Disqualify them {rom
chamber politics by declared government policy.
Ordinary law-abiding people do not have any
chance of mixing with the defaulters who are
among the richest in the society and as such are
also among the most powerful — to be able to deny
them social intercourse. The defaulters’ social

clout is a result of their winning ways with the gov- |

ernment. Let the government deny them these first,
it will be easy for the society to follow suit. Before
these materialise, let the government leaders start
practising boycott of these defaulters in everything
out of office. Ordinarily. there can be no question
of small people boycotting such big ones. Even then
they will do so if the way is shown by more sub-
stantial people.

Fertiliser under
Card System

The introduction of card system for sale of fer-
tiliser demands attention from all. Although it
will be introduced as an experimentation, enough
thought has gone into the upcoming system but a
lot will depend on its successful implementation.
On the face it, the system looks quite sound, for
fertiliser is being an exclusive commodity that no
one other than a farmer will be able to buy under
the arrangement. The argument that farmers will
be allowed to buy only the required quantity of fer-
tiliser — the quantity determined by the size of
land under tillage — is also very sound.

There is no reason why this system should not
prove effective, if, of course, everything goes ac-
cording to the plan. One caution though — initially
introduced in two thanas, the management of the
system may be easier under an watchful eye.
Spread across the country under varying condi-
tions, things may .be different. This is, however,
not to say that the system will show flaws not no-
ticed in an experimental situation. It only shows
that there is a need for a close monitoring and su-
pervision of the management.

It is precisely at this point we would like to know
how the share-croppers, who have no land to show,
will be able to purrgaaf: fertiliser under the system.
Then, again, how the farmers, who have land but
do not cultivate themselves, will be barred from
buying fertiliser and reselling it at a higher price?
If these questions can be adequately answered, we
think this will be a move in the right direction.

The President's _éddress to the Parliament

RESIDENT Justice Sha
habuddin Ahmed's add-
ress to the Jativa Sang-
sad on Wednesday, January 15,
1997, was most befitting and
worthy of a statesman. It
reminded both sides of the
"acliament ol their roles and
responsibilities, surveyed the
accomplishments of the new
government in a short span of
time. covered the range of tasks
that the government has
undertaken, directed attention
to some serious problems
affecting various sectors of the
economy and the society and
gave a sense of direction to the
nation in the most dignified
way. The nation feels proud to
see such performances lrom a
man who deservedly occupies
the position of the Head of the
State and commands respect for
the role he played in the most
hazardous phase of develop-
ment of the nation in the past.
He deserves special congratula-
tions tor what he has done and
one hopes that he will be able to
play a similar role in the future
as well.

However, il is with due re-
spect and humility that one
warnts to discuss some of the
mosl important points of his
speech and some which he has
not touched on but are vital for
the survival of the country.

"Farz Task"

It is most heartening to see
the emphasis that the President
has placed on proper function-
ing of the Parliament by saying
that "It is “farz’ (obligatory] for
both the sides in the House to
help continue the democratic
process i the country.” No one
can deny that the Parliament
occupies the central position in

Idle Thoughts: The Evolution of Politi

N yonder days ol chivalry.
I when military weaponry

was confined to sabre-
rattling and booming ol crude
cannons the so-called war
heross, mounted themselves on
horses or horse-driven
chariots. used to rouse the
[ighting spirits ol the soldiers at
their command with a hoarse
cry: "do or die". This was the
lone invigorative call that
would have raised the morale of
the men in the front. They
would forge ahead and deep into
enemy holdings trampli;bg
their own deads or wounded. Af-
ter the battle of Plassey in 1757
AD the Indian sub-continent
fell easy prey to British colo-
rualism gradually which was at
its peak during the rule of the
last Mughal Emperor Bahadur
Shah Jafar. Having thus
grabbed the whole sub-conti-
nent the Britishers established
their formal rule. It was at this
hour ol the warld. history that
the most intrigulng slogan of
“Raale Britannia. Britannia
rules the world' was heard.
Parallel to British hegemony in
India, the imperial tentacles of
the British kingdom spread to
many other places in Asia,
Alrica and numerous island-
states in the Indian Ocean and
the Caribbean islands. Even
some parls ol the Arabian
peninsula were taken by little
or no force. Great Britain, al-
most forecibly. obtained a 99-
yvear lease of Hong Kong from
(China subsequent to the Opium
War which she fought with
Britain

