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Violence mars ME

FRIDAY, JANUARY 10, 1997

peace prospects

JERUSALEM. Jan 9 Vio
lence flared once again in the
Middle East and negotiations
[aded as lsraelis and Arabs ac-
cused one another of wrecking
hope for peace. reports Reuter

Israeli warplanes thundered
over Lebanon on Wednesday,
bombing suspected targets of
Hezbollah guerrillas in quick
retaliation for a Katyusha
rocket strike at the Jewish state
and attacks on its soldiers.

A Hezbollah spokesman de-
nied the Islamic militants
fired the Katyusha but the tit-
for-tat war waged between the
Jewish state and the guerillas
continued.

In Jerusalem. a US envo
struggled to salvage an Israel-
PLO deal on the West Bank town
ol Hebron amid Arab calls on
Israel to respect old deadlines.

"There is a constant attempt

the other side to delay im-
plementation of the agreement.,”
said Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu in a
direct reference to his peace

artner. Palestinian President
asser Arafat.

"Apparently there is a deci-
sinnﬁgn the other side not to

BRIEFLY

hospi :
Russian President Boris Yeltsin has been admitted to the

complele the negotiations,” Ne-
tanyahu told reporters.

Jordan's King Hussein, |s-
rael's closes Arab ally. raised
the spectre of war after meeting
Egyptian President Hosni
Mubarak in the southern resort
Ltowm of Aswan.

"We feel extremely concerned
if the situation doesn't evolve
into peace. which is what we
hope for.” King Hussein told a
joint news conference when
asked if the new tensions be-
tween [srael and its Arab
neighbours could lead to warn.

Mubarak said if the Pales-
tinians lost confidence in Is-
raeli promises, it would "mess
things up" and Syria would not
rejoin peace talks with Israel.

PLO officials described the
gaps in talks on a long-elusive
accord that would extend Pales-
tinian rule to most of Hebron as
"very wide" and accused Ne-
tanyahu of trying to renege on
Israeli commitments.

Both sides said the sticking

int had less to do with He-

ron than with three further
transfers of West Bank areas to
Palestinian control.

Central Clinical Hospital after showing signs of pneumonia,

Yeltsin's Press Secretary

Sergei Yastrzhembsky said late

Wednesday on Radio Echo Moscow, AFP reports from Moscow.
Yeltsin's press service said that the president's illness is in

its first stages and that he is likely to remain in the hospital for

a few days. The announcement, which cited "first elements of

tests by

doctors.” came after a Kremlin spokesman told AFP

that Yeltsin was shaking off a heavy cold at his suburban

Moscow home.
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Fahd telephones Assad: xi
Saudi Arabia spoke over the tel
President Hafez al-Assad on Wednesday to ask about his health

after undergoing successful prostate surgery, AFP reports from

ephone with Syrian

The Saudi monarch, himself hﬂﬂpitaliﬂed in December 1995

after a stroke, hailed the "surgery
Syrian head of state a quick recovery
agenﬁy said. In Damascus, the official Syrian news agency said
Assa of bed rest but gave no further
details of the operation which was announced on Tuesday.

Car bomb scare in
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Mobutu in France for treatment:

Zaire's President Mobutu Sese Seko flies to France yesterday to
consult doctors about his health amid the growing
Central African nation where rebels control a strip of territory
in the east, Reuter reports from Kinshasa.

Mobutu will return to his villa in the south of France for
consultations with doctors, his spokesman told Reuters. Since
home three weeks ago, Mobutu effected a major
reshuflle in the government and the army high command in
E;ﬂparatjun for an intended counter-attack on positions held

rebels who have seized a large tract of eastern Zaire.

Gunmen kill 3 in S Africa: A ieast three

people were shot dead and 15 wounded when the two minibuses
in were ambushed by
a's remote Tugela Valley area, police sai
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Fujimori unlikely to give
in to rebels' demands

CHACLACAYO, Peru, Jan 9:
In a whirlwind tour of dusty
shantytowns that resembled an
election cam . Peru’'s pres-
ident told hundreds of residents
that he can do what leftist
rebels holding 74 hostages can
not — give them a better future,

reports AP.

