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Women may expand

notion of politics

WASHINGTON . Jan 17, Four
olitically-active women lrom
Rmr different nations agreed
January 14 that politics is
power and women need to move
Irom women s participation to
women's leadership in the po-
litical arena, reports USIS

'Politics is about power:
Politics is the area for negotia-
tion of power.” according to De-
vaki Jain, a member ol the
Karnataka State Planning
Board and a leading puhlireﬁ'
reformer for women in India.

Speaking before delegates to
the International Development
Conference in Washington,
Jain stressed that women have
“many ways of enhancing poli-
tics. They may not only trans-
form politics but may expand
the notion of politics.

Jain spoke about "Women's
Political Presence and Women's
Rights in India" during a lun-
cheon on the second day of the
January 13-15 conference. She
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Japanese marks Kobe

Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimotlo said vésterday that t
killer earthquake which siruck Kobe two years ago was an

Al least one marine was officially listed as missing
t others were wounded, a statement fromm the

US slams arrest of

“'The United States saidon Thursday it was "deeply concerned”.
"about the'arrest of bppesition, |
' t's contempt dor democracy and human
rights, Reuter reports from Washington.

president Mahmane Ousmane and two other opposi-
tion leaders were arrested following a turbulent weekend
protest in the West African state. Witnesses said they had been
transferred to unknown destinations. “This latest repression of
the peaceful political opposition clearly demonsirates the
regime's continued determination to thwart democracy and
basic human rights." State Department spokesman Nicholas

was joined by Nancy Birdsall,
Execullve Vice President of the
Inter-American Development
Bank, who announced the es-
lablishment ol a World Bank
fund to expand women's leader-
ship in business and politics.

The fund. which will begin
with a $350.000 grant from
Norway, and receive donatlions
Irom organizations and foun-
dations worldwide, is expected
to reach 3.5 million dollars.
Birdsall said that the money
would be used to "educate politi-
cal parties about women and to
inform women about their
(politicall rights.”

"Also speaking at the lun-
cheon were Marcela Bordenave,
National Representative of
Congress (FREPASO), Ar-
gentina; Edith Ssemple. Am-
bassador of Uganda to the
United States, and Kari Hel-
liesen, Member of Parliament
for Norway.

ed'ax_:

portant lesson” lor Japan in dealing with future natural
disasters, AFP reporis from Tokyo.

Speaking at an austere ceremony marking the second
anniversary of the country's worst earthquake in 70 years,
Hashimoto also pledged to do more to improve tlic housing and
job prospects of survivors. We can now see a fuli recovery but,
on the otherhand, more than 40,000 households are stﬂlrg}
to live in temporary houses, he said. .

Blast rocks US abortion clinic: »

second explosion rocked a buildin
abortion clinic yesterday while federal officials comber
through the debris left by a first blast, local television reported.

rced

housing an Atlanta

Live television coverage of the scene showed smoke pouring
I:ll—?.-ﬁl! container in the corner of the

Atlanta northside family plannin
Television reporis said the second
the scene, including firefighters and a cameraman.

23 artefacts robbed in Zambia:

Zambia's Livingstone National Museum was robbed over night
of 23 artefacts worth of 850,000 US dollars, Xinhua repurts

'parlu‘ng lot of the
centre after a loud bang.
last injured some people atl

The Zambia news agency quoted southern division police
as saying yesterday a hole was found dug

in the roof for the thieves to enter the museum's building.
e artefacts stolen dated back as in the 1920s.

Rebels kill 4 marimes in Colombia:
Leftist rebels killed at least four Colombian marines and took

t others prisoner on Thursday in an atiack in northwestern
overnment an

military officials said, Reuter
after the

leaders:

s im- . a move it said

Mom H%hﬂilﬂ Alaﬁt: Moroccan

e-scenes supporter of the peace
Bruccu. on Thursday wrote to congratulate Palestinian leader
asser Arafat for the Israeli-Palestinian agreement on Hebron,

the accord, withdrawing Israeli l:oogrla
from much of Hebron and the West Bank, would t the

ple to climb the rest of the steps leading to the
realisation of their aspirations.”

congratulatory letter to Netanyahu.