Bowing down to the British
might without much resistance
WAS @ COMIMon sScenario every-
where. This was possible due to
thie absence ol any organised
and cohesive elfort on the part
ol the people of these places.
Such subjugation was also pos-
sible for the greed and over-en-
thusiasm of a handful of local
powerful collaborators who
unhesitatingly sacrificed their
national feelings to fill their
personal coffers. In the Indian
sub-continent in particular,
many ol these traitors have
sone dowrl in the annals of his-
tory for eternal condemnation.
Some ol their names and a few
i Europe symbolically repre-
sent the traitors of all ages. 'Mir
Jafar’, 'Quisling’, 'Fitfth colum-
nist' are a tew ol such nomen-
clatures denoting acts of
treachery and banality. Most
recent additions to such con-
demnable names have been
'‘Razakars’', 'Al-Badars’, "Al-
Shams' — all generalized as no-
torious "dalals" of the Pakista-
nis during the War of Liberation
in 197 1.

Though not all of these ig-
nominious titles have had di-
rect relevance to political slo-
Fans as such, they would have at
cast expressed the personal
characteristic features of some

individuals of different times
having positive political link-
ape. Concurrently a number of
religious anecdotes, such as,
"munafiq’, "beimaan”, "mur-
tad" Elc.%ave been in currency
to deplcre ind viduals, who are
considered by their adversaries,
as untrue to their words.

-sired unity of pu

The President has underscored the need for united action when he said "The whole nation is eagerly looking
at this Parliament......I sincerely believe, this House would lead the nation to face the challenges of the 21st

a democratic system, and all
decisions affecting the life of
the nation have to l!::aaaad in
the Parliament with the partic-
ipation of both the treasury and
the o tion bench members.
Any neglect of this duty
amounts to violations of the
basic norms of parliamentary
system. What Is worrying, how-
ever, is to see that the prolonged
boycott of Parliament, for
whatever reasons, is gfradually
becoming the norm of parlia-
mentary practice in this coun-
try which portends a disaster
for democracy. Apart from
moral suasion and app
snnrthi;ﬁ more legal has to be
instituted in the parliamentary
statutes to prevent the recur-
rence of such behaviour in the
future. Otherwise, one can for-
get about democracy in the
country. Hopefully, it would not
be considered impertinence if
one suggests that the President
should take an initiative to set-
tle this issue once and for all.

One must also remember
from the history of this country
from 1947 onwards. how the
reckless behaviours of politi-
cians in 1950s provided justifi-
cations for military take over
and what a prolonged period of
resistance and fight the stu-
dents and youths of the couritry
has to put up to overthrow the
military regime of Pakistan.
Bangladesh had its own share
of military dictatorship with
its destructive effects on the
economy and the stability of
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century and materialise the dream of a Sonar Bangla."

the country. Twenty-five years
have passed without any spurt
of economic growth and any
improvement in the life of the
poverty-stricken people which
ev ne renders lip-service to.

If one wants to see any sub-
stantial progress in the econ-
omy, politics has to be clean,
fair and above board. Myopia
and selfishness of both politi-
cians and the army have to be
resisted at all costs. This im-
poses a critical role upon the
politicians in running the

Parliament. . .. . I sincerely be-
lieve, this House would lead the
nation to face the challenges of
the 21st century and materi-
alise the dream of a Sonar
Bangla." It seems there is very
little awareness, let alone re-
search work, in this country
about how fiercely competitive
the global market is going to be
in the twenty-first century and
whal stratc%y the country
should adopt for survival in the
face of it. Although there is
some discussions and aware-

Kabir U Ahmad
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country. Anf excess from either
side will plunge the country
into the old Aristotelian cycle
of dictatorship and democracy
which is a sure recipe for the
destruction. If this happens,
which one has seen happening
over the last twenty-five years,
one can forget about all the
dreams of "Sonar Bangla."

