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Div I cricket
Uttara Sporting,

Bima win
Sports Reporter

BRIEF SCORES

ESKATON 88: 161 allout in
41.3 overs (Babu 29. Litu 28,
Majid Hanif 23: Masud 3/27,

H 2/19).

I%m SC: 164 for four in
37.3 overs (Siddique 60 n.o.
Javed 24, Moin 24: Asad 2/24).
Result: Uttara SC won by six
llvickets.

~Wagqar, Afridi run

SYDNEY. Jan 18:
Fakistan beat the
West Indies in the
lirst World Series
| linal here Satur-
| day as speedster
Wigar Younis and leg-spinner
Shahid Afridi proved too hot to
handle for the Windies
batsmen, rt agencies.

After being sent in by Pak-
istan skipper Wasim Akram,
West Indian openers Sherwin

- = S

as they lailed to hit a boundary
in the last 25 overs.

In reply Pakistan, without
opener Aamir Sohail who was
serving a one-maitch ban for
dissenl over his dismissal in
Melbourne on Thursday. made
light of the job.

ljaz Ahmed, was the back-
bnne showing maturity befit-
ting his name to guide his team
to within si:_h,_hl O v!clury before

havoc

Pakistan win first finals

recover from a stomach com-
plaint to take his place in the
Wesl Indian side.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the first
match of the best-of-three final
in the World Series limited-
over cricket tournament be-
tween the West Indies and Pak-
istan at the Sydney Cricket
Ground on Saturd.a}!’

Sport

India take
89-run lead

JOHANNESBURG, Jan 18:
Javagal Srinath took five wi-
ckets Saturday and kept South
Alrica’'s batsmen off balance to
help India to an 89-run lead
after the first hmmgs ol the
third cricket Test, reports AP.

SC(}REBOARD

Scores at stumps Saturday
on the third day of the third
cricket Test between South
Africa and India at Wanderers:

INDIA: First innings 410

SOUTH AFRICA: First in-
nings
Hudson ¢ Azharuddin b

The Deily Star 11

Belglan baffles Arantxa

Y N MELBOURNE. Jan

1 8: She was aboul

lo serve for the

inatch nst the

world's No. 3-ran-

ked woman tennis player, her

arin hurt. and she was too

nervous lo even remember the
scare,

One arm massage and five

oints later, Dominique van

st still couldn't calm down,

but this time it was because she

had beaten. Arantxa Sanchez-

Vicario 1-6. 6-4, B-6 and ad-

vanced to the women's last 16 of

known back in BE[ jum.

Van Roost hit 23 of her 46
winners in the final set, while
Sanchez-Vicario had only nine
the whole match. The Spanish
player wasn't saved by her edge
in unforced errors: 31 to 68.

Sanchez-Vicario was one of
two Spanish seeds eliminated
Saturday. Men's No. 1€ Alberto
Berasategui retired with leg
cramps while trailing Slovaki-
a's Dominik Hrbaty 6-3, 7-6 (7-
3). 6-7 (4-7}, 2-0,

Hrbaly now faces top-seeded
Pete Sampras, who trounced

6-3.

No. B Wayne Ferreira of
South Africa advanced to a
meeting with No. 10 Albert
(Costa of Spain. Ferreira beat
[taly's Renzo Furlan 6-4, 6-4, 6-
7 [3-7). 6-1. Costa defeated Aus-
E'alian Scott Draper 6-4, 6-2, 7-

Swiss star Martina Hingis
!;Iayed as if she were ina h
saturday, winning a third-
round match she later Hkened
to practice.

Hingis. the No. 4 seed and
winner of the Sydney Interna-

s - Campbell and Juniur Murray Kumble 18 | the Australian Open, reports Mark Woodforde 6-1, 6-0, 6-1in  tional tournament last week
SADHARAN BIMA KS: 196} | gave them g flyi sdtart h]}r G Kirsten b Prasad 29 | AP. just 79 minutes despite roars ol  needed just 50 minutes to beat
for nine in 45 overs (Tariq 60 putting on 99 be I:II'E a dramatic Bacher lbw b Srinath 13 The 23-year-old Belgian had  support for the Australian from  Barbara Schell of Austria 6-2,
n.o. Deer 55: Rashedul 3/41). middlc nrdgr collapse saw Cullinan ¢ Sub (Dharmanti) trailed 2-5 in the final set Sat- the Centre Court crowd of 6-1.

