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Announcement

The popular feature 'Dhaka
d Day by Day’ which of late had
become irregular due to space
constraint will hencelorth be
published on Page-4 with
effect from lomorrow.
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NEWS BRIEFS
JPPP meets today

By Staff Correspondent

A meeting of the Jatiya
Party Parliamenta Party
(JPPP) will be held today at its
Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban office

in the afternoon. a party source
said.

Yusuf's surprise
visit to DM CH

Health and Family Welfare
Minister Salahuddin Yusuf
made a surprise visit to the
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal and Dental College Hospital
yesterday. During the visit, the
minister expressed his dissatis-
faction at the absence of the
doctors and nurses. Yusuf first
visited the Dental College Hos-
pital and found no doctors and
murses on duty there. During his
visit to the Dhaka Medical Col-
lege Hospital, the minister did
not find the doctors and nurses
listed in the duty rosters, re-

ports B5S.
soldiers
2 sol shot
dead in Kashmir

NEW DELHI. Jan 13: Muslim
militants shot dead two sol-
diers and injured four others in
an overnight ambush in the
northern Indian state of Kash-
mir, the United News of India
said today. It said the attackers,
armed with automatic wea .
ambushed an army patrol late
Sunday night in the Buchpora

suburbs of the state's summer
capital. Srinagar. reports AFP.

US businessman
jailed n China
SHANGHAI. Jan 13: A Chi-

nese court sentenced a US busi-
nessman today to 10 years in
jail for smuggling garbage.
fined him 500, yuan (60,000
dollars) and ordered him to be
deported. the official Xinhua
news age said. William Ping
Chen had confessed to charges
of smu banned goods, in

cluding 238 tonnes of garbage
and a small amount of waste

medical items. between July
and December 1995, Xinhua
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AL-BNP dialogue

at Speaker's

chamber today

By Nazmul Ashraf and Reaz Ahmad

The much-talked-about dia-
logue between the ruling Awami
l:t.ﬂaﬁge and the opposition BNP

be held at 11 am today at
the Speaker's Jatiya Sangsad
chamber, Speaker Humayun
Rashid Chowdhury told e
Daily Star yesterday evening.

The Speaker further said
that he had finalised the
schedule for the dialogue after
'consulting both the sides' while
meeting a three-member ruling
party delegation at his chamber
earlier in the morning.

Communicating the sched-
ule to Deputy Leader of Opposi-
tion in parliament Prof
Badruddoza Choudhury, the
Speaker also requested the BNP
leader to name his party repre-
sentatives for the dialogue.

In reply to a question, Hu-

mayun Rashid Choudhury said,
"I'm optimistic about a positive
outcome of the scheduled dia-
logue as both the sides appear
very sincere in resolving the
stalemate in parliament.” He
also hoped that the talks, to be
mediated by him, would result
in the participation of all par-
ties in the parliament session
beginning tomorrow.

"My job will be to assist, in
an impartial manner, in iron-
ing out the differences between
the two sides and facilitate
smooth holding of the talks to
end the impasse in parliament,”
he observed.

Referring to his talks with
Prime Minister and Leader of
the House Sheikh Hasina on the
issue, the Speaker said, "The
PM is keen to see that the Oppo-

sition takes part in the deliber-
ations of the House to make the
proceedings lively and mean-
ingful.”

Asked about his hour-long
meeting with the ruling party
representatives yesterday, Hu-
mayun Rashid ghnudhurjr fur-
ther said, "... They seemed very
eager to meet their Opposition
counterparts ... I'm hopeful that
both the two sides would be able
to find out ways and means for
resol the impasse."

On the agenda of today's dia-
logue, he said the talks would
mainly concentrate on 'free and
fair coverage of Sangsad pro-
ceedings by the BTV and propor-
tionate representation of the
Opposition in various parlia-
mentary bodies. Other issues

See Page 12 Col 4
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The DIT street at Narayangan) duﬂng hartal hours yesterday.
Fifty hurt during
hartal at N'ganj

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ. Jan 13: At
least 50 people, including eight
policemen, were injured when
police used batons and fired
tear gas shells and rubber bul-
lets during sporadic clashes
with BNP supporters who called
an 8-hour hartal in the town

rotesting killing of a Jubo Dal
eader on Sunday.

