All for It

The Kathmandu conference on regional coopera-
tion in harnessing eastern Himalayan rivers con-
cluded on Sunday with India, Bangladesh and
Nepal reflecting an upbeat mood, albeit on the non-
government level. The experts thought that
the time was opportune for prising open the
hitherto suppressed bounty of their common river
basins.

There cannot be any second opinion on that: the
political atmospherics have been vibrantly con-
ducive on this side of the region to the three coun-
tries' forging closer ties on water and environment;
and they have Mahakali and Ganges water lreaties
as the fountain-head for an energetic harnessing of
the eastern Himalayan water resources.

We are pretty clear in our mind that this kind of
sub-regional cooperation envisaged to optimally
utilise natural resources commonly possessed by
the three countries needs hardly invoke, or even
remotely hurt, any political or SAARC sensibili-
ties. In fact, it had been a pet idea with all the gov-
ernments here that there be trilateral cooperation
among India, Bangladesh and Nepal for flood-con-
trol in the monsoons and augmentation in the
flow of the Ganges during the dry season. We are,
therefore, entirely for a concerted action plan to
fully employ the eastern Himalayan water re-
sources for the collective benefit of our poverty-
stricken peoples. They should no longer be held
ransom to political vicissitudes while other such
comparable natural geographical formation$ in
the rest of the world advanced rapidly with com-
pacts and treaties transcending the caprice of poli-
tics at the bilateral levels.

We have a long way to go in that direction. The
Kathmandu conference having merely expressed a
non-governmental resolve, the governments need
now to take up the matter in earnest, duly inspired
by the fact that the required collective will can be
mustered now with a relative ease because of the
changed political outlook.

We suggest that further information dissemina-
tion along the line of Kathmandu conference take
place. This needs to be based on free exchange of
data (there being 'no secret information in the age
of satellites'), so that opposition political parties
are drawn into a debate thereon for the sake of ar-
riving at a political consensus on the issues in-
volved within the countries concerned.

Urban Transport Project

The government plan seeking to implement a
World Bank-financed US § 125 m transport pro-
ject for Dhaka city over the next two years looks
rather ambitious. It promises almost everything
one could wish for the city to improve her traffic_
system: side-walks, special lanes for cycles and
rickshaws, bus-only lanes, junction overpasses,
supports for smooth’ traffic management, training
for transport agencies and the like. It will take
cast-iron synchronisation of efforts to complete
all these in two years.

We really feel happy that an improvement to the
city's traffic system has been conceived so compre-
hensively and on such a grand scale. The emphasis
clearly is on developing an integrated transport
system centring around an efficiently-run bus ser-
vice with rickshaws providing feeder services. As
part of a long-term plan, the project has been
mindful of the future growth ot the city in accor-
dance with the capital's land-use planning for the
future. So, the entire range of infrastructure, regu-
latory system for traffic. training for drivers and
traffic police have been taken into account. We
only wish that the radical transformation in
our transport system will take place step by step
and that no quarter would be given any handle for
using it politically.

In this context, we would like to focus on the
governance of the city. The coordination commit-
tee of the city's service agencies has been in
operation for sometime now. But this has not

impacted very visibly as yet on the quality of
services. Putting their acts together will prove
crucially important for the successful
implementation of the Dhaka Urban Transport
Project (DUTP) as detailed above, including its
subsequent operational aspects. Unless the
interconnected and supporting systems and
mechanisms are fully in place, the project could
yield only lop-sided benetfits.

In the Public Eye

The journalists' high rating in respect of public
esteem has been established in a survey conducted
by an organisation called Democracywatch. All of
us in the journalism profession have reasons to be
proud of this better public acceptance compared
with that being enjoyed by doctors, politicians and
the police as an agency. But this should not make
us complacent, for some of us are prone to weak-
nesses, shortcomings and even journalistic devia-
tions. We musl notice that even in a sample survey,
out of a score of 10, we have managed to a rating of
6.03 points. A disapproval ratio of about 40 per
cent is far from flattering.

On the other hand, both politicians and the po-
lice have more reasons than one for a thorough

soul-searching. Politicians have a rating of 3.37
and the police 2.99. Politicians as public represen- |
tatives bank on people's confidence in them. In
fact, it is the life-blood for them. But look how
poorly they have fared in the public eye | The same
goes for the law enforcers. To a large extent, the
fundamentals of a suciety are directly dependent
on the service the police render and the confidence
they enjoy among the public.

