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Israel hands over army HQ

) Palestinians take control

of Hebron after 30 years

HEBRON. (West Bank) Jan.

17: A young Palestinian
climbed up a tall antenna on Is-
rael's former military head-
quarters at dawn today, his na-
tional flag on a stick tucked in
the back of his pants. At the top
he planted the banner, then
raised a hand in triumph, re-
ports AP.

The moment ushered in a
new era in Hebron. the city that
had become a symbol of bitter
strife. After 30 years of Israeli
military rule and three months
of tortuous negotiations, Pales-
tintan police took control of 80
per cent of the city.

The handover. the first tan-
gible step by Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu's government in mak-
ing peace with the Palestinians.

.was remarkably brief and calm.

But tensions rose hours later
as Palestinians sculfled with
Israeli troops patrolling a
downtown square adjacent to
Jewish settler enclaves.

At one point, Palestinians
threw rocks. bottles and pota-
toes at Israeli troops. Police in
riot gear charged through a
Palestinian vegetable market
next to the square.

Alter the confrontation, the
army declared the square off-
limits to Palestinians.

The new arrangement for
Hebron will leave Israeli troops
downtown to protect the 500
Jewish settlers. Up to 20,000
Palestinians live in the area
thalt remains under Israeli con-
trol.

At dawn. the lIsraeli and
Palestinian commanders
shook hands, a long convoy of
Israeli jeeps pulled out of the
military headquarters, and
Palestinian police drove into
the compound.

"This is the happiest day ol
my life.” a Palestinian police
officer shouted, leaning from a
window in Lhe headguartlers
and flashing a victory sign.

In the downtown Bab lza-
wiva district, Palestinian police
directed traffic. standing where
Israeli troops had manned a
checkpoinl only days earlier.

Shopkeepers hung Pales-
tinian llags in their windows. A
15-foot [b-meter) sign declared:
"The Hebron municipality wel-

See Page 12 Col |

The BNP parliamentary
party will meet today. the sec-
ond in four days,to decide the
party's strategy on different is-
sues in the Jatiya Sangsad.

"This meeting has been
called mainly to decide the
party position on the Presiden-
i's address to the House, select
the issues the party intends to
raise in the House, monitor
implementation of the recenl
accord with the ruling party
and review the latest political
situnation,” BNP leader and
Chief Whip of the Opposition in
the JS Khandakar Delwar Hos-
sain told The Daily Star last
night.

The BNP returned to the
House following signing of a
four-point accord with ruling
Awami League, BNPPFP's earlier
meeting on Tuesday endorsed

gigegment and discussed

Hﬂﬁitlﬂ hUﬁif‘d an ar W'H“ Il‘-ﬂ,i 167 |S511eS.

leaders of different professional
groups and well-known
personaljties in different fields
at her official residence vester-
day. Teachers, journalists,

The meeting will discuss
sirategies in dealing with all
the issues already placed in the
House as well as those likely 1o
come up. he'said.

By Nazmul Ashraf

the Treasury bench members in
the next meeting of the Business
Advisory Commiittee to allow us
to speak on issues including the
Ganges water sharing treaty.
proposed sub-regional group-
ing. persecution of the uPpnsi-
tion political activists, filing of
conspiratorial cases against
Begum Zia and other party
leaders, deteriorating law and
order and stagnancy in the
economy.” he said.

Replying to a question, the

Programme on
Zia’s birthday
begins toda

The BNP has drawn up pro-
ramme to celebrate the 61st

with anniversary of its found
ing Chaiemau late JPresident
Zinur Rahmaf ™Morfow, re
ports LINB.

To mark the day, the Jatiy-
atabadi Samajik Sangskritik
Sangstha will organise a chil-
dren’'s art and speech competi-

BNP chairperson andleader

BNP meets today to decide
its stand on i1ssues In JS

Opposition Chief Whip said his
party will attend the meetings
of various JS committees and
the UNDP Task Force on
strengthening the parliament
as soon as BNP's proper repre-
sentation in those ies is
guaranteed by the ruling party
as per the agreement.

