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NEWS BRIEFS

JS session
resumes today

The 3rd session of the sev-
enth Parliament resumes today
at 11 am after a three-day re-
cess. The House was adjourned
on Wednesday after the speech
of President Justice Shahabud-
din Ahmed, reports UNB.

PM hosts iftar

Prime Minister Sheikh Ha-
sina hosted iftar to former
Presidents. Speakers. Minis-
ters. MPs. senior political lead-
ers, for diplomats and Vice-
Chancellors at Ganobhaban
yesterday evening. Former
president Mohammad Ullah,
Speaker Humayun Rashid
Chowdhury. Deputy Speaker
Advocate Abdul Hamid. Chiet
Justice ATM Afzal. lormer
Chief Justice and Chief Advisor
of the caretaker government
Habibur Rahman, ministers,
state ministers. MPs, presidium
nerhers of the Awami League,
polilical leaders and diplomats
attended the iftar party. reports

UNB.
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Police in separate drives
seized 555 bottles of phensidyl
syrup and arrested two young
men in this connection from
city's Khilgaon area in Sabu-
jb:F,h thana yesterday. A spe-
ci sguad of Sabujbagh police
halted an autorickshaw near
Khilgaon Pallima Sangsad and
recovered 510 bottles of contra-
band phensidyl at about 6:15
am and arrested autorickshaw
passenger Solaiman. In another
drive, a special squad ol

Detective Branch of police
seized 45 bottles of phensidyl

and arrested a young man,
Jalil. from Khilgaon area in the
morning, reports UNB.

Jahangir Saadat
envoy to Myanmar
The government has ap-

pointed Jahangir Saadat. at
present Deputy High Commis-
sioner of Bangladesh to Cal-
cutta, as the High Commis-
sioner to the Union of Myan-
mar, a Foreign Office press re-
lease said yesterday. Jahangir
Saadat is a career diplomat and
has served in Belgium. Kuwait,
United Kingdom. the Philip-

pines and India. reports BSS.

VOL. VII NO. 6 REGD. NO. DA 781

-

——— e

e ———

26 killed in Lahore|

bomb explosion

LAHORE, Jan 18: A massive
bomb exploded outside the La-
hore Sessions Court today
killing 26 people, wounding 100
more and leaving police fearing
the outbreak of bitter sectarian
fighting, report agencies.

Although no one has
claimed responsibility for the
bombing, several of the dead
and wounded were senior lead-
ers of a militant Sunni Muslim
ﬁruu known as Sipah-e-Sa-

abah Pakistan [SSP).

One n was arrested ap-
pareutly fleeing the scene, the
police said.

But the suspect has not been
identified, nor is it known
whether he was picked up be-
cause he was behaving suspi-
ciously or if he is lin to mil-
itant Shi'ite grg:cl)s that may
have been involved.

Bomb erts at the scene
said that at least five kilograms
of explosive materials was used,

although it wasn't known what
type ol material it was,

Among the dead was Zia-ur
Rahman, Patron-in-chief of
SSP.

SSP president Azim Tariq
was seriously wounded. Tariq
also is a candidate for the Na-
tional Assembly elections being
held next month.

Police has stepped up secu-
rity at Shi'ite mosques around
the country.

Official sources said at least
13 people died at the scene while
the rest succumbed to their in-
juries in the hospital.

The dead included Z A
Shahid, a photographer for a
local Urdu daily Khabrain, po-
lice said.

The bomb was detonated as

lice were the two SSP
eaders from jail to appear in
court in connection with a case
pending against them concern-
ing the murders of rival Shi'ite

leaders.

A police officer said the
bomb, planted in a motorcycle
outside the sessions court, "was
perhaps the most powerful de-
vice ever used” in Pakistan. The
judge esca injuries.

itnesses said the bomb ex-
ploded when the SSP leaders
came out of their vehicle and
supporters were showering
them with flower petals.

Thick black smoke engulfed
the area, triggering panic
among a large number of people
outside the court.

"People were screaming and
rushing here and there." a wit-
ness said adding that several

licemen with torn and par-
tially burnt uniforms were seen
limping from the area.

e local administration
chief, Kamran Lashari, said the
attack appeared to be "sectar-

ian."”
See Page 12 col 6
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UP Complex to
be set up in each
union, design
approved

By Staff Correspondent

The government has decided
lo set up Union Parishad Com-
plex in each union to coordi-
nate all development activities
at the union level, says a press
release of the Local Government

Engineering Department
(LGED).
Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina yesterday approved a
‘model’ of the proposed Complex
designed by the LGED. She also
directed the relevant depart-
ments to take necessary steps to
shift the existing union
parishad offices to these com-
plexes, it added.