Neither of the groups surveyed has an enviable
record, but for sure the country's politicians and
police might feel sorry and embarrassed because of
the study's revelation. A survey such as this one
will have served its purpose if the concerned quar-
ters picked up the right messages.

By the way, it would have been interesting to

know how our teachers fared in this contest.

Council for Defence and National Security

Formalising an Unofficial

\_?Va

tchdog Mechanism

Unfortunate experience has shown that the elite involved with governance in Pakistan m?ﬁemhm
been primarily motivated by personal ambition, greed and the hunger for power rather than the

OR the past 50 years we

have been engaged in the

search for a system that
will make this country
governable. That the lorces
inimical to our survival as a
country label us as a "failed
state” only adds salt to our
wounds., more so because this
motivated piece of disinforma-
tion is meant to give truth to
that lie. Despite all our wvicissi-
tudes, we are manpower-rich
and resource-rich, Pakistan
remains very much a dynamic.
potentially prosperous country,
with resilience enough to sur-
vive the likes ol the Zardari duo
who mercilessly looted this
country and are directly re-
sponsible for the financial
emergency that we are passing
through.

That the loot was engineered
in the name of democracy under
the cover of the Constitution
only underscores the necessily
of a definitive check and bal-
ance in the system. Trying to

ut in place such a mechanism
Eas heen an inexacl science,
based on such selfish motives
that any sincere effort to make
positive corrections in the sys-
tem release fears and raises
doubts about the motives.

The parliamentary system
envisaged by our t’uundinlf fa-
thers was soon taken over lock,
stock and barrel by the British-
trained organised civilian
corps of bureaucrats, first, Ghu-
l]am Mohammad and then,
Iskander Mirza ruling the roost
through manipulating of
politicians behind the facade of
democratic rule. In recognition
of lor rather as a sop lo) the
other "organised force" in the
country, the serving Comman-
der-in-Chief was taken in as
Defence Minister in a "demo-
cratic' government. By 1958
democracy had become a bad
joke. the mess providing a win-
dow of opportunity for the
"other” organised force to im-
pose the first martial law. The

residential system that fol-
owed was simply an civilian-
ized extension of the Martial
Law regime and was in turn re-
placed by another Martial Law
in 1969. The break-up of the
country in 1971 saw an exten-
sion of the Martial Law till an
interim Constitution led to the
1973 Constitution. a complete

" document that was emasculated

by its own author by significant
amendments within -hours of
its unanimous adoption by the
parliament.

While there was a titular
president, the amendments en-
sured that the Prime Minister
became the President (inclusive
of a Military Secretary and
ADCs) in all but name. The ex-
cesses of the autocratic rule un-
der the garb of democracy that
lollowed gave another window
of opportunity for Martial Law
in 1977. this time more of a
military-civil compact than

supreme interests of the country.

during the previous Martial
Laws. The facade of democratic
rule re-appeared in 1985 under
the 8th ndment, a Sword of
Damocles exercised by the dic-
tator President to k recalci-
trant PMs in check. en the
chief beneficiary departed from
the scene in 1988, we reverted
back to the t of "democracy”
overseen by the bureaucrats of
the early 1950s except that this
time the military became an
equal partner. Instead of resort-
ing to Martial Law, Article
58(2)B was available to the in-
cumbent President to take out
elected governments. An in-
forrnal "Troika" came into exis-
tence comprising the President,
PM and the COAS. It was gener-
ally thought that the COAS was
more equal than the others but
this depended not only on his

rsonality and circumstances

ut also the combination
thereof at any given point of
time.

Whether the application of
Article 58(2)B was right or
wrong depended upon the judg-
ment of the solitary person of
the President. In essence like
Article 58(2)B was envisaged to
stave off Martial Law, we badly
needed another mechanism to
ward off misuse of Article

venting the very Constitution It
drew its authority from.

Late President Ziaul Haq en-
visaged this as a National Secu-
rity Council (NSC) but his aim
in trying to form such a Council
were hardly altruistic and he
fell back on the bludgeon of Ar-
ticle 58(2)B. used to good effect
by his civilian successors, both
rightly and wrongly. In 1981
the then Bangladesh Chief of
Army Staff, Lt Gen H M Ershad
had proposed such an NSC
mechanism in Bangladesh to
President Sattar. assassinated
President Gen Ziaur Rahman's
successor, but to no avail. The
ensuing economic and political
mess left Ershad with no alter-
native but to impose Martial
Law.