Asked if his party will re-
consider its plan to launch
sireet agitations after the Eid-
ul-Azha if its agreement with
the ruling party is imple-
mented, he said. "Implementa-
tion of the agreement will en-
able us to raise various issues in
the House ... Bul we will have to
go to the people to realise our
demands if those are not settied
on the fleor.”

"The final decision on the is-
sue depends on many things,
mainly the government's be-

ta came.”

of the maﬂiun in the Jatiya

Sﬂrlﬁaa gum Khaleda Zia at
a public meeting on January 7
threatened Lo launch vigorous

Nepalese trucks
barred from
entering India

KATHMANDU, Jan 17: India
has been barring trucks carry-
ing Nepalese goods from enter-
ing the country despite a re-
cently signed bilateral trade
agreemernt, reports AFP.

Some 55 trucks from Nepal
carrying goods for Indian mar-
kets were barred at several bor-
der crossings in recent days,
sources at the border said.

. The trucks may have been
stopped "due to the Indian gov-
ernment's reluctance to accept
the certificate of origin pro-
vided 10 Nepalese products by
the Federation of Nepal Cham-
ber of Commerce andp Industry.”
said Nepalese businessman
Ram Lal Agarwal.

But chamber chairman
Padma Jvoti disagreed. "The
present problem arose because
the commerce treaty with India
is quite new while India still
has to implement and manage

it properly.”

STl New" Del s _bo
‘trossing authoffties about the

new treaty, Jyoti added.
Under the agreement signed
December 4, India allows ent

<

to all but a few Nepalese prod-"

Try corrupt BNP men,
Ershad urges PM

RANGPUR. Jan 17: Jaliya
Party Chairman Hussain Mao-
hammad Ershad today urged
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
to hold the trial for corruption
committed during the BNP
regime. reports UNB.

“You [Hasina) will be identi-
fied as a promise-breaker if you
don't hold the trial." he said ad-
dressing a huge public meeting
at the local Zilla School
ground.

Recalling the election pledge
of the Prime Minister. Ershad
said Hasina will be unable to
continue her politics if she does
not try the corrupt people of
BNP.

"People of this area will not
be with you (Hasina) and my
people will not support you." the
JP chairman said amid thun-
derous apﬁlau se by his support-
ers who chanted "Go ahead Er-
shad, we are with you."

The f[ormer General said

t Shelkh Hasina has nothing to
- be:gfraid of BNE, "a finished
chapter they will never come -

back to power

Earlier, Ershad was greeted
by the people of his home dis-
trict as he reached the meeting
venue alter visiting a cluster

named after him. He also of-
fered fateha at the grave ol his
parents and of saint Jampuri.

Narrating the background ol
his support to Awami League.
Ershad said the BNF which
"tried to destroy me had sent a
proposal to me in jail” at night.

“They offered me uncondi-
tional release and also to be the
prime minister.” he claimed.
"But I refused. remembering the
torture and repression they un-
leashed on me in jail and their
step-motherly attitude towards
me.” '

The JP chiel said his party
supported the Awami League to
form government as it had
emerged the largest party
through the June 12 general
electiorn.

The JP chairman, who flew
in here on Thursday on a three-
day visit. told the meeting that
he had resigned on December b,
1990 only to avoid bloodshed.

“There was 1o movement in
the country in 1990 against me.
It was centralised only: ingront
of Press Club in Dhaka:..
resigned so that nobody has to
cie,” he said.

Ershad charged
caretaker government of Sha-

the then

ut T
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Voters' ID Card
project being
revised

By Staff Correspondent

The voters' ID Card project is
being revised in line with the
recommendations by a [ive-
member enguiry comimittee
which submitted its report re-
cently, Election Cemmission
(EC) sources said.

EC Secretariat has requested
the Planning Commission to
extend the time-limit of the
project till April this year so
that the revision work could be
completed. the sources added.

The earlier extended time-
limil expired on December 31.
Some 97 crore taka had already
been spent on the Tk 180 crore
project with only 30 per cent
work completed, In September
last. a meeting of the National
Economic Council chaired by
the Prime Minister ordered a
probe into the project. an offi-
cial pointed out.

