Please, Delink Them

The vice-chancellors of nine Bangladesh Uni-
versities met President Shahabuddin Ahmed on
Thursday and requested him to advise the political
parties to delink their student wings from the par-
ties. This is exactly what we had pleaded in these
columns and not long ago. This is a must for more
reasons than one. Not only the President or the
Vice-chancellors, even the man in the street knows
that this is one good enough way to rid the nation
of the butchers that hold the universities and hun-
dreds of colleges hostage, to free the campuses of
the reign of terror they have for more than a decade
been subjected to. Then why haven't the student
parties been delinked from the political ones? The
answer is simple: not everybody is interested in
seeing the students stop carrying the politicians
hatchet. And you can count as many politicians as
you wish among those that want the students to do
their bidding. :

Linking the students to political parties as re-
quired by chief Martial Law Administrator and
President General Zia when issuing licences to po-
litical parties has brought ruin to our students and
campuses. destroyed education and sapped what-
ever power of good was left in the idealism of youth
— giving birth to a greedy and mindlessly cruel
generation of mastans. Politics of Bengal was al-
ways heavily influenced by student involvement as
a supremely sacrificing force — whether this be ot
the Congress or Muslim League kind ol pre-parti-
tion days or the communist and Awami League
kind in the Pakistani times. Students then were
formally unlinked with the parties. The whole so-
ciety then cared for what the students felt and said.
When political parties entered the campuses and
made agents of the student leaders — the tiger had
tasted human flesh and wouldn't any more feed on
their traditional quarry. The society started fear-
ing the students. It resented them, almost hated
them. Students started being looked at as if they
were all guntoting mastans.

The proposed delinking would surely bring the
campuses back to normalcy. More than that it will
help students become students again — a true socio-
political force. We doubt whether the process to
materialise it, as suggested by the VCs to the Presi-
dent, will be able to deliver the goods. Instead let us
dare Awami League, now that they are in power, to
first relinquish their stranglehold on their student
wing and then require, by law, all political parties
to give up their student wings.

DCC on the Move :

According to a Star report, the Dhaka City Cor- .

Ll

poration (DCC) has opted for legal measure to deal
with the unabated and unlicensed arrivals of rick-
shaws on city streets. Already cases have been filed
against two trade unions for violating the law by
issuing illegal nameplates. We suppose it was DCC s
last resort in tackling a situation that has been
showing increasing signs of going out of control.

The soup DCC has found itself now in is largely a
creation of its own. We have always found the ris-
ing number of rickshaws at the core of Dhaka's de-
teriorating traffic problem. In fact, we have liter-
ally grown hoarse from harping on the necessity of
keeping tab on the number of unlicensed rick-
shaws.

What has the DCC been doing all this while as
some trade union organisations indulged in the
corrupt practice of issuing illegal nameplates?

Condemnation of the politics of irresponsibility
and convenience would be of some pertinence in
this connection. If the political parties were scru-
pulous enough in not letting the trade unions
eorrupt a system under their shelter, the problem
would not have snowballed into today's propor-
tion.

Belatedly though, DCC has woken up to the chal-
lenge and we hope, for once, the political parties
will show some responsibility by not doing some-
thing that may encourage their affiliated trade
unions to put spanner in the works of the DCC. To
forestall any such obstacles that may crop up in
the run of such corrective measures, the DCC would
do well to involve the political parties in this issue,

Jail Reform

The news that hogged the headlines from the
middle of last December to almost the turn of the
new year has apparently died. Jail revolt, the tale
of a spree of mutiny by the prisoners across the
country which culminated in the bloody suppres-
sion of it at the Jessore Jail does not worry us as a
problem on hand. But the message it left is as fresh
and relevant as it was at the peak of the crisis.

And the weekly magazine of the Daily Star has
done a commendable job to keep us focused on the
issue with a fairly in-depth story on some of the
reasons that led to the rebellion among the men
behind the bars. In a country known for the noto-
rious culture of forgetting a crisis at its passage ,
the story is expected to prepare the ground for a
healthy and maieutic debate on jail reform all over
the country.

