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On-Line Shops woo

Biswas still Bangladesh's
Techno-Savvy Women

Presidnet!

Arlene Getz
apgetz@aol.com

Boston. USA:
Shopping on the Inter-net
never used to be much fun.

Users of the global computer
network invariably found a
poor selection of products and
tedious procedures for finding
and ordering goods.

As little as a year ago, those
who tried Net shopping swore
they would rather search for a

' parking space at the mall on the
day before Christmas than hunt

through cyberspace for a decent
ft.
¥ Christmas 1996, however,
seems to have changed some of
these perceptions. While virtual
shopping will never replace the
real experience, the holiday
season has left United States re-

tailers optimistic that on-line °

consumerism is beginning to
come of age.

One reason is that more
companies are starting to see
the advantages of selling

favour of shopping from their
offices or homes.

Computer giant IBM, for in-
stance, recently created World
Avenue, an on-line shopping
site where it supplies the tech-
nical infrastructure to busi-
nesses hoping to sell goods over
the Web. Magazine advertise-
ments to promote the service
and aimed at retailers. with
IBM promising clients a "new,
low-risk way" for them to serve
their clients.

"In addition to shopping at
your store 24 hours a day," says
the advert, "customers can do
in-depth searches for merchan-
dise: by product, category. or
simply 'a gift, under 75 bucks,
for my son-in-law who's into
photography'. It's like giving
customers their own personal
shopping assistant.”

The customer at whom these
services are aimed, according to
the advert — which devotes a
page to a photograph of an ex-
pensively-dressed, middle-aged

through cyberspace. female — is the "techno-savvy
Maintaining an electronitc oman of the '90s" who loves to
site on the World Wide Web seg- shop and has "got the cash"”.
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As shopping on the Net becomes easier and more se-
cure, a Gemini News Service correspondent reports
on the drive to persuade women to swap their super-
market baskets for computer screens.

ment of the Internet costs little
compared with the price of
printing and posting catalogues
to potential customers. And the
international nature of the
network allows sellers to reach
overseas customers as easily as
they once reached those in their
local neighbourhoods.

In addition, shopping on-
line has become both simpler
and safer. Computer users who
previously needed to order by
telephone the goods they had
tracked down on their screens
can now place orders with a
simple click of their computer
mouse.

Security concerns about pay-
ing for orders by giving out
credit card numbers — thereby
exposing the information to
abuse by computer hackers —
have also begun to ease. It is
still wise to be cautious about
releasing such information in-
discriminately, but growing
' fimbers of on-Mne shappers
feel more confiderti‘because
- théy now have accéss tb hew en-
cryption technology allowing
' data to be transmitted in code.

At the same time, previ-
ously-wary credit-card compa-
nies have adopted a more posi-
tive attitude, with MasterCard
and Visa International now
working together to set industry
standards.

Yet another factor is that an
increasing number of American
women — traditionally the
main shoppers — are starting to
use the Internet. Some surveys
have shown that the proportion
of women on-line has risen
from five per cent in 1994 to 32
per cent of an estimated 34.6
million US users at the end of
1996. Internet retailers are hop-
ing they can entice these women
away from traditional stores in

Other organisations, too, are
expanding their services in cy-

berspace.
America Online, one of the
biggest Internet service

providers in the US, saw the
number of retailers using its
electronic AOL Marketplace
rise from 35 in 1995 to 60 in
1996.

Products on offer range from
chocolates and flowers to office

supplies and beef steak.
Other companies offer
books, compact discs and

videos. Outside the US, small
specialty companies selling ex-
otica such as Scottish haggis or
rare Australian wines have cap-
italised on their access to In-
ternet users by supplying cus-
tomers from remote countries.

Some merchants are trying
to overcome the impersonal na-
ture of the transaction by offer-
ing personalised information.
One web site helps people select
music recordings they would
like. based on information pro-
vided by the customer in an
eléctronic questionnaire. An-
other on-line book store links
customers to recent book re-
views to help them choose.

Despite these advances, on-
line shopping still suffers some
significant drawbacks. Even
the fastest modems take time to
transmit pictures of items such
as clothing. Customers without
plenty of time to use the Net are
often reluctant to order some-
thing they have not seen.