Facing the Twenty-first
Century Unitedly

The President has under-
scored the need for united ac-
tion when he said "The whole
nation is eagerly looking at this

ness among the business com-
munity dictated by their own
instinct of survival, and among
some academics and journal-
ists, there is hardly any serious
concern among the politicians
and the members of parlia-
ment. No one has heard of a
programme of parliamentary
debate on this issue. It strikes
one as strange, because it is the

arliament members who will
Eavr_ to take decisions. One
would like to congratulate the
President for drawing atterition
of the parliamentarians to this

issue,

"Default" Culture

The President has rightly
drawn attention to the wvast
amount of unpaid bank loans
icherited from the profligate
period of 1980s. He has men-
tioned about Tk 12.600 crore
now, but it was gquoted at about
Th 4,000 crore in the newspa:
pers until two years ago. What-
ever the amount outstanding
now, it is a colossal amount for
Bangladesh and, what is worse,
it has crippled the entire finan-
cial sector which is almost on
the precipice now. Some of the
ba n‘ljts would have gone
bankrupt long ago had the gov-
ernment not infused fresh capi-
tal into it. How long can it keep
doing it? Who eventually pays
for keeping these banks surviv-
ing? mn benefits by these mea-
sures? Eventually, everything
is borne by the poor tax-pavers
of country. Is this justice?

Terrorism and Law
and Order

What the President, how-
ever, has not touched on is the
problem of terrorism and law
and order. If one reads the
newspapers, one finds that ter-
rorism, armed robbery. and
mafia activities have been in-
creasing over the last six
months or so. No one knows
how many more are commitied
in the country and go unre-
ported. No one has any qualm
about someone's moneybag be-

Political slogans in this part of the sub-continent have been observed to have assumed
detestable proportions. Sometimes, they have transcended the bﬂunda;'les of decenqy and
decorum. Side by side, there are palpable efforts to make them rhythmic, no matter if they
carry any meaning at all or not, writes Kazi Alauddin Ahmed

Reverting to the political
slogan chapter in the context ol
Indian sub-continent, we may
have a look at the specimens
obtaining in early 20th century.
This was the period when the

ople here started realising the

itter pangs of discrimination
meted out to them by the British
masters. At such a juncture the
urge for independence started
gaining momentum. Mohan
Das Karam Chand Gandhi — yet
to be known as Mahatma
Gandhi — was then in South
Alfrica. There he used to live in

utter anguish witnessing bla-
tant disregard of human rights

and the state of serfdom,of the . ties and armed e. . —.A
they were | as"i” .peliflc

o

black Africans and many im-:? &

migrants from India. His young
mind revolted within and sub-
sequently he veiced his protest
against the racial discrimina-
tion of the Britishers. Gandhi
was equally distressed and dis-
turbed at the reports of similar
predatory treatment of the peo-
ple of India by the British
regime. Since he could not
make any organised protest in
South Africa in the face of a
very strong resistance by the
men in power, Gandhi returned
to India.

Gandhiji was a die-hard
proponent of non-violence
which remained his political
philosophy till 30th January,
1950 when he laid down his life
to the assassin's bullet. Gand-
hi's appearance on the Indian
scenario eventually served as a
morale booster to the otherwise
disorganized and half-hearted
political activities in the sub-
continent. The Indian National
Congress saw ils emergence at
such an hour. Manned mostly
by Hindus, the Muslims of India
initially hesitated to join
hands with Congress. Sooner
they realized that nothing posi-
tive could be achieved in isola-
tion and at one stage some of
the eminent Muslim leaders of
the time joined the Indian
Congress to strengthen the
ouster movement against the
British. Parallel to it some of
them spearheaded the Khilafat
movement in the twenties. The
main objective remaining the
same to secure freedom from
the British rule, the two worked
together for some time. But, the
element of mutual doubt did not
recede palpably. Consequently,
some of the Muslim leaders
started serious thinking of a
separate organisation to retain
Muslim independent identity. A
close examination of such a fea-
ture revealed later that the de-
se was sub-
tly sabotaged by the intriguing
policy of 'divide and rule' of the
British masters.