Shaking hands with well-
wishers as he made the rounds
in his four-wheel-drive vehicle,
Alberto Fujimori told Peru-
vians — and dozens of r ers
in tow — that his government is
helping its citizens escape

verty.
i Ami'h: had something to say
Wednesday to the Tupac Amaru
Eut.rillas who have occupied the
ome of Japan's ambassador
since Dec. 27: No negotiations.

"Negotiation means ex-
changing favours®, Fujimori
sald, flatly rejecting rebel de-
mands that he release about 300
jailed guerillas.

"We are not going to allow
the release of terrorists who

have killed. who have assassi-
nated, who have committed
crimes against the people and
against the nation." Fujimorl
said. "There are no (Tupac
Amaru) {nllipwera h“l;r Here,
everyone is for peace. Everyone
is for dcvclupmg:t.“
He chose Chaclacayo, an fm-
rished district of factories,
alf-built homes and unpaved
streets 20 miles (30 kilometers)
east of Lima, to emphasise the

point,
Long a hotbed of political
activism. the town nestled

against the rocky foothills of
the Andes has struggled with
exireme poverty that hel
spawn the 17-year Maoist Shin-
ing Path insurgency and
smaller Tupac Amaru Move-
ment.

"For many years, this was an
area where violence reigned.”
said Fujimori, whose adminis-
tration declared victory over
the Shinian] Path and Tupac
Amaru in the mid-1990s aflter
capturing their principal lead-
ers.

International
Ammonia gas leak in

Lahore slum kills 20

LAHORE, Jan 9: Deadly am-
monia gas leaked from a truck
and overcame sleeping resi-
dents of a Lahore slum. killing
at least 20 people and hospital-
ising hundreds more, officials
said Thursday. reports AP.

The accident occurred
shortly before midnight on
Wednesday in the Mogul Pura
neighbourhood on the northern
edge of this city in eastern Pun-
Jab_]%mﬂncc,

e flatbed truck was carry-
ing more than 30 cylinders of
ammonia.

Authorities said it appeared
the shoddily made cylinders
were knocked together when
truck hit several bumps in the
road, causing the leak. The
truck driver did not even know
the leaks had occurred, officials
said.

There are no regulations for
the transport of hazardous ma-
terials in Pakistan.

Mogul Pura is a congested
area Lthal is home to the rest
railway workers. They live in
homes made [rom cheap mate-
rials, including dried mud and
corrugated iron.

"Panic gripped the locality
when the poisonous gas en-

gdulfed the whole area.” said the
Associated Press of Pakistan.

Bushra Bibi. a neighbour-
hood resident, said people ran
toward the truck but were over-
come by the fumes. Others tried
to spray the truck and authori-
ties believe that may have
worsened the situation.

Fire trucks roared to the
scene and flooded the area in an
attempt to dissipate the gas, the
APP said.

Police and hospital officials
said 20 people were killed.

The accident was especially
deadly because most of the
neighbourhood'’s residents were
sleeping when the gas seeped
through the neighbourhood,
witnesses said.

'l woke up and there was this
horrible smell .... I got up but |
collapsed.” said one resident
who gave his, name only as
Hafeez. "It was horrible ... 1 felt
like | couldn’'t breathe. The
same thing happened to my
wife."

Several of the dead were
women and small children.
Five members of one family
died in their sleep.

The army was called in to
evacuate nearly 1,000 people Lo

nearby schools where emer-
F:ncy workers set up beds. Po-
ice were investigating the inci-
dent. '

A survivor, Arif Din, com-
plained about the police who
apparently took up to two hours
to arrive on the scene after the
accident,

There were no police ... if not
for the army this would have
been a much greater disaster.”
said Din, Who lost five mem-
bers of his family.

In the streets cattle died
where they fell. Birds were
strewn on the road overcome by
the noxious fumes, according to
several news reports and eye-
wilnesses.

Most of the dead and injured
were carried to the hospital on
horse-drawn carts, rickshaws
and on the backs of friends and
relatives,

Punjab Governor Khwaja
Tarig Rahim declared an emer-
gency al government-run hospi-
tals. Hundreds of people clogged
the corridors as tﬁey recovered
from the accident.