Of the injured persons, 14
were admitted to Narayanganj
General Hospital and different
local clinics. They included Ab-
dur Razzak (25), Saidul Alam
Eiﬂ] and Monir (20), all bullet-

it.

Senior vice-president of BNP

6 hit by bullets
In separate

incidents
By DMC Correspondent

Six persons received bullet
injuries in separate incidents of
violence in the city yesterday.

Akhter Hossain alias Babu,
32, reportedly a manpower

ent, recei severe injuries
when an armed gang of five per-
sons fired several shots in his
legs at F | under Moti-
jheel thana at noon. He was un-
der treatment at the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital

See Page 12 Col 7

Abdul Mazid and president of
Narayanganj Unit of Chhatra
Dal Abu Yusuf Khan Tipu were
also injured when police used
batons to disperse pickets.

The injured police personnel
were Naik Alimuzzman, Naik
Shahjahan, Havildar Khabir,

- 'SI Shah Alam and four consta-

bles — Afaz, Rashid, Forkan
and Abdul Jalil.

Chase and counterchase be-
tween police and pickets took
place at different places during
the hartal hours.

All transports were off the
roads and shops and commer-
cial houses remained closed
during the hartal hours but ply-
ing of busses and mini-buses
between Dhaka and Narayan-

was normal.

e eight police personnel
and a number of BNP activists
were injured clurin%{;:lashcs at
Deobhog area at 11:30 am.

Police lobbed 10 rounds of
tear gas shells and fired 15
shots to disperse the pickets
who hurled crackers and pelted
stones at police. The clashes
later spread to Rail gate No 2.
Mondal Para and some other
areas.

Police also charged batons
on a BNP procession in Metro
Cinema hall area in the morn-
ing.

See Page 12 Col 8
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Int'l hockey
tourney
from today

Sports Reporter

An invitational interna-
tional hockey tournament, or-
ganised by Bangladesh Hockey
Federation to mark the openin
of its newly laid synthetic tur
at the Hockey Stadium, will be-
gin this afternoon.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will unveil a plaque at
the renovated Hockey Stadium
and will formally inaugurate
the eight-day meet as chief

guest.
A total of five teams includ-
ing two local giants Mo-

See Page 12 Col 1

2 Nagas held
with pistols

By Staff Correspondent

Two Indian nationals re-
portedly from Nagaland, were
arrested in the city yesterday
morning.

Sang Yu Jamir, 20, and
Sony, 21, were held when they
were roaming in a rickshaw
around the Moghbazar rail
crossing at about 6:30 am, po-
lice said.

Ramna police said, two pis-
tols were also recovered from
their possession.

The details about how, why
and when the Nagas entered
Bangladesh could not be known
immediately. -

JS goes into
session
tomorrow

Parliament goes into session
tomorrow, reports UNB.

This will be the third session
of the seventh Parliament and
first one in the new year.

President Justice Sha-
habuddin Ahmed is due to ad-
dress the House when, it sits at
11 am. The cabinet has alreadiy
approved the Presidents
speech.

The last session of the Jatiya

ad, elected in the June 12
polls, began on November 1 and
was prorogued on November 20.
Opposition BNP has been ab-
staining from attending the
session since November 10 to
press its 10-point demands
submitted to the Speaker.

The demands include ensur-
inf, neutrality of the Speaker,
release of political detenus and
end to "repression” on BNP
leaders and workers, and equi-
table coverage on the state-run
radio and television.

Ban on rallies,

processions
around JS

Dhaka Metropolitan Police
has imposed a ban on holding
rallies, processions and demon-
strations, and carrying any
firearms, explosives or any
harmful things in the areas ad-

jacent to the Jatiya Sangsad

Bhaban and some other city
roads from 12 midnight today,
reports UNB.

The areas are: from Old Air-
port upto Bangla Motor cross-
ing of the Mymensingh Road.
from the western end of Bangla
Motor Link Road upto SAARC
Fountain crossing of Sonar-
gaon Road, from the eastern end
of Panthapath upto Farm Gate
via Green Road crossing, from
Sheymoli Cinema upto Dhan-
mondi Road No 16 (Old 27)
crossing of Mirpur Road.