BANGLADESH BOYS CLUB: seven Mckgﬁu [%Il f%rl 4 runs. 5 b Srinath 33 urday, but pounded a series of 15,000, Hingis, 16, said afterward
190 for nine in 45 nveg: I :wuabli e ll-:ﬂfjs secon Cronje ¢ Mongia b Srinath 43 | ' _ she believes she is ready to win
(Akber Egg 32, Sumﬂl}q aim unbl:II cl‘:ral e fffwi kstwe:kl s McMillan Ibw b Ganguly 47 her first Grand Slamn title, Her
Shahid 27; Jawad 4/30, ik tHElE Slght wicket loas () Pollock ¢ Mongia b Srinath 79 half of the draw openied up fur
3/17). - | g st?jn a 11;“:333 t?ly ; Richardson ¢ Azharuddin ther Saturdav with the defeat of
Besult: Sadharan Bitha won U Dnl a : W.é thmf ; b Ganguly 13 second seed Sanchez Vicario.
by six runs. away their as:f it s for Klusener not out 22 Hingis. who has signed a
Uttara Sporting Club and = %?ﬂau;?] gfm here Sat- - Donald b Prasad 4 five-year, 10 million dollar
B Dl b wal;.ethe it of e oo Eﬂgr;lss ¢ Dravid b Srinath 182 E?HT.I;HCE Witll; Ea-pﬂrism:rear t;.]mn_
gs- : ulacturer sergio Tacchini,
tha won their respective First ' ries but not enough to stop Pak- Total: {(89.1 overs) 321 made just 11 Lﬁlfﬂrfﬂd errors

Division cricket league matches
held at different venues in the
city yesterday.

istan going one-up in the best-

all of wickets: 1-36: 2-64; 3-
of-three finals as they cruised Fall of wickets: 1-36: 2-64; 3

against her opponent's 30 and
73; 4-139; 5-147; 6-259; 7-285; g

converted five of nine break

8-303; 9-318. points.
; Msthe ﬂ(j::lty EIIEE aTI::lnefé ]Ig;ﬂ: Bowling: O M R W ‘It was only 50 minutes, so it
kar? p?-.-_.-, bg Sangha 3;; Srinath 25.1 3104 57 was very fast. It was almost a
':rinl?t d&fu'lt hﬁg S dE]; r Prasad 2 2 8 2 practice, shorter than a prac-
-wic ?)e e];:a “"d Eh E.u = lﬂ}“ Kumble 25 5 1 tice. I played very fast and she
Bima beat Banglades ys by Ganesh 7 1 26 0 couldn't hold up.
six runs on the eastern strip of Ganguly - 12 2 3% 2
Dhanmondi Cricket Stadium. Y 5ke next meets Romanian
i ‘ Mon Huﬁmdﬂn}ﬁ[}miﬂm?, i
el;r makm Ne. na Spirlea o mia-
Mlthll—Alnlll < niia heat Siivia I;T.—;trina of Italy
- - 6-1, 6-3, No. 9 darina Habsu-
Smriti cricket a difference ot of Slowiicls Tar Tatkaars

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Jan 18: Golden
Sunshine Club moved into the
semifinals of the 10th Mithu-
Ainul Smriti cricket tourna-
ment after defea Rajshahi
Medical Campus Sports and
Cultural Club 41 runs at the
local Moni Bazar ground here

today.

Batting first, Sunshine Club
scored 153 for nine in 35 overs
while in reply, Medical campus
boys were bundled out for 112 in
31.1 overs.

Nayan of the winning side,
who scored an unbeaten 48 runs
and took two wickets, was ad-

udged man-of-the-match for

brﬂltant all-round perfor-

Halhlsh gets
the sack

MELBOURNE, Jan 18: Gra-
ham Halbish, chief executive of
the Australian Cricket Board
for the last four years, has been
removed from the position,
ACB chairman Denis Rogers

said Friday, re AP.
crsysai steps would be

taken in the near future to fill

the vacancy and said the ACB
would not be commenting fur-
ther on the matter,

Halbish dcc!i;n;ﬂ to comni-
ment on his sacking.»

Mike's misery
mounts

HAMILTON, Jan 18: England
took charge of their four-day
first-class tour match nst
Northern Districts on Satur-
duir but captain Mike Atherton

1 had pmhl::ms scoring runs,

eports AP.