Hassan also wrote a

Bid to seek soldiers’ release

Colombia offers direct talks
with rebels

BOGOTA. Jan 17 : President
Ernesto Samper's government
sald Thursday it was ready to
negotiate directly with the
country's largest rebel group to
Eﬂm the release of 60 soldiers

eld since Aug. 30, reports AP.

The president was prepared
to meet face to face with rebels
ol the Revolutionary Armed
Forces of Colombia ([FARC) and
has proposed a meeting in Costa
Rica or an unspecilied
Eurnﬁfl:an country,. according to
an official in Samper's press
office.

The official, who spoke on
condition he not be further
identified. confirmed a report
by RCN radio that said the Red
Cross would serve as interme-
diary in organizing talks.

After the governiment disclo-
sure, Navy commander Adm.
Edgar Romero announced that
three marines were killed and
eight wounded Thursday morn-
ing during a firefight with
FARC guerillas in northwestern
Colombia.

Nine marines were taken
captive by the rebels in the en-
counter near the rural town of
Jurado, soldiers told Dr Jimmy
Torres. director of the hospital
100 kilometers (60 miles) to the
south in Bahia Solana, where
some of the wounded were
treated.

Romero. speaking at a
Bogota news conference, said
only that the nine marines were
"missing.” The soldiers had
been on patrol.

There was no
word from the rebels on
whether they would accept the
government offer for talks., but
such negotiations would boost
the FARC's image. It has sought
to use the captive soldiers as a
bargaining chip to gain politi-
cal legitimacy

Costa Rica's deputy foreign
minister, Rodrigo Carreras,
told The Associated Press on
Thursday that his country had
nol received a formal request to
broker negotiations but was of-
fering its services.

immediate

Mourners blam e state govt for Sam ant murder

BOMBAY. Jan 17: A shut-
down crippled Bombay today. a
day after India's best-known
unionist Dalta Samant was
gunned down in public, as thou-
sands of angry mourners
blamed the state government
tor the murder. reports AFP.

A spokesman at Bombay's
police control room said buses,
taxis and scooler-rickshaws
went off the roads and factories
were shut f[ollowing a strike
called by leftist and centrist
were trade unions.

There were reports of iso-
lated violence but police said
they had the situation under
control.

Samant. who once led
250,000 workers in the nation's
longest strike, was travelling in
a car with his doctor son and
driver when they were am-

bushed by four gunmen in a
scooler-taxi near his home in
Lhe suburb of Powal.

The assailants forced the car
to stop. got out and shot the 65-
yvear-old Samant several times
at close range. police said. His
son was unharmed but their
driver was critically wounded.

Samant. who has twice been
elected a provincial deputy, was
rushed to his son's private hos-
pital where he died as surgeons
removed to 10 bullets fram his
head. chestl and stomach.

There were no claims of re-
sponsibility for the attack.

Angry workers put up black-
boards condemning the assas-
sination at street corners and
blamed the Hindu nationalist
combine running the western
state of Maharashtra. of which

Strike cripples Bombay

Bombay is capital, for Samant's
killing.

Witnesses said some 45,000
eople thronged Samant's tiny
ﬁnuse in a working class dis-
trict, forming snaking queues
io pay homage to the leader and
shouting slogans against
Maharashtra's Shiv Sena
(Shivaji's army) government.

"Long live Datta Samant,"
they shouted. "We vow revenge
against the killers,” and "down
with the Shiv Sena."

Maharashtra Chief Minister
Sand Shiv Sena leader
Manohar Joshi and Deput
Chief Minister Gopinath Munde
faced an croweds an abuse
late Thursday when they went
to Samant's house to offer con-
dolences and had to leave under
tight security, witnesses said.

-

An lsraeli soldier waves to celebrating Palestinians at the gate of the lsracli army head-

quarters in Hebron, where they gather after they learnt that the Israeli parliament
ratified late Thursday, the agreement between Israel and the Palestinian Authority on
the Israeli army's withdrawal from most of the West Bank city of Hcbron. The
headquarters will be in Palestinian control.

