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Madan keeps
faith with the
same squad

KIMBERLEY. South Alrica.
Jan 9 India will stick with
their current squad flor the
third Test against South Alrica
in Johannesburg next week and
not call in replacements for

their two {ll trontline bowlers
reports AFP
Coach Madan Lal said here

Wednesday: Any move in that
direction would have 1o come
from the selectors and I don't
see it happening.”

Lal said he hoped pace
bowlers Javagal Srinath, suf-
fering from a hairline fracture
to the left middle finger. and
Venkatesh Prasad. ill with a
stomach ailment, would be fit
for the January 16-20 Test at
Wanderers.

India have already lost the
series, trailing 2-0 after Tests at
Durban and Cape Towr.

Both bowlers will be absent
from India's next two games, a
day-night here today against
Griqualand West and a three-
day fixture against Free State in
Bloemfontein starting Tuesday.

Wicketkeeper Nayan Mongia
and leg-spinner Anil Kumble
will also be on the bench for the
match against Griquas.

Team manager Sunil Dev
said, however, that paceman
Salil Ankola could be called in
when the squad for a triangular
one-day series between India,
Zimbabwe and South Africa is
announced on January 14.

The series kicks off January
25 at Bloemfontein and is
scheduled to end February 12 in
Durban.

Rene on road
to return

BOGOTA. Jan 9: Eccentric
Colombian goalkeeper Rene Hi-
guita took part in a training
session on Wednesday with his
former club Atletico Nacional.
but it was not clear whether he
would resume his career, re-
ports Reuter.

Higuita, 30, turned up at the
club in Medellin, Colombia’'s
second city, just over two weeks
after his home in a northwest-
ern suburb of the city was
bombed by unidentified attack-
ers.

Police said the intruders
forced their way past a maid
and detonated dynamite, which
damaged windows, doors and
furniture but caused no injuries.

Coach Juan Jose Pelez re-
fused to confirm that Higuita,
who quit in November for "per-
sonal reasons.” was making a
comeback. "He wants to return
but he has his own struggle.”
said Pelez without elaborating.

"Rene's arrival always gen-
erates happiness. The players
and the coaching! staff wel-
nnnﬁihlm withiopert-arms.”
coattl'said if Higiita was think-
ing of returning, it would be
several weeks before he could

aying. "He's overweight.
Il?ligll:]aapltn get in shape and it will
be a question of weeks," said
Pedro Antonio Zape.

ita is best known for his
un odox approach to the art
of goalkeeping, symbolized by
the remarkable "scorpion” save
he made for Colombia in a
friendly against England at
Wembley.

Instead of simply catchin
the ball, Higuita threw himse
forward and kicked it away
with his heels.

China ruling
the pool

BEIJING, Jan 9: China's
women swimmers continued to
dominate the World Cup
shortcourse series by capturin
five gold medals in the secon
leg in Beijing on Wednesday,
reports Reuter.

The Chinese squad was led
by 17-year-old Chen Yan, who
powered her way to gold in the
200 metres individual medley
and the 200 metres backstroke.

Teammate Shan Ying took
the title in the 50 metre
freestyle, Han Xie won the 100
metres breaststroke and Liu
Limian triumphed with a time
of 59.07 seconds in the 100 me-
tres butterfly, still shy of her
world record 58.68,

The Chinese assault was
party countered by Olympic

old medalist Claudia Poll of
osta Rica, who won the 200
metres freestyle, and by Russia's
Nina Zhyvanevskaya, who
clinched a narrow .04 second
win in the 50 metres back-
stroke.

Poll's one minute 57.02 sec-
onds timing was well short of
her world record 1:55.42.

Taiwan's Lin Chi-Chan kept
Poll from repeating her twin

old feat from the World Cup's
rst leg in Hong Kong by edging
the Costa Rican in the B0O0O me-
tres freestyle.

China’'s gold medalist at the
Atlanta Olympics and world
record-holder Le Jingyi did not
appear in Wednesday's event.

The Chinese squad is seek-
ing to re-establish its world
dominance after seven swim
mers were banned in an embar-
rassing doping scandal after the
1994 Asian Games.