ﬁfter dismissing Northern
Districts for 69 in 28.4 overs,
England were 166 for four at
stumps on the first day.

Lefthander Graham Thorpe
was on 39 and John Crawley
had reached 25 in an unbroken
50-run stand.

But it was Atherton’s batting
problems which continue to

lague England's leadu zstu the

rst Test a gainst New

starting at Eden Park in hu::k-
land next Friday.

He made five in 19 balls be-
fore being trapped leg before
wicket to young medium-pace
Scott Styris.

His two innings in New
Zealand so far have produced 12
runs, and on his tour of Zim-
babwe and New Zealand he has
now scored just 208 runs in 15
innings.

England's four-pronged fast-
medium bowling attack de-
stroyed the Northern Districts
innings.

The bowlers were helped by
the pitch, which was conducive
to quality seam bowling, and
they took their chances.

Dominic Cork removed New
Zealand's Test openers, Blair
Pocock and Bryan Yo , in his
first 16 balls of the day. for
nought and four res vely,
and Northern Districts never

Warne's trip
goes awry

PERTH, Australia, Jan 18: A
3.000-kilometre (1863-mile)
early morning flight by Aus-
tralian leg-spinning wizard
Share Warne was not enough to
inspire his state side, Victoria,
in a?iglashh: o { Western ﬂ;—
tr re ay, reporis

Originally l:ﬂynut of the Vic-
toria line-up because of com
mitment with the Auatr&lian
side, Warne decided late Thurs-
day night, after Australia had
beaten Pakistan in a one-day
match in Melbourne, to make

the lun%‘tdp to Perth.
failed

is change of plan
to inspire his side. which

crashed to a five-wicket defeat
in the Mercantile Mutual Cup
one-day clash.

After Victoria had made a
pal 143 Western Australia
scorched to 146 for five with 6.5
overs to spare to record their
forth successive win in the con-
test and antee a home semi-
final in next month.

Warne's late decision to fly
to Perth after a short night's
sleep was believed to be based
on his desire for a further bowl-
ing work-out against lop-class
batting before the vital fourth
Test against the West Indies.

starting in Adelaide Saturday
week.

mint

#li Then star

WAQAR ... 43/4

past the West Indies total with
11.4 overs to spare and four
wickets in hand.

Wagar's haul of 4-43 pushed
his personal one-day tauiltn
255 wickets and moved hi
into second place, behind his
ca

-time wicket-takers' list.

Afridi claimed his best one-
day figures of 3-33.

Leg-spinner Mushtagq
Ahmed made the initial break-
through, having Murray caught

and bowled off the leading
for 48.

ge

batsman Brian
Lara and recent replacement
PHil Simmons were both dis-
missed for ducks.

The real damage was done by
Wagqar who came back after be-
ing smashed for 29 in his

four-over spell to dec-
imate the Windies middle-or-
der, swinging and moving the
ball off the pitch in a demon-
stration of why he is one of the
world's best.

In the first delivery of his
second spell, he bowled Chan-
derpaul around his legs and
then grabbed lbw decisions
against Simmons (0) and Robert
Samuels (1).

He was ably F rted by
Afridi, still usl whose

[aster ball r:ununuta to pose the

West Indian batsmen quite few
problems.

He caught and bowled Lara
for a duck. bowled danger-man
Campbell off the inside edge for
52 and trapped Jimmy Adams
Ibw for tw::r in front of a 31,000
crowd,

Roland Holder (32) and lan
Bishop (18 not out) combined
for 53 for the eighth wicket, but
there was very little else for the

West Indies to get excited about

Akram, on the one-day

| Pakmtan s Shahid Afridi {R} celebrat.esw1th alup r Waslm
Akram after taking Jimmy Adams' wicket (not in picture)
in the first match of the best-of-three the World Series

limited over finals in Sydney yesterday.

being caught by Adams off the
howling of Walsh for 60.

He came to the wicket when
Inzamam was out with the score
on 13 after being caught by
Chanderpaul off the bowling of
Walsh.

Afridi then proceeded to
score a dashing 53 oif 54 balls
to prove once again what a
promising youngster he is.

Elahi, Mohammad Wasim
and Jamshed all lost iheir

doweekets cheaply befavre Moin

Khan took control. blasting a
massive six over mid-off to take
Pakistan to 6-185 and an easy
win by four wickets.

After the match Pakistan
captain Wasim Akram paid
particular tribute to Afridi.
"Afridi is young but he is
learning fast and is getting bet-
ter," he said.