But the initiative for some real work has to be
taken by the government. As the cover story of the
weekend Star magazine has revealed recommenda-
tions for jail reform were placed before the then
government as early as in the beginning of the
eightles. They were done by knowledgeable people
who studied jail situation abroad and based their
recommendations on comparative analysis re-
search. For some reason or the other, the recom-
mendations were not implemented and the conse-
quences for that failure have been quite disturbing.
We do not want to dig into the past but eagerly ex-

pect the present government to blaze the trail in
jail reform.

Limited but Essential Role of Gove

HE role of government,
I especially in the realm
of agricultural develop-
ment and rural uplift continues
to be 'bone ol contention’, There
was a time when pervasive
presence of government
interventions was the obvious
prescription despite the fact
that they have distortionary

impacts. through dis-
criminatory treatments to fac- .
tors of production and other as-

sociated problems.
Revolutionary changes, how-
ever, have recently occurred or
are in the offing to take place to
mark a departure from the con-
ventional wisdom ol a huge role
of the government

Governmental interventions
have been heavily axed in
China, and also in Bangladesh
we wiltnessed a major wane in
the role ol government in agri-
cultural development. The pro-
cess of change also dramatli-
cally knocked central and east-
ern European countries al-
though the changes are, al-
legedly. much more amorphous
and confusing. By and large. the
historical huge role of the gov-
ernmerit seems to have been re-
duced to positive and essential
roles,

There are a volley ol factors
that contributed to the slim-
ming of government role but
two ol them need special men-
tlon. First. a realisation among

"It is an argument for finding those activities for government that markets cannot adequately perform and

where, if government adopts appropriate polices, the welfare of rural people will be enhanced."

the policy-makers that price
support and subsidy polices are
too costly to live with espe-
cially, for the tax payers.
Second, while the developed
countries vied for liberalised
markets outside, they had to
swallow the prescription of lib-
eralising their own markets
m‘;h urd ous dents to thu-:t;*1 sub-
sidy and price support policies.
About 50 years back, D Gale
Johnson, an ace international
agricultural economist, wrote a
Eap:r titled : "Contributions of
rice Policy to the Income and
Resource Problems in
Agriculture” where he foreefull
argued that "price policy coul
be used to Improve the effi-
ciency with which agricultural
resources were used | ﬂﬂtf pol-
icy served to improve the accu-
racy ol price expectations and
was not used to raise the aver-
age level of farm prices ..... The
reduction of price uncertainty
would be beneficial. as well.
through reducinﬁ capital ra-
tioning in agriculture.” A sec-
ond major point that the cele-
brated economist drove us to
was that "price policy, at best,
could make only a very minor
contribution to modifying the
distribution of income within

agriculture within a socially
acceptable direction in reducing
inequility .... Increasing farm
prices above market equilib-
rium levels would increase in-
come inequality within cul-
ture while doing little or noth-
ing towards reducing the differ-
ential between the returns to
farm and non-farm labour.”

Unfortunately, over the last
five decades or so, as Johnson
argues, agricultural price po-
lices as adopted by various gov-
ernment could do little in
augmenting human or physical
investment in agriculture.

The above contention about
the role of government in agri-
culture should not be construed

(Gale Johnson pointed out
that there were at least three
sources of low incomes and low

returns to labour in culture.
These were, for example, (a) ex-
cess labour resources in agricul-
ture to depress the marginal
product of labour; (b) low level
ol investment in the human
agent (eg nutrition, health and
education) in rural areas; and
(¢} rigidity in facts and product
markets with adverse impact
on the mobility of the factors.