However, the political activ-
ities assumed a boiling propor-
tion. At this time and even af-
terwards, the air was charged
with a number of motivational
slogans to rouse peoples pas-
sion for independence. In order
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Role of the police
Sir. The police are there to

ensure law and order for both
the haves and the have-nots. To
prevent various crimes from
the society, the present gov-
ernment has urgecF upon the po-
lice not to serve any party in-
terest. But are they following
the pledge? We saw police, in the
past, to act in favour of the rich
and parties but never to serve
the common helpless people.

Is there any exception to that
nowadays? It is necessary that
their very attitude be changed at
the earliest. The government is
requested to monitor the police
activities so that they don't be-
come the pawns of any political

group. We hope our Prime Min-
ister achieves her goals.

Afsana Chowdhury Emy
S5 S Road, Sirajganj
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Sir, Here is a thing which I
should say is Ltheblessing of
Almighty God. Normally, there
is no problem but there may be
some when people make the
atmosphere polluted and suffer
from diseases. Well, about
health for example. Having had
a major operation for my right-
side tooth, cold cough and fever
have been hindering my studies
for a long time.

There are other problems.
Whenever | traverse from one
place to another, | see people
make things harder. I have the
right to travel in accordance
with the Constitution's Clause
Eg-i a?nd for study as per Article
15(a).

Let's live a life without prob-
lems.

A K M Masud Rana

PSI Mo ur thana, Zilla
Parishad Res! House, %hﬂht

to express hatred against
British imperialism and also
not to sound too much a@:ﬂ‘
sive, a softer slogan like: 'Shun
foreign goods, use local ones
was used. The rulers got the
message and soon started tight-
ening their reins followed by
numerous inhibitory orders to
nip the movement in the bud.
Still then, the movement
continued unabated. This was
the time when some of the polit-
ical leaders who doubted in
Gandhijee’'s policy of non-vio-
lence, thought in terms ol
destabilizing the administra-
tion turning to militant activi-
resistance.

by’ the Bri
ruleds. and tRei¥ ea] heérich-
mén, tHe men takirig to arms
had been able to carve their
names in the annals of history
as true patriots and heroes of
national independence. Follow-
ing this episode Surya Sen of
Chittagong led an abortive at-
tempt at securing arms from the
local armoury which was
branded as a robbery' by the
erstwhile administration. Sub-
EeqUEntlE. he was hanged to
death while some more were
killed during the encounter.
And away in western Bengal
another famous militant,
Khudiram. was hauled and
hanged by the Britishers. To
make his death memorable a
song “Ekbar bidai de ma
ghoorey aashi — hashi hashi
parbo fanshi dekhbey jagat
bashi’ reeled in the air. Even to
this day this immeortal lyrical
slogan epitomizes the deepest
urge for freedom sending the
posterity to wonder and
amazement.

This and the tragic brush-
firing at Jalianwalabag besides
many other sporadic incidences
of ruthless suppression of the
Feople gave the total movement
or freedom a newer dimension
rocking the entire British em-
pire.

