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Dhaka's knitwear export to EU in jeopard

By Inam Ahmed

If this is withdrawn. credibility of the EPB as well as exporters
would be tarmished and put importers in financial jeopardy. the
sources said. Exporters fear a big chunk of the market may be lost

The EC has categorised the findings in three groupings — Sched-
ule A, B and C. Schedule A contains 367 certificates of origin which
it had found to be fictitious. Schedule B contains about 6,000 certifi-

Bangladeshi knitwear export faces an uncertain future in Europe
after an investigation by the European Union (EU) revealed

'widespread abuse' in issuing certificate of origin allegedly by the

in city markets
DSE index falls by 114
points
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DSE MARKET

DSE price index, 190063 (-5.68)
Market capital Tk 13777 85cr
Transactions in volume | 55040
Transactions in value Tk 4 ¢

|CSE price mdex B9.77(-2.T0%)
Market capital Tk 11522.55 «1
Tragsactions in volume 24825
Transactions n value Tk 6333090
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- PM to exchange

views with editors

By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will exchange views
with editors of the national

dailies tomorrow at 4 pm. The
meeting will take place at the
Tejgaon office of the Prime
Minister.

Kerb market
trader robbed

By Staff Correspondent

Muggers snatched Tk 75,000
from a kerb market trader in

the city's Swamibagh area on
Saturday night. A s of about
four people waylaid Delwar

Hossain and snatched the
money at gunpoint when he was
returning home by a rickshaw,

lice said. A case has been
iled with Sutrapur thana.

IU admission tests
postponed

From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA, Jan 12: Admis-
sion tests for the 1996-97 ses-
sion in the Islamic University
(IU) have been postponed fol-
lowing a tense situation on the
campus and its adjoining areas.
In an emergen meeting on
Saturday, the admission com-
mittee postponed all admission
tests for the honotrs courses,
sources said.

5 shops gutted

at Tongi bazar
Five shops were gutted in a
fire at Tongi bazar near the city
{Esterday The fire, originated
rom an oven of a roadside
restaurant spread to adjacent
shops at about 2 pm. The fire
fighters brought the blaze under
control after two hours. The ex-

tent of damage could not be
known, reports UNB.

Hartal observed
at Bhola

From Staff Carrespondent

BARISAL. Jan 12: A half-day
hartal was observed in Bhoila
town today at the call of the
Bhola district BNFP protesting

the killing of a Jubo Dal ac-
tivist.

St ]

Prime Minister Sheikh. Hasina aﬂeing. her Britiﬁh'cu-u-ntérpﬂ.rt John Majur and his wife
Norma Major off at Zia Intérnafional Airport in the city yesterday. =~

— Star photo

as a catalyst' to intensify rela-
tionship in terms of trade and
politics as well.

The British Prime Minister
termed the visit a 'remarkable’
one and noted that although it
was a short visit, it would pro-
vide a fresh impetus to British-
Bangladesh ties.

Major said. his visit, which
coincided with Bangladesh's
silver jubilee celebrations, "was
an appropriate time to look at
the bilateral relationship
afresh and develop it". He said

_that his talks with Sheikh

See Page 12 Col 1 7
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Shahbazpur gas field

Move for accord with
US co without bidding

By Sharier Khan

A move is underway to sign
an agreement with a US oil
company for exploration and
development of the Shahbazpur
gas field without open bidding,
sources concerned alleged.

An influential quarter is
trying to sign an agreement
with Unocal on unsolicited
terms bypassing open bidding,
the sources said. The Shah-
bazpur gas field has a proven
reserve of 0.40 trillion cubic
feet of gas, the sources added.

The government's procedure
for negotiation and signing of
agreement for exploration and
development of gas field does
not allow such unsolicited ne-
gotiations or agreements, the
sources said. All fresh negotia-

tions have been suspended since
July last to invite bids for 15
exploration blocks, they said.

In this regard the sources
mentioned that the government
plans to hold two international
roundtable conference in Lon-
don and Houston in March this
year to attract multinational
companies to explore oil and
gas in the country. The planned
;‘nnfﬂcncc were deferred ear-
ier.