The areas also include: from
Agargaon Link Road upto Roke-
ya Sarani crossing via Shishu
Mela, from Rokeya Sarani cros-
sing upto Bijoy Sarani Parjatan
crossing via Old 9th Division
crossing, from the eastern end
of Indira Road upto the western
end of Manik Miah Avenue, and
the restricted areas of the
Jatiya Sangsad complex and all

roads angd .lanes within its
hﬁl 4 ; L ol s
The ban will remain effec-

tive till the prorogation of the
third session of the parliament.

W ards of staff
JU admission
body, English

dept at war
By Gobinda Bar

A IUf{ of war continues be-
tween the English Department
and the Central Admission
Committee of Jahangirnagar
University (JU) regarding the
admission of the wards of the
teachers. officers and employ-
ees of the varsity.

According to sources at the
university, there is stalemate in
the admission process in the
English Departinent as the de-
partinent refused to admit 15
wards ignoring the instruction
of the Central Admission
Comimittee.

The sons and daughters ol
the university's teachers. olli-
cers and employees seeking
admission to the university
enjoy certain advantages. Alter
discussions with the Central
Admission Committee, the En-
glish Dt‘.parLgt-nt agreed to ad-
mit 3 studen® out of 15 who had
appeared at the viva. But the
Central Admission Committee
is asking the department to
admit all 15 students.

"We cannot destroy t..~ e
partment by admitting all 15
students as none of them is
competent for admission”. said
the chairman of the departmen
tal admission committee, Frol
Harun-ur-Rashid.

The wards getting only pass

See Page 12 Col 3
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Source of 'black money'
invested in industries
won't be questioned

By Nurul Kabir

The cabinet yesterday re-
solved that the source ol 'black
money'. if invested in the indus-
trial sector, would not be ques-
tioned by the government for
the next three years, sources
close to some cabinet members
told The Daily Star last night.

The cabinet also approved a

- proposal that the investment in

the productive sector would be
tax-free for a certain period, the
sources added. Details about the
decision was not known imme-
diately as the cabinet members
preferred to keep mum on the

[ decisions.

During the meeting, an in-
fluential minister wanted to
know as to how the cabinet de-
cisions, or even the items on the
agenda of the meetings were
being leaked to the press, the
sources said.

The minister is learnt to
have warned his cabinet col-

leagues by citing some instances

where some British ministers
had lost their jobs due to the
leakage of information about
the proceedings of cabinet
meetings to the press. The
minister concerned reportedly

succeeded in convincing the
Prime Minister to ask the
Cabinet Secrelary to prepare
and submit a report on how the
proceedings of the cabinet meet-
ings, or items on the agenda,
were disclosed to certain jour-
nalists. :

Chaired by Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina, the cabinet
meeting yesterday rejected a
proposed amendment to the
Building Construction Act,

- 1952 on the grounds that it had

sought certain provisions, rele-
vant only to the government-
owned buildings but discrimi-
natory against the interest of
the general public.
Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina herself opposed the idea
of the discriminatory provi-
sion, sources concerned told

this correspondent.

The cabinet meeting, held at
the PM's office, also discussed a
proposed power conservation
policy of the government, but
sent it back to the ministry
concerned for further scrutiny
on the grounds that it was
faulty, meeting sources said.
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"DSE members

Proposal for 'efficiency
unit' being redrafted

By Shehab Ahmed

The Ministry of Establish-
ment is redrafting a proposal
for setting up of an 'efficienc
unit' at the Prime Minister's of-
fice (PMO) to help improve ad-
ministrative efﬁcien::{'.

According to highly placed
sources the proposal was sent to
the Prime Minister's office in
September for approval. But it
was relurned late last month
with a note saying 'there is no
need at the moment for such a
unit as the administration offi-
cials under the present set up
are efficient’.

The sources alleged that cer-
tain bureaucrats in the PM's of-
fice felt that such an unit would
undermine their authority and
they lobbied for smothering the
idea, mooted in 1993 following
an UNDEP studyon better gover--
nance.

The study was conducted to
prepare suggestions for admin-

istrative reforms.

After a series of meetings
with the UNDP and Overseas
Development Administration
(ODA) of Britain, the govern-
ment set up a committee con-
sisting of four secretaries.
Later. the committee was en-
larged with another secretary
and it drafted a report recom-
mending setting up of an 'effi-
ciency unit' at PM's office, the
sources pointed out.

The donors so also encour-
aged such a unit to bring about
administrative reforms.

The ODA, after negotiations
with the %Dvﬂnlment. agreed to
provide financial support in
this regard.