Besides. housing the office of
a union parishad, the complex
will also be used as union level
offices of Health and Family
Welfare, Agriculture. Educa-
tion, Livestock, Ansar and VDP.
BRDB and LGED.,

The complex would enable
the villagers to ventilate their
various problems and difficul-

See Page 12 col 6

Khaledi at BNPPP meet

We'll take to streets if 4-pt
accord not implemented

BNP chiel and Leader of the
Opposition in the Jatiya
Sangsad Bepgum Khaleda Zia
vesterday said that her party
would ufilise all the opportuni-
ties available in and outside the
Sangsad to protest '‘persecution’
of opposition political ac-
tivists.

"... We'll take to the streets in
time.” Bepum Zia told a meeting
of the DBNP Parliamentary
Party (BNPPP). She also asked
the party lawmakers to raise
their voice in the House and
also mobilise public opinion
outside it against all ‘acts of re-
pression’ by the government.
according to meeting sources.

Begum Zia also instructed

the party legislators to raise in
the House the "deterioration of
law and order. diasaster in the

rhare market and inner-con
flict in the ruling party” and
advised them 1nai 1o be "harsh”

By Nazmul Ashraf

in their deliberations,
sources added.

The meeting held at the con-
ference room of the Opposition
in the Sangsad Bhaban yester-
day afternoon with m Zia
in the chair lasted for about one
hour and a half.

About her party's four-point

Anniversary of
Zia’s birth
today

The 61st birth anniversary
of late President Ziaur Rah-
man, the founding chairman of
the BNP, will be ebserved today.
reports UNB.

The BNP has drawn up pro-
grajiuyes to observe thegday. .

Party flag will be hoisted at
the BNP central office in the

See Page 12 Col 1
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agreement with the rtulin
Awami League, she said, "We'll
take firm steps if the accord is
not implemented .... In that
case, we'll be left with no option
but street agitations.” she said.

Reacting to Jatiya Party
chief HM Ershad's recent
statements about her party. she
said, "It's the outcome of Er-
shad's sold entente with AL. We
don't need to react now. Time
will come when the AL itself
will react.”

Some young lawmakers of
the party questioned the justifi-
cation of signing the accord
with ruling party which, ac-
cording to them, continued to
undermine Shaheed Zia in
various ways such as implicat-
ing him in the Mujib murder
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the accord saying it paved the
See Page 12 Col 4

Mohammedan Sporting Club forward Sadeq leads an assault on the India Airlines defence
during the crucial engagement of the ongoing international tournament at the Hockey
Stadium yesterday. The visitors beat the local giants 1-0, (Details on Page-10) — Star photo

'Card system' for sale of fertiliser

under pilot project soon

By Reaz Ahmad, back from Sherpur

Sale of fertiliser Lthrough
‘card system' is going to be in-
troduced in two thanas of Sher-
pur district very soon under a
pilot project. to ensure its sup-
ply to farmers at fair prices.

This was disclosed by Food
and Agriculture Minister Be-
gum Motia Chowdhury during a
visit to Sherpur on Friday.

“If it works well. the card
system can be replicated in
other places as well and | have
in my mind. if possible. disel
can also be distributed among
Peasan{u through this system

or operating irrigation
pumps,” the minister said
talking to this correspondent.

Cards will be issued to peas-
ants in Nakla and Nalitabari
thanas and they will be able to
buy fertilizer from designated
dealers showing those, she ex-
plained. Each asant's re-
guirement will be ascertained
taking into consideration the
area of land he cultivates, she
said.

Agriculture officials. now
working on this pilot project.
lold this correspondent that the
card system would ensure sup-
ply of fertiliser by the farmers
at fair in time of need
and remove the “loopholes” now

utilised by "fake larmers” to
creale artificial crisis.

Thana Nirbahi Oflicer (TNO)
of Nakla, Haradhon Gop told
this correspondent that names
of 18.000 peasants with areas ol
land under cultivation have so
for been registered in the thana.
TNO of Nalitabari. Abdul Matin
Khan. said some 16 800 peas-

Two murdered
in Chittagong

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Jan 18: Two
[)crsnns were murdered here
ast night, police said.

