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PM hands over
cheque for Tk 50000

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday handed over a
cheque of Tk 50,000 to the
widow of a Flight Sergeant of
Bangladesh Air Force, who was
killed at the Dhaka Canton-
ment in 1977. Rahima Akhtar,
widow of Flight Sergeant Afaz
Uddin Bhuiyan, received the
cheque at the Prime Minister's
office in the afternoon, reports
UNB.

BNPPP meets
tomorrow

A meeting of the BNP Par-
liamentary Party (BNPPP) will
be held al the Jativa Sangsad
Bhaban at 3 pm tomorrow.
Leader of the Opposition and
BNFP Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia will preside over
the meeting , said a press re-
lease yesterday. reports UNB.

Go-slow at Ctg
port continues
From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Jan 16: The
5u-atnw programme stased by
ock workers in the Chittagong
Port from January 1 is to be
withdrawn despite the efforts of
the port authorities to settle the
maltter.

A senior port official said,
"We tried our best but we don't
see any solution in sight as the
dock workers are not respond-
ing to our call”.

Around 20 vessels remain
stranded both at the jetties and
the outer anchorage due to the
go-slow programme, the port

in Khulna

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA. Jan 16: Police re-
covered the body of a teenage
boy from a paddy field at Digho-
lia here this morning.

The dead was identified as
Bachchu Shaikh. 15 an em-
ployee of an oil shop. He was
slaughtered by unidentified
miscreants in the early hours of
loday.

Police arrested one Zia, 18,
in this connection.
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Twelve killed as night
coach skids into ditch

Sixteen people were killed
and 32 others injured in road
accidents in Bogra, Dhaka and
Rajshahi during the last two
days.

Twelve people were killed
and 29 others injured in an ac-
cident at Barat on the Bogra-
Nagarbari highway Wednesday
night, according to BSS.

Police and hospital sources
said, the accident occurred
when a Dhaka-bound night
coach from Chilmari of Rang-

_pur fell into a roadside ditc

after the driver lost control of
the vehicle.

Nine passengers of the coach
died on the spot. while police
recovered three bodies from the
spot of the accident. Most of the
injured were admitted to Bera
Thana Health Complex.
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By Staff Correspondent

All bodies were sent to the
Pabna general hospital morgue
for aulopsy.

in [}l!:s.lv(a, two persons were
killed in two separate road ac-
cidents in Dhania and Ra-
jarbagh areas esterdaly.

Dhaka Medical College Hos-
pital (DMCH) sources said Ab-
dul Quium (22) was injured seri-
ously at about 10 am when he
was run over by a passenger bus.
He was immediately taken to
DMCH where doctors declared
him dead.

Another unidentified
youngman, 25, was injured se-
riously at Rajarbag
Lines at about 11 am when a
speeding truck knocked him
there. He was taken to DMCH
where he succumbed to his in-
juries in the afternoon.

Police

%

Our Rajshahi Correspondenl
says: Two persons were killed
and three others injured in a
road accident at Belpukuria,
aboul 15 kilometers Irom Ra-
jshahi town yesterday.

According to police, a trolly
of Rajshahi Sugar Mills hit a
rickshaw van from behind.

Out of the five passengers of
the van, a minor girl, Hasina
Begum, 9, died on the spot. An-
other girl, Najma Begum, 15,
succumbed to her injuries on
way to the hospital. The injured
three persons were admitted to
Rajshahi Medical College Hos-
pital. *

The driver of the trolly
managed to escape.
Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina has expressed her deep
See Page 12 Col 8

Abahani’s Indian star
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forward Dhanraj Pillai (in white) sending a cross to the Sri Lankan
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Army goalmouth during their international hockey tournament match at Hockey Stadium

yesterday. (Story on page 10)
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German expert on 'top-dying' of Sundari trees

Genetic finger-printing likely

to help unveil mystery

Is it viroid or bacteria
something else. like increasing
salinity. as some (end Lo believe
to be the reason lor top dving ol
the Sundarbans’ main species.
the Sundari tree?

A German molecular biolo-
gists is investigating into the
actual cause.

Prof Hans Peter Muhlbach of
Hamburg University of Ger-
many visited the world's largest
surviving mangrove forest this
week, gathering a wide range of
samples for study back home to
determine the exact cause of the
Sundarbans' 'sickness.’