A consultant from the ODA
also came to Bangladesh to t;eelg
prepare a moedel of the propo

“elficiency unit.

But the political impasse in
See Page 12 Col 3

City water-logging may
persist due to legal
battle against WASA

By Staft Correspondent

Despite Dhaka WASA's mas-
sive drive to clean up the storm
sewerage Lo keep the city free of
waler-logging in the coming
rainy season, WASA officials
fear that the problem might
persist as two of the storm sew-
erage encroachers have moved
to higher courts against the
WADA.

The drive was launched re-
cently to clean up the city's 170-
kilometre long storm sewerage
to rid the city of water-logging.
But the officials said that two
main storm sewerage points on

Jubo League
leader killed
in gunfight

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Jan 13: A Jubo
League leader was killed and
seven others were wounded in a
gunbattle between two rival
groups of the ruling partys
youth wing over control of the
Roosevelt Jetty and its sur-
rounding business centres in
Khalispur today.

Police said Shahidul Islam,
30, a vice-president of Khulna
City Jubo League. died on the

See Page 12 Col 1

the Segunbagicha canal. one at
Fakirerpool and the other at Bi-
joy Nagar. still remained en-
croached.

"In November last we won a
case against the encroachers in
a lower court and moved with
our workforce to build the sew-
erage. But the encroachers
moved to a higher court forcing
us to stop the work," said an ol-
ficial of the WASA. The work
could not be started again until
a verdict was given by the court
and it might take a long time,
he added.

The WASA, in view ol
widespread water-logging in the
city last year, managed to reach
an understanding with two
mosque committees who hfxd
been encroaching upon the Se-
gunbagicha canal at two other
points — one at Fakirerpool
and the other near Noire Dame
College.

"In both cases, we had to pay
adequate compensalion,” an
WASA source said.

"Now the encroacher ol the
Segunbagicha canal at Bijoy
Nagar is challenging our oifi
cial records and maps. claiming
that the canal flowed from the
southern side of her land.” the
source added.

See Page 12 Col 8

"'Women need to be more
active in politics'

By Staff Correspondent

Increased participation of
women in the political process
is the answer to the problem of
empowerment of women in the
country.

This was observed by some
former and present women
members of parliament and ac-
tivists of women's movement at
a seminar. onn 'Women in Par-
liaments, Their Participation
and Related Issues’ in the city
yesterday. Tasmima Hossain
MP of Jatiya Party. Khaleda
Khanam MP and Segufta Yas-
min MP of Awami League, for-
mer BNP MPs Sigma Huda and
Maleka Begum, Ms Zamil of
Awami League, Rawshan Ara
Hena and Shamsun Nahar Ah-
sanullah addressed the semi-
nar. Dr Zafarullah Chowdhury
and former secretary Monjurul
Karim also addressed the semi
nar sponsored by the UNDP.

Describing their experience
in parlament. most of the pre-
sent and former women MPs
said that those who becamne leg-
islators on the reserve quota jor
women suffered from infenor
ity complex. Some of them ob-
served that their male counter-

parts did not miss any opportu-
nity to remind them that they
were not been elected directly by

the people.
Segufta Yasmin alleged that
although women lawmakers

were officially entitled to get
equal opportunities as their
male colleagues, they were
sometimes deprived of their
rights even in getting the floor.

‘Women should get elected
directly by the people. Bul the
authorities of the political par-
ties give nominations on the
basis of candidates’ money and
power, not popularity.” she re-
marked.

Rowshan Ara Hena, describ-
ing her experience with BNP
said.: "When | sought nomina-
tion | was told by the male lead-
ers of the y that women run
a greater risk of being defeated
as they are not in a tion to
spend adeguate money needed
to win an elections.”

Khaleda Khanam, who is
also general secretary of the
women front of the AL, how-
ever, said she did not leel that
women legislators get less op-

See Page 12 Col 6

Bomb hurled
at cable TV

office in city
By Staff Correspondent

A control room of a cable TV
network was gutted when an
armed gang allegedly hurled a
petrol bomb inside its office at
Dhanmondi residential area in
the city yesterday afternoon.

The owner of the Comtech
Cable Network on Road No. 7A
claimed that a large guantity of
cables, amplifiers and other ac-
cessories worth about Tk 15
lakh were burnt in the fire that
originated from the bomb blast
at about 2:30 pm.