Rahim said residents were
expected to be able to return to
their homes later Thursday,

Jemima Goldsmith (centre), wife of Pakistani cricketer-turned politician Imran Khan

stands with a group of women during an election campaign in Lahore yesterday. Khan,
who launched his Movement for Justice party last year, is contesting the forthcoming

February 3 polls.
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Spain:
Madrid home

US drafti
~over$

WASHINGTON, Jan 9: The
Clinton administration Iis
+t:!1'.:5|ft1n§I a plan to pay the
United Nations more than 1 bil-
lion dollar the United States
owes, but has not decided how
long it will take, a State De-
partment official says. reports
AP.

The official, who spoke on
condition of anonymity. said
the department, the Treasury
and the White House were work-
ing to present a coordinated
strategy that would be accept-
able to Congress.

"There's momentum with a
new secretary-general who
wants to reform (the world
body), a new administration, a
new secretary of state who
served at the UN.” the official

~a

said Wednesday.

The official said a decision
on what the United States was
going to do should be made in
the next six months, before the
United Nations locks up its pro-
gram for 1998 and 1999.

Asked whether the debt
payment would be made over
two vears. the official said. "a
lot of ideas were being tossed
around” and we "just have to
wait and see what sticks."”

The United States owes dirs
1.3 billion to the world body
and is by far its largest debtor.
The United Natlions. owed dirs
3.2 hillion by member coun
tries. is facing the worst finan-
cial crisis in its history

Secrelary ol State-deBignaie

ing plan to pay
1b debt to UN

Madeleine Albright, who has
served as IJN ambassador dur-
ing President Bill Clinton's
lirst term, referred to the US
debt during her Senate conlfir-
mation hearings Wednesday,
saying it irritated other na-
lions.

She said the United Stales
was "the world's richest.
strongest and most respected
nation. We're also the largesi
debtor to the United Nations
and the international financial
institutions.”

Albright told members of the
senate Foreign Relations
Commitiee she wanted "to work
with you to pay our bills and to
spur continued reform at the
United Nations.”
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An lraqi child passes Wednesday in front of the ruins of a u:ld:g destuyﬂ

.

d overnight in

a mortar attack on Iranian opposition in Baghdad which killed one Iraqi civilian and_
wounded dozens. The mortar rounds, launched from a truck, targetted the offices of the
People's Mujahedeen in the Iraqi capital, but hit a health laboratory, a hospital and an

Iraqi writers' bureau instead.

— AFP/UNB photo

Milosevic admits
L
q:posmonmn
»
Nis council polls

BELGRADE, Jan 9: President
Slobodan Milosevic has made
his first significant concession
after 52 days ol street protests,
admitting that the opposition
won disputed municipal elec-
tions in Serbia's second city of
Nis, reports Reuter.

But the opposition has
vowed no let up in demonstra-
tions and Belgrade students
plan a blockade today to test the
will of police barring the path
of their daily protest marches.

"Suppose Milosevic takes
from you 10,000 dollar and af-
ter 50 days of demonstrating he
accepts finally to give you back
dollar 6,000, would you be ready
to accept this?" said Vuk
Draskovic, one leader of the Za-
jedno (Together) opposition
coalition.

Official news agency Tanjug
said the government agreed that
Zajedno had won Nis after a
Justice Ministry inguiry or-
dered by Milosevic last month.

"On the basis of documents
inspected by the Justice Min-
istry, the Zajedno Political Or-
ganisation won 37 seats. the
Socialist Party ol Serbia [(SPS)
32 and the Serbian Radical
Party one seat in Nis local
council,” Tanjug said.

Zajedno leaders vowed
protests would continue and

said they had won 41 council
seats. not 37.

UK accepts
permanent end
to N-tests

LONDON, Jan 9: Britain will
shortly announce that it has
accepted a permanent end to
testing for its nuclear weapons,
according to a report Friday in
the London newspaper The
Guardian, says AP.

The paper quoted an un-
named source close to test-ban
lreaty negotiations in Geneva
as saying it has agreed instead
to use US techniques that use
instruments to simulate test
explosions in order to maintain
the safety of its nuclear arse-
nal.

There was no immediate
comment from Prime Minister
John Major's government on
the report.