as an argument for laissez faire.
‘It is an argument for finding
those activities for government
that markets cannot adequately
perform and where, if
government adopts appropriate
polices, the welfare of rural
people will be enhanced.”
Leaving everything to the mar-
ket and ignoring the role of the
government is another folly
that we need to reckon with.
What then are the limited but
essential roles of the govern-

ment? Gale Johnson. in one of
his memorial lectures in 1995
presented the following:

(1) A government should pro-
vide a better law and order con-
dition, protect civil rights, na-
tional defence, public parks,
agricultural research and en-
sure better communication;

(if) A government should en-
sure free primary and sec-
on education, make provi-
sion for universal access to
health care. There is now
growing stray evidence that in-
vestment in human capital
through access to primary and
secondary education con-
tributes to economic growth,

(itf) Rural infrastructure re-
ceived very little attention over
the years. Urban-bias policies
of the governments led to care
only for urban infrastructure.
The government should pay
immediate and worthy atten-
tion to the develo t and
maintenance of rural infras-
tructure building.

(iv] Government should con-
tinue to support agricultural re-
search and extension.
Unfortunately, over the years
that allocations to research
and extension works have been
lowered with their adverse im-

rnment

pacts on agricultural and rural
development.

vl Market information is
essential for smooth function-
itrl],g lgl miu'kr:t?. Government
should arrange for aﬁmpnal:
technologies gam:l institutions
so Lhat rural people could be
regularly fed with latest devel-

. It ap-
pears that in the past, the g?;r-
ernments on many occasions

neglected the most productive
activities and investments. In
developed countries, ture
has been highly protected while
in developing countries, it was
highly neglected. As a result,
the world was of an op-
timal allocation of world re-
sources. In future, ments
should only poke their nose
where private initiatives barely
dare to do so. Limited roles of

ﬁovcmrm-nl might result in un-
mited benefits.

LL days are equal in the
ceaselessly  inexorable

march of time. Some ol
them are however found to
assume greater importance and
marked with prominent colour
in the calendar because of the
events that take place on them.
Such a day was the 5th ol
January 1997. On this day came
off the convocation ceremony
of the Jahangirnagar Univer-
sity. the first one that took
place in the long history of its
nearly three decades ol exis-
tence, though it should have
been an annual event — an
event of paramount importance
signifying many things i{n the
life of a University, nay, in the
lives of its graduates, who are
invested with charge and in-
stilled with courage and deter-
mination to reap the vast pos-
sibilities that life will unfold
before them instead of its being
relegated to futility — to 'a tale
told by an idiot .

The Convocation ceremony's
order and discipline, majesty
and grandeur, solemnity and
symmelry, addresses and
speeches delivered by intellec-
tuals of exceptional stature can
set many things right. viewed in
national context. Pl%”.iﬂﬂ-aﬂ
in the back-drop of the' prevall-
ing unteward conditions in our
universities. The
Jahangirnagar Universilty au-
thorities are, therefore, held in
high esteem as they managed to
hold this occasion to be fol-
lowed suit, hopefully. by other
defaulting sister institutions
with a view to bolstering the na-
tional morale.

While addressing the convo-
cation. the President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed, in his
characteristic ever unrelented
concern for the well-being of

To Act up to Pop

ular II}terest

Terrorism free orderly life and proper education are the universal demand of the people all
over the country. The party or parties that contribute to meeting the demand are sure to be
rewarded 1n proportion to their contribution, writes M Arshad Ali.

the nation, called upon

(warned’, to speak constitu-
tionally) "all not to spoil the
students by tutoring them in vi-
olence, terrorism and extor-
tionism to gain petty, mean and
selfish party or group inter-
ests.” The President gave vent Lo
the nation’s grievance that "the
students are deprived of proper
education as they are being at-
tracted to lethal weapons rather
than to books to serve the inter-
est of politicai parties” — a
course they are pushed into by

rodding and provocating.

gretfull cnﬂugﬁ. a process
has long been in operation to
equip the students with
weapons of destruction instead
of letting them being armed
with knowledge for creation.
Fully conscious of the bleak
gloom that hovers over the na-
tional horizon consequential of
this operation. the President
warned, "Our existence as a
civilised nation will be jeopar-
dised if the students are not