— AFP/UNB photo

HONG KONG, Jan 17: After
156 years of British rule, Hong
Kong and China signed an
agreament: Friday ren- the
boundary separating this terri-
t;?é fromy € iPEh s# main-
1 , reports -

The nt was signed in
the Chinese city of Shenzhen,
bordering Hong Kong, by John
Ashton, deputy political ad-
viser of the Hong Kong govern-
ment, and Xiao Jinzhe, an off}-
cial of the Guangdong Provin-
cial Government.

With 165 days left before
Hong Kong returns to Chinese
sovereignty on July 1, the
agreement removes uncertain-
ties and ambiguities and that
ought to be in general good for
the handover process,” Ashton
told repurteras.

He said the boundary negoti-
ations that lasted eight years
were in response (o needs aris-
ing Irom rapid economic devel-

opment on both sides that have
turned the boundary into one of
the busiest borders of the world.

Ashign said the agreement
would not, produce 'a dramatic
change to everybody's lives
overnight,” but would Tfacilitate
operationd ‘against illegal
cross-border activities.

"It removes one of the risk
factors which potentially can
lead to incursions,” he added.

Previous Chinese incursions
into Hong Kong waters to grab
suspecied smug had stoked
up serious diplomatic tussles
between China and the British
colony.

The incidents provoked
alarm about China's seemingly
cavalier attitude toward the
laws of the sea and concern that
even though China does not re-
cover Hong Kong until 1997, the
colony has already lost control
of its sea borders.

The new boundary is based

'HK, China agree on boundary talks

on clearly identifiable natural
features rather than the arbi-
lrary lines on maps, a stale-
went said. | 14

I ASKLOH ' sATd the prolonged
negofiations were due to ‘com-'
plex questions inyvolved.

"In some areas, the existing
boundary simply isn't clear,” he
said, citing as an example the
Shenzhen River. which is used
to help define the dividing line,
yet gradually changes course
over the years.

Under the new boundary,
Hong Kong will acquire about
100 hectares (250 acres) of land
previously under the control of
Guangdong province, and ?vz
back about 12 hectares (30
acres).

Aston said follow-up work,
including a joint survey with
the Guangdong authorities of
the entire boundary, will take
three to four months.

Rafsanjani for political

solution to Afghan crisis

TEHRAN. Jan 17: Iranian
President Akbar Hashemi Ral
sanjani told Pakistan's foreign
minister Thursday that no mil-
itary solution was possible for
neighbouring Afghanistan’s
contlict, the Islamic Republic
News Agency reported. says AP

Rafsanjani. meeting with
Shahzada Yaqub Khan during
his three-day visit to Iran. said
only peaceful negotiations
could end the fighting. the
agency said.

"This crisis has no military
solution. Neighbouring coun-
tries. including Iran and Pak-
istan, should help end these
domestic confilicts through
peaceful means with the partic-
ipation of the warring lactions.”

afsanjani was quoted as
saying.

The Pakistan said the war in
Afghanistan had not caused a
rift between Iran and Pakistan.
Both the Muslim countries, but

Pakistanis are mostly Sunni
Muslims, while Iranians adhere
to the rival Shi'ite sect.

Iran has been allied with

ousted Afghan president
Burhanuddin Rabbani. a
Shi'ite. while Pakistan is

widely believed to have given
linancial and military support
to the Sunni Taliban militia
which drove Rabbani's govern
ment lfrom the capital Kabul
last September,

"Pakistan believes that the
Alghan crisis, despite the nega-
tive propaganda. has nol
strained relations between
Tehran and Islamabad. On the
contrary. it has led to further
cooperation between the two
countries to help put an end to
the civil war in Afghanistan,’
Khan was quoted as saying.

He said that the two neigh
bouring countries wanted to see
peace in Alghanistan restored
and its sovereignty respected.

During the meeting. Rafsan-
jani alse gave priority to
sirengthening relations be-
tween Iran and Pakistan, say-
ing that cooperation.should not
be affected by "minor issues."