The paper's diplomatic edi-
tor lan Black quoted the source
4S8 saying that Britain will an-
nounce the move this month.
Black said it follows President
Clinton's announcement last
month backing a "true zero test
ban" by the United States,

Up to present, Britain has
reserved the right to conduct
test explosions involving a low
yield of fissile material.

Britain is one of the world's
live declared nuclear powers. It
ha8 no test facilities of its own
ang used to test its missiles at
the US site in the Nevada desert
but followed a US moratorium
oi testing in 1992,

Black quoted the source as
saying that a permanent end to
lesting would make it harder to
develop new warheads.

He quoted Lhe source as say-
ing: "The further the scientists
get from being able to test with
all their instruments in the
field or in the lab. the harder it
becomes. They lose confidence
and the spark goes out of it for
them"

Nikolai Dobrev new
Bulgarian PM

SOFIA, Jan 9: Bulgarias
owerful Interior Minister
iKolai Dobrev. nominated as
Prime Minister to head a new
socialist government durin% a
Severe economic crisis, owes his
political rise to tough anti
crime tactics, reports Reuter.

The Bulgarian Socialist
Party's coalition allies ap-
proved the party's nomination
of Dobrev on Wednesday

President Zhelyu Zhelev is
expected to give him a mandale
to form a new cabinet on Friday
and ask parliament within
seven days to approve his nom-
ination and vote on the new
cabinet.

Dobrev, 49 came into the
limelight in May when he be-
came Interior Minister after his
predecessor Lyubomir Nachev
was dismissed for failing to
deal with escalating crime.

Investigations of white col-
lar crime, dramatic arrests ol
alleged gangsters and stepped up
olice road checks marked out
Jovrev's ascent 1o power.

He emerged as an outspoken
critic of Prime Minister Zhan
Videnov at last months party
congress where he attacked the
cabinet's record in handling the
country's economic and social
crisis and raised the previously
taboo issue of government cor-
ruption.

Videnov resigned at the
congress on December 2]

Sparking a showdown between
arty ardliners and re:
ormists.

Che thaly Star 3

SC asks Indian jails to
spruce up in 6 months

NEW DELHI. Jan 9: Indian's
Supreme Court in a landinark
order Wednesday gave Lhe
country's prisons six months to
spruce up, pul an end to the tor-
ture of prisoners and avoid
overcrowding, reports AFP.

Officials said the order of the
Apex Court was binding on In-
dia's 1,000 plus federal and
provincial penitentiaries.

A three-judge bench told
state and federal authorities to
make “our prisons, houses ol re-
form" by ending overcrowding,
torture as well as
health and hypgiene of hundreds
of thousands of inmates.

Let the dawning ray of hope
see the end of gloom cast on lht‘
[aces ol the majority of prison-
ers and let a new awakening
percolate every prison. wall, )
the Lhree-judge bench said in
the first such order issued by
the court.

The sweeping directions
came on the petition of an in-
mate of a federal prison in Ban-
galore, and subsequent investi-
gations by a lower court judge
conducted on the orders ol Lhe
Apex Court in 1993.

The Supreme Court also di-
rected India's prison authorities
to obey recommendations of
several experls committees set
up in the past on prison reforms
and called for a model manual

neglect of

lor jail houses.

The three judges also called
lor new legislation to replace
the existing Indian Prison Act
ol 1894 saying the British-en-
forced law was obsolete,

"Il the court’s suggestions are
taken in all seriousness and
prisons become reform houses
themselves. the social and eco-
nomic costs ol incarceration
would become more worth
while,” it said,

"We cannol aflord 1o lail in
this sphere as a sound prison
system is a crying need of our
time in the backdrop of the
greal increase in the numbers of
prisoners and that too of vari
ous lypes and from different
sirata ol society.”

The judges said over-crowd-
ing could be taken care of by re-
course to alternative slite fines,
civil commitment and proba-
tion as well as release on parole

A system ol remiissions
prison leave aud early release
should be seriously considered
and a decision laken in six
months, they said.