(2Fought up as cgpscientious
titizens of the cnuq% ol
The day 'held' two other

events both addressed by the
Prime Minister, the one being
the reunion of the BCL, the stu-
dent wing of the ruling Awami
League. and the other, the con-
gregation of the senior police
officers. Addressing the re-

union in observance of the 49th
founding anniversary of the
Chhatra League the Prime

Minister said, "We cannot give

arms to the students and we do
not believe that students using
arms will help us in any way. At

any cost law and order will be
restored in the campuses." This
bold assertion of the Prime
Minister, her shoving off the
misconception that belligerent
guupa may be a prc&p to power
sed on the wrong dictum that
power emanates from barrel, in
addition to her reiteration to
round up arms holders, terror-
ists and extortionists irrespec-
tive of Ecartg' affiliation, may be
said to be the pronouncement of
the same thought as prompted
the President to make public
the diagnosis of the diseases
corroding our education sectors
and for that matter all the
spheres of national life.

These are the manifesta-
tions of the selfsame desire for
ens a congenial environ-
ment for the budding genius of
our upcoming generation in or-
der to make them fit for respon-
sibilities that will devolve on
them to lead the country in the
21st century — a century wh.en
the world, believably, will be
n}ﬂm competitive,  Morg. com-

ex and more demanding with
remendoris iéap made { rd|
by the application of newer in-
ventions and discoveries.

If educational institutions
are not free from all forms of
terrorism to allow the students

ursue academic activities un-

indered and untrammeled, the
inevitable disaster that befalls
the nation is fraught with
boundless consequences. The
existence of the nation will be
at stake. let alone its vying with
others in iaining respectful po-
sition in the comity of nations.

The fearful spectre looming
large in the horizon has been
well delineated by the
President. No exaggeration o
say, education alone may be
taken to be the sole indicator of
the classification of a country
within any of the economic
brackets of development, un-
der-development and least de-
velopment in that the developed
countries of the world have the
highest rate of literacy and the
reatest advancement in the
ield of education and vice
Versa.

It seems the head of the state
and the head of the government
are propelled by the same pro-
found sense of patriotism that
impelled them to call a spade a
spade, even though that dis-
gruntles some self-interested
insiders in the case of the latter,
let alone the outsiders. While
making those pronouncements
they were doubtless giving vent
to the feeling of the mute mil-
lions (we would do well tg anin
always that they are not plway
80’ they have proved themselve

‘adequately vocal and unfail-

ingly active rightly time and
again when time demanded).

e unity of the thought of the
two is an impetus to the nation
that emerges more powerful
with the stre of their unity.
"If music be the food of love,"
the love of the people for the
country well-ﬁ:g is deepened
and strengthened as the two top
figures ol the nation sing in
unison though from two differ-
ent venues but situated in al-

most the same setting of nature
which may have lend unity in
diversity as it has been doing
down the ages in this part of the
globe,

In the meeting of the police
officials at ICC the Prime
Minister reaffirmed her earlier
stand that police would not be
used to serve party or personal
interest and directed them to
enforce law to ensure an orderly
social life. The Prime Minister
has, therefore, geared up the
machinery to root out terror-
ism from the society and the
people are eagerly waiting for
the machinery to act up to the
bidding. Through the three ?
arale congregations runs the
same thread which makes them
a complete whole — establish-
ment of law and order in the
academic arena in particular
and in the society in general.
Since the President and the
leader of the Parliament have
declared it, one has reason to be
uFtlmistic to the future course
ol event. In the meantime, same

sporadic attempts have been

made but nothing short of an

all-out onslaught is an adequate
rReasure.