There is a school of thought
that believes that formation of
a super watchdog body like the
NSC involves the Armed Forces
into the controversy of politics.

What use are the Armed
Forces if there is no country left
to defend? Whereas Martial Law
did not remove the last three
elected governments, could the
President use his powers with-
out the support of the Army? We
are deluding ourselves if we do
not accept the public perception
that conforms to the reality

58(2)B.

Systems and rules are re-
spectively as good or bad as the
people who run and implement
them. Unfortunate experience
has shown that the elite in-
volved with governance in
Pakistan over the years have
been primarily motivated by
personal ambition, greed and
the hunger for power rather
than the supreme interests of
the country. No inherent check
and balance in the system con-

trols the pendulum from swing-
ing to extremes. A monitoring
mechanism in the form of col-
lective decision- making was
needed that would keep the rul-
ing elite within the parameters
that could have prevented the
Zardaris from not only taking
the' country to'the cleaners, but
continuing to thumb their
noses with impunity at the fail-
ure of the system to hold them
accountable. A system for ac-
countability has been long
overdue, an instrument at the
highest level formalising the
informal role of the President
and the Armed Forces Chiefs in
not only decision-making
about important issues facing
the country, but also dissuading
the elected government from
riding roughshod or circum-

Ira Shgl rites from Karachi

.

that in a Muslim country the
Army will always have a say in
the affairs of state, better to in-

stitutionalise this process

within the parametres of the

Constitution. In Pakistan, Arti-
cle 58(2)B does not act as the

builer it was originally envis-

aged. Instead of the informal
“Troika" comprising only the
President. the PM and the
COAS. an expanded forum of a
| 0-member Council would de-
bate and counsel on important
national issues. That the pro-
posed forum is being labelled as
an "advisory body" is simply
unnecessary semantics that
should be discarded in favour of
presenting the truth as it is.

A spade should be called a
spade! The Council for Defence
and National Security {CDNS)
s a tongue twister that incul-
cates the nal concept of a
National Security Council, pro-
viding a pragmatic check and
balance mechanism whose ab-
sence led to the derailment of
whichever government was in
place. Instead of the "Turkish
Model" of having the military
have a say in important mai-
ters in state affairs or the other
extreme of the "Indonesian
Golkar Model” or the "Burmese
State Law and order Restora-

tionn Council (SLORC]" in which
the military becomes the state,
we may have finally hit upon
the ideal combination to protect
us in the future from Zardari-
type governance.

The economy is so inter-
twined with national security.
it is important for the heads of
the Services to be associated at
the formulation of poelicy con-
siderations. Martial Law al-
ways envisaged accﬂunlahilhg,
not governance. invariably t
military soon forget that ac-
countability was the raison d'e-
tre for their interference and
got bogged down in governance
which was neither their man-
date or within their capability.
As an advisory body chaired by
the President, if the CDNS can
successfully monitor the mech-
anism of accountability, it
would have succeeded beyond
any measure.

Anybody who thinks that
accountability can be carried
out by the FIA should have his
lor her) head examined, the pre-
sent process has %nt FIA per-
sonnel laughing all the way to
the bank. The heart of their in-
tegrity having been eroded by

oliticisation. the result has
yeen unbridled corruption. Ex-
cept making FIA personnel who
have replaced the previous ones
(or have survived) much richer,

their commitment is a figment
ol our imagination. The entire
FIA stalf lock, stock and barrel
(the 10 per cent or so innocents
included as acceptable casual-
ties should be sent homej, in-
ducting in Armed Forces Eer—
sonnel in rotation ftor short
stints in a revamped FIA in the
same manner as is done for the
Anti-Narcotics Task Force
(ANTF). Article 245 of the Con-
stitution should be invoked to
hand over the accountability
process to the Armed Forces in
order to apprehend, investigate,
interrogate and prosecute sus-
pects in front of Tribunals espe-
cially constituted in consulta-
tion with the Chief Justice of
the Supreme Court.

The formation of the CDNS
sel in motion rumours about
the elections being held at all.
The formation of CDNS should
have better come along with the
Caretakers on Nov 5. 1996 or
later under the aegis of an
elected government but atro-
cious timing notwithstanding,
one has no reason to doubtithe

credibility. of the Eresidential |
initiative. The effectiveness of !

the CDNS in ensuring meaning;
ful accountability will force-
multiply the potential of demo-
cratic governance. This is an
important milestone in the
50th year of our existence, one
that should certainly help in
elongating our existence beyond
the period being mandated by a
bunch of pessimists who have
eyes only for a hint of dark
clouds and miss out the silver
lining.