The second final will be
played in Melbourne on Mon-
day, with the third game also at
the Melbourne Cricket Ground
on Wednesday if required.

"You have to give Pakistan
credit. th layed and bowled
well.” said West Indies captain
Courtney Walsh. “I'm hoping we
can turn things around in Mel-
bourne.”

"They gn! Lthe wickets at the
right time." added Walsh, "My
guys gave it all in the field. but
we couldn't come back."

Pakistan captain said it was
total team effort.

"Everybody fought well, the
leam allgRi 100 per cent,” said

£h

Akram t now we are very
much enjoying our cricket.”
Aamir Sohail is expected to

relurn for Pakistan after his
suspension. Carl Hooper should

“Total {for nine wickets) 1

— AFP/UNB photo

WEST INDIES
Campbell b Afridi a2
Murray ¢ and b Mushtaq
Lara ¢ and b Afridi
Chanderpaul b Waqgar
Simmons lbw b Waqar
Adams lIbw b Alridi
Samuels Ibw b Wagar
Holder run out

Bishop not out

Ambrose lbw b Wagqgar
Walsh net out

Extras : b-1. 1b-7, w-2, ub-3

So®

EGHGEE—HQ

Fall of wickets : 1-99; 2-1
3-117; 4-120: 5-12]; 6-~123;
123; 176; 176.
Bowling : 0O
Akram 10
Waqgar 10
Saqlain 10
Mushtaq 10
Afridi 10
PAKISTAN
Inzamam ¢ Chanderpaul
Afridi ¢ Walsh b Bishop
Elahi ¢ Murray b Ambrose
ljaz ¢ Adams b Walsh
M Wasim run out
Moin not out
Jamshed b Chanderpaul
Akram not out
Extras : (b-4. Ib-7, w-3. nb-6)
Total: (for six wkts, 38.2 overs)

Fall of wickets; 1-13; 2-40: 3-
93: 4-99: 5-170;: 6-171.

8
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Did not bat : Saqlain Mush-
taq, Mushtaq Ahmed, Waqar
Eunlﬁj O M R W

\

Walsh 10 1 29 2
Ambrose 9 1 35 1
Bishop 8 0 3 1
Simmons 5 0 34 0
Chanderpaul 3.2 0 21 1
Adams 3 018 D

Result: Pakistan won by
four wickets.

l

LAS VEGAS. Jan
18 [AP): Every-

where Oscar De La
Hoya looks, ano-
ther big name big
money ent
awaits. First Pernell itaker,
then maybe Felix Trinidad.

' Then there's undefeated cham-

pions like Konstantin Tszyu
and [ke Quartey.

Not since Sugar Ray Leonard
fought the likes uf Thomas
Hearns, Roberto Duran and
Marvelous Marvin Hagler has
one fighter enj
of possible opponents on De La
Hoya's plate.

“There's so many Ers in my
weight class, es y when |
move up to 147 (67 kilo-

grams),” De La Hoya said. "Most
top fighters don't want to fight
each other. | want to t them
all, that is out there.
First, though, De La Hoya
must takc care of business Sat-
urday night by beating WBC
Ughtwt
Angel Gonzalez to make a
sweep of a quartet of Mexican
champions.
De La Hoya defends the WBC
140-pound (64-kilogram) title
he won from Julio Cesar Chavez
in the scheduled 12-round fight
that matches two unbeaten box-
ers. The t tops a card at UN-
LV's ¢ ces arena that includes
an IBF 140-pound (64-kilo-
g,ram] title defense by Tszyu
nst Leonardo Mas and
ichael Carbajal's IBF light
Mywcighl defense against
uricio Pastrana -
"He doesn't like "
De La Hoya said dmez
think hc will back off once I
uﬂ sticking him with those
j De La Hoya (22-0, 20 knock-
outs) is a 7-1 favourite to beat

Gonzalez, who has won all 4] of

his pro fights, 31 by knockout.
i the oddsmakers are cor-

the richness

t champion Miguel

rect and he gets by Gonzalez, De
La Hoya will plunge into a wait-
ing list crammed with fighters

looking for a big payday and a
chance to knock off a fighter

whose reputation is growing

"OSCAR DE LA HOYA
with every bi

First in ﬁnt is Whitaker,
who will defend his welter-
weight title rnst De La Hoya

ril 12, if all goes according to
plan. Whitaker also needs to
win his fight against unbeaten
Diobelis Hurtado next Friday
for the pair to meet.