“We have taken everything;
barks. leaves, twigs. chips even
blocks of wood from healthy to
fallen and dead trees and soil
samples during our three-day
trip to the forest, Prol
Muhlbach told The Daily Star
on Wednesday.

He went to the forest with Dr
Emdadul Hug and Dr Sheikh
Shamimul Alam. two teachers
of the Botany Department ol
Dhaka University, on January
12, collecting samples in six
blocks of the Sundarbans.

"We visited block numbers
19,22,26.32,36 and 39 deep in-
side the forest with assistance
provided by the Forest Depart-
ment, including motlor
launches and boats to access the
remote jungle. The department
also lent us support with man-

wer and camps to facilitate
our trip," Prof Muhlbach said.

He said the situation in some

By Shehab Ahmed

Hrlll'

areas were critical. "We found
almost entire blocks have been
affected with tops dying slowly
withering the trees and deci-
mating the most valuable re-
source in the mangrove,” he
added

The phenomenon has
threatened the fragile eco-sys-
tem in the Sundarbans even
though it is a managed forest,
he said. "We need to study in
depth to diagnose the disease
l:nt-.E:-re it spreads like plague”

A molecular bio-technologi-
cal process known as "genetic
finger printing” will help iden

1> Muhlbach

tifv the mysterious aflliction,
he obse :

He is planning to carry out
the genetic finger-printing at
the research centre at Hamburg
University. His friend and re-
searcher Prol H J Jacobsen.
also a molecular biologist, is
expected to use molecular
markers RFLP or RAPD 1o
identily the culprit through the
genetic linger printing.

Jacobsen had also been lo
Dhaka with Prof Muhlbach to
attend the Ninth Bi-annual
Bangladesh Botanical Confer-
ence. They also visited the
Bangladesh Institute of Nuclear
Agriculture at Mymensingh,
But Jacobsen left for home
missing the expedition to Sun-
darbans.

Prof Muhlbach expressing
his worries about the situation
said it requires a multi-disci-
plinary study to find out the
causes and remedy of the dis-
ease,

He is hopeful about the detec-
tive work to unearth the mys-
tery behind the slow death of
the Sundari trees with the %f_‘-
netic fingergprints. "Funds, | be-
lieve, would not be a problem
for the research. which is going
to be a joint Bangladesh-Euro-
pean scientific venture to save
the forest." Prof Muhlbach said.

He has left for home yester-
day with the specimens from
the Sundarbans that will help
him to find out the exact cause

See Page 12 Col 3

Letter from UAE

President handed
over to Ph-

The UAE Charge d'Affaires
Abdulla Mohamed al Takawi
called on Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina at her office in
the city yesterday and handed
over a letter from the UAE Pres-
ident Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan
al-Nahyan, reports BSS.

Takawi conveyed best
wishes and regards from the
UAE President to the Prime
Minister.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina recalled that the bilat-
eral relations between Bangla-
desh and the UAE had been
initiated at the time of Ban-
gabandhu's government. Since
then the relations between the
two fIriendly countries have

| been cemented and streng-

thened, she said, adding that
the relations at present are
exceilent.

The Prime Minister lnquired
aboul the health and weliare of
the UAE President. who under-
went a surgical operation in the
United States in December,

The Prime Minister also ex-
tended her cordial invitation to
the UAE President to visit
Bangladesh at a mutually con-
venient date.

9 dacoits held
in city after
gunfight

By Staff Correspondent

A CID team arrested nine
ersons, reportedly the mem-
Eers of a gang of inter-district
dacoits, from the city's Lalbagh
area yesterday evening.

At least five policemen of the
CID. including an Assistant Su-
perintendent of Police (ASP)
and a dacoit were injured dur-
ing the half-an-hour gunfight
at Chooto Katara Ghat bazaar
on the bank of the Buriganga at
about 6pm, said CID sources.

The CID team recovered two
sawed-ofl rifles, 16 bullets, a
machete. some shells of cock-

See Page 12 Col 7

AL nominee for
Thakurgaon
by-polls

Ruling Awami League has
nominated Ramesh Chanpdra
%er1 te éouiest the by-electidn in
Thakurgaon-1 parliamentary
constituency scheduled for next
month, reports UNB.

Party Parliamentary Board
has nominated Sen for the con-
stitluency. said a press release
yestiterday.