1e EC sources said that sev-
eral new proposals would be
made in the revised project.
These include computerised
data-base at the centre as well

See Page 12 Col 1

Bangabandhu
murder case to
be sent to Dhaka

Dist Judge’s Court
Star Report

The Bangabandhu murder
case will be sent to the District
and Sessions Judges Court.
Dhaka shortly. sources con-
cerned said.

The charge-sheet in the case
was sent on the CMM's Court on
Wednesday., Twenty-five per-
sons were named as accused,

The names of former presi-
dent Khandaker Mushtaque
Ahmed and former bureaucrat
Mahbubul Alam Chashi were
mentioned in the charge-sheet
as offenders but their names
were not sent up for trial as
hath are dead. the sources
pointed out. _

Asked about the mention ol
late presicdent Ziaur Rahman's
name inn the charge-sheel. as re-
ported in a section of the press,
a high official said "it is not in
the charge-sheet.”

Bangladeshi shot
dead by BSF

LALMONIRHAT, Jan 17. A
Bangladeshi national was
killed by Indian Border Secu-

_ S ) (" rity Force (BSF) at Daikhowa
Uit Chambart. yoets. | WAL meunt pressure an See Page 12 Col 8 PR . village: and, an. gFphaNAgS, S fronticr in Hatibandha thana
0 erent c ; ' . ; ' today. reports UNB.

a:l:]d wgtf::eﬂw?}re a{gnn those u = g ) - e - ’ 'ﬁrw diead was identified as
L e % 7 Kerbmarket traders 505
ber of ministers and MPs were R Lt : %El £ 5 f T er mar e ra eI.S Shamsher Ali of Daikhowa wvil-
present at Lhe iltar party, re- A Z lage.

ports UNB. Gl e Villagers said some BSF

jawans intruded about 200
yards into the Bangladesh terri-
tory and shot him dead while he
was ploughing a piece of land at

postpone sit-in

By Staff Correspondent

Cargo hits launch in
Sadarghat: 6 hurt

A cargo vessel hit :s} -Jhai—
lakati-bound paumg:r aunch
esterday at the Sadarghat
aunch terminal injurin
persons. Out of the injured one
Abdul Halim, 27, a degree stu-
dent of the New Model Degree
College was admitted to the
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal (DMCH) in a critical condi-
tion, reports BSS.

10 shops gutted
at Sylhet

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Jan 17: Ten shops
were gutted in a fire that broke
out at the Station Road in South
Surma area of the town early
today. The fire reportedly orig-
inated from electric short cir-
cuil in a shop belonging to one
M Ismail Hossain and spread to
the adjacent . at about 4

AM. Fire Brigade rsonnel
brought the blaze uncgi control.

siX

One killed in
road accident

One person died as he was
knocked down by a speeding
tempo at West Tejiurl Bazar un-
der Tejgaon thana yesterday
afternoon. The dead was ident-
fied as Ataur Rahsham, 22, kha-
dem of the West Tejturi Bazar
Jame Mosque. The body has
been sent to the Dhaka Medical

College Hospital for autopsy .
Police seiged 540 bottles ol
Phensidyl ayrug and arrested a

fugitive from Balurmath area
in Demra thana in the city on
Thursday night. Acting on a up-
off, police conducted a special
drive at Balurmath area and ar

rested Amjad Hossain alias

Kalu Sarker while he was sell-
ing the banned syrup at aboul
11.45 pm. Later. according to
the confessional statement of
Kalu. police recovered the con-

traband from his possession.
reports UNB.

. i -"::::II 444

BEGINNING: This is the situation that led to the first outbreak of trouble in yesterday's invitational international
hockey tournament engagement between Abahani Krira Chakra and Indian Airlines. The visitors got much protested
penalty from this stoppage by the Abahani custodian Rahmat Ali and went ahead through a successful conversion of
it. But the match ended in a two all draw. (Story on Page-10)
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Bangladesh Small Investors
Federation [BSIF) has post-
poned its scheduled continuous
sit-in programme before the
Dhaka Stock Exchange (DSE)
building. as the stock market
situation ‘improved.,” BSIF
sources said yesterday.

The sit-in by the Kerb mar-
ketmen was to start today
protesting 'massive fall in the
prices of most of the issues.’