The owner alleged that his
business became a target of
business rivals as the network
was gaining public confidence
through efficient services since
its inception in 1993. Some
anonymous callers had been
threatening over telephone for
some time and asking the net-
work operators to 'stop all
business activities'. Following
the threats, the owner lodged a
general diary with Dhanmondi
thana, he said.

The gang of about seven
unidentified armed men came
in a microbus to the control

See Page 12 Col 7
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A cable TV network centre in the city's Dhan
petrol bomb was hurled there by some unidentified persons yesterday.
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Kerb marketmen
stage sit-in, DSE
trading cut short

By Staff Correspondent

Agitating kerb market
traders staged a sit-in in front
ol the Dhaka Stock Exchange
yvesterday forcing closure of
floor trading within an hour.

Several hundred out-market
traders gathered near the DSE
building in the morning and
prevented anyone from enter-
ing the building since 10 am.

They also staged demonstra-
tions in the area and held ral-
lies protesting the massive fall
in share prices of most issues.

The agitating kerb market
traders also chanted slogans
against the government, fi-
nance minister and. 'corrupt’
demanding
See Page 12 Col 8

Fire at ship in
Ctg: 4 hurt

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Jan 13: A
private lightening vessel MV
Perozpur, anchored in Karna-
phuli river at Banglabazar ghat,
suddenly caught fire this
evening, police said.

Four crew of the vessel re-
ceived burn-injuries in the fire
and they were admitted into
Chittagong Medical College
Hospital for treatment. The in-
jured crew were identified as
Abdul Khaleque. Shahidul Is-
lam, Sarwar Hossain and Del-
war Hossain respectively.

The cement carrying vessel
caught fire at around 7:30 pm
while it was taking fuel. police
said.

Fire brigade personnel
rushed to the spot immediately
and brought the fire under con-
trol.

Strict enforcement
of rules at
ZIA from Feb 1

By Masud Arif

The authorities of Zia Inter-
national Airport (ZIA) have
taken a number of measures to
make the airport "trouble-free’
and improve its overall stan-
dard.

The measures, to be effective
from February 1, will be strictly
enforced, according to highly
placed official sources at the
ZIA.

The whole terminal building
except a designated portion in
the departure lounge will be
made a non-smoking area.

Passengers will be required
to exchange foreign currency
only from the authorised
banks. Unauthorised exchange
of currency will be a punishable
offence for both tor the passen-
ger and the dealer. _

Innecessary blowing ol
horn, littering. spitting. jay-
walking will also be treated as
punishable offence.

Meanwhile, a mobile court

See Page 12 Col 4

5 govt ottices
ransacked
= 5 "
in B’barnia
From Our Correspondent

BRAHMANBARIA, Jan 1:3-_: A
gang of thieves ransacked five
government offices here today.

lice said, |

The offices of the TNO, AC
(Land), PIO and the District
Fisheries Oftfice were ransac ked
reportedly by a gang of thieves
early in the morning.

Besides, Tk 15.000 was
stolen from the Livestock of-
fice, police said.

None was arrested in this

connection till tonight, police
added.

7 hurt, 12 shops,
19 houses gutted
in Patuakhali

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Jan 13: Seven
people were injured in a fire at
Laukathi Bazar near the Patu
akhali town last night.

The fire reportedly origi-
nated from an electric short
circuit at a grocery at about
11:15 pm.

Twelve shops and 19 hourses
were gutted. The local people
extinguished the lire. ..

The injured were identified
as Krishna, 30, Manik Saha, 25,
Pran Pal, 30, Fatik, 32, Ashis,
35, Ratiq, 25 and Monoranjan.
42. Krishna was admitted to
Patuakhali General Hospital in
a critical condition,

Ahmed Humayun
granted bail

A division bench of the High
Court Division granted antici
patory bail to Syed Mohiuddin
Ahmed Humayun. former Edi-
tor of the Dainik Bangla. re-
ports UNB.

The division bench. com-
prising Justice Mahmudul
Amin Chowdhury and Justice
Mchammad Jainul Abedin,
granted him the bail in connec-
tion with the recent inquiry
carried out by the Bureau of
Anti-corruption regarding the
use of newsprint, appointment
of newsmen and publication of
an international edition of the
Dainik Bangla.

Barrister Abdur Razzaq
moved the petition for his an-
ticipatory bail.