The result is that items such
as computer-related products —
thought to have comprised
about $140 million of the esti-
mated $518 million worth of
on-line sales in 1996 — are still
the biggest sellers in the virtual
shopping mall and are likely to
remain so for some time.

concerning

Expatriates’ Views on

Water Sharing Treaty

Shafi Khan
swagatam@msn.com
Washington. D.C., U.S.A.:

The new government has
successefully concluded a water
sharing treaty with India in a
very fragile and uncertain
political climate in
Bangladesh. While the treaty is
deffecient in fulfilling the need
of the country. but is welcome
first step.

The resolution of the
problem lies not in bringing
certain quantum of water, but
winning India's commitment in
saving the lower Ganges
(Padma) which India had been
reluctant for over two decades.
Demands of certain quantum of
water, from certains quarters,
at best has weakend the
negotiating position of the
rulling party. At the same time
it apperard how ill prepared
was the opposition party in
Bangladesh. Eventhough, it is
claiming to be the sole agent to
safeguard the country's
independence and

Mohammad Shorif Uddin
g5907@ug.sue.shiga-w.ac.jp
Kyoto, Japan:

The long standing water
sharing problem between
Bangladesh and India which is
a great demand of all

bangladeshis, has been solved

by signing a historic accord.
This agreement will bring water
in dry season, increase rivers
navigability, reduce rivers
salinity and as a whole will
protect the environment of
Bangladesh from desertness. We
all irrespective of the party
affiliation should celebrate il

Riaz Chowdhury
chow0004 @algonquinc.on.ca

Ottawa, CANADA:

‘The treaty Dbetween
Bangladedh and '''THdia
_ the water is
histori¢. But 1 think India just
made a paper work.They are not
gonna follow this treaty.
Reality and dream is way long
apart. | came in canada just two
years ago. | always read the
daily newspaper of Bangladesh
on the net.] have been watching
while | was in Bangladesh. | saw
India always think that they
are the big brother of this

region. They never acled like a
good neighbour. So I think That

India not gonna implement this
treaty.

Moushumi Khandker
zahed @ipa. net
Littlerock, Tulsa, USA:

| am very grateful to the new
govt for doing such a good job.
Like me. other Bangladeshi's

lived hére in Fayetteville,
Arkansas, are very happy for
the water treaty. | am not a
supporter of AL. But | have to
appreciate the good doings.

Shamim chowdhury
shamim@pressroom.com
Washington D.C., U.S.A.:

I am so glad that our Prime
minister and her government
has this success to resolve a
issue like Ganges water sharing
problem, which no one else
could do in last 25 years, | am so
surprised that this government
is called Indian foe!! and this is
the government who upheld our
interest more than any one.

Jchowdhury@morgan.edu
Jamir Chowdhury
Baltimore, USA:

For last couple of months I
have been observing BNFP's role
and activites regarding the
Fharrakha problem and Ganges
water treaty. AS a conscious
citizen, it seemd to me that
BNP's played a negative and
destructive role. Most of the
time, BNP leadership was
making hue and cry without
any substance and informative
discussion. They were feeding
public wrong information and
misinformation.

In the last couple of years,
BNP did not try to resolve this
problem through mutual
discussion. Instead. BNP was
trying to make Frarrakha a
political issue by which BNP
was propagating against India.
In this modern age. the global
mad’ket is attracting consumer
in such a way that people often
forget where the goods are
coming from. The price. quality
and convenience are the
priority for consumers, not the
place of production of goods and
services. This is the major

reason BNP should accept the

realtity of Asian Highway and
Transit. If Transit brings
millions of dollars for us, I do
not see any problem to allow
India to use Transit facilities.
Do you complain when Air
India [lyes in vour sky? If we
are so allraid of our
independence. we should ban
flying all international planes
it our sky.

BNF should start to play a
positive role regarding Ganges
water treaty. The treaty signed
by the Prime ministers of
Bangladesh and India seems to
get a wider support from
political parties, intellectuals
and mass people .especially the
people of North Bengal. BNP
should give proper credit to AL's
government for this treaty.
Similarly. BNP should criticize
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some the down sizes of this
treaty. BNP should play a major
role to make this treaty more

effective and use for the people .