In both her addresses. the
Prime Minister underscored the
source of the stren of her
party as being ‘'mass- . big
and popular’ one requiring no
police or administrative .
chinery to it up. This is o
realisation that should dawn
on everybody whoever 1akes
upon himself or hersell to i
ther the cause of the sociciy
whether in the name of a pariy
or an organisation or evern i
personal capacity. In the uln
mate analysis popularity is i
store for those who administer
to people's demands. Terrorisni
free orderly life and proper edu-
cation are the universal de-
mand of the people all over the
country. The party or parties
that contribute to meeting the
demand are sure to be rewarded
in prgg::rtjnn to their contribu-
tion. The ultimate sovereign (to
think mundanely) — the people
— will pay back in the coin of
the party itself which rides
roughshod over public opinion
and fail to act up to popular in-
terest. Every one should re-
member that tomorrow will be
the election.

The wwriter is Inspector bf
Colleges (Offg). Dhaka Univer-
]
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| Livingstone the 'Liberator
Falls from Favour

A statue of British explorer David Livingstone

sihy. _
4\

has stood on the Zimbabwean side of the Vic-
toria Falls for more than 60 years. Now there 1s
pressure to amend the plaque describing him as
a "liberator", and to bring back the African
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Letters for publication in ' these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all .communica-
tions must bear the writer’'s real name, signature and

address.
The lonely

Sir. It is noticed that the
middle-class Bec}ple. who have
no home or abode of their own
to live in Dhaka, have been
staying in rented apartments or
flats after retirement with a
load of moral responsibility to
their off-spring. By an unoffi-
cial survey and examination we
have discovered that most of
the retired people at Uttara are
unhappy because of the size of
their families is making the old
people lonely,

The retired life is, in fact, a
lile of agonies, sorrow and lone-
liness. Those who are well-off
go to clubs in the evening and
their life-style is totally differ-
ent from that of the middle-
class retired people.

The other day. 1 met some
people who were keen to start
an 'old ﬂeuple's home" for the
good of the society in the face of
corruption, dishonesty and de-
ception. But they cannot take
an initiative for such a noble
venture because lack of social
enthusiasm. If they are genuine
in thoughts and actions, the
country made rapid progress in
all aspects of national life.

Many have means 1o do
many good jobs, but they are to-
tally self-centred and oppor-
tunists to exploit other's merit
who are talented men and
women and happen to be poor
and powerless in society.

Let us make an effort for
utilising these people through
some genuine non-profit-mak-
ing organisation in
Bangladesh.

A Clitizen
Ameer Complex
Uttara. Dhaka

What a "Dhaka™

Sir, Undoubtedly, we are one
of the poorest countries and our

r capita income is one of the
owest in the world. Many of us
have went to seen the capital
cities of different countries in
Asia, Europe, America and
Africa. And in my opinion, our

Trucks drive d

Dhaka is the dirtiest, most
mismanaged and polluted in
the world.

Everyday and every hour the
population of Dhaka is increas-
ing. More and more people are
pouring into Dhaka everyday.
Our public thoroughfares are
overcrowded and jam-packed.

Footpaths, streets and roads
are occupied by hundreds of
hawkers and wvendors. The
shopkeepers encroach public
roads more than double the size
of their shops and stores, and
display their merchandise.
angerously on
the roads but buses move at
their slowest speed and they
also make sudden U-turns.

Public leaders regularly
hold public meetings.
Demonstrations and rallies on

ublic roads cause untold suf-
erings to the people and bring
the entire traffic system of the
city into a complete chaos.
There is no law and order on the
roads. The roads and footpaths
at various crowded and busy
places are being used as toilets.
Many yellow coloured munici-
pal dustbins are kept haphaz-
ardly on the roads, blocking the
tratlic. Piles of garbage are left
uncleaned for days together.

Many people ask "Whither
Dhaka"? All a critic can say is
that Dhaka is going on the vay
to perdition.

It appears there is no author-

« ity which really cares to solve

the ever-s?awnmg sufferings
and woes of Dhaka-dwellers.