China's Lu Bin, swimming in
her first international event
since she was suspended in the
Asian Games scandal. put in a
disappointing performance

i to make the top three in
both 50 metres and 200 me-
tres backstroke.

The Chinese men's team also

put in a strong showing with
three golds while the -
lands’ one-man squad repre-

sented by Marcel Wouda landed
two Litles

Zeng Qiliang came out on top
in the 50 metres breaststroke,
Xiong Guoming came from be-
hind to touch first in the 400
metres freestyle. and Zhang
Riana won the 50 metres butter-
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Brothers, Wart win

Day belongs to batsmen

BRIEF SCORES

BROTHERS UNION 261 lor
two in 50 overs [ Jahangir
Alam 112 n o, Aamir Hanif
100 n o. Bidvut 21)

LALMATIA CLUB: 249 lor
five in 50 overs | Nurul Abedin
Nobel 109, Nomanullah 63:
Enamul Haq Moni 2/51)

WARI CLUB: 249 for seven
in 50 overs | Tariq Mehboob
67. Mehrab Hossain Opi 50,
Tuhin 33 Mona 32
Khairuzzaman Babu 2/27,
Nafiz Newaz 2/43)

VICTORIA SC: 217 for eight
in 50 overs | Salud Hassan 39,
Sumit 35, Rahul 35. Aslam 30;
Saifuddin Babu 2/38. Amir

| Wasim 2/49)

| Willow ruled over
cherry in both the
Premier cricket
league matches as
litle-aspirants
B | Brothers Union
and pgiants-slayers Wari Club
woil Lheir respective matches at

| different city venues yesterday .

At the BKSP ground in Savar
, three centuries were scored in
100 overs where Brothers
Union prevailed over an spir-
ited Lalmatia by 12-runs.

In a high-scoring affair,
former Pakistani international
Aamir Hanif celebrated his
first appearance of this yearis
domestic season with a scintil-
lating unbeaten 100 while
opener Jahangir Alam kept up
his recently found touch of flare
with a swashbuckling 112 no as
Brothers Union, sent inte bat
by the Lalmatia skipper
Ziauddin Shovon, raced on to
amass a mammoth total of 261
for two in the stipulated 50

Sports Reporter

OvVEeEIrs.

On the other hand , Lalmatia
opener Nurul Abedin Nobel re-
sponded fittingly with a daz-
zling 109 followed by an enter-
prising 63 I[rom Pakistani
middle-order bat Nomanullah.
But that was not enough for the
lowly-rated new-town outfit to
pull off an intriguing finish as
they ended up 13 runs short of
the awe-inspiring opponent to-
tal,

It was Brotheris sixth win
from seven first phase engage-
ments of the [2-team elite
group. Besides, the hard-fought
win had also ensured the run-
ners-up a passage in the six-
teamn super league.

However, in the dayis match
Brothersi skipper Faruque
Ahmed, after calling the coin
wrong, did not expect for some-
thing better from Jahangir and
Aamir Hanif , who after a
jumpy start propelled their side
to a huge total put on 206
runs for the undefeated third
wicket.

Jahangir, who after a disap-
pointing last season joined
Brothers this year, hammered
eight fours in his authoritative
161-ball undefeated knock .
While Aamir Hanif, the more
aggressive campaigner of the
two, raced to the magical three
figure mark playing only 90
balls.

[t was certainly a dream
start for the Pakistani right-
hander , who arrived in the
capital few days back .

Aamir Hanif, who had ear-
lier inspired Brothers Union to

finish behind champions
Mohammedan ;Sjmrting Club
last year, clout nine firmly

hits across the rope and a quar- *
let of overboundaries in his
raptd-fire knock.

Naltional opener Shahriar
Hossain Bidyut , who is going
through a lean patch, with a pa-
tient 21 was the other notable
scorer for the winners,

In reply , Lalmatia, for
whom 1t was their {ifth defeat
from nine outings. were off to a
flying start with opener Nobel
hammering a blazing 109 . The
balding former national opener
in his 141-ball stay at the
crease smote ten fours and a
massive sixer before being dis-
missed by national left-arm
spinner Enamul Haq Moni ,
who with two for 51 returned

most successful among the
Brothers bowlers.
While Nomanullah who

shared 148 runs for the third
wicket with Nobel , scored 63.