AB Bank issue

Showcause on
BB Governor,

3 others

By Staff Correspondent
The High Court yesterday is-
sued a rule nisi on the Governor

ol the Bangladesh Bank and
three others to showcause as to

why the memo dated December

22 1996 directing A Rahim
Chowdhury to refrain from per-
lorming the duties of Chief Ex-
eculive ol Arab Bangladesh
Bank shall .. be declared to
have been passed without law-
ful authority,

The divisional bench com-

See Page 12 Col 8

Tangail BNP
worker stabbed

to death

TANGAIL. Jan 16: A worker
of opposition BNF was stabbed
to death today near Chhilimpur
Bazar in Delduar thana. reports
LINB.

Witnesses said Julhas. Jd
din Sarker. 40, ol Hinganagar
village, sustained stab injuries
in his belly at about 1 pm. He
died on way to hospital.

According to police, one
Sabdul Miah attacked and
stabbed Julhash with sharp
knife as he refused to give him
ioney lor buying drugs

A case was liled with Delduar
thana. However, none was
arrested.
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25 chargesheeted

in Bangabandhu

Murder Case

Star Report

The Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) submitted
charge sheel of the murder case
of Father of the Nation Banga
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah
man and his family members
in the Court of Chief Metropoli-
tan Magistrate (CMM) Wednes-
day. according 1o officials
sources.

The charge sheet named at
least 25 accused persons and 70

wilnesses, the sources said.

In the list of accused per-
sons, three were mentioned as
dead and 15 absconding, Seven
are already in custody. The
main witness is the com-
plainant himself. who wit-
nessed the killing on August 15.
1975, the sources said.

Mahitul Islam, the then Res-
ident PA to Bangabandhu
lodged the case with Dhan-
mondi police station on October
2 accusing 14 persons.

The 14 accused in the case
are: Late President Khandaker
Mushtaque Ahmed, Taheruddin
Thakur and eleven former
army officers — Maj Faruk, Maj
Bazlul Huda, Maj Noor. Maj
Jalil, Maj Rashid. Maj
Shahriar. Maj Pasha, Mayj
Sharilul Hossain, Capt Kismet,
Maj Rashed Chowdhury and
Risalder Moslemuddin,

A source in the CMM's court
said that since it was a murder
case, it would be tried by the dis-
trict and Sessions Judge's

See Page 12 Col 8

Ershad tells The Daily Star

AL will keep JP alive,
BNP to come closer

Star Report

Jativa Party chiel Li. Gen
(rtd] Ershad said that the
Awami League will keep his
party ‘alive’ in its own interest
and that the BNP will try to
come closer to the JP.

“Nobody can foresee the fu-
ture . . . only Allah can.” the
[ormer president told The Daily
Star yesterday.

Before boarding a Bangla-
desh Biman flight on way to
Saidpur he talked to The Daily
Star chief photographer A K M
Mohsin at length, skeiching his
future plans in politics.

Ershad yesterday went to his
hometown in Rangpur. It was
his first visit to his powerbase
in the north-western region
that returned him to parlia-
ment from live constituencies
in two elections while he served
time in Dhaka Central Jail
since he was deposed in a mass-
upsurge on December 6, 1990.
He was sentenced to 23 years

itnprisonment in three cases
out of 18-corruption charges
and a murder case.

The pgeneral who rualed
Bangladesh with a strong fist
for nearly nine years since he
seized power in a coup on March
24, 1982, looked what he de-
scribed as 'lighting fit'. wearing
a dark grey suit with a red tie
and expensive moccasins.

After the interview, Ershad
and his entourage of 18 left for
boarding the aircraft. His wife,
Rawshan, joined him at the fag
end ol the interview.

However. they did not sit fo-
gether. Mizanur Rahman Chou-
dhury sat with Ershad on the
front seat of the F-28 aircraft.

When the aircraft landed at
Saidpur, there was total disar-
ray as the JP supporters rushed
to shake hands with him.