Indian prisons house hun-
dreds of thousands of inmates,
a majority of them behind bars
tor upto two yvears without con-
viction as the courntry's courts
remain swamped with a back-
log ol some five million cases

Off the Record

British heiress Sita White poses with her four and a half
yvear old daughter Tyrian White in Beverly Hills,
Wednesday. Sita White filed a paternity suit against
Imran Khan on January 6 in Los Angeles claiming Khan is
the father of Tyrian. Kahn, who has ambitions to become
Prime Minister of Pakistan, has thirty days to provide a

blood sample 1n the lawsuit.

— Reuters/UNB photo

“Message for 'séx touists" - .

HANGKﬁH:_“Fﬁri‘T&HErs seeking sex with En k

stay home, reports AP-

_ Hstiltites,

o

That's the message Thail embassies pround the world plan to

promote with new brouchres in English

Chinese and Arabic

warning so-called "sex tourists” of recently strengthened laws
against child prostitution. The Nalion newspaper reported

Thursday.

The law punishes clients of prostitutes aged between 15 anl
17 — a category including thousands ol girls — with up to three
years in prisen. Sentences ol up to 20 yvears can be imposed for

clients using younger prostitutes

Woman's brain may shrink
during pregnancy

LONDON: Pregnant women who complain ol failing miemory
and concentration may be experiencing symptoms ol a
shrinking brain, according to a medical study released in
London on Thursday, reports AFP.

As some women grow large in the course of pregnancy, their
brains may shrink, said the findings of a group of anaesthetists
ancl rﬂdmiﬂgisls at the Royal Postgraduate Medical School in

London.

LTTE launches major

attacks on 2 army camps

COLOMBO. Jan 9: Hundreds
ol Tamil separatist rebels
launched major attacks early
Thursday on two northern mil-
itary camps, a government
minister said. reports AP,

"Terrorists in large numbers
tried to infiltrate the military
camps at Elephant Pass and
Paranthan.” Depuly Defence
Minister Anuruddha Ratwatte
told Parliament

"It was a massive attack and
Iroops are doing their best to
repulse the atlacks.”' he said

The minister said details ol
the attacks were nol immedi
ately known as lighting was
continuing

Paranthan lies between gov:
ernment bases at Elephant
Pass, the sirategic gateway 1o
the Jaffna Peninsula, and the
town of Kilinochchi. which was
recently captured by govern
ment troops.

The attack appeared to be
amied at isolating troops in
Kilinochchi town. from those
being massed al Paranthan for
a new oflensive further south

froan there, said military ofli
cials speaking on condition ol
ANONVINILY

The rebels had managed to
infiltrate about one kilometre
into the Elephant Fass camp
and destroy several long range
artillery puns, officials said

In July 1991, 600 rebels and
200 soldiers were killed when
the military thwarted a guerilla
siege of Elephant Pass army
base.

Fate of 144 unkown

Another report says: The
late ol 144 people aboard a terry
that was seized by Tamil sepa
ratist rebels to lure naval gun
boats into a light remained un
known, a military official said
Friday

Since Tuesday. warships and

aircraft have Kept the ferry, Iris
Moana. under surveillance
from a distance. learing that

ratds to rescue civilians could
endanger the passengers and
CTEW,

China plans to set
up force to curb
1llegal migration

BELJING, Jan 9: China plans
to set up a force to prevent its
citizens from illegally emigrat-
ing to other countries, an offi-
cial report said Thursday, says
AP

Police and immigration of-
ficlals plan to improve coopera-
tion with Chinese embassies
and consulates in other coun-
tries and to tighten controls on
the issue of tourist passports
the newspaper China Daily re

ported.

Repeated discoveries of
criminal networks smuggling
Chinese into the United States
and other countries have in-
creased the need to improve
controls.

Sikh rebels claim responsibility for killing Punjab's top official

CHANDIGARH. India, Jan 9:
A Sikh separatist group that
remained in operation after
Indian forces crushed an insur-
gency in Punjab state three
years ago claimed responsibil-
ity Friday for killing the state's
top elected official, reports AP

The Babbar Khalsa Interna-
tional militants faxed a state-
ment to the United News of In-
dia news agency in New Delhi
saying they had assassinated
Punjab's chief minister. Beant
Singh

Singh and 12 other people
were killed Thursday afternoon
when plastic explosives planted
inside his bulletproof car blew
up as he ste into it outside
his heavily-guarded govern-
ment buil in Chandigarh,
the capital n{nE‘unjah

Singh's car and two others

were ripped apart by the blast.
The dead included Singh's
armed guards. Their mutilated
bodies were flung over the con-
crete porch of the 10-story state
secretariat bullding and many
of its windows were blown out.

