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NEWS BRIEFS
ALPP meets today

A mee ;J]f i:t‘ parlﬂmen-

of the Awami League
mﬂl be held today at 10
am at Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban.
Leader of the House and Prime

Minister Sheikh Hasina will
preside. reports BSS.

Ershad leaves for
Rangpur tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent

Jatiya Party chief and for-
mer president H M Ershad will
leave for Rangpur on a two-day
visit to his constituency tomor-
row. He is scheduled to address
a rally at the Rangpur Zila
School ground on January 17.

JPPP meets today

By Staff Correspondent

A meeting of the Jatiya
Party Parliamentary Party
(JPPP) will be held at the Jallya
Sangsad Bhaban at 10 am to-

“BDRCS lottery
draw today

The draw of the 13th lottery
of Bangladesh Red Crescent So-
ciety (BRCS) will be held this
moming in the auditorium of
BA Siddiky Red Crescent Nurs-
ing School, a society press re-
lease sald yesterday. A five-
member team led by Prof A K
Azad Chowdhury, Vice Chancel-
lor of Dhaka University will
conduct the draw. Three hun-
dred and fourteen prizes worth
Taka 60 lakh will be an-
nounced, reports BSS.

in Gournadi
From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL. Jan 14: A least 29
shops were gutted in a fire at
Batajore bazar under Gournadi
thana last night.

According to witnesses, the
blaze that originated from an
electric short circuit at a fac-
tory at about 9 pm spread to
other areas within a short time

Fire brigade units from
Barisal reached the spot after 3
hours crossing two rivers on the
way.

Meanwhile, local people
brought the blaze under control.

Property worth about Tk one
crore is reported to be damaged

State Minister for Fisheries
and Livestock Satish Chandra
Roy visited the spot today.
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BNP will return to the Jatiya
Sangsad today following sign-
ing of a four-point agreement
with the ruling Awami League
yesterday. :

The agreement was reached
arties, brokered by Speaker
umayun Rashid Chowdhury.

Five leaders each from
Awami League and BNP joined
Speaker's chamber in the
talks, chaired by the Speaker.
lasted for three hours from
11:30 am.

Emerging from the dialogue,
Post an
Minister
read out the agreement to wait-
ing newsmen in the
other leaders from both the
sides.

that BNP would attend the com-

Speaker Humayun Rashid Chowdh
chamber at the Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban yesterday.

4-pt accord with
Al: BNP returns

to JS today

after a dialogue between the two

yesterday's talks held at the
Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban. The

Telecommunications
Mohammed Nasim

presence of
Nasim, also the organising
secretary of AL. told newsmen

ing session of the JS and partic-
ipate in other parliamentary
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By Staff Correspondent

activities provided its parlia-
mentary party endorsed the
agreement.

Later in the day, a meeting of
the BNP Parliamentary Party
endorsed the agreement.

Earlier. Speaker Humayun
Rashid Chowdhury held talks
with BNP on Sunday and with
Awami League on Monday, to
resolve the impasse in the
Jatlya Sangsad, arising out of

Faruque Alamgir
made OSD

Deputy Director General
(news) of Bangladesh Television
Faruque Alamgir has been
made Officer on Special Duty.
reports UNB.

Official sources said Mostafa
Kamal Syed, Deputy Director
General (programmes). was
given the job of DDG (news) as
additional charge.

Faruque Alamgir has been
posted at the Ministry of In-

See Page 12 Caol 2

ury presiding over a dialogue

BNP's abstention from attend-
ing the session.

As per the agreement Radio
and TV will now present a "neu-
tral and objective” coverage of
Parliament proceedings and
two designated whips, one each
from the two parties, will over-
see the matter. When necessary.

the Speaker will be apprised of

the coverage.

The agréement. in its second

oint, says, "Post and
elecommunications Minister
Mohammed Nasim will consuit
with the chief whiEﬂ of both the
ruling party and the Opposition
in taking necessary steps re-
garding formation of parlia-
mentary committees.”

The agreement in its third

int said that immediate steps

would be taken, after investiga-
tion into cases to allegedly ha-
rass BNP leaders and workers
and such other allegations
made by BNP.

The fourth and last point of

see Page 12 Col 4

between Awami League and BNP leaders at his
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Khasru made full minister

S1x new faces
in cabinet

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday expanded the
cabinet of her six-month-old
government by appointing two
ministers, three state ministers
and two deputy ministers, re-
ports UNB.