A foreigner may have a
sound sleep in the air-condi-
tioned room of five-star hotels,
but when he or she visits the
Lalbagh Fort or Sadarghat and
sees thousands of beggars at
Baitul Mukarram or Azimpur
graveyard road, he or she sim-
ply believes that all that glitters
is not gold.

We are always anxiously
waiting and looking forward to
a better tomorrow for a neat,
clean and disciplined Dhaka.
But it seems we are hoping
against hope and getting noth-
ing except setbacks. If we fail to ,

solve our civic problems within
this century. we may have to
undergo more serious, acute and
catastrophic problems in the
next century.

Would the Dhaka City
Corporation and Metropolitan
Police kindly wake up and save
Dhaka from disorder and mis-
management?

O H Kabir
6, Hare Street,
Wari, Dhaka-1203

"About BCS
Examination"

Sir, Thanks to Mr Md Ma-
sum Billah for his opinion on
BCS examination in The Daily
Star on 24th December, 1996.

[ would like to add 'my’ re-
quest to the BPSC in this re-

d. | am a candidate in the

7th BCS examination. I would
like to request authority to em-

hasise on the marks obtained
n the compulsory subjects in-
stead of all the subjects includ-
ing optional ones while consid-
ering the ‘general cadre’ posts.

Further, | request to the au-
thority to fix 50 (fifty) marks
instead of 200 for viva-voce ex-
amination fronr this very 17th
BCS examination to ensure
better assessment. | am more
than sure that it will be wel-
comed by the people and earn
fame for the government.

Sharif Ruhul Ameen
Dhaka.

Myth of glmlity
service

Sir, We have witnessed an
interesting brawl between KLM
and Bangladesh Biman few
days back. An expatriate also
took pain to write in The Dail
Star to exonerate KLM an
blame Biman squarely. 1 am
narrating my experience about
KLM below to prove once again
that "all that glitters Is not
gold."

It was 13 November 1994, |
went to Amsterdam from
Dhaka via London. On my ar-
rival, | found the handle of my
Samsonite suitcase was broken
into two pieces. | lodged a com-

laint with the airport office of
LM. I was nﬂerﬁﬂ guilders
instantly which | refused be-
cause | was not sure of the cost

of repair. | was asked to report
to the city office of KLM, which |
did over telephone.

Somebody from the KLM of-
fice picked up the phone and
advised me to take the suitcase
to their office. 1 wanted to know
the location of the office and
how to reach there, and also
wanted to know if there was any
other alternative to taking the
suitcase to their office. The an-
swer was rude and abrupt, "Look
you, we cannot repair the suit-
case over telephone’. I said, "Do
you think [ am such a stupid
that I did not know it?" I then
hung up. After that I did not try
it in Amsterdam any more.

Returning to Dhaka, 1 went

to the airport office of KLM four
times. Twice it was found to be
closed. Once | was told that 1|
have to come again. When this
same request was made again, |
stopped going there. There
ended the saga of my broken
suitcase.
. This is the myth of the qual-
ity service. When my national
flag carrier is blamed by an air-
line that should be apologising
to me. Well, there's dirt under
the rug.

Dr AM Zakir Hussain

Director

Primary Health Care & Disease
Control

DGHS, Mohakhalli,
1212

Dhaka-

Tell me, who?

Sir, M auntr has selected
two guys lor her lucky daughter.
One person is lrom an elite fam-
ily. His parents are already
(well) settled in America and he
is also born and brought up in
that country. He is doing busi-
ness over there without having
any recognised degree.

On the otherhand, the other
erson has done his master's
rom Dhaka University with a
good result. His parents are also
educated. He is working with a
multinational company.

Dear readers. can you give
ﬁﬂur opinions on who is the
=st between these two persons?