"Once | get through Miguel
Angel Gonzalez, that night we'll
sign the Whitaker fight." De La
Hoya said.

After that, there is the fear-
some Trinidad and a group of
other fighters who sense some
vulnerability that neither
Chavez nor 21 others before
him were able to exploit.

"A lot of fighters think 'l can
beat uw De La Hoya said.
“They | at me and say he's
been knocked down twice. He
doesn't look mean. He's an easy

. Guys like Chavez look like

ters. They look like war-
riors. and people take them
more seriously.

Gonzalez, who has fought in
the shadow of Chavez in his na-

Big bout always aﬂer him

live Mexico, will try and do
what his former idol and others
couldn't do — beat De La Hoya,
who stopped Chavez in the
[ourth round last June.

[f he does, he'll have suc-
ceeded where three previous
Mexican champions failed. If
not, he'll become just another
casualty of a fighter many
think is destined for greatness.

"This is the fighl of my life,"
Gonzalez said. "All | can say is
I'll win. [ don't know how, but |
will win."

Unlike De La Hoya, who
seems to be peaking under the
tutelage of trainer Jesus Rivero.
the so-called "professor.” Gon-
zalez has looked very ordinary
in recent fights. He blames it on
having to make the 135-pound
(61-kilogram) lightweight
Hmit.

'l know people have doubts
about my ability but 1 also
know the inhuman sacrifice |
had to do to make 135 pounds,”
Gonzalez said. "There will be a
big surprise Saturday night. |
will show who | really am.

De La Hoya, who made 9
million dollars to fight Chavez,
will get 5 million dollars for
his first defense of the 140-
pound (64-kilogram) title, Gon-
zalez will 5 million dol-

lara.byfarﬁsbigg:utpumaua

ro.

i In the other fi;]?—pnund (64 -
kilogram) title t. Tszyu re-
tur:ﬁ' to the United States after
a two-year absence for the first
of a series of three fights that
promoter Bob Arum hopes will
make him a familiar name in
this country.

The former Russian amateur
champion now lives in Aus-
tralia and has not lost in 18
fights.

"I remember Oscar from the
amateurs, Tszyu said. "I'm not
looking to fght him. But if it's
done, it's done.

From Tawfiq Aziz Khan

MELBOURNE, Jan 18; The
age-old saying, particularly of
Bengal, with which our parents
and teachers tried to woo us as
attentive pupils, that "he who
reads cF writes, prospers in
life.” Well, it might have been
true or may be true still toda
for the lucky ones or ones with

reat thrust and enthusiasm,

ut the astounding success stnri,'
of some of the modern-day mi
lionaires can very well negate
the age old cliche. The queen of
the court Steffi Graf is just
about half-a-million dollars
short of the legendary Martina
Navratilova whose all time ca-
reer prize money accounts for a
staggering twenty million dol-
lars. But Steffi has a chance of
overhauling this figure if she
can vir the purse of 5.42 000
dollars at stake for the women's
champion at Melbourne this
year. Her total earnings so far is
almost twenty million. Even it
she achieves this milestone, no-
body is sure what would happen
when the Germen taxmen had
dealt with Peter and Steffi. And
remember Steffi, if everything
goes well, has another couple of
years to go before she calls it a
day.

Sanchez-Vicario with more
than 11.5 million is in third

gqutmn B think
‘I#‘Illg

year-old is
million dollars Lo llu: gmd One
can very well call her a 'student
millionaire." The other nota-
bles are: Monica Seles, Chris
Evert. Gabriela Sabatini. Jana
Novotna, Conchita Martinez,
Pam Shriver, Gigi Fernandez
and many others. In fact a

oup of companies represented

y Corel released a list of 66
women tennis players who can
very well call themselves The
Millionaires'. Well, if one can
earn so much by playing tennis
why should one spend one's en-
ergy on mundane business like
reading and writing?

Bebeto Brazil
bound

RIO DE JANEIRO, Jan 18:
Brazil's World Cup-winning
striker Bebeto is to return to
Brazil from Seville to play for
Vitoria in Salvador state, a Vi-
toria spokesman said here Fri-
day, reports AFP.

Bebeto enjoyed a successful
four-year spell with Deportivo
la Coruna before moving back
to Brazil with Flamengo last
year.