Politicians Dodge Issues in Fight for

the Moral High Ground

British voters raise a sceptical eyebrow at the outbreak of moral crusading by politicians out
to woo them in the run-up to a general election. Apart from hypocrisy and scapegoating,
this championing of values and virtues may also betray political impotence and inaction,
writes John Booth from London

RIME Minister John
P Maj or opened election

year in Britain by
sayin% he would put defence of
the family and traditional
institutions at the centre of his
drive to win a fifth consecutive
term of office for the Conserva-
tive party. Like many politi-
cians, he seems happier talking
about values, families. com-
munities and even God, than
about jobs, homes, the trade
balance and other issues once
considered the stuff of political
debate.

It is difficult to pinpoint
where all this righteous thrash-
in%cz;h{:nut started, but it received
a boost during the Easter reli-
gious festival last year when
opposition Labour Party leader
Tony Blair gave a long newspa-
per interview about his Chris-
tian convictions.

In the course of his leader-
ship election campaign two
years earlier, Blair had invited
the cameras to see him and his
family in church, and this time
round the other parties were not
Eﬂl% to miss out.

ithout hours of publication
of Blair's interview, we were be-
ing told about the Christian
convictions of Prime Minister
John Major and Liberal Demo-
crat leader Paddy Ashdown. By
the end of the week, there were
even published comparisons of
the time each of the trio spent
daily in prayer.

This display of conspicuous
Christianity may impress the
small proportion of the British
electorate who attend church.
But it seems doubtful that the
wave of moral rhetoric which
now suffuses political debate in
Britain will do much for the
country, says social analyst
Andrew War.

In a discussion document,
Talking Dirly, , Ward -re-exam-
ines the "Back to Basics" cam-
paign launched by Major in a
speech to the Conservative
Party conference in 1993 when
the mier asserted that cer-
tain core moral values in
Britain had fallen into neglect
and that the Government in-
tended to lead a return to them.

......

Few would argue that self-
discipline, respect for the law,
consideration for others and
responsibility for oneself and
one's family were unimportant.
But plainly. those applauding

"him did not see failings in

themselves., These worthy
virtues could only be lacking in
others.

Ward's research makes clear
who — in the eyes of Major's
government and his press sup-
porters — these moral defectives
were : single mothers. The au-
thor cites a clutch of ministe-
rial speeches summarised by
one journalist as rage over "the
[social welfare] burden on state
finances by the increasing
number of single-parent fami-
lies". These women were not
only having children at the ex-
pense of others and in order to
quality for scarce public hous-
ing, but they were, in the words
of Tory MP Alan Duncan, "un-
deserving'.

In a storm of moral outrage,
other prominent Tories blamed
single parenthood for increas-
izﬂg crime rates and other social

s,

The Government's crusade
was quickly reduced to face
when, within weeks, leading
Conservatives had to explain
how one of their junior minis-

Ty o

Blair, Major, Ashdown: Praying for success

ters, Tim Yeo — a man married
with two grown-up children —
had fathered a child to a single
mother. He was forced to resign,

while “"Back to Basics"'. says
Ward, "was thrown onto the
rocks.” Little has since been

heard of the campaign, but why
does moral rhetoric still seem
to be the order of the day? Do
politicians not realise that elec-
tors are quick to spot
hypocrisy?

At one level, some politi-
cians do not grasp this uEvlnus
truth and carry on moralising,
apparently blind to the public'
awareness of their failure to
match behaviour to publicised
precept.

There are many examples,
from the politicians who back
tough wage controls on low-
paid public-sector workers
while voting themselves a big
salary increase, to the MP
prominent in promoting arms
sales to the Third World who
passionately denounces the sale
of hand-guns in Britain.

But at another level, the
moralising, the very public ex-
hibition of that most private of
matters — one's belief in what
matters most, in God or what
ever principles we accept as
guidance for our actions — is a

sinister development. There are

three causes for concern.

The first, as Ward makes
clear, is that politicians’ moral
outrage is usually directed at
scapegoats. For Major, sin%lle
mothers were the target. For his
predecessor, Margaret
Thatcher. coal miners became
"the enemy within." Scapegoat-
ing is a divisive force. At its
least dangerous it vilifies the
already weak and pushes them
further to the margins. At its
worst, with the full force of the
authoritarian state, it has sent
millions this century to the gu-
lags and the gas ovens.