Curious
Dhaka

—
=

name for the spectacular waterfall, writes
Tendai Madinah from Harare

AVID Livingstone's sta-
nding in  Zimbabwe
looks set to diminish. On

that — if on virtually nothing
else — the Zimbabwean Govern-
ment and Opposition agree,

A bronze statue erected at
Victoria Falls in 1934 describes
the 19th century Scottish mis-
sionary and explorer as a "lib-
erator’.

But critics now appear to be
winning a battle to remove the
word [rom the inscription, and
are also pressing for the Falls to
be given baek their original
African name.

Historian and MP Aneas
Chigwedere told parliament in
Harare that the liberation of
the black population was the
last thing that had been on
Livingstone's mind, and that he
had been an imperialist bent on
claiming territory for Queen
Victoria.

Chigwedere asked Home Af-
fairs Minister Dumiso
Dabengwa whether he knew of
any Zimbabweans who had
been liberated by the mission-
ary.

Dabengwa replied: "l agree
with the MP that David Living-
stone should not be considered
a liberator.” The Minister said
he had instructed the Depart-
ment of National Museums and
Monuments to remove the word
“liberator" from the statue.

Alois Masepe, secretary-gen-
eral of the Popular Front for
Democracy, was blunter: "Liv-
ingstone's statue belongs to the
archives for historical reasons.
That it is still at victoria Falls
16 years alter independence
shows that we are not patriotic
to Africa and its resources.

"Livingstone was a mission-
ary and explorer and not a lib-
erator. The Falls are out
Alrican heritage. They are
known as Mosiya Tunya [the
Smoke that Thunders). not
Victoria Falls. There is nothing
Victorian about them. Living
stone was just over-zealous to
please his master — the Queen
and we are no perpetuating his
colonial zeal.”

Masepe said that as a Chris-
tian. Livingstone spoke out
against the slave trade. but was
not in the foretront of the battle
against it: It was Willlam
Wilbertorce who led the cam
paign that led to the abolition
of the slave trade

Livingstone was the first Eu
ropean to see the mighty Falls
in 1955 and the siting of his
statue there commemorated

Lth-!i fact. yet he was led to the

spot by local le.

Pq'ﬂtgt Mﬂtﬁhat belongs to
Alrica.” said Masepe. who urged
the opening ol negotiations
with neighbouring Zambia with
the aim of restoring the original
name of the Falls, which
straddle the border. The Zam-
bians had already named a ho-
tel Mosiya Tunya in the town of
Livingstone.

Professor Tafataona Ma-
hoso, a prominent Zimbabwean
social scientist, said some
Western journalists had por-
trayed Li tone as a hero for
Africa, but the opposite was
true. Livingstone's statue and
the name Victoria Falls should
have disaneared long ago.

One of the missionary's de-
scendants, currently living in
Livingstone's native Scotland,
was quoted as expressing regret
about the proposed change :
‘The liberation Livingstone was
involved in was not in the Zim-
babwe area. but he was nol an
imperialist, They are looking at
the past in a different light
from what actually happened.”

The statue inscription refers
to the thousands of captives
whom Livingstone worked to
free from slave traders north of
the Zambezi river in the years
before his death in Zambia in
1873. He confronted armed
slavers in their bush camps and
campaigned in the corridors of
power in Europe to act against
the trade,

This is not the first time his
reputation has been argued
over. After Zambian indepen-
dence in 1964, militants from
the then ruling United National
Independence Party pressed for
the removal of the liberation
epithet.

Tinaye Chigudu, permanent,
secretary in Zimbabwe's Home
Affairs Ministry, said no order
had been given for the removal
of the statue. Instead. he said,
the Ministry was considering
ways of changing the inscrip-
tion. because “liberation” was
generally taken to mean the
war ol liberation against white
minority rule. which was not

the meaning in Livingstone s
case

Godirey Mahachi. deputy di-
rector ol National Museums

and Monuments, said no direct
order to remove the world had
been received. but his depart
ment was re-examining the in
scription and considering what
action to take

— GGEMINI NEWS

The woriter s a Zimbabwean

pounalist based in Harare _‘/J

e