The inevitable slogan of
"Quit India" sooner assumned a
very strong source of inspira-
tion to the people across the
whole sub-continent. Coming
by the heels was another moti-
vating slogan: "Down with
British imperialism” which
added to the numerous calls be-
fore, to bolster the freedom
movement. Around the same
period, the most powerful writ-
ing of the rebel poet Kazi Nazrul
Islam gave newer momentum to
the ever mounting agitational
programmes against British
Raj. In protest against the ar-
rests of the anti-British politi-
cal activists in large numbers
every day, Nazrul boomed with
his immortal songs "Karar oi
louho kapat, bhangey fal kar
rey loput....." and "oi shika!
para chhal ....". The thought-
provoking message of these and
many other songs composed by
the rebel poet reached all those
then behind bars inspiring
them to take fresher vows to
root out British imperialism
from the Indian sub-continent.
And those moving freely were
equally rejuvenated by the in-
vigorating elixir of life as it
were, irrespective of age.

Nazrul's mighty pen uphell
not only the people's right to
freedom but also crusaded
against all kinds of social, po-
litical, economic and racial
discrimination. To rouse the

ounger generation at all times
is musical slogan
"Chal...chal...chal, urdha
g;lganfy baazey madol...." has

n an integral part of the po-
litical slogans during British
time. Even during the War of
Liberation in 1971 this rhyth-
mic song provided a unique
source of inspiration to the
Freedom Fighters when they
used to be in parades.

Back again to the days when
the whole sub-continent was in
ever mounting political tur-
moil, the slogan of "Bandey

Mataram” — derived from
Bankim Chandra's poem — used
to unnerve the Britishers. Be-
ing of Sanskrit origin it was de-
scribed by the British adminis-
tration as out and out a Hindu
religious representation. Mus-
lims' acceptance of such a slo-
gan would tantamount to bla-
tant sacrilege of Islam. Such in-
terpretation, though _ahs-uiulea.;
preposterous, found favour wi

some members of the Muslim
leadership. It came off at such
an hour when total allegiance
to the Indian National Congress
by the Muslims was alrcady
sabotaged. Thus, Muslim Lcague
d per cent Mustim
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e
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League was able to muster sup-
port of landlords and zamin-
dars belonging to the Muslim
community. Though it became
eventually an independent plat-
form for the Muslims of India
to achieve freedom, there en-
sued frequent clashes in the
approach, with ICC, Khelafat
Movement and other national-
ist forces. These benefited the
Britishers for sometime.

In 1940, the historic Lahore
Conference at the behest of the
Muslim League and a few other
religion-based political parties
adopted the 'Pakistan’ resolu-
tion — a separate homeland for
the Muslims of India. Parallel
to ICC's 'Quit India’ slogan. the
Muslim League. headed by
Muhammad Ali Jinnah,
emerged with a new slogan
"Ladke lengey Pakistan” In
1946. Prior lo this period,
around 1943. Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose formed his "Azad
Hind Fouz" to oust the British-
ers from India. He did not have
any faith in Gandhi's non-vio-
lence. This was the time when
the Japanese invaded Burma.
Malaysia. Thailand and even
bombarded some places of In-
dia. Netalu sought Japanese
help and later started lobbying
with Germany which was al-
ready at war with the allied
forces in Europe. The musical
slogan that roused the recruits
to the Azad Hind Fouz among
others, was "Door hato., door
hato, door hato bhai duniya
walo. Hindusthan hamara
hai...." Subhas Bose lost his life.
reportedly in a plane crash and,
consequently. his Azad Hind
Fouz disbanded. “Inquilab
Zindabad" was also a popular
slogan at this hour.

However. the Britishers were
compelled to grani indepen-
dence in August 1947 on the ba-
sis of Hindu-Muslim majority
population. Thus two separate
states were born — India and
Pakistan. The latter again in
two separate parts — East and
West Pakistan, between them a
thousand miles of Indian terri-
tory.