Within four months, the 32-
year-old had crossed the At-
lantic again to join Seville on a
three-year contract worth 2.2

million dollars a year.
[n November, he applied lor
Spanish citizenship but has

since become dlaillualnncd at
Seville, with the club languish-
ing in the lower reaches of the
Spanish First Division.

Vitoria will pay around 3.5
million dollars to finalise the
deal.

Kapil's cause
of concern

BHOPAL, Jan 18: Former ace
Test all-rounder. Kapil Dev has
said that making Sachin Ten-
dulkar the captain of Indian
cricket team would definitely
have affected his performance,
reports PTI.

The star batsman should
not have been given this re-
sponsibility right now, he said
while talking informally to re-
porters last night at the resi-
dence of the Madhya Pradesh
Minister for Sports and Youth
Affairs, Mukesh Nayak.

The former Indian captain
who holds the world record for
taking the highest number of
Test wickets, said that he was
not satisfied with the perfor-
mance of the Indian team now
touring South Africa.

The main reason for the
pnur performance was that

yers had been chosen on the
ﬁasis of regionalism, Kapil said
adding that the team's shameful
rcrfnnnanr:e would continue as
ong as players were chosen on

this basis.
,I'He }urm::r Test all-rounder

said that it was because the
team balance that it was
unable to well abroad.

Kapil said that only former
Test players should be chosen
as members of the selection
committee since the present
leam was not able to deliver

| goods.
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Hﬂlgmn Dumlmque ‘Van Ruust pumps her fist after beatmg

Spaniard Arantxa Sanchez Vicario in the third round of

6.

- winners and served once for the

match at 6-5. She lost that
%EI.I]]E. but forged ahead again by

reaking Sanchez-Vicario lor
the fourth time of the set.

This time, she called for the
trainer, who massaged and
stretched the arm and asked
van Roost the score.

"l totally didn't know . . . i
was so nervous,” she admitted

his was the ﬂrst t

Eﬂ.ﬂ e
uf a Grand Slam mament
since her second-round depar-
ture at Wimbledon in 1992 In
the meantime, she has won the
French and US Opens and
been a losing finalist seven
times.

The 23-year-old van Roost,
on the other hand, has won just
two small tournaments — last

ear in Wales and last week in
obart, Ausiralia. Her best
previous Grand Slam perfor-
mance was reaching the fourth
round of the Australian Open in
1992, shortly after she turned
ro
: "No. 1o, no," van Roost said

s

the Australian Open yesterday. Van Roost won 1-6, 6-4, S-

— AFP/UNB photo

Woodforde. who never has
beaten Sampras il 1ine tries
but has given him wrouble a2 the
past with his variety of spins,
reached the semifinals here last
year. On the way. he beat fellow
Australian Mark Philippoussis,
the man whe eliminated
Sampras.

Croatian big-hitter Goran
Ivanisevic hammered his way
into the fuurth round beating

‘,1 ’ﬁl!f 6-3.

seefed namber
thrée and I'H.Ii,kf'{l b i1 Lhe
world, touk two hours and 38
minutes to dispose of his 42nd
ranked opponent producing 26
aces along the way.

[vanisevic will play un-
seeded Norwegian Christiar
Ruud in the next round. Ruud
beat South Ailrican Neville
Godwin in another third-round
tie.

No. 5 Thomas Muster sur-
vived four set points in the sec-
ond set and won 6-4, 7-6 (7-2], 6-
3 against German qualiflier
Jeans Knippschild, setting up a
meeting with No. 11 Jim
Courier, who beat fellow Amer-
ican Jeff Tarango 6-1, 7-6 (7-3),

Slhu-Ting Wang 6-3, 7-6 (7-5).
No. 14 Mary Joe Fernandez de-
fcated Henrieta Nagyova of Slo-
vakia 6-2, 6-1. and No. 15
Chanda Rubin custed Czech
Sandra Kleinova 6-1, 6-3.

Spirlea now meets Habsu-
dova. Fernandez plays Swiss
player Patty Schnyder. a 7-6 (7-
4). 61 winner over Polish gual-
ifier Magdalena Grzybowska.
and Rubin piays vari Roost.