The new cabinel ministers
are: Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury
and Abdul Matin Khasru. Prol
Dr M Amanullah, Talukdar
Abdul Khaleq and Dr Mohiud-
din Khan Alamgir were made
ministers of state while

1 Dhirendra Debnath Shambhu

and Profl Zinnatunnesa Taluk-
dar deputy ministers.

President Justice 5Sha-
habuddin Ahmed administered
the oath of office to the newly
inducted ministers, state min-
isters and deputy ministers at a
simple ceremony at the Darbar
Ha]Fe::-f Bangabhaban in the al-
ternoon.

Among the newly appointed

ministers Saiieda Chowdhury
got the portiolio of Environ-
ment and Forest, Abdul Matin
Khasru was elevated to full
minister for Law. Justice and
Parliamentary Affairs.

Prof Dr M Amanullah Khan
has been appointed Minister ol
State lor Health and Family
Wellare, Talukder Abdul
Khaleq became State Minister
for Disaster Management and
Relief and Dr Mohiuddin Khan
Alamgir State Minister for
Planning.

Dhirendra Debnath
Shambhu has been appointed
Deputy Minister for Shipping
while Prof Zinnatunnesa
Talukdar became Deputy Min-
ister, Pritnary and Mass Educa-
tion.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad. Finance Minister

5ee Page 12 Col 6

AL will respect

agreement,
hopes BNP

By Statf Correspondent

Bangladesh Nationalist
Party has decided to join the
Jatiya Sangsad session. begin-
ning this morning following
signing of a four-point agree-
ment with the ruling Awami
Leapue yesterday.

"The BNP Parliamentary
Party (BNPPP) meeting has en-
dorsed the agreement after
thorough discussion, cross-ex-
amination and careful consid-
eration ... Accordingly well

See Page 12 Col 1

BCL-JCD 60:40

accord over
toll money

Star Report

Armed, cadres of Bangladesh
Chhatra League [BCL) and
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)
at the Dhaka University yester-
dav reached a secret under-
standing over opening a tender.
averting a possible clash be-
tween the two sides.

According to sources in the
two rival student fronts, leaders
of the feuding armed cadres
agreed on a 'systematic’ sharing
of the 'extortion money' gained
from the tender bidding lor
construction ol the third and
fourth Moors of the Sir A F
Rahman Hall ol the university.

See Page 12 Col |

President addresses JS
today: 4 ordinances
likely to be placed

By Staft Correspondent

The Seventh Jatiya Sangsad
goes into its third session this
morning with President Sha-
habuddin Ahmed addressing
Lhe House.

Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP). the largest opposi-
tion party in Parliament,
which had been abstaining
from attending Sangsad ses-
sions since November 10 last
year, will return to the House
today following a four-peint
agreement signed yesterday
with the ruling Awami League.

In his inaugural speech the
President is expected to make a
policy statement of the gov-
ernment headed by Sheikh
Hasina.

In a meeting yesterday the
Business Advisory Committee
of Jatiya Sangsad decided that
the session would continue till
28th of this menth excepting
holidays. Committee sources
said.

Presided over by Speaker
Humayun Rashid Chowdhury,
the meeting was attending by
members of the committee
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,
Deputy Leader ol the House and
LGRD and Cooperatives Minis-
ter Zillur Rahman, Foreign
Minister Abdus Samad Azad,
Industries and Commerce Min-
ister Tofael Ahmed, Post and
Telecommunications Minister
Mohammad Nasim. Deputy
Speaker Mohanmimad Abdul

Hamid. Chief Whip Abul Hasnat
Abdullah, Deputy Leader of the
Opposition AQM Badruddoza
Chowdhury, Chief Whip of the
Opposition Khondokar Delwar
Hossain, and Members of Par-
liament Hussain Mulmmm‘ad
Ershad. Mochammad Saifur
Rahman, advocate Mohammad
Rahmat Ali and Kazi Shamsur

See Page 12 Col 1
5-member judicial
council headed

by CJ suggested
By Mizan Al

The Commiltee on Separa-
tion of Judiciary has suggested
formation of a live-member Ju-
dicial Council for making rec-
ommendalions regarding ap-

ointinent ol Judges ol the
suprenie Court.