Earlier Thursday. the secre-
tary ol Iran's Supreme National
Security Councll, Hassan
Rowhani. called for a crack-
down on terrorist groups in
Pakistan.

The council handles all
threats to national security and
groups representatives from the
interior, defence and foreign
ministries as well as from the
armed lorces

Sunni Muslim militants are
believed to have assassinated
two prominent Shi'ite figures in
Pakistan earlier this month
The two Shiites — Zulfakar Ali
Nakavy and Haji Ayoub Ali
Savky lrom the Nehzat Jaafari
Movement

Gaddafi slates
Hebron accord

TRIPOLI, Jan 17: Libyan
leader Moamer Gaddafi, who
opposes the Arab-lsraeli peace
process, denounced Thursday
the Israeli-Palestinian agree

mernt on the West Bank town ol

Hebron. reports AFP.

"The goal of Israel's obsii
nacy for the past few months
was to oblige the Palestinians
and the Arabs to accept this de-
ception." the colonel was quoted
by the official Libyan news
agency JANA as saying.
~ "The Israeli Tﬂl?ﬁﬂl‘}f retreat
Irom Hebron does not mean
that the town has been freed.
The (Israeli) military will con-
tinue to surround it from the
outside and to occupy Pales-
linian lands,” he said.

This was the first Libyan re-
action to the agreement con-
cluded early Wednesday by Is-
raeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu and Palestinian
President Yasser Arafat.

Syria, Iran and extremist
Palestinian groups have also
condemned the thrnn accortl,
under which the Israeli mili-
tary will pull out of 80
of the town where 400 Jewish
settlers live amid 120.000
Palestinians.

US Academy of
Sciences signs
deal with China

BEIJING, Jan 17: The US
Academy of Sciences has signed
A cooperation deal with its
Chinese counterpart to work
towards better resources man-
agement in the next century,
;{?Phua reported today, says

"The future of the world de-
pends on the intelligent use of
science and technology in the
face of an expanding popula-
tion," Academy president Bruce
Alberts told the news agency.

"It is clear that in the next
century, China and the United
States will be the leading coun-
tries of the world and we both
have the need and ability to
work closely together.” he
ndded.

The agreement stipulates
that the US Academy will de-
vote "most of its funds for in-
lernational cooperation” to
programmes that allow young
scientists from the Chinese
Academy of Sciences to meet
and cooperate with their US
counterparts.

China hands over
remains of US

airmen

BEIJING. Jan 17: China to-
day handed over the remains of
US airmen killed i1 a World
War lhowb grash lellowing the
disclosure ol the crasd site i
sovithern @RIAM Bt Year. re-
ports -AFP.

'‘'The! remains of the Ameri-
can flyers were handed over to
US Ambassador James Sasser
and loaded onto a US military
transport plane in caskets
draped with the stars and
stripes to be flown to the Cen-
tral Identification Laboratory
in Hawaii.

Ten crew members were on
board the B-24 bomber when it
crashed near Guilin in August
1944 while returning to its Chi-
nese base from a bombing raid
against Japanese ships near
Taiwan.

Crashing on the edge of a
cliff, 1,828 metres (6,032 feet)
above sea level, the plane
wreckage was scatlered across a
500-metre deep ravine.

Iliescu elected
head of Romanian

OppOSl{lOﬂ

BUCHAREST. Jan 17: For-
mer President lon lliescu was
elected Friday head of the party
he founded during the 1989
anti-Communist revolt, now
the main opposition force in
Romania, national radio re-
ported, reports AP.

lliescu. who i1s a member of

arliament's upper chamber,
as said he will battle corrup-
tion within his Social Demorc-
racy Party's ranks and turn it
into "a constructive opposi-
tion."

His party holds 25 per cent ol
the seats in the bicameral par-
llament, making it the biggest
single party. Other parties are
smaller or have formed coali-
tions,

"The party was sanctioned
by a negative vote, generated by
the population's dissatisfaction
and the way in which we ruled
the country,’ lliescu told party
members at a party conference.