Meanwhile, in the other
match of the day at the
Dhanmondi Cricket Stadium,
Wari Club recorded an impres-
sive 32-run win over Victoria
SC.

Batting first, Wari rattled up
a fairly safe total of 249 for
seven in their share of 50 overs
with Pakistani Tariq Mehboob
and Mehrab Hossain Opi con-
tributing half-centuries.

Tariq scored a

ished 67 while Opi chip
with 50 off only 54 balls.

On the other hand, Victoria,
in their chase of an uphill task
of scoring five runs fper over,
could muster 217 before being
exhausted their quota of 50
overs. Skipper Sajid Hassan
top-scored with a gritty 39
while Sumit and Rahul con-
tributed 35 runs apiece.

pol-
ped in

HOBART. Austr-
alia. Jan 9: Austr-
alian stalwarts
lan Healy and
Steve Wau on
—— | Wednesday en-
ded embattled skipper Mark
Taylor as pressure builds over a
run of low scores, reports AFP.

Taylor has made 117 runs at
19.50 in six one-day interna-
tionals this season, 139 at 23.17
in three Tests and has one half-
century in his past 22 first-
class innings.

He admitted after Tuesday's
20-run loss to Pakistan here
that he considered avoiding the
rest of the World Series tour-
nament to play a Sheffield
Shield game in a bid to re-dis-
cover his form before the fourth
Test against West Indies starts
in Adelaide on January 25.

A draw in Adelaide or &a,.
Perih the following week wou
be epough to retain the Frank
Worrell Trophy won under
Taylor In the Caribbean in

1995.

Coinciding with Taylor's run
drolight, Australia have lost
their past four one-day inter-
nationals and won just two of
the last 12.

Vice-captain Healy and
Taylor's New South Wales
teammate Waugh are two of
cricket's most resilient players
and with Taylor form the
Australian team's on-field ex-
ecutive.

If Taylor is sacked or stood
down, either could become Test
captain.

"I'm pretty sure he has done
the right thing. It's not up to
him to do that (drop himself). I
wouldn't recommend anyone do
that," said Healy, who led
Australia during a one-day
tournament in Sri Lanka last
August, W
ering from back surgery.

"Eveéryoneé's very conscious,
of it and you do as much as you
can for that person. but ulti-

¢ Taylor was retoy-...

Taylor dates with destiny

mately it's an individual game.
“No matter how nice. helplul
and itive others are around
you, you've got to go and do it.
"That is the loneliness of a
form slump in a cricket team.”

Waugh said : "Obviously you
don't want to see one of your
mates be the recipient of a lot of

ress that says he might be on
Fu:s way out.

"He's not playing well but ev-
erybody goes through that. He
has played at this level for 10
years so he knows what it's all
about and he'll do everything in
his power to get back.

"You're not guaranteed any-
thing at this level but knowing
his willpower and his determi-
nation I'm sure if there's one
player who's going to come back
to form ft's him. =tk

Austradiar must: beat Wesl.

|
1dies in Perth on Sunday, then

guwn Pakistan on January 16 |

to have hopes of making the
best-of-three finals.

Chang in final at Boris' cost
i o

MELBOURNE., Jan
9: Michael Chang
defused the power
ol Boris Becker,
winning a three-
set marathon Th-
ursday that kept
alive his chances of winning
the Colonial Classic exhibition
tennis for the third straight
year, reports AP,

Chang saved three match
goinls on his way to a 2-6. 6-4,

-6 (7-5) semifinal victory at

sun-drenched Kooyong that
took him 2 hours 18 minutes.

Becker served for the match
at 5-4 in the final set but the
tenacious American staved off
the match points, forced a
tiebreaker and then rallied to
win it after trailing 0.4 .

Chang will play the winner

of Friday's second semifinal be-
tween world No. 1 Pete Sampras
and French Open champion
Yevgeny Kafelnikov of Russia
in Saturday's final.

The world No 2 was able to
upset Becker with some deter-
mined running. He often ap-
peared to be out of a point. only
to keep the ball in play and
force an error from the German.