Secondly, while moral con-
cern is to be encouraged. moral
panic — the creation of an at-
mosphere in which snapF}.n
simple "solutions” to complex
problems are introduced — is

not,
A recent comparative study

by Britain's Luton University of

deprived housing estates in
Paris and London revealed how
long-term, grassroots-based
public investment in the
French capital was for more
successful in cutting crime than
the patchy short-term projects
in its British counterpart.

The third reason for concern
is that the recent moralising be-
trays political abdication. An
old definition says politics is
the business of settling who gets
what. Political space is where
democratic decisions about re-
sources should be made, not a
television set for earnest looks
and moralising displays.

Bul in a world where many
politicians seem resigned to the
dominance of global forces,
where they appear impotent in
the face of media barons.
iransnational corporations
and ever-shifting computerised
assets, perhaps asserting their
be .lef in God, with a nodding
acknowledgment of a few old
fashioned virtues is all they
feel able 1o offer. If this is true.
we really are in moral danger
However righteous may be the
wards ol our leaders, their ac
nons — or, more likely. inac
tion — will speak even louder

— (remini News Service

Leaning on Nature

by Fayza Haq

Masuma Khan, who had her
solo exhibit at the Alliance
Francalse. has been drawing
and painting since she was
three years old and always
hoped to be an artist. "When |
am painting [ feel | am out of
this world. All that interests me
when [I'm painting are my
colours, lines and forms. In my
last exhibit [ presented feelings
like love, happiness. the state of
insomnia and such abstract
themes. This time | concen-
trated on nature. Weary and
blase with the industrial devel-
opment of the cities 1 have
turned to subjects like water,
sky and plants. When [ teach
students it also gives me
tremendous delight. My work-
shops at Alliance Francaise on
Frit?ag,rs is something 1 look
forward to. | deal with different
ages of children and varied me-
dia.”

Masuma's mixed media
"Utsuva" has brought in items
like banana leaves,
Bangladeshi had fans and
chikkas. The forms have been
brought in but not the colours.
The colours of festivity — pink,
yellow and green — cover the
composition. Happiness, youth,
optimism and nature are
blended into one creation.

"Awaiting” has blue and
green on canvas paper. The sub-
tle and economic strokes de-
picted a woman standing by the
door of her village home hoping
for her family to return. Nature
has been brought in by the soft
forms of the overhanging ba-
nana leaves. Brown and mauve
splashes have been included to
give depth to the composition
whljle inserts of white give it re-
ek -

“Nature-14" is a gorgeous de-
piction of a field with tall flow-
ering plants. The sky, inter-
Jpersed with clouds and birds,

as been brought in. The _
afl 'blue " inypressio g
strokes of the plant stanids out
bravely against the wash of blue
and yellow.

"Kashful" is another deft
portrayal of blossoms growing
in abundance in vast fields. The
white blossoms are blown by
the wind. The sky and trees in
the background are brought in
with simple strokes. The paint-
ing done with apparent easy
strokes has a vibrant and dy-

namic effect,

Multicoloured flowers in
"Youth-5" are used as a symbol
of lively, daring and young

ple. These orange and mauve
iﬂm are done in a semi-ab-

stract way so that one can see
vivid splashes of orange and
pink amidst a vast mass of pale
green and blue.

"Water-2" depicts water
waves in semi-abstract forms
with fish, flowers and leaves.
The scintillating water waves

and its inhabitants are seen as
buoyant squiggles and splashes
highlighted by white gold.

"Intimate” has two turtle
doves billing and cooing in a
garden. Splashes of colours
complete the birds and also the
leafy surroundings.

"Wari" is a purely abstract
depiction of the area the artist
lives in. Triangles, rectangles,
circles and squares in blue,
green and red completed the pic-
ture. One could easily imagine
houses, trees, streets and
arising from the abstract
strokes.

"Worried Women" b s in
the theme of downtrodden
women in a beautiful country
which has so many flora and
fauna to boast of.

Masuma says, "Earlier | had
done many realistic works.
This time | {ad only one realis-
tic entry 'Life and Nature' which
was used by Banque Indosuez
for their '97 calendar. 1 don't
want to be left behind by my
contemporaries so l've em-
barked on semi-abstracts since
'88. Earlier on. | had relied on
impressionism to give me a
style. Now | do semi-abstracts
as | feel this is the demand of
the time. 1 like Mansoorul
Karim's work tremendously. |
care for his work not just be-
cause he is a prize winner but
beeause he hasso much (o say
lﬂ.hiﬂ'wl'hf'-'l.rm.; R T

Of Masuma's 23 paintings
five were oils, eléven water-
colour and seven mixed media.