[liescu lost to President Emil
Constantinescu in a runoff in
November. partly due lo cor
ruplion in his party which also
led to ils defeal in general elec-

Hots
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No apparent sign yet to resolve Peru's hostage crisis

LIMA, Jan 17: Through
binoculars, police scrutinize
the windows of the Japanese
ambassador's residence for
evenn the slightest movement.
Reporters watch from rooftops
nearby. reports AP

Peru's hostage crisis has

ed on for nearly a month.
Rebels still hold 74 captives.
Hundred of police and reporters
are still st out around the
residence. in an upscale Lima
suburb.

Elsewhere in the city, how-
ever. Peruvians have other
things to think about. As the
hostage standoff becomes rou-
tine. people have turned their
attention back to the concern of
daily life — jobs. summer vaca-
tions and the national soccer
teamn

"We only have time to work,
not chat.” said Maria Samanez
as she cooked sweet potatoes at
a grimy street stall in Lima's

working-class neighborhood of
La Voctoria.

That attitude suits the gov-
ernment just fine.

The Tupac Amaru Revolu-
tionary Movement thrives on
publicity. and Peru's leaders are
trying to take the spotlight off
this rebel group. which stormed
the ambassador's residence dur-
ing a diplomatic party Dec. 17.

T}ﬂs week, the government's
chie tiator in the e
standnngg;sked TV I:Itrl.:muﬁveﬂn
scale back coverage.

And President Alberto Fu-
jimori seized a state visit by his
Ecuadorean counterpart to
show Peru's affairs were in or-
der. Photos of the visit knocked
the hostage story off the front

pages of Peru's ;
‘It indicates, 'I'm e and
life goes on as usual. ... I'm

ready to wait until the cows
come home.” Hernando de Soto,

and a lormer Fujimori adviser,
said of the state visilt.

Among the hoslages are Pe-
ruvian Foreign Minister Fran-
cisco Tudela and others of polit-
ical value — judges. congress-
men, police generals and a

ounger brother of Fujimori.
undreds have been released.
the last batch on Jan 1.

But while the hostages may
be important to Peru's govern-
ment. they have little relevance
to ordinary Peruvians

“Those are people who don't
have anything to do with us.”
said Julio Ugarte, a parking lot
attendant in La Victoria. "The
terrorists aren t representatives
of the people. because nobody
supports them. Nor are the

8.

These days, Lima residents
drive 45 minutes to the beaches
to escape the summer heat.
They honked car horms and
danced in the streets Sunday af-

ter Peru beat Chile 2-1 in a
World Cup soccer qualifying
match.

But that doesn’'t mean the
hostages are forgotten. The soc-
cer coach dedicated the victory
to the remaining captives. Red
and-white national flags fly in
solidarity over many homes.

People have little sympalhy
for the rebels. who demand
Ireedom for hundreds ol jailed
comrades. The Tupac Amaru
has won few converts in a na-
tion exhausted by 16 years of
rebel violence: that's why the 20
or so rebels inside the ambas-
sador's residence cherish Lhe
media attention the govern-

ment is trying to deny them.
Many Peruvian ournal-

ists complied when ucation

Minister Domingo Palermo

asked them to cutl coverage.
Palermo, a major shareholder
in Lia's Channel 9 television

slation. owns stations in four
northern cities. The media rely
heavily on government adver-
tising.

Several TV vans have left the
hostage site, where camera
crews and photographers sleep
in cars or deck chairs in the
street under klieg lights. Some
residents say police have told
them they are aiding terrorism
by allowing reporters to work
from their homes.

In the first development in
days, guerillas said Wednesday
they accepted the government's
proposal to creale a peace
commission to mediate.

Television stations, which
once routinely broke into regu-
lar programs with updates,
waited until 7 p.m. newscasts to
report the latest. Even then,
they cited a government state-
ment detailing the rebel re-
sponse instead ol talking to a

rebel spokesman.

In the early 1990s, local me-
dia often respected the govern-
ment's request to play down ter-
rorist attacks by the Shining
Path, the larger and more vio-
lent of Peru's two rebel group.