"I'm a competitive person
and it is in my nature to try
hard in every match [, pla?h"
Chang said. € only time I'm
not competitive is when I'm
playing against my mom. Any
competitive player doesn't like
to lose.”

The eight-man Colonial
Classic is the final warm-up
tournament before the Aus-
tralian starts on Monday.

It is played on identical Re-
bound Ace courts to those used
for the opening Grand Slam
tournament of the :

Chang's victory saw him re-
verse a loss to Becker in last
year's Australian Open final. It
was his first win over the Ger-
man for two years.

"Boris was plaly;ﬂng great
tennis at the end of last , 80'
this is a great confidence-
booster for me.” he said.

| worked on im

Chang, almin% to break
through for his first Grand
Slam title since he won the
French Open in 1989, has
proving his power
and timing over the past few
months.

“In the past when guys hit

" TODAY'S MATCHES

Ban
Jubilee of Independence Foot-
ball Tournament:

(Final, Venue: Dhaka Sta-
dium)

PSM tmwmn

Malaysia
Premier Division Cricket

|
ganl Bank SC vs GMCC

[BKSP)
First Division Cricket

lm SC vs Bangladesh Boys
Club (City Club)

the ball very hard I was forced
to laf delensive tennis,"” he
aai(g). "l don't feel that way any
more.

"If Boris and | were to arm
wrestle, he'd win 10 out of 10 but
a lot of the r in a tennis
shot comes from timing."

Becker double-faulted on his
first match point and then sent
forehand drives too long on the
next two. He paid tribute to
Chang's competitiveness.

"It felt like a serious match,"
he said. "He was very serious —
but that's his trademark. That's
the way he plays.”

The German. winner of five
titles last year and 49 overall,
made several inexplicable er-
rors late in the match. missing
a simple smash and a straight-
forward volley during the
tiebreaker.

"For some reason | couldn't
play a decent point (in the
tiebreaker),”" he said. "To lose
after having three match points
— Lhat's as bad as it gets."

But Becker said he was
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Courier 6-4, 6:3.

happy with his preparedness
for the Open.

"I need to improve a few
things, but overall I'm at a stage
where I'm satisfied,” he said.
‘I'm ready for the Open.” .

Thomas Enqgvist of Sweden
pulled out of his consolation
round semifinal against Andrei
Medvedev of Ukraine, citing a
blister on his right hand that
has become infected.

Engvist, who is e ted to
be the No 7 seed for the men's
singles at the first Grand Slam
tournament of the year, said he
had been advised by a doctor
not to play again in the exhibi-
tion.

"It's not too good — and very
sore.” he said of the injury. "I'm
going to rest and hn?cfu] yin a
couple of days it will heal. The
doctor has said |1 should take al
least two days off.”

Michael Stich of Germany
will face Medvedev in the final
of the consolation event alter
breezing by American Jim
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American Mary Joe Fernandez makes a backhund-return

against Iva Majoli of Croatia during a quarterfinal match
of the Sydney International yesterday. Mary Joe won 7-

5, 6-4.

— AFP/UNB photo

| Northern

Pak-Windies
tie today

Sports Reporter

Injury-hit Pakistan take on
West Indies in a three-nation
limited-overs World 5Series
match in Perth today.

Both the sides have collected
six points each from five
matches. The other participant
hosts Ausiralia are on f[our
points playing six matches so

far.
Ajax beat
Uttara Sporting

Sports Reporter

AJAX SC: 171 all out in |
4.5 overs (Bhola 27*, Babu
23, Morshed 22; Masud 2/26,
Pijush 2/32)

UTTARA SC: 135 all out
in 41 overs (Nadim 46, Topu I
19: Ripon 3/17, Bhola 2/10

Result: Ajax SC won by 36
uns.

Ajax Spnrun%t‘.lub deleated
Uttara Sporti lub by 36 runs
in a First Division cricket
league engagement at the City
Club ground yesterday.

Put in to bat, Ajax were all
out for 171 in 44.5 overs with
number ten batsman Bhola
collecting highest 27 not out.
Opener Babu (23) and one-down
Mnrshcq {22) were the other
leading scorers for the Elephant
Road outfit.