Though we in East Pakistan
were in majority., we were ruled
by West Pakistan and twenty-
five years of such rule was a pe-
riod of utter deprivation and
discrimination. Despite mas-
sive victory of Awami League in
the general election of 1970.
Sheikh Mujib was not allowed
to form government. The War of
Liberation in 1971 thus became
an inevitable reality. The slo-
gan was 'Joi Bangla® — as il an
elixir of life for the millions
who pledged down their lives ai
the call of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman on
March 7. 1971: "Ebarer san
gram aamader muktir san-
gram, ebarer sangram swadht
nalar sangrarm’,

The task ol sustaining Iree-
dom went to the hands of such
people after August 15, 1975,
who perhaps scarcely believed
in an independent Bangladesh
So the Pakistani lackeys must

have found it easier to join
hands. Joi Bangla' — the mosl
enervating slogan that used to
terrify the Pakistani gunmen.
WAS soon replaced by
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"Bangladesh Zindabad". The
antagonists considered "Joi
Bangla” as a product of alien
culture.

Over the past two decades.
political slogans have sustained
noticeable changes in character
and approach. They have been
more or less personalized these
days, such as ".....tumi egiye
chalo. amra achhi tomar
shathey’, "Joi Bangabandhu”,
"Shaheed Zia, amor hoke”,
“...dut bhai aek rashitey

ing snatched by a muscleman or
a gun-toter, someone’s car being
smashed on the road. a girl be-
ing raped by uncontrolled
youths. and businessman being
shot and robbed etc.

These are just daily statistics
to the readers until it happens
to them. However. the lesson
from all these is that the law

and order is almost breaking
down in the country and

reports
have it that behind every
terrorist group there is su rt
from puwrrfulp ple at thpel:::(;p.
The process of criminalisation
of the society is reaching a
point of climax. The society
will not be livable after some
time. The question, however,
that everyone should ask is
whether it is me | to talk
of economic development and
fulfilment of dreams etc.. al-
lowing such violent criminali-
sation process unchecked?
What does one mean by devel-
opment? Is providing food.
clothes and shelter to substan-
tial number of people roaming
around with guns and goons
mean economic development?
If the state cannot provide
the basic security of life and
property to innocent individu-
als, then what is the purpose of

having economic development?
The real danger to the very
foundation of the society is
coming from this criminalisa-
tion process. The society seems
to be seized within by its own
gangsters and their political
supporters. Hopefully, it
wouldn't be considered imper-
Linence il oue suggests thal the
President should start a serious
negotiation with all the major
political parties on controlling
these evil forces in the society.

cal Slogans

fanshi chhai”. “khuni....
shabdhan, hooshiyar,
hooshiyar”, "bhot diben pallai.
kkhushi hoben Allahi”, "Tomar
amar thikana, Padma, Meghna,
Jamuna” etc.

Intriguingly, litical slo-
gans in this part of the sub-con-
tinent have been observed to
have assumed detestable pro-
portions. Sometimes. they have
transcended the boundaries of
decency and decorum. Side by
side. there are palpable efforts
to make them rhythmic, no
matter if they carry any mean-
ing at all or not. It is, however,
firmly established that politics
and slogans are synonymous.
One cannot go without the
other. They are indeed mutually
motivating,

OPINION

"Looking at Bangladesh”

Waseem Ahmed ' |

I read the article, appearing
in The Daily Star on January
17, 1997, "Looking at Bangla-
desh” by Mr Kuldip Nayar.
writing from New Delhi, with
interest but could not help
feeling that Mr Nayar may be
slightly oblivious of the truth
and in particular the psyche of
the people of Bangladesh. At the
very outset, let me clarify that [
am totally apolitical and have
no leanings whatsoever to an
political party in Bangladesh
simply because none of them
espouse the interest and aspira-
tions of the people of the coun-
iry.