An official source, request-
ing anonymity noted that if a
particular company is awarded
contract to explore gas in the
Shahbazpur field without open
bidding, other companies
which have shown interest will

See Page 12 Col 7

_ﬁupsha Bridge proposal,

13 projects okayed

The Executive Committee of
National Economic Council
yesterday approved the pro-
posal for construction of road-
cum-rail bridge over the river
Rupsha in Khulna, reports UNB.

Apart from the Rupsha
bridge project, the ECNEC also
approved 13 development pro-
jects with an involvement of Tk
614.32 crore, including Tk
223.06 crore ir:lf)rnject aid.

The approvals were given at
a meeting held with Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina in the
chair in the conference room of
the National Economic Council
Bhaban in the capital.

Projects include Non-formal
Education Project-2 at a cost of
Tk 160 crore: Non-formal Edu-
cation project-3 (basic educa-
tion for hard-to-reach urban
children) at a cost of Tk 74.30
crore. including Tk 71.80 crore
project aid. Rural Development
Project-8: Infrastructure in
greater Rangpur at a cost of Tk

117.95 crore, including Tk
86.81 crore project aid: Addi-
tional Facilities in Different
Stations for Development of
Operational System and Re-
pairs to 200 BG and 100 MG
Wagons under Development ol
Operating Facilities at a cost of
Tk 14.91 crore. including Tk 12
lakh project aid. Construction
of Truck Terminal at Benapole
port at a cost of Tk 10.86 crore:
Integrated Soil Fertility and
Fertiliser Management Project
al a cost of Tk 24 43 crore. in
cluding Tk 19.45 crore prch[jﬂ:t
aid: Infrastructure Rehabilita-
tion of Damaged Project of Wa
ter Development Board during
the 1995 !llund in North Bengal
at a cost of Tk 42.16 crore.

The Poullry Managemeril
Technique Improvement Pro-
ject at a cost of Tk 36.94 crore;
Repair and Development of
Bangladesh Institute of Tech-
nology of Chittagong, Khulna,

See Page 12 Col 8

|

APSU-Shibir
clash at RU:
15 injured

From RU Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Jan 12: At least
15 persons including six po-
licemen and two journalists
were injured in a clash between
the All-Party Students Unity
(APSU) and the Islamic Chattra
Shibir (ICS) here today.

The clash started when po-
lice tried to dispense a rally of
Chhatra Oikya Parishad near
Kajlagate this morning. The
students pelted brickbats on the
police who lobbed tear gas
shells and made baton charges
to disperse the students and
pedestrians to bring the situa-
tion under control, police and
eyewitnesses said.

Police Sub-Inspectors —
Mozharul Islam and Shamsul
Alam and two Rajshahi Uni-
versity correspondents of
Dhaka dailies were injured
among others in the clash. eye-
witnesses said.

Earlier., Islami Chhatra
Sibir activists ransacked the
posl office on the campus.

Meanwhile all activities.
including holding of regular

See Page 12 Col 3

No bus service 1n

Barisal Divn

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL. Jan 12: Bus ser-
vices in six districts of Barisal
division have come to a hall due
to a conflict between the bus
owners association ol Barisal
and Jhalakathi districts.

Buses stopped plying in the
six routes between Barisal and
Barguna while suspension ol
the services in four other routes
in Barisal. Jhalakathi. Piro-
jpur and Patuakhali districts
entered the third day today.

Suspension of bus services
has caused immense sufferings
to the people of the whole divi-
sion

Added to this, ferry service
from Dapdapia ferry ghat to dif-
ferent routes has also been
stopped as four ferries are out of
order. according to BIWTC

SOLUTcCes.

i

Jubo Daflemier

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Jan 12: A
young man was shot dead and a
Jubo Dal leader of the town was
injured when some unidentified
gunmen attacked them near the
Narayanganj Pourashabha ol-
fice todaly.

Nurul Afsar alias Raju, 22, a
resident of Laxminarayan
Akhra road in the town, was
shot in the belly. He died at the
Narayanganj Hospital, police
and hospital sources said.

BNP claimed that Raju was
an activist of its youth front,
Jatiyatabadi Jubo Dal.