Gunmen shot dead a night
uard, Md Mostafa, 35, at the

urma Colony under Panch-

laish thana at 1:30 am. police
said

One Osman Gani was ar-
rested lor the killing.

In another incident, an au-
torickshaw driver, Abdur Ra-
him. was strangled at Keranir-
hat under Noapara village of
Raozan thana, police said.

" Local caught two sus-
m when they were
and handed them over Lo

Raozan police.

ants have been enlisted in his
thana.

They said cards will be is-
sued to all the enlisted farmers
soon after careful scrutiny, now

underway.

While visiting Rupnarayan
Kura union in Nalitabari
thana, Thana iculture Offi-
cer (TAO) Mihir Kumar Dey told

this correspondent that block
supervisors. who work at union
level enlisted the peasants fol-
lowing a specific criteria. "They
took the commanding area of
each deep tubewell as an unit,”
he said.

This correspondent also
talked to some peasants, many
of whom are landless share
croppers. "Who will get the
cards. the land owners or we?’ a

landless share croppers asked.
“We have to bear the cosl of fer-
tilizer that we use.”

Mihir Kumar Dey said this
issue is being considered. "If
cards are issued against land
owners, share croppers can al-
ways use those if they cultivate
their (land owners) lands.”

Badiuzzamar. Badsha, a lo-
cal peasant leader said, "Once
the card system is introduces,
fertilizer distribution will defi-
nitely be better managed.”

]

PCJSS agrees to
hold next round of

talks in Dhaka

KHAGRACHHARI, Jan 18:
Shantibahini leaders have
agreed to hold the next round
talks with the govermment in
Dhaka on January 25 to discuss
ways and means to resolve the
long running problems of Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts (CHT), re-
ports UNB.

A leader of Parbatya Chatte-
ram Jana Sanghati Samity
PCJSS), the political umbrella

of Shantibahini, sent a letter to
the liaison committee today.
saying that it will send a five-
member delegation to the peace
talks.

PCJSS Chairman Jotirindra
Bodiprya Larma will lead the
delegation to the talks with the
National Committee on Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts. Chief Whip
Abul Hasnat Abdullah will lead
the government side in the
talks that may continue for
more than one day.

This will be the third round
of talks between the PCJSS and
the present government. The
LIE,_IEViGUE BNP government had

the tribal insurgents in quest ol
See Page 12 Col 1

Jt monitoring of
water flow at
Hardinge Bridge
begins

PABNA. Jan 18B: Experts
from India and Bangladesh
started monitoring the [low of
the Ganges water at the
Hardinge Bridge point today.
reports UNB.

The joint monitoring is be-
ing conducted as per provision
ol the Indo-Bangla Ganges wa-
ter sharing treaty signed in New

| Delhi on December 12 last year.

Executive engineer of India's
central water commission
Pradip Kumer and its assistant
engineer RK P ..., and exec-
utive engineer of the Hydruhﬂ
Department ol Bangladesh S

Ainul Kabir recorded the flow ol

waler,
Officials said water level of
See Page 12 Col 2
Tk 2.75 lakh
snatched
In City

By Staff Correspondent

Muggers snatched Tk 2.75
lakh from two personc ‘n sepa-
rate incidents in Motijhe.' 1d
Ramna areas of the city yester-
day morning.

A gang ol three armed mug-
fers riding a motorcycle at-
tacked Nazrul [slam Kanchan
ol ABC Air Ltd when he came
out of his office at Motijheel

with Tk 2 lakh in a hand bag.
As Nazrul was about to get into

a waiting microbus. the mug-
gers hurled hand bombs at him
and snalched the hand hag al
g1 poinl

They soon fled the scene ex-
loding bombs, police said.
ﬁlazrul was going to the Ameri-
can Express Bank to deposit the

money.
A case has been lodged with

Motijheel thana.
oty m&t?&gﬂ]ﬂﬂdﬁ

Tk 5 lakh snatched
from bidi co

salesman in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Jan 1B: A
ang of terrorists snatched Tk
ﬁve akh from a salesman of a
bidi factory at Halishahar G-
block under Pahartali thana
this morning, police said.
While snatching the money,
Lhe terrorists opened fire on the
salesman of iz Bidi Com-
pany, Rajab Ali, who was carry-
ing the cash to deposit with a
bank at 9:30 am, police said.
Rajab was admitted to the
Chittagong Medical College
Hospital with bullet wounds.
According to police, four ter-
rorists equipped with arms ar-
rived at the scene on beard an
autorickshaw and intercepted

the company's van,

ML 2 Fadetinies path leaders of

Study on participatory planning

Meeting on 3-yr Rolling
Plan, FFYP today

By Inam Ahmed

The Plarming Comnuassion
is meeting today to discuss lor-
mulation of the Three Year
Rolling Investment Plan. and
the Fifth Five Year Plan.