of Bnagladesh. This is not a
treaty between Mr. Deve Gowda
and Sk. Hasina, this treaty
means the life and death of
millions of people who will be
benefited from this treaty. We,
the people of Bangladesh, also
expect a very positive and
vigorious role from BNP
regarding Transit issue. We
request BNP not to use anti-
Indian slogans for your benefit.
Since we resolved Farrakha
problem and received a piece of
land in Rajsahi through
negotiation, we can resolve the
transit issue though mutual
understanding. | would request
Khaleda Zia to not to forget that
she as a prime Minister took
the Farrakha issue to UN
sessions and other world bodied
and tried to make it an
international issue but failed to
get - support from even
neighboring Pakistan and
other Muslim countries, Mrs.
Zia used this issue to egitate
people against India and tried
to make this issue alive for her
party's interest. The people of
Bangladesh did not benefit a
penny. Instead, we lost millions
of dollars in the last five vears.

I think the present
government has taken a
courageous decision to resolve
Farakha issue within the first
six months of its rule. It is no
wonder that BNP is making hue
and cry and making our
Independence an issue. We are
an independent country. No one
can make make us a province,
This kind of talk is not useful
for a good relationship with
any neighbor.

On, {he pther hand, BNP is
still trying w lvol people by
raising jear against India-Asia
citizen of Bangladesh, | request
BNFP to play A peésitive' rofe'in
and ouside the parliament. BNP
can correct many
undemocratice prctices and
mistakes that are made by the
AL. BNP can make the people
aware ol AL's activities. BNFP
should participate in the
parliament and raise issues
like Farrakha, Transit, Asian
Highway. and Border. If BNFP
continues to play its present
role, it will learn a good lesson
in the next election- which is
not that far.

Mohammad Khan
makhan@mitu.edu
Minneapolis, U.S.A.:

The recent water share
treaty was a very important job
cdlone by our Prime Minister

Sheikh Hasina Wajed. We,
however. should not think that
India is going to help us in every
single problem solving of ours.
It is important to remember
that Bangladesh had to undergo
a big hasle to solve problems
like "tin bigha corridor” and
water share treaty.

We must be able to feel proud
as Bangladeshis and try to
improve the existing economic
condition of our nation. We
must not forget that millions of
Bangladeshis died during the
liberation war to attain the
identity of Bangladeshis. We
always were recognized as
Bangalis and we, inshallah,
always will be; but let not
jeopardise our Bangladeshi
identity due to some political
reasons.

Just because BNP talks about
Bangladeshi nationalism does
not mean that Awami League
have to talk about Bangali
Nationalism. The political
parties must put an end to their
constant bickering; instead,
they should pay a closer look at
our economy. We must not.
also, forget how many muslims
were killed in India. India is
not our ally and so we have to
protect our land.

Let us work hand in hand to
build our nation. | am sure PM
Hasina and BNP leader Begum
Khaleda Zia will do their best in
this regard.

Hossain Mohammed Mahfuz
hossain@jemison.imappl.org
WasingtonD.C.. USA:

| would like to congratulate
present govt's success and wish
for their continue success in
near future.

Ivan Rahman
irahman@bna.com

Washington DC, USA:

' Fhedreaty fis an owistanding
achievement of the newly
elected government. "A chain is
only as strong as ils weakeslt
link”. Likewlse, a treaty is only

good -il it is ratified and
executed.
Aftab khan

khanmoho@pilot. msu.edu
Detroit, USA:

The water treaty could be ok
for Bangladesh. But let wait and
see what happends next. We
donot want to give any transit
facillity to India. II this is done,
| belive we will be sold out. The
MP's might think that. ok -

wait, we will have Indian
sarees and Bengal s Laddu. But
every one. be carefull. India is

not a stupid nation. Wake up
Awamiligue. Don | expect some
thing for free. Sure India has a

Che Laily Star Entertainment Guide

Rezwan-ul-Alam
101746.1037@compuserve.com
UK

Article 19, a London-based
human rights organisation for
journalists and writers around
the world, has made an error by
naming former president Abdur
Rahman Biswas as the present
President of Bangladesh.

The error is evident from
Article 1994s worldwide news re-
lease on ils appeal to

Bangladesh's Prime Minister
Sheikh for dropping all charges
against controversial Bangla-
deshi fermninist writer Taslima
Nasreen and guaranteeing her
safety.

The appeal letter. by Frances

D'Souza. Executive Director ol
Article 19, was released world-

wide through internet. It urged
its supporters to send similar
appeals to authorities which
included the contact addresses
of Prime Minister. Home
Minister and the President.
While it gave correct names of
Prime Minsiter and Home
Minister, it named former pres-
ident Abdur Rahman Biswas as

the current President of
Bangladesh.