Ershad was received with a
garland, which he kept in his

See Pape 12 Col 4
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Tsrael dismantling

its bases in Hebron

HEBRON (West Bank). Jan
16: Israeli soldiers today low-
ered the Star ol David tlag and
loaded dozens ol trucks wilh
boxes and equipment — the be-
ginning of the end ol their 30-
year rule over this West Bank
city. reports AP,

In heavy rain and fog, army
bulldozers dismantled cement
barriers at the pgate ol Israel's
main military headquarters on
a hill above the city. Soldiers
folded large olive drab tents and
piled furniture, antennas and
water tanks into the trucks.

The base will become head-
quarters of Palestinian leader
Yasser Arafat's security forces.
The handover of 80 per cent of
the city of 130,000 Palestinians
and 500 Jews (o Arafat's control
is expecled lo proceed once Is-

Teenage boy
murdered
In city
By DMC Correspondent

Gunmen murdered a teenage
boy and looted some ornaments
from a Jjewellery shop at
Madartek under Shabujbagh
thana in the city early yester-
day. _

Shah Alam. 14, was found
dead inside the shop, Sharil
Jewellers, when his elder
brother Mobarak went to open
the shop at around 8:30 am. The
body bore no marks ol injuries
excep! some froth at the mouth.
said sources al the Dhaka Medi-

cal College Hospital (DMCH).
The body was sent to the DMCH

See P'age 12 Col 7

rael's parliament approves the
pillout agreement.

The Parliament debate was
to begin at 11 am (0900 GMT)
toclay and was expected Lo last
well into the night, with each of
the 120 legislators given a
chance to speak.

Approval is guaranteed be-
cause of the support of the
dovish opposition parties for
the peace agreements. As many
as one-third ot the legislators
in Netanyahu's nationalist-re-
ligious coalition were expected
to abstain or vote no.

The preparations for the |s-
raeli redeployment began at
clawn today. just hours alter Is-
racl's Cabinet agprmfed the
agreement on Hebron and a
Ilhree-stage pullback from West
Bank rural areas in a tumul-
tuous 12-hour session. Ne-
tanyahu was relentlessly heck-
led by hardliners who accused
him of giving away parts of the
Jewish homeland

Science Minister Benny Be-
gin, son of the late Israeli Prime
Minister Menachem BEﬁiIL re-
signed in protest after his col-
leagues voted 11-7 in favour of
the agreement between Ne-
tanvahu and Araflat.

“The Prime Minister com-
mitted himsell to give away
sections ol the Jewish home-
land. He gets zero from Arafat.”
sald Begin.

in contrast to the Israeli
government, the Palestinian
Cabinet and the PLO Executive
Commilttee authorised the
agreement with a comfortable
majority late Wednesday. The
vote couni was not released.
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Move to grab historic site?

Part of the historic Eidgah at
Dhanmondi dating back to the
mid-17th century, has been il-
legally occupied by a mosque
comimitiee.

More than two bighas of the
Eidgah land, earmarked by the
Directorate of Archaeology and
the Public Works Department
(PWD) for a garden for beautifi-
cation of the historic site in the
city. has been "taken over” by a
Wagqgl Estate belonging to the
nearby mosque. The occupied
area has been surrounded a

| five-feet high wall where two

large signboards read. "This

land belongs to Abu Bin
Kashem W Estate”.
As per olficial records. the

area was taken over by the gov-
ermnment through a gazette noti-
fication in 1981, earmarked as
an archaeological site and
handed over to the relevant de-
partment.

"About a month go. on a Fri-

| day moming as | was passing by

the site. | saw some workers
raising a high wall around the

By Staff Curresi:mndent

site. | immediately rushed to
the Dhanmondi thana and filed
a written complaint,” said a
senior engineer of the PWD.
Following intervention by po-
lice, the workers stopped the
work and promised to disman-
tle the half-done wall. But later,
the wall was guickly completed
and the signboards erected.
PWD has "officially alerted” the
higher authorities about the
take-over, he said.

The Muazzin of the mosque
told this correspondent that the
area was taken over by the
mosqgue commitiee as it be
lon to its Wagl Estate "as per
a photograph procured from an
archive in Calcutta.” "The pho-
tograph shows the Eidgah and
the same area as one. We even
found the ancient markings
while digging earth for the wall
and surrounded the site accord-
ingly,” the Muazzin claimed.
Some others in the area said
that the owners of the Estate
wold build a market on the
site.

When contacted, secretary of
the mosque committee, Kera-
mat Ali Bhuiyan, a former po-
lice officer said that the wall
was constructed to keep "'smug-
glers away from the site.