In reply, Uttara were bun-
dled out for 135 in 41 overs.
One-down Nadim scored 46
while middle-order Topu added
19 runs to the Uttara account.

Ripon (3/17) and Bhola

(2 /10) were the most successiul

i bowlers for the winners.

The Baily Star 11

ON THE WINNER'S PODIUM: The victorious shuttlers, with their laurels puse for

photographers on completion of the Agrani Bank Bijoy Dibash badminton tournament at
the wooden floor gymnasium yesterday. '

— Star photo

Linu's double delights

Zobera Rahman
Linu with a del-
ightful double
restored
pride

in an
i otherwise disap
inting local campaign in the

flver Jubilee of Independence

| BTC international table tennis

championship which concluded
at the Mirpur Indoor Stadium

ICC team arrives | yesterday.

in the capital
Sports Reporter

MAJTD KHAN

ALI BACHER

Majid Khan of Pakistan, a
member ol the International
Cricket Council Development
Committee. arrived in the capi-
tal yesterday to inspect the ex-
isting cricket infrastructure of
Bangladesh in connection with
its plea for Test and One-Day
status,

The chairman of the com-
miittee. Dr Ali Bacher, is also
expected to arrive this morning
for the same purpose.

During their 4-day stay in
Bangladesh, the ICC officials
will wvisit different cricketing
venues across the country to
apprise the feasibility of award-
ing Bangladesh the right to [:lp_!l:y
Test and One-Day cricket. The
lwn-member inspection team
will submit a report to 1CC with
their recommendations. a mat-
ter which may prove vital in the
London meeting of ICC coming
June.

Vialli's dream
to be over?

ROME., Jan 9: Gianluca
Vialli's hopes of a fairytale re-
lum to the Italian team to [ace
Ireland have been
dashed by new coach Cesare
Maldini, reports AFP.

Italian officials here have
reportedly only sought leave for
two of Chelsea's three Italian
stars — Gilanfranco Zola and
Roberto di Matteo — along with
Middlesbrough's white feather,
Fabrizio Ravanelli.

Vialli, though passed over
for the friendly at Palermo on
January 22, may yet get a call-
up for the crucial World Cup

ualifier with Glenn Hoddle's
ngland at Wembley on Febr-
uwary 12.
he Chelsea and former
Juventus striker has been hop-
ing that the recent ure of
Arrigo Sacchi, who he despised,
and the a intment of Mal-
dini as coach would lead to his
return to the national side.

The ssibility of \flﬂg
la at Wem wWas one
thy:’ll:'%t cummt:t?tu be made
h; italian football federation
chief Luciano Nizzola after his

election last month.

The defending national
champion won the womenis
singles title and then teamed up

)4

with Nasimul Hasan Kochi to
clinch the mixed doubles. The
enviable feat of the ageless per-
former of countryis table ten-
nis circuit . not onlv helped the
hosts avoid the ultimate ig-
nominy . but also ellectively
stymied favourites Nepal from
a clean sweep in the four-nation
invitational tourney.

The strong Nepalese outfit .,
which won two events on the

penultimate day of the four-day

some

Sports Reporter

meet on Wednesday, however,
stamped their supremacy by

winning another three events
yesterday.

Sandip. who led the
Nepalese [rom the front. won
the menis singles title deteat-
ing Kochi, a long-standing na-
tional stalwart, by three sets to
one. The stockilyv-built young-
ster [rom the Himalayan state,
after losing the first game 14-
21. fought back strongly to set-
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tle the i1ssue by winning the next
two 21-12. 21-13 against an

ageing Kochi.

Sandip then ganged up with
Rajender to netch the menis
(joubles title with a 21-14. 21-
15 thrashing on local duo of
Mehbooh and Hemnlet.,

While his compalriots on the
distatl side. Sandhva and  Gitla
claimed the womenis doubles
crown eliminatng the local
pair of Linu and Rinu by 21 16.
22-20,

The successful campaign of
the Nepalese paddlers on the
eventiul last day enabled them
tn run away with five tities out
ol seven evers.