Va1l Roost said Lhat last
year, hier goal was 1o go Lo the
Clyiupics, which she r:h-:l but
she losi t¢ Sanchez Vicario in
thie firs: round

rlis year. Lier goal was to
beal a top 10 plaver lor the first
time, and she has done that al-
ready

'l was piaving well last week
so | had a lot of confidence, but
when | started the match I was
nervous of course,” van Roost
bublled. "For me it was the first
experienice in a Grand Slam
stadinm.”

Monica skips
Toray Pan
Pacific Open

TOKYO, Jan 18: A nagging
inger injury has forced Monica
Seles oul of the Toray Pan Pa-
cific Open women's'tournament
here this moenth. again frustrat-
mg officials hopes for a clash
with world number one Steifi
Graf. organisers said Friday.
reports AFP

Last year it was a oot injury
which kept Graf from the tour-
nament which was won by
Croatia s lva Majoli who beat
Seles in the quarter-finals.

"The tournament will ex-
tremely regret Monica Seles’
absence but we sincerely hope
she will make a comeback in
her best form." said a
spokesman for the organisers.

She has not 1:ﬂaye4:lg since De
cember 4.

when asked if she was well-
!. ] Ed
TOKYO, Jan 18:
Olympic silver me-
dalist Mia Audina
of Indonesia lan-
ded key smashes
Saturday to outsc-
ore world cham-
pion Ye Zhaoying
of China 12-9, 11-6, advancing
to the women's singles final at
the Yonex Japan Open badmin-
ton tournament. reports AP.

In the other hard-fought
semnifirtals match, China's Gong
Zhichao overcaine a 6-0 deficit
in the first set, rallying past
last week's Taipei Open cham-
pion Camilla Martin of Den-
mark 12-11, 6-11, 11-2.

in men's play, unseeded Pe-

ter Rasmussen of Denmark

breezed past veteran Indonesian-

Ardi Wiranata 15-2, 15-5.

[In Sunday's final match,
Rasinussen meets ninth-seeded
Park Sung-woo of South Korea,
who came from behind to
eliminate Taipei Open cham-

ion Peter Gade Christensen of

nmark 13-18, 15-10, 15-5.

In the men's doubles final
Sunday, Olympic champions
and top -scedeclp Rexy Mainaky
and Rmkey Subagdja of In-
donesia play against Olympic
bronze medalists and third seed
Antoniuss and Denny Kantorio.
also of Indonesia.

wau Mamna Hu:qna
Barbara Schett of Austria in the thll‘d mund of the

Australian Open in Melbourne yenbarda:.r

6-1.

plays a backhand return against

won 6-2,
/UNB phutu

advances to final

The women's doubles final-
tsts will be top-seeded Eliza and
Zelin Resiana of Indonesia vs
second seed Gu Jun and Ge Fei of
China.

In the mixed doubles final
also on Sunday, fifth seed Jens
Eriksen and Mariene Thomsen
of Denmark take on unseeded
Liu Yong and Ge Fei of China.,

The 170.000 dollars Japan
Open is the second in the 20
badminton Grand Prix Circuit
series this year, following the
season opener in Taipei.

"The game was really unpre-
dictable when | allowed Ye to
lead 5-2 in the second set.” said
the 17-year-old Audina. "Then [
found right things to do, that is
make her run more from one
corner to the other. And 1 at-
tacked only at the right mo-
ment.”

Audina. the worlds top-
ranked player. acknowledged
second-seceded Gong is a tough
opponent.

"She is powerful in attack
and good at defense. I'll have to
find her weak point on the court
tomorrow." she said.

Audina climbed to the No I
singles rank after winning the
US Open singles title last
September.

Gﬂn,g 19, winner of the 1996
Asian Championships, said she
beat Audina in their only
match so far. at the World
Grand Prix Finals in Jakarta In
November.

"I'l just do my best and try to
play in a relaxed manner to-
morrow.” she said.

Rasmussen, seeking his first
title in any Grand Prix-level
tournament, has reached the
final by eliminating, nmnnﬁ
others, fifth seed Ong Ewe Hoc
of Malaysia and nlnth seeded
Luo Yigang of China.

On his way to the final,
Park, the 1995 Sweden Open
champion, ousted Olympic
champion Poul-Erik Hoyer-
Larson in the third round.

"Rasmussen is a speedy,
Puwnrful player,” Park said.
Although he's coming back
from a year of slump due to leg

injuries, he's a tough foe to play
against.”

Park said he himself was in
a slhump the whole season last
year due to leg and knee in-

juries.

"I'm okay now. So is Ras-
mussen, | believe,” he said.