The Committee has finalised
its report on separation of the
judiciary. The report is likely to
be submitted to the Minister lor
Law and Justice in a day or two,
according to sources in the law
ministry.

[t has been suggested that the
Council be headed by the Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court, It
will include the law minister,
one judge of the Supreme Court
nominated by the Chiel Justice,
Attorney General and the

See Page 12 Col 3
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(Details on page 10)

invitational international tournament

_________
------

Sri Lankan Defence Service player Dharmasiri (2nd from left) clears a Mohammedan offensive during yesterday's open-
match at the Hockey Stadium. Mohammedans won the encounter 7-1.
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3 top lawyers tell court

Three eminent constitu

nance was validly repe
the Indemnity (Repeal) Act

ple-majority.

Rafigue-ul Huq and Senior Ad
vocate M Nurullah, amici cu
rice

Caolirt)

and Mahmuda

challenging the Indem-:
Act, 1996,

mari
nity (Repeall

day
Two other amici curiae, Se-
nior Advocate Khandker Mah

Amir-ul Islam., may present

tional experts yesterday ob-
served that the Indemnity Ordi-
aled by

1996 in the Parliament by sim-

Dr Kamal Hossain., Barrister

appoinited by the High
Court Division in the hearnng
on the writ petitions filed by
Shahrier Rashid Khan
Rahman.
mother of Colirtd) Faruk .Rah-

COTI-
cluded their arguments yester-

bubuddin Ahmed and Barrister

Indemnity Ordinance
validly repealed

By SC Correspondent

their opinions in the hearing
which will resuine today in di
vision bench ol the HC compris-
ing Justice Md Mozammel
Haque and Justice Md Abdul
Matin

Dr Kamal Hossain, a framer
of the constitution, said the In-
demnity Ordinance cannot be
regarded as a lawor a law in
force since such an ordinance,
purporied to be made pursuant
to the ordinance making power
[article 93) under the constitu
tiori. because it would be repug-
narnt to Article 7 ol the Consli-
fution

The Constitution cannotl
confer a power on anyone
which authorises the destruc-
tion of the Constitution ilself
by describing such an assault
on the Constitution as historic

See Page 12 Col 4

Jatiya Party Office Case

Ershad asked to appear
in court in person

The Special Judge's Courl
yesterday directed former
President H M Ershad to appear
in court in person on February
|8 next date ol hearing ol the
Jatiya Party Office Renovation
Case, reports BSS

Abdul Majid. First Addi-
tional Sessions Judge, Dhaka
and Judge of the Special Judge's

Raqibul Huda

arrested
By Staff Correspondent

Police yesterday arrested
Ragibul Huda, an additional 1G
of Police who was made an OSD

recently. following a warrani
issue by the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate s

Court Chittagong in connection
with the killing of 24 people in
See Page 12 Col 3

Court gave the instruction to
the counsel of Ershad following
a petition submitted on his be-
half to the court to dispense
with his (Ershad) personal ap-
arance and allowing him to
Iﬁ represented by his lawyer
under Section 540a of CrPC.

Yesterday was earlier fixed
for argument by the defence
counsel in the Jatiya Party Of-
fice Renovation Case.,

In the petition, Ershad's
lawyer said since his release on
bail. there is big crowd wher-
ever his client goes. It causes
road blockade, traffic jam and
law and order situation. In the
light of this Ershad may be ex-
empted from physical appear-
ance, rather allowed to be rep-
resented by his lawyer, his
counsel said in the petition.

Khandkar Mahbub Hossain,
counsel for Ershad, said pres-

See Page 12 Col 4

Cargo handling at Ctg Port

CBA leaders resist move
for use of pvt equipment

From Nurul Alam

CHITTAGONG. Jan 14: The
move for using private equip-
ment for cargo handling at
Chittagong Port was loiled in
the face of resistance by Port's
C'BA leaders, port sources said.

As a result, four straddle
carriers imported by a private
party lor cargo handling re-
mained idle at the port jetty for
the last 10 months while the
CBA opposed their use.

Chittagong Port Authority
tried to bring the four private
straddle carriers under opera-
tion, but failed in its move and
then wrote to the ministry con-
cerned to give decision in this
regard. the sources added.