The organisation had earlier

ven a 72-hour ultimatum 1o
the government and the DSE
authorities for improving the
situation in the stock market.

"As the situation improved
before the expiry of our ultiima-
tum on Thursday. we have de-
cided to suspend our earlier an-
nounced programme.” said a
leader of the assectation. The
decision was taken al a meeting
ol the executive commitiee ol
the federation, he added.

The federation, in a press
release last night. called upon
all concerned including in-
vestors to extend cooperation in
keeping the market buoyant. It
warned against any quarter try-
ing to obstruct the process say-
ing "If that happens. il would
launch a stronger agitation.

The BSIF also called upon
the government to set up Lhe
proposed National Stock Ex-
change immediately. Otherwise
it would take initiative to set up
'‘alternative trading floor  be-
side the DSE, it warned.

Meanwhile, the market
gained slightly in the latter part
of the week but the major DSE
indicators suffered compared
to the previous week’'s positiorn.

The DSE All Share Price In-
dex lost 121.26 points last week.
It closed at 197967 points on
Thursday as against the previ-
ous week's 2100.96 points.

[ts market capitalisation
also declined by Tk 793.92
crore to Tk 14398.15 crore from
the previous week's Tk 15192.07
Crore.

On an average 98 thousand
shares and debentures worth Tk
2 .86 crore exchanged hands ev-
ervday of last week.

Price ol 43 companies’
shares declined and only 21
pained out of an average of 65
traded issues.

The All Share Price Index in
CSE also decreased by 118.02
points, going down to 850.26
points from the previous week's
968.28 points.

WB on project implementation

The World Bank has said the
country needs to address some
generic problems to improve its
poor performance in project
implementaton and suggested
that an effective monitoring
system should be ensured, re-
ports UNB

A recent Bank report said
the donor body had discussed
with the government some cru-
cial generic issues during the
preparation of the 1996 Coun-
tryv Portiolio Performance Re-
view (CPPR)

Bui the government has not
taken any resolute action to ad
dress these issues which still
continue to affect project out.
come. it pointed out.

The issues include inade-
quate administrative authori-
ties of project directors and fre-
quernt staff rotation. delays in
procurement processing. lack of
compliance with financial re-

and audit reguirements
and im TAPP (Technical

Assistance Project Proforma).

The Bank stressed that the
IMED (Implementation Moni-
toring and Evaluation Divi-
sion) should be made the focal
point for ensuring the timely
and cost-effective implementa-
tion of the ADP and proposed
that IMED be put directly under
the Prime Minister's Office.

The IMED. it said, has al-
ready established a fairly elab-
orate system of monitoring and
evaluating the development
projects. Neveriheless, there is
a need for expanding IMED's
monitoring role to cover the
qualitative and physical as-
pects of project performance.

The most glaring weakness
of the existing system is that
the IMED does not seem (o en-
force with the implementing

ministries, ils recommenda-
tions regarding lagging project
activities. procurement delays,

and expenditure overruns, it
said.

While pointing out the
generic problems, the report

Effective monitoring needed
to resolve generic problems

said most ministerial and pro-
ject staft can address specific
project issues, but they often
express the inability to resolve
the generic problems, which are
"beyond ministerial compe-
tence,”

The single most important
factor determining the quality
of projects at entry and also af-
fecting the s of implemen-
tation, it said, is borrower own-
ership.

At the political level, the
Bank said. in the past there was
oftenn too little involvement at
the conceptual stage and conse-

uently ministers were rarely
the true champions of project
conceived and implemented

The government should eu
sure a high degree ol commit-
ment by taking a more proac-
tive role at 1h:dpm_1ert concep
tualisation and design stage,
the ort said

Also the governmenl should
take the lead in monitoring the

See Page 12 Cal 7

Dhaka, Yangon to
determine 7 border
pillars by Jan 31

Bangladesh and Myanmar
have decided that survey teams
would be sent from both the
countries on January 21 1o
Taungbro to determine the lo-
cations of seven boundary pil-
lars. reports UNB.

A meeting of the survey dele-
gation of the two coumtries yes
lerday also decided to finish the
field works for the determina-
tion of the pillars by January
31.