The letter was sent in the
wake of hearing of Taslima case
in the Court which begun 9
January 1997. The full text of
Article 19's world-wide news
release can be obtained from a
canadian-based organsiation
International Freedom of
Expression,

Students working rule in US

Altaly Khern

michan@pass.wayne.edu
Dertroit, USA:

Few days back | read an arti-
cle about new rules for F1 stu<
dents about working in the-US
Some of it needs to be corrected.
It is true that the department ol
Secretarial State has changed
the rules of issuing Social secu-
rity Card for foreigners. It is
applicable for tourists also. It is
written "Not authorize for em-
ployment” .But for students,
they can work, but have to lill
out the proper documents.

They need to have INS au-
thorization for work. Normally
in any big University, a loreign
student can work even his first

smart plan. So, lets wait and

Wahida Chowdhury
wrethida, chowdhury@pressroom.com
Alexandria, USA:

Finally in our life time good
things happening to our good
people of bangladesh.when i
heard first time that there will
be a meeting between bangla-
india regarding ganges water.
its just hit my mind that it will
produce the best for every body.
Thank you to our great leader
Sk. Hasina to make the most
impossible things to a most
possible .

[ts just proved time and time
that every problem could
solved in timely manner at any
time, if there is' a sense of
responsibilty among
everybody.we knew for long
titne ganges walter issue was
never apolitical issue, as some
political party lrying to make
one.my personal thanks to both
government leaders for sharing
their responsibilty for the
human kind.sk. hasina just

semister il work is avaitlable [
a company needs a student they
can sponser the student and the
student can apply for H! visa
[Authorized to work in US J.
After the approval ol H1 the
student may apply for

Permanenl residency
I a student linishes his de

gree in US, he can always apply
for practical training |(PT)
within 3 months of completion
of his study. The PT is for |
year. During this time the stu-
dent can work anywhere in the
LS legally, even in Mcdonalds
The rules changes everyday. but
mostlikely the rules and regula-
tion for F1 became quite easiar
alter congress passed different
hills [or F1 [students).

proved to people that our
country now under the right
leader at the right time ol our
history.

Mintu Chowdhury
mintu@mail. idt.net
NewYork, USA:

Ganges Water Treaty was
necessesity for Bangladesh.
Bangladesh needs a furtile land
and not a desert. This treaty
will ensure us a green
Bangldesh. [ don't belong to any
particular political
organizations and like many
other well-wisher of
Bangladesh [ think the Ganges

Water Treaty is a fare deal
between Lhe two neighbor
cotiniries The Preseii
Government and the Prime

Minister deserve fare credit and
appreciation for this treaty
What Bangldesh needs today is
an uncoroupted and a stable
government [or the well being
of the nation. | wish this
Government could lead our poor
nation to prosperity, stability,
and peace,

expressed in these columns.

. Disclaimer

The Internet is a global medium of communication and
expression. It is free from all sorts of censorship and
restrictions. It is truly a PEOPLE'S FORUM.

The opinions expressed in these columns are the
|author's own as they appear to all receivers of the Internet.
We reproduce them authentically to permit our readers to
know what Bangladeshis abroad are feeling and saying.

The Dally Star is not responsible for the opinions

— Editor.
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Magazine) 9:00 Boogi Woogi 9:30

Closed

Gaya Ji 1:30 Surf-Whee! Of
Fourtune 2:00 Premier 2:37

Aur Kanoon (Jeetendra Hema

M} 12:15 Reruns 12:30 Locke!
(Jeetandra, Rekha) 3:15 Box

Kapoor) 3:30 Movies Mast
Magic 4:00 Hawas (Anil
Dhawan, Neetu singh)

O1-l N4 WAL

WHY. Y00 LOOK CUTER THAN
¥ EVER! COOTCHIE-COQTCHIE-
2 WOOTCHIE ! WOOBIE -WOOBIE -

> WOOBIE !

by Jim Davis

PEpUAG 8y LBl A DRI T Shikg 9661 O

WHAT ARE
YOU POING?

['M GONNA
NEED THE

AN FLEMING'S

' James Bond

IN THAT CASE, ENGLI
— | MUST INSIST!?

HMAN