Asked whether he was aware
that the land was a part of a his-
toric sile and thus belonged lo
the relevant governmenl de-
partment, Bhuivan replied in
the affirmative but said, "il
anyone claims this land, tell
him to see me." He claimed that
about eight years ago there was
a ministerial recommendation
that the land could be handed
over io the Estate so that a
market could be built there.

When contacted, officials of
the Administrator of Wat}l‘ un-
der the Ministry of Religious
Affairs said that no permission
was sought from the office be-
fore the take-over. "The com-
mittee in question is in default
of Tk 50,267.45 in Waqf contri-
bution to the government," said
a senior official adding that
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i fb Bin Kﬂﬂhﬂﬁaqf:stnte' shows p of the occupied
land of the historic Enldﬂ‘lh at Dhanmondi in the city.
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Body to review
losses In govt
owned jute,
textile mills

The government yesterday
constituled a high-powered
committee headed by the fi-
nance minister to review the
public sector jute and textile
mills. incurring losses, reports
BSS.

The committee was formed
al a meeting with Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina in the chair
at her Tejgaon oflice.

The prime minister said pri-
ority would be given to the
workers and employees of those
industries, incurring losses if
they wanted to purchase
through cooperative or limited
company basis.

The committee will also re-
view the situation of the mills
and factories, which were dis-
invested earlier but later closed
down.

The commitiee members in-
clude commerce and industries

minister. state minister for jute
and textile, state minister for
labour and manpower, MPs and
representatives ol workers and
cmployees. It will submit its re-
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Separation of
Judiciary
Bill drafted

By Mizan Ali

The Committee on Separa-
tion of Judiciary has [inalised
its report and prepared a draft
hill suggesting amendments Lo
10 Articles of the Constitution,
officials said.

The bill, titled Separation of
Judiciary Bill. is likely to be
placed in the Jatiya Sangsad
during its current session. The
draft bill will be presented o
the Minister for Law and Justice
on Saturday. the sources said.

The dralt bill suggested
amendments to Articles 95, 96,
a9, 107, 109, 110, 111, 114. 115
and 117, the sources said with-
oul giving the details.

The most important aspect
ol this bill is its recommenda-
tion for formation of a judicial
council which will make suy
pestions to the President re-
garding appointment of judges
of the Supreme Court, the
sources added.

UP chairman
shot dead 1n
Khagrachhari

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Jan 16: The
Uniion Parishad chairman of
Maissar Union under Mo-
halchhari thana of Khagrach-
hari district was punned down
by Shantibahini men this
evening,. security sources said.

Adisankar Kissa, 45, was
attacked by Shantibahini at the
Manikchhari point at 7 pm
when he, accompanied by his
secretary, was returning home
by a motor-cycle.

The secretary escaped un-
hurt.

2 children burnt
alive, 20 houses
gutted 1n Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Jan 16: Two
children died and 20 houses
were gutted in three fire inct-
{i{"l'llﬁli"lt'['f! irt the past 24 hours,
police and fire brigade sources
said.

The deads were identified as
Hajera. (6) and Salauddin. (5).
They were burnt alive when a
fire that broke out at 12:45 last
night in CDA residential area
under Pahartoli thana. Four-
teenn kutcha houses were gutted.

Fire brigade personnel
brought the blaze under control
in one hour. The fire originated
from an electric short circuit.

In another incident at 2:55
am at Gosaildanga, five houses
were gulted. .

The other incident of fire
took place at 3:45 pm today
near Bhatiary bazar. Two
houses were gutted, fire brigade
personnel said. | -

The fire originated from an
Overn.
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Sampras stays

Oon coursec
MELBOURNE, Australia,

Jan 16: Swiss teen sensation
Martina Hingis and Spaniard
world number two Arantxa

Sanchez-Vicario swept into the
third round of the Australian
Open today, reports Reuter.

In the men's section world
number one and top seeded -
American Pete Sampras also
got through to the third round
after a 3-6, 6-2, 6-3, 6-2 win over
Romanian Adrian Voinea.

Fourth seeded Hin?u took
ust one hour to dispatch Lisa

nd of the United States
6-4, 6-2, while Sanchez-Vicario
made an remarkable entry into
the third round when her Bel-
ian opponent Stephanie de

retired hurt.