Technical details of the sur-
vey teams were also deeided at
the meeting held at the Depart-
ment of Survey in the Myanmar
capital of Yangon. according to
a me received in Dhaka.

Bangladesh delegation was
led by Surveyor-Genetal Brig
Shahedul Islam Mondol while
Myanmar side was led by U
Ating Than, Director General of
Survey Department.

Bangladesh Ambassador to
Myanmar Brig Chowdhury
Khalequzzaman was also pre-
sent in the meeting,

The Bangladesh delegation
submitted the draft treaty at the
meeting and discussion took
place on the treaty.

Deadlock may lead to
closure of RU again

From Abdul Wadood

RAJSHAHI, Jan 17: Ra-
jshahi University may be
closed again if the present dead-
lock continues. sources on the
campus said.

o classes and examina-
tions were held in the last nine
days and almost all offices re-
mained closed following strike
calls by the Rajshahi Univir-
sit eachers’' Associatlion
[RSTM and the All-Pariy Stu-
dent Unity (APSU) dem, -r]ﬁ
removal of the VC Fi
Yousuf Ali. The teacher- nd
officers are divided intc wo

oups. One group suppu 'in
ﬁt C tried to hold classe- bu
failed.

The sources said the situa-
tion is worsening day by day as
the student organisations are
h:mrm;g more involved. Any
u incident may happen
any time that may lead tg clo-
sure of the university, they said.

From 1988 to 1994, there
were uent clashes between
rival student activists in which
at least 15 students were killed
and over 1000 injured, forcing

closure of the varsity for most
of the period. the sources said.

The situation improved after
Prof Muhammad Yousuf Al
took over as VC in 1994, the
sources said. In 1995, no men-
tionable untoward incident was
recorded. Classes and examina-
tions were held and results pub-
lished timely and session jam
eased considerably, the sources
claimed.

But a group of teachers who
were defeated by Prof Yousuf Ali
in the VC el election are try-
ing to disturb him in running
the university from the be-
Flnnin , they claimed. ey

aunched movement pro-

ammes including abstention
rom taking classes and exami-
nations several times in the
past but failed to make any
m;tdcrabk impact, the source
said.

"This time, that group of
teachers. has again adopted the
same trick of making distur-
bance to create such a situation
so that the VC can be removed,

See Page 12 Col 8

about 9 am. They also took
away his body.

TT College exam
hall ransacked.,

five injured
By Staft Correspondent

At least five persons were in-
jured when a group of unidenti-
fied people went on ramlpaﬁe
during an examination ol the
Bachelor of Education at the
Teachers' Training College on
Mirpur Road in the city yester-
day morning.

The group forcibly entered
the examination hall at about

"10:30 am and damaged some

furniture and windowpanes.
Nihe answer scripls were miss-
ig following the attack, police
sources said.

Dhanmondi police said that
they did not get any informa-

e Papge 12 Col 3
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Chang halts.

- Henman

MELBOURNE, Jan 17: Un-
flappable Michael Chang
damped the fires of Britain's
"“Hen-mania” Friday nlq,l!i.
beating Tim Henman 6-1, 7-6
(7-3). 6-3 with deft lobs and pre-
cision passing shots, reports
AP, o

Henman attacked through-
out the match. but Chang usu-
ally had an answer, or had help
from errors by the overanxious
Briton, as he advanced to the
last 16 of the Australian Open.

Still, Ct;ngiaaid. "Tll'tll jll. :

talente ayer. .... 1 jus

F:: like | hav:pui;n Ei;tle bit
of thing" to beat ;

mrﬁﬂund-nf-lﬁ match

pits last year's runner-up, No 5

seed Anke Huber, against 1995

champion Mary Pierce -of

France.
Huber advanced by beati

Natasha Zvereva of arus 7-5,

6-0. and Pierce drubbed German

gua]lﬂcr Marketa Kochta 6-0,
-2,

No 3 Conchita Martinez of
Spain blitzed Asa Carlsson of
Sweden 6-0, 6-1, and next plays
No 16 Sabine Appelmans of
Belgium.

Details on page-11