Lima residents alarmed by
Jarge car bombs would find
newspaper accounts buried on
inside pages the next day,
Sometimes the explosions
weren't reported at all.

Dwindling attention may
alarm the Tupac Amaru, for
whom public relations has been
as powerful a weapon as their
rifles and grenades. In La Victo-
ria, one resident speculated the
fadi interest could prompt
the Is to end the standoff.

"It could speed things up i
they lose that attention, and
force them to make decisions
more quickly.” said Camilo Va-
lencia, owner of an auto parts

shop.

Sudan's President
Beshir on Thursday rallied”
troops lor a "decisive battle”
against Ethiopia as a rebel ol-
lensive against his government
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Kremlin preparing to bring
Romanov royal family back?

MOSCOW, Jan 17: The
Kremlin is secretly preparing to
bring Russia's Romanov roval
[rumily back to the country and
tive it a lop role, a magazine re-
ported Thursday, reports AFP.

Under a secret decree that
has already been preﬁmrerl. the
descendants ol Nicholas II, who
was execuled along with his
immediate family by the
Bolshevik revolutionaries in
1918, would be given an official
status, the weekly Ogonyok re-

ported.

Grand Prince Georgy
Mikhailovich, 15, his mother
Grand Duchess Maria

Valentionovna and his grand.
mother Grand Duchess Leonida
Goergevna, have been invited to
return, the magazine said.

A government dacha in the
village of Maloe Kolchugino.
jusl outside Moscow. has been
prepared and a former officer in
President Boris Yeltsin's presi-
dential guard has been chosen
lo tuter the grand prince, the
report said.

The Kremlin fatly denied
the article. as it has done other
unconfirmed reports over the
last weeks of an imminent re-
turn of the royal family.

According to Nicholas
Urusov, part of the Russian no-
bility living in Paris. there may
be something to the latest re-
port,

The dacha in question was
diven 1o the grand duchess by
the government six months ago,
he told AFP. "There is nothing
official,” he said, "but there is
no simmoke without fire.”

There has been talk of bring-
ing the imperial family bac
skice 1993 when Grand Duchess
Maria and her son travelled
across Russia.

The Kremlin's most direct
interest could be to reinforce
the support for Yeltsin among
the nationalists. But there fs
also the more elusive aim of
restoring Russia's tattered sense
ol identity following the col-
lapse ol Soviet power.

Oftf the Record

Lead — yet another
cause of tooth decay

LONDON: Lead from

trallic

lumes and old-fashioned

plumbing may be rotting people's teeth. Spanish researchers
were quoted as saying on Thursday, reports Reuter.

Francisco Gil and colleagues at the Liniversity of Grenada
found that adults and children whaose teeth contained high lev-
els ol lead also had more tooth decay. staining and plaque, New

Scientist magazine reporied.

C'hildren who had 10 or more civities had an average of
three times as much lead 11 therr bBlood as children with no

decay.

Gil's group who reported their lindings in the science of the
total environment, said lead may go directly into the teeth or
may reach them via the bloodstream.

They said they thought lead attacked the enamel coating thar

protects the teeth.

Leaded petrel can release lead particles into the air, while
drinking water can be polluted [rom pies containing lead. Lead
15 knowmn to cause brain damagpe and mental retardation.

Jackson fever
grips Montreux

MONTREUX. Switzerland: Jackson fever has hilt the stately
lakeside Llown of Montreux, reports AP

With a black scarl over his nose and mouth, black shirt,
dark slacks and red jacket. the megastar was spotted by adoring
fans at the luxury Palace hotel, the Swiss mass-circulation

tabloid Blick repo

rted Thursday.

Jackson is being (reated at the renowned "La Prairie” clinic
in Montreux. There a nurse told the newspaper: "Mr Jackson
has a cold. He has been given medicine."

La Prairie is famous for rejuvenation 'reatments and other

aesthetic and rehabilitating cures.

Wednesday he was seen disappearing into the town's easino,
i o he reimaliied loi several hours. But first appearances were
deceiving. The casine has a music studio with keyboards.