Bangladesh claimed 1the
other two. Thanks to Linu. who
won the womenis singles title
deleating Sandhiya Shakya ol
Nepal 15-21. 2117, 21-14 and
then joined with Kochi to lift
the mixed doubles with a 2 1
win over the Nepalese duo of
Sandhya and Sandip.

On the other hand , Bhutan
and Maldives , the other two na-
tion in the fray. returned empty
handed. Not only that they
even failed to make in the final
in a single event.

LGRD Minister Jillur
Rahman, chief guest on the
concluding day, gave away
prizes among the winners.
Hugh Tweed , the managing di-
rector of the sponsors BTC, also
allended the concluding cere-
mony,
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NEWCASTLE, En-
dland, Jan 9; Kev-
in Keegan will ne-
ver be forgotten at
the club he helped
save from extin-
ction aller sensationally walk-
ing out on Newcastle on Wedn-
esday, assistant manager Terry
McDermott said, reports AFP.

McDermott, who will be tak-
ing over the running of the side
from 45-year-old Keegan until a
new man {s appointed, said: 'l
am absolutely stunned but 1 can
understand his reasons flor
wanting to leave. He will never
be forgotten.

"What Kevin Keegan has
done for this club and the peo-
ple here will never be forgotten
and I would like to put on record
my thanks to him for the last
five years.

"l have known about this
since Monday but [ am still in a
state of shock to be honest.”

Keegan quit as manager of
Newcastle as the pressure of
winning the club's first cham-
pionship title since 1927 finally
took its toll.

He gave no reasons for his
abrupt departure which stunned
the club's huge following of
fans, known as the 'toon army.
who have witnessed a remark-
able renaissance al the club
since the former England cap-
tain took over as manager in
1992,

Former Liverpool and
Blackburn boss Kenny Dalglish
was installed as the clear favo-
urite to take over the Newcastle
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replaced in the Liverpool side of
1977.

Leading bookmakers
William Hill offered odds ol 4-5
on Dalglish returning lo man-
agement with Newcastle while
another former Uve?ou] team-
mate of 45-year-old Keegan,
John Toshack, was second
favourite at 4-1 to take over.

With Newcastle currently ly-
ing fourth in the Premiership
and still in the UEFA Cup and
FA Cup, Keegan's decision came
as a shock to fans who believed
that the club were on course to
end their 22-year trophy
famine.

McDermott. though, said
any silverware won this season
wﬂ:fhe dedicated to Keegan.

"Should we win a trnﬂhy we
will dedicate it to Kevin Keegan
because of the work he has done
in the past five years lor the
club and the town. " said
McDermott.

As news of his resignation
swept through the football mad
city, hundreds of distraught
fans descend on Newcastle's St
James' Park stadium chanting
"Keegan, Keegan.”

And as speculation about his
successor mounted. tributes
poured in from all over the
country for the man credited
with reviving the club on the
verge of extinction before he
took over in 1992.

Victoria Rickaby, one nf
many fans openly weeping out-
side the main entrance (o St
James' Park. said she was
stunned by the news of Keegan's
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with lost hero

'Keegan is God around here
He is the life of Newcastle,
People name (heir children af-
ter him — there are even dogs
named after him.” said the 16-
year-old.

Keegan took over at St
James' Park when Newcastle
were near the bottom of the
then Second Division.

After spending nearly 60
million pounds of chairman
3ir John Hall's money on new
players — including a world
record 15 million on England
striker Alan Shearer — Keegan
took the club almost to the peak
of the Premiership. just losing
out to Manchester United in
last year's championship.

Newcastle director Douglas
Hall, the son of chairman Sir
John, said he was saddened by

Keegan s departure.

"Kevin took over at the helm
ol a club destined for the second
division and scale the heights
of the Premier league with a
style of football never before
seen at St James' Park.” said
Hall.

"Kevin leaves the club in a
far sironger position than when
he arrived and the squad of
players he has built up is one of
the strongest in Europe.”

Former Newcastle player
John Anderson said Keegan was
tired of the criticism he 're-
ceived from the media after
failing to win a trophy at the
club despite bringing in top
players such as Shearer, David
Ginola. Faustino Asprilla and

hotseat from the man he  departure. David Batty.
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