According to official sour-
ces, it has been planned that the
Three Year Rolling Investment
Plan would be formulated
within this fiscal year. clearly
laying out, in advance. actions
for implementation of progra-
mmes for the next two vears.

Meanwhile, the government
has decided to conduct a feasi-
bility study of the Participatory
Perspective Planning (PPP),
formulated by the BNP govern-
ment, but later shelved.

An expert committee con-
sisting of "eminent economists
and personalities” will be
formed to see il the PPP could be

[ adapted to "Awami League's own

political philosophy and eco-
nomic programmes, . according

“{o o' policy paper*prepared 16r ©

today's meeting.
The PPP was lormulated af-

ter a long-cdrawn process by a
panel of experts with linancial
support from UNDP. But the
Japanese Annual Consultation
mission visiting early this year
had enquired about it leading to
its revival. the sources said.

The rolling investment plan
incorporating 237 new projects
envisages an investment of Tk
13,750 crore which is eight per
cent higher than the figure of
1996-97. This includes Tk 8,127
crore in local currency and TK
5.623 crore in Project Aid,

Regarding project alloca-
tions, the plan will give priority
to the on-going foreign-aided
projects. About new foreign-
aided projects. those for which
agreements have been signed or
those which have firm com-
mitment, would be given prior-
ity, the sources added.

The Planning Commission
gbserved that new projects 1o be

“ mpleniented with full local re.
sources should not be included
See Page 14 Col 3

President suggests FBCCI team

Build up social resistance
against loan defaulters

President Justice Shi-
habuddin Ahmed has called for
a 'social resistance against
loan defaulters and suggested
political parties not to harbour
them, reporis UNB.

"(Genuine businessmen, spe-
cially the FBCCI members.
should initiate a social resis-
tance against the bank loan de-
faulters."” he said while lalking
to a 27-member delegation of
the Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Comumerce and In
dustry (FBCCI} who called on
him at Bangabhaban yesterday.

"We need patriotic men of
strong character and integrity
for our socio-economic devel-
opment.” the President said
while observing that political
parties should not allow the
loan defaulters to join their
parties,

He said country's business
community should vent their
uianimous opinion to the po-
litical leaders lor ensuring a
sound linancial system.

Justice Shahabuddin also
suggested that the process of
granting loan and its recovery
should be sireamlined. He
sought cooperation ol all con-

cerned in the enlorcement ol ex-
isting laws relating to financial
matters.

The members of the delega-
tion, led by FBCCI president
Yusuf Abdullah Harun. ap-
prised the President of various
problems and difficulties facing
the penuine businessmen of the
country.

They said genuine busi-
nessmen were in difficulty get-
ting loans lrom banks because
ol a few selected bank loan de-
faulters.

The business leaders opined
that political stability, sound
industrial infrastructure, quick
decision of the government and
peaceful atmosphere are pre-
requisite to industrial devel-
opment of the country.

They viewed that privatisa-
tion policy of the government
should be geared up with certain
criteria to face the challenge ol
the free market economy.

The members ol the delega
tion brought to the notice of the
President the future problems
of the country's garment sector
which. at present, earns 65 per
cent of the foreign exchange for

See Page 12 col 6

Bangabandhu murder

CMM's Court takes up
case tomorrow to
complete formalities

By Mizan Al

The Chielf Metropolitan
Magistrate's Court, Dhaka. is
scheduled to take up the Banga-
bandhu murder case tomorrow,
for completing the procedural
formalities before it commits
the accused persons named in
lhe charge-sheet for trial in the
District and Sessions Judge's
Courl, sources concerned said.

Since it is a murder case, the
trial will be conducted by the
Court of District and Session
Judge, they added.

Some legal experts said the
judge's court, after taking cog-
nizance of the offence on receipt
of the case record, would com-
plete the formalities as laid
down in Section 339 B of the
Code of Criminal Procedure
(CrPC). The case would then be
ready for trial, they noted.