Md Bodiuzz....au alias Bodu,
32, joint convenor of Narayan-
ganj town Jubo Dal who was in-
jured in the attack was admit-
ted to Narayanganj Hospital.

Protesting the incident. Jubo
Dal brought out a procession.

See Page 12 Col 4

for 'repair’

By Staff Correspondent

A fleating bridge. linking
the mazar of president Ziaur
Rahman at the Chandrima Ud-
dyan with the Crescent Lake
Road. has been removed by the
Roads and Highways Depart-
ment for what a notice said "ur-
gent repairs’.

Newsmen wvisiting the site
across the North Plaza of the
Jatiya Sangsad Bhavan said
workmen f{rom the R&H de

See Page 12 Col 7

BNP has been abstaining
from attending the Parliament
session since November 10 last
year after submitting to the
Speaker 10-point demand in-
cluding "neutral role” of the
Speaker. "impartial® coverage
of the JS proceedings by the
BTV and release ol detained
BNP leaders and workers.

"l hope 1 will be able to medi-
ate a fruitful dialogue between
the two sides within 24 or 48
hours'. the Speaker said in a
tone [ull of optimism.

The Speaker said he will cer-

See Page 12 Col 3

We were 'A' team, will
remain so: Ershad

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Jan 12: "We were
always 'A' teamn and will remain
the same in future", said Jatiya
Party chairman and former
president Hossain Mohammadcl
Ershad.

Ershad was replying in a
question of a newsman at the
VIP lounge of Osmani Airporl
on his arrival here today.

The JP chairman who was
freed on bail Thursday came to
Sylhet on a short visit for offer-
ing fateha al the mazars of
great saints Hajrat Shahjalal
(RA) and Hajrat Shahparan
(RA).

The former president talked

to the newsmen for a few min-
utes. Expressing his heartlelt
gratitude to the people of Sylhet
as well as of the whole country,
Ershad said. "l have come here
only to seek blessings from the

great saints.

Wailing to the several hun-
dreds party workers of JP and
its [ront orgamsations who
gathered at the airport to wel-
come their leader. Ershad said,
"I will come again and meet
with you all spon,” adding "our
first task will be to reorganise
the party.”

When asked about the BNP's
allegation that his release was
outcome of an ‘entente’ with the
Awami League since 1982, Lhe
former president said "l gol re-
lease from the court, nobody
else, there is no scope for en-
terite with the court.”

Replying to a question on the
recently signed water treaty
with India, Ershad said, "at
least a treaty had been signed.
let us wait and see.” However,

See Page 12 Col 8
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Guardians anxiously waiting outside the Motijheel Govt Girls High School in the city as

their children appeared in the admission test yesterday.

el --_;-;_-.-:_:'.:.:-':'-'-

G
Jhnn
oot ey
T

— Star photo

Pak SC rejects petitions against president's power to dissolve NA

ISLAMABAD. Jan 12: Pak-
istan's Supreme Court today
dismissed several petitions
challenging a constitutional ar-
ticle that gives the President

wers to dissolve the National
Assembly, reports AFP.

President Farooq Ahmed
Leghari invoked the article, the
eighth constitutional amend-
ment. on November 5 to dis-
solve the National Assembly
and sack the
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto.

In a brief order, the court
ruled the article "has provided
checks and balances Eﬁmﬂ

overnment of

the powers of the President and
the Primne Minister to let the
system work without let and
hindrance.”

It was meant to "forestall” a
situation in which martial law
could be imposed. said the order
issued by the seven-judge [ull
bench of the Supreme Court.

The article was introduced
in the constitution in 1985 by
military ruler Mohammad Zia-
ul-Haq before lifting martial
law and restoring democracy

The amendment was en
dorsed at the time by the Na-
tional Assembily elected in non-
party elections in a bargain

with Zia, who died in 1988 in a
plane crash

During the past eight years,
the powers have been used by
successive presidents to dis-
solve four assemblies.

The Supreme Court said
three elections were held a
party-basis since 1988 and the
resultant parliaments did not
touch the amendment, "amply”

demonstrating it "is ratified by
implication.”
The amendment "has come

to stay in the constitution,” un-
less it was repealed by the par-
liament. the order noted.

The three petitions had been
filed by advocates and political
activists.