The ministry is vet to give a
decision as to the use ol those
private straddle carriers. keep-
ing the matter hanging. the
solLrces saicd

Talking to this correspon-
dent. Chairman of Chittagong
Port Authorities Captain Za-
hiruddin Mahmud said that
reminders were issued to the
ministry time and again to give

Manzur murder
Bail prayers of
Gen Latif, Col
Shams rejected

Special Judge's Court tryin
former President H M Ersha
and four others in Manzur
Murder Case yesterday rejected
bail prayers of Maj Gen [retd) M
A Latif and Lt Col (retd) Sham-
sur Rahman allas Shams. re

ports BSS.
Abdul Majid, First Addi-
tional Session Judge, after

hearing both sides rejected the
bail prayers. Bail prayer ol
Major (retd) Emdadul Haq could
not be moved.

The Court on an earlier oc-
caslon granted bail to H M Er-
shad and Lt Col (retd) Ka-
maluddin Bhuiyan.

Lt Col Kamaluddin Bhuiyan
was present in the court which
noted the absence ol former
president. The court asked Er-
shad's counsel to make him
available on the next date.

The next date for the case
Number 256 of 1995 was fixed

| for 24th February.

4 decision about the use of those
four straddle carriers.

"But it plunged into uncer-
tainty as the ministry is yet to
respond to this matter.” he said.

The CBA resisted the use of
private equipment as it always
acted against any privatisation
move undertaken by the past
government. |

The decision lor allowing

See Page 12 Col 8

12 PAGES : PRICE TAKA 6.00

New coal mine
discovered
in Dinajpur

The government yestlerday
announced the discovery of a
new mine of high quality coal
al Fulbari in Dinajpur district.
reports UNB.

BHF Minerals, a US-Aus-
tralian multinational com-
pany, discovered the deposit
last week and submitted its dis-
covery sample to the Ministry
of Energy and Mineral Re-
sources Monday.

With the new find. the total
number of coalfields in the
country rose to five.

The four other mines discov-
ered by local geologists are at
Jamalganj in Joypurhat, Bara-
pukuria in Dinajpur, Khalash-
peer in Rangpur and Dighipara
in Dinajpur.

BHFP Minerals has been ex-
ploring coal in shallow depth in

~ the northern region of the coun-

try under an agreement signed
wilth the government on August
20 1994,
The coal lound in the lield is
of bituminous quality and sit
See Page 12 Col 3

Indian team to
monitor Ganges

tlow due today
By Staff Correspondent

A two-member Indian team
ol experts will arrive in Dhaka
today to record the llow ol
Ganges water at the Hardinge
Bridge point. official sources
sald last night.

With the arrival of the In-
dian team the provision for
monitoring the Ganges [low at
four points as stipulated in the
recently concluded Indo-
Bangladesh water accord will be
completed.

The Bangladesh monitors
comprising four engineers be-
gan monitoring work Irom
January 1 at Farraka point, the
Navigation Lock and the Feeder
Canal.

Meanwhile. Lthe data ol the
first ten davs as recorded by the

joint team ol 1nnomtors was yet

to. reach the Waler Resmurces
Ministry till yesterday. How-
ever. a top official said that
from the data available at
Hardinge Bridge point "il was
evident that the water tlow ol
Ganges as provided in the treaty
was being maintained."
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Smooth sail
for Sampras

MELEBQURNE. Jan 14: World
number one Pete Sampras and
Swiss starlet Martina Hingis
marched into the second
round of the Australian Open
today, but former ﬁmdigv Jen-
nifer Capriati broke down in
tears after an unexpected defeat,
reports Reuter.

Sampras, top seed and hot
favourile for the men's title,
streamrollered Romanian
qualifier Dinu Pescariu 6-2, 6-
4, 6-2.

Sixteen-year-old Hingis
picked up a warning lor racket
abuse before subduing German
veteran Barbara Rittner 6-1, 7-5
on Centre Court

Third seed Goran Ivanisevic
stormed into the second round
with an-easv 62, 7-5. 6-3 win
over Australian Ben Ellwood.

More on page 11

LOCATION AT}
16 KEMAL ATA
AVENUE, BANA
OFFICE SPA
AVAILABLE FR(
4TH—9TH FLC
TO RENT FOR
IMMEDIATE
OCCUPATION

Please enquire at the ground floor between
10 AM - 2 PM for viewing.
16, Kemal Ataturk Avenue,

(HANIL BANK BUILDING), BANANI, DHAKA.

Telephone: 870934, 607368.