For the case (o proceed

nst those who are abscond-
ing, the court, according to Sec-
tion 339 B of the CrPC, will
have to notify through two lead-
ing Bengall dailies about

char inst them. Follow-
ing Lﬁ?:. Tﬂ: case against them

can be started. If the accused
fail to surrender before the
court within the specified pe-
riod, they will be tried in ab-
sentia, the legal experts said.

The trial court will decide as
to who would be made state wit-
nesses in the Bangabandhu
murder case, they ac :

Muanwhile. at least tour per-
sons made conlessional state-
ments during the CID investi-
gation into the case. On the is-
sue of state witness, officials
said CID only registers the con-
fessional statements but the
trial court decides about it.

The charge-sheet produced
by the CID is yet to reach
Dhanmondi thana, according
to police sources. CID took up
the case, filed with that thana
on October 2 last, accusing 14
persons.

CID arrested nine persons in
connection with the case so lar.
Six of them have also been ac-
cused in the charge-sheet. They
are former military officers:
Col Syed Farookur Rahman,

See Page 12 Col 3
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Assault on employee

District Collectorate
employees go on
indefinite strike
in Tangad

From Our Correspondent

TANGAIL. Jan 18: Judicial
functions of 17 magistrates’
courts in the district remained
suspended today as the employ-
ees of the District Collectorate
abstained from work and staged
a sit-in to protest what they
said assault on an employee by
an advocate,

The president of the Non-
garetted Employees Associa-
tion. Nazmus Sakib, announced
a programme ol indelinite
strike Irom today at a rally held
near the District Collectorate's
nitice. The association leader
also announced that the em-
plovees of TNO offices of 11
thanas under the district and
land offices would also join the
strike [rom tomorrow.

The Association alleged that
Abdul Al Siddiky, father of
MPs Abdul Kader Siddiky and
Abdul Latil Siddiky. assaulted
a1t empioyee of the Colteciorate,
Mohiuddin, on January 16 for

See Page |2 Col 2

PSC with US co
signed to explore

- oil, gas in Bay

A top US company signed o
roductlion-sharing contract
PSC). with Petrobangla yester-
day for exploring oil and gas in
two blocks of the Bay of Bengal.
considered as hydrocarbon-
rich area. reports UNB.
Rexwood-Okland, an Ameri-
can joint-venlure company.,
will explore oil and gas in the
offshore blocks 17 and 18 cov-
ering 18,367 square kilomefres
alomg the coastal belt stretching
from Cox's Bazar Lo Teknal.

Deputy Secretary of the Min-
isiry ol Energy and Mineral Re-
sources M A Gain and

| Petrobangla Secretary Abdul

See Pape 12 Col 2
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Melbourne's
master blasters

From Tawfiq Aziz Khan

MELBOURNE., Jan 18: Lawn
tennis today is essenlially a
power game. Gone are the days
of delightful touch and intelli-
gent placement. Bullet like
serves have continued to char-
acterise the modern day game
since the passage of greats like
John McEnree. Bjorn Borg and
Jimmy Connors. Monotonous
it may seem at times for such
pronounced presence of
strength, but the fact of the mat-
ter is that it is the most signifi-
cail feature of modern day ten-
nis. A look at the speed of some
of the fastest servers. both men
and women, will give an idea
how itmportant strength is in
today's tennis.

GORAN STILL ON TOP
PLAYER KM/H MPH
1 G Ivanisevic (CRO} 210 130.5
2 B Becker (GER] 207 128.7
3 T Enqvist (SWE) 207 128.7
4 M Rosset (SUI) 207 128.7
5 T Henman (GBR) 205 127 .4
6 C Moya (ESP) 204 126.8
7 M Stich (GER) 201 124.9
8 T Muster (AUT) 199 123.7
9 P Rafter (AUS) 199 123.7
10 J Frana (ARG) 197 122.4
11 G Grant (USA) 197 122.4
12 P Sampras (USA) 197 122.4
LADY LEADERS

PLAYER KM/H MPFH
| G Pizzichini (ITA) 173 107.5
2 H Sukova (CZE) 170 105.7
3 E Callens (BEL) 168 104.4
4 Y Basuki (INA) 167 103.8
5 S Grafl (GER) 167 103.8
6 L Neiland (LAT) 167 103.8
7 J Capriati (USA) 165 102.5
8 C Morariu (USA) 165 102.5
9L Ra (USA) 165 102.5
RS- £
11 :

12 R Zru ‘FR‘?SVFD 165 102.5