Later he was spotted in a car outside his hotel, signing auto-

graphs.

A fan, Fabijo Purci, 13, said: "It is the real Michael Jackson. |
have hundreds of bioks with his signature inside — and the
autograph he gave me is nhsolutely identieal " T AT

' Mission of rescue
lonely bull

SEOUL: Help is on the way for a lonely bull who washed up
on a mine-strewn inlet in the Korean demilitarised zone. re

poris AP,

An animal doctor will be joined by Marines on their mission
to Yoo-do islet Friday. military oflicials said.

The bull drifted downstream during summer floods and
climbed onto the islet in the middle of the no-man s-land
separaling the rival Koreas. The 4-kilometre-wide (2.5-mile
wicle) zone is so heavily mined that even soldiers fear to tread

on it,

The bull's fate has drawn national attention since county
officials asked the central government to help the bull earlier

this month.

Any operation wilhin the tense boruer zone risks armed
¢lashies belween North Korea and South Korea. The rivals are

«Hll technicallv At war.

politics?

LUANDA, Angola: Dismissing claims back home that she
was meddling in politics. Prinecess Diana ended a four-day tour
to Angola on Thursday by pledging continued support for a Red I
Cross campaign to ban land mines. reports AP.

Before boarding her plane. the princess said her visit
“convinced me that | must continue to play a part in the ongoing

worldwide campaign to ban land mines.’

Although Conservative politicians have slamned her trip,
British public opinion Iar;_{nﬂ' backed the princess.

"Thank you ma'm: and please keep it up.” read an editorial in

the left-leaning Guardian newsll:u

taking a clear and unequivoca

weaponry. The right-wing Daily Mail wrote: '
— work tor which she is

is doing good work out
wonderfully well-suited.”

there

aper. which praised Diana lor
stand apainst the dangerons

"Manifestly. Diana

Crime scene photos
hit newsstands

BOULDER, Colorado; A supermarket tabloid with crime
scene photos from the slaying of child beauty queen JonBenet
Ramsey hit newsstands, but many outlets refused to sell it, re-

ports AP -
Boulder (County oflicials

demanding return of the photos

and a ban on their further publication. filed for a temporary re-
straining order Monday against The Globe, a 1.3-million circu-
lation weekly. State Judge Roxanne Bailin did not immediately

rule.

In a hearing conducted by telephone, attorney Tom Kelley.

representin

The Globe. argued against the order. saying the ol-

ficlals lailed to prove any laws were broken

JonBenet's parents, John and Patricia Ramsey, also have
threatened a lawsuit against The Globe. The tabloid's editor,
Tony Frost, defended its right to publish what it sees [it.

Sudan rallies troops for
battle against Ethiopia

™
GiB }. 7
(hmar al-

KHARTOUM,

His comments came as the

Sudanese upﬁoslllnn vowed to
broaden its ofle

spread from the southeastern
border
northeast region ol Kassala —

nsive which has

with Ethiopia to the

threatened to become a full-
scale international war, reporls
AFP.

Sudan has accused its neigh-
hour of supporting the broaden-
ing rebel offensive which began
on Smldﬁy.

“The decisive battle has be-
gun,” Beshir said in Khartoum
as Sudan sent a 30-truck convoy
of troops and supplies to engage
rebels in the east.

In an address targeted at the
Ethiopian leadership, he said:
"When you arrived starving, we

ve you food, when you came to
threaten us, we calmed you and
now that you have come as in-

vaders, we are to %rve u
a lesson you never rgt:{.?

over 500 kilometres (300 miles)
away — on the borders with
Eritrea.

Hashimoto to visit
China 1n Sept

TOKYO, Jan 17: Japanese
Prime Minister Ryutarn
Hashimoto will visil Beijing
around September to commem-
orate the 25th anniversary of
normalised diplomatic rela-
tions between Japan and
China, the Yomiuri Shimbun
said today, reports AFP.

Japanese Foreign Minster
Yukihikoikeda will travel to
Beijing sometime this spring to
prepare for the visits,