yLel me start with the 'Gen-
eral Mistrust of the Indians by
Bangladeshis and how it has
become deep-rooted. Right after
the liberation of Bangladesh,
the Indian army was seen in-
volved in transporting huge
quantities of arms and ammu-
nition, furniture and fixtures,
machinery of industries left
behind by the Pakistanis and
including railway bogies to In-
dia. There are some recorded
incidences where some
Bangladeshi army personnel
tried to stop this pillage and
had armed clashes with the In-
dian army in many parts of the
country. These soldiers were
later seriously rebuked by the
then government and in some
cases, purged from the army.
This act by the "friendly” Indi-
ans was not construed as
"Spoils to the Victor” but more
as an act ol treachery and loot.
What the Pakistanis started
was completed by the Indians,
that is the "Plunder of
Bangladesh". This was turther
exacerbated with the flooding of
counterfeit notes and with-
drawal of Pakistani coins by
the Indians during 1972-4,
which led to the demonitisation
in 1974,

It did not stop there. The In-
dians. under the guise of friend-
ship. flooded our market with
cheap goods, although the same
manufacturing concerns were
exporting "quality goods” to the
rest of the world. Many indus-
tries were set up in Bangladesh
with Indian machinery and
technology but over 90 per cent
of those concerns faced insur-
mountable problems as there
was a total lack of commitment
from the Indian counterparts.
Delays in shipment and techni-
cal assistance to set up indus-
tries compounded with the sup-
ply of faulty machinery, were
the order of the day. Over a sus
tained period of time, these acts
did little to allay the suspicions
of Bangladeshis towards the In-

dians., The government in
power in India did precious lit-
tle to change this deplorable
trend. The initiative could have
heen taken by the Indians by be-
ing fair and magnanimous re

flecting the size ol that country
to engender friendly ties but
that was perhaps too much to

ask of them. The long-drawn
problems related 1o ﬁanErs wa
ter sharing, or the lack of it
was a testimony of the overall
Indian attitude towards
Bangladesh If the Congress of

India was against any agree

ment with Bangladesh, as Mr
Nayar points out, how did the
25 year pact come about in
19727

Regarding Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, it does not require
any individual's or party's
stamp of approval or endorse-
ment to recognise his contribu-
tion as the "Torch Bearer" of the
Bangladesh's Liberation
Movement. It must be, however,
noted that the vast majority of
Bangladeshis decided against
"One Pakistan” on the night of
March 25, 1971 and sponta-
neously participated for inde-
pendence. Till that day, it was a

strug%e to establish the in-
alienable rights of the people of
the country.

The Awami League, during
1971-5 did not have a clue about
governance (being basicall
geared towards agitation only
and did not have a political
platform from where they could
reach the people because of
their inherent weaknesses
within the party cadres, most of
whom were nol indoctrinated

in the social order the hi-
erarchy envisaged for
Bangladesh. A foreign and alien

social system which went
against the grain and interest of
the masses and which had no
relevance to the liberation
struggle, was thrust on the peo-
ple withoul stopping to assess
the merits of that system and
how it would impact the lives of
people used to century-old ways.

On top of running a new
country with practically no ex-
perience or wealth &xcei?lﬁng its
people, the party thought it ex-
pedient to enforce a new srstem
at that juncture instead ol grad-
ually changing over after tak-
ing over the helm. On the one
hand. they pontificated "social-
ism”" and on the other, "li-
cences’ and “permits” to carry
on private business were gener-
ously doled out to party stal-
warts and sycophants and who
had no inkling of business. Any
opposition to this practice was
ruthlessly dealt with. This did
not bore well with the people
and as such it took 21 years for
the Awami League to make a
comeback. It does not take 21
yvears for a popular party to
come to power again. A popular
movement as was adopted to
oust the despot and autocrat in
1990, is always possible so long
it enfranchises the will of the
people.

Mr Nayar errs in stating that
Bangladesh was under military
or semi-military rules for the
last 21 vears It should be
pointed out to him that since
1991, Bangladesh had a legiti-
mately elected democratic gov-
ernment in place The scathing
attack on the leader of the oppo-
sition smacks of bad taste but
he forgets that the same may be
applied to the present regime in
respect to their activities during
1994 -6 Mr Navar is. however,
correct in saving that the
politicians ol our country
should stop politicking and
pussy footing around and get on
with the serious business ol

running a country efliciently
for the welfare ol the nation //