Benazir, in a separate peti-
tion, has challenged her ouster
by arl on charges of corrup-
tion and misrule.

Her case is yet to be heard but
Pakistani Chief Justice Sajjad
Ali Shah has said the Supreme
Court would decide it before the
February 3 election date.

AP adds: Next month's gen-
eral elections will be the freest
and fairest in Pakistan's 50-

ar history, President Farooq
Lceghaﬂ promised yesterday.
The man. who 31‘5;111..31 Be-

nazir Bhutto's government
charging she was driving the
country toward economic ruin,
told foreign journalists that the
army has been called in for the
elections not only to keep the
peace but to check corruption.
"Throughout the election
process they will be on duty es-
pecially where there are hol
spots ... so there are no clashes
between the candidates and the
supporters,” hari said.
ere will be 250,000 sol-
diers deployed throughout the
country on Feb 3 ing day.
Already some soldiers are on

the job at ballot printing

resses to make sure there is no
xing of ballots.

At least two snridle:rs will be
deployed at each of the country's
43,000 polling stations, said'ﬁ:e
state-run news agency.

Election rules have been re-
vamped and revised to ensure
that "election results are as
transparent and as clean as
possible,” Leghari told journal-
Isis.

But Ms Bhutto is skeptical.
Earlier she warned that if
she lost the elections she

wouldn't accept the results, not I

unless Leghari resigned.

Clouds Export Promotion Bureau (EPB) to avail the Generalised System of  because of the situation. cates that it claims to be wrongly issued. Schedule C contains about By Staff Correspondent
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Secretary to the Prime Minis-
1

Dr Tawfiq Elahi Chewdhury
Bir Bikram, chairman of the
Board ol Investent (BOI), has
been transferred to the
Ministry of Power. Energy and
Mineral Resources as secretary.

Additional Secretary, Indus-
tries Ministry. Syed Yusul Hos
sain has been transferred to the
Ministry of Cultural Affairs as
acting secretary.

Khondaker Tajuddin
Ahmed, Director General in the
Prime Minister's secretariat,
has been appointed Joint Secre- -

See Page 12 Cal 8

Kerb marketmen
g0 On rampage,

damage vehicles

By Staff Correspondent

Police picked up 12 kerb
market share traders lrom the
front of the Dhaka Stock Ex-
change (DSE) building vesterday
as they went on a rampage
hearing the news ol massive
share price fall on the floor of
the stock exchange.

According to the police,
hundreds of young people who
were engaged in share trading
outside the DSE building
started damaging wvehicles in
the area at around noon.

They brought oul proces-
sions protesting the price fall
and damaged a number ol pri-
vate cars and minibuses smash-
ing.

‘Meanwhile, the DSE All
Share Price Index recorded a
massive 114.47 point (all at the
end of yesterday's trading.

The DSE price index de-

See Page 12 Col 7
Warrant for

arrest of
Rakibul Huda

CHITTAGONG, Jan 12: The
CMM Court here today issued a
warrant of arrest against for-
mer Commissioner of Chit
tagong metropolitan Police
Rakibul Huda in connection
with killings at a public meet-
ing in the port city in 1988, re-
ports UNB.

Twenty-four people were
killed and about 100 injured as
police and BDR opened fire to
disperse a meeting ol Awami
League Chief Sheikh Hasina on
January 24. 1988.

The investigation officer ol
the case, which was revived af-
ter assumption of power by the
Awami League government, had
earlier submitted a 30-page re-

ort to the court of Chief
etropolitan Magistrate AKM
Kamaluddin.

Lawyers ol plaintill advo-
cate Shahidul Huda told the
courl that as per the investiga-
tion report., the killings had

See Page 12 Col 3

Jewellery shop

looted 1n Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Jan 12: Ter-
rorists looted 20 tolas of gold
ornaments from a jewellery
shop at Hazari Lane here this
evening, police said.

They exploded cocktails
while fleeing, witnesses said.

According to police, three
armed terrorists broke o the
jewellery shop and looted the
ornaments.

Police later arrested one Sai-
ful Islam in connection with
the and recovered a re-
volver from his possession. A
case was filed with Kotwali

thana.