Masuma who has her BFA
from the Eanﬁadcsh Coll of
Arts and Crafts in '72 h 11
solo exhibition in Dhaka.
Earlier in 1960 she had won the
President's Medal. She writes
art reviews for journals and has
held workshops for children at
the Goethe Institut and the
Alliance Francaise.

Sir, Following the results of
the BCS examinations 1994, |
was posted to a thana-level de-
gree college in Serajganj. This
professional placement really
put me and my family in the
soup, because I am the lone
earning member of my family
which is settled in Dhaka. On
Sept 26,1996, | wrote an appli-
cation. recommended by an in-
cumbent minister, to the DG,
Directorate of Secondary and
Higher Education. seeking a
transfer to any place in or
around Dhaka. e then DG
instructed, on the same day, the
authority concerned to send
my file to the ministry. From
here begins the tale of my real
WOes.

[ was asked to complete some
formalities. While | was doing
that, | was told, to my horror,
that my file was missing. 1 was
asked to give a photocopy to
pursue my case. Following that,
the DG office proposed my
name for a college in Gouripur,
Daudkandi. It did so responding
to the demand of the authorities
of that particular college, where
the students had staged fre-
quent agitation, and at one
stage, put it under lock and
key. It was learnt that the lone
post of an English lecturer
there had been lying vacant lor
quite some time. And this va-
cancy continued despite re-

eated overtures to the DG of-
ﬁce by the local authorities for
a teacher.

Returning to what | was say-
ing, the official proposal to put
me in the vacant slot of an En-
glish lecturer at the Gouripur
college hit the snag on the
ground of not having arrived
through the 'proper channel'.
They said the application was
not forwarded by my Principal.
While it is true that | did not
have it forwarded by the Prin-
cipal at that instant, 1 had nev-
ertheless procured the same
well within the period of the au-
thorities' consideration of my
case. For reasons best known
to them, they did not show any
interest to work further on my
file =

My plight multiplied when |
:IFHITI{'{{ that they were more in-
terested in placing another file
in which a transfer proposal
was arranged very subtly be
tween two teachers — one from
my college and the other from

another one — in the guise of
mutual transier And it
seemed that they were busy in

getting 1t approved even at my
cost. What was really galling

was that the dealing assistant
in an absolutely mind-bo g

display of i nce did not
out his boss's (who seemed
to be a thoroughly honest man)
order to table m‘y file. Havi
seen the ways of this world, it

- seems money or rather my re-
fusal to use money pmﬁ%
done, opened the wa's

A suffering citizen
Dhaka

"The Lonely"

Sir, This is in response (o &
letter titled "The Lonely”
rinted on Janu 11, 1997,
rst of all. 1 would like to ap-
preciate the thought about
unfortunate old people of our
society. The case of the old peo-
ple is much the same as that of
the youth of this country. The
youth have nothing to do, and
as a result, turn to activities
that lead them to crimes. The

old, on the other hand, having
no work engagement in their re-

tired life, become psychologi-
cally depressed and hence phys-
1{!31{}; ill.

In the end, they as more

of a burden to their families,
simply because they are viewed
as incapable of earning and yet
a liability requiring both the
time and abode of the family.
Situation, therefore, co s
them to forget that they cam
still be a productive member of
the society. _

Being a resident of Uttara
myself, 1 am pleased to find
someone who thinks for the old
of the Uttara community. It is
true that there is much differ-
ence between the lifestyles of
the old people of the upper-class
and the middle-class. The up-
per-class have the capacity to
engage their retired members.
The problem lies with the mid-
dle-class families who have
neither the money nor the time
to support their aged members.
since they themselves are
stru%gling for their own sur-
viva If we wish to con-
tribute for the wellare of the so-
ciety, we must first realise that
we cannot allow such human
nafure to stand as an ohstacle
I OuUr way

In this regard. the idea of an
old home is quite praiseworthy
| myself have a few ideas on my
mind_ | believe it would be very
useful {f we could try to do
something in a unified fashion
by exchanging our thoughts and
beliefs

Al Durlov Khan
[ Ittara. Dhaka