By 1992. Punjab's police,
helped by federal troeps. had
ruthlessly crushed a 10-year-
old separatist insurgency in
Punjab. but at least three rebel
groups survived, police said.

During the fighting, a dozen
militant outfits were demand-
ing a Sikh homeland called
Khalistan. or "Land of the
Pure.” Punjab is the only state
in mostly Hindu India with a
Skih majority.

Babbar halsa Interna-
tional was one of the fiercest
rebel groups and like many oth-
ers, India accused it of receiving

arms and training from India's
archenemy. neighbouring Pak-
istan. Islamabad has repeatedly
denied that,

"Beant Singh had come on
top of our hit list after he be-
trayed our Sikh community We
had to give the death sentence to
him because of this, said the
Babbar Khalsa International
statement. which was faxed o
United News of India.

It was signed by the group's
two leaders, Wadhwa Singh and
Mahal Singh. Police say they
are based in Pakistan.

Singh, 73, a moderate politi-
cian in the governing Congress
Party. came to wer in the
1992 state | sll:::l’ivrr elections
that ended Ei?:l years of federal
rule in Punjab.

He began crushing the Sikh
militancy. giving police sweep-

Ing powers to arrest suspects.
Hundreds of militants were
killed in encounter with the po-
lice after he came to power.
Human rights organizations al-
leged that police staged the en-
counters,

The Sikh militants said the
federal government was deny-
ing Sikhs their religious rights.
a charge New Delhi denied.
More than 15,000 le were
killed in the uprising in Pun-
jab, one of India's wealthiest
states and its breadbasket
farming region.

In 1984, Indian forces f[ol-
lowing the orders of Prime Min-
ister Indira Gandhi raided
Sikhism's holiest shrine, the
Golden Temple in Amritsar
city. to flush out religious lead-
ers and militants.

Later that year, two of her

Sikh bodyguards in New Delhi
assassinated Mrs. Gandhi by
gunning her down at her home.

On Friday. police and federal
experis in Chandigarh tried to
determine il securitly lapses en-
abled the militants to plant the
bomb inside Khalsa's car.
which is guarded round -the
-clock.

Meanwhile, Indian officials
condemned the militant assas-
sins and said the insurgents
remained doomed to failure,

"The culprits cannot get
away and will be tracked down
soon,” said Shankarrao Cha-
van, India's Home Minister.

“If by such cowardly acts the
terrorists think they can re-
assert themselves, they are mis-
taken, sald Buta Slrﬁ‘é a Sikh
Cabinet minister in the federal
government.

Nevertheless, the assassina-
tion has raised fears that mili-
tancy might again surface in
the state.

Prime Minster PV
Narasimha Rao called a meet-
ing Friday of top Congress
Party leaders to condole Singh's
death and discuss its political
fallout.

India shut down all federal
offices and declared a two-day
state of muurni:Hg nationwide.
National flags flew at hall-
mast.

Beant Singh's body will lie
in state Friday at his official
residence in Chandigarh, news
agencies said.

Singh, who is survived by a
wife, two sons and two daugh-
ters, will be cremated on Satur-

day, the reports said.

2 MRTA members
seek asylum

in Denmark

COPENHAGEN, Jan 9: Two
members of the Peruvian Tupac
Amaru Revolutionary Move
ment (MRTA). which is holding
74th hostages al the Japanese
Embassy in Lima. have asked
Denmark for political asylum,
the Danish news agency Ritzau
reported Wednesday, says AFP.

The agency said the 1wo
MRTA militants were currently
in Uruguay.

The two. whose names were
not given, contacted a human
rights organisation and asked
it to forward their request for
asylum to the Danish rights or-

ganisation, International Fo-
rum, the report said.
International forum said

Uruguay had not so far agreed to
extradite the two.



