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A Good Visit

The summit meeting between Indian Prime Min-
ister Deve Gowda and his Bangladesh counterpart
Sheikh Hasina in Dhaka has indeed extended the
good work and fruitful cooperation that took a
practical shape through their signing of the Ganges
water treaty in New Delhi last month. For all in-
tents and purposes, the Indo-Bangla relations are
not only going through a damage-repairing phase
but also acquiring new facets in their bilateral ties.
Therefore, it is only natural that the whole range
of issues — contentious and specially those whose
solution can prove to be an icing on the cake — are
coming up for discussion. Can we suggest that all
the common rivers be now brought under discus-
sion for the sake of a broad spectrum deal in water
sharing?

We note with satisfaction that neither of the
sides suffers from any political hang-overs and is,
therefore, well-placed to address both problems
and matters of mutual opportunities and interests
with an open mind. It is significant that no string
of conditionality was attached to the water accord
by way of any reference to the transit queston. Nor
was the transit issue taken up at the summit level,
it has been placed on the agenda of the Joint Eco-
nomic Commission (JEC) meeting scheduled for
March next. Let the issue be discussed threadbare.
The aim ought to be to place it in a proper perspec-
tive through enlightened and substantive discus-
sions, so that there remains little scope for using it
for a narrow political purpose by any quarter.

At this point we want Indo-Bangla relations to
focus mainly on economic cooperation. Admit-
tedly. it is a co-operation effort between two un-
equal economies, both in terms of size and the
level of advancement. Bangladeshi's interests will
be better served if the bigger Indian economy
makes room for more and more of our commodi-
ties. Against the background of our huge trade
deficit with India, we can surely expect that our big
neighbour adopt some special measures for remov-
ing the imbalance, on a short-term basis, and
broadening our economic base on a long-term ba-
sis. Bangladesh must realise its potential to be-
come a partner in the economic boom predicted for
the region in the next millennium,

Why this Mindset?

In her first major public meeting since elections,
the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) chairper-
son Khaleda Zia yesterday saw an undoing of
SAARC and Indian expansionism in the just-pro-
posed four-nation sub-regional grouping while
dressing down the ruling Awami League. Even in
the context of her and her party's almost patholog-
ical India hatred, the latest_piece of criticism
seems to be a knee-jerk reaction. For a proposal
still at such a rudimentary stage such categorical
comments seem a bit too sweeping and premature.

However, we feel, the government should leave

no room for misgivings regarding the mooted re-
gional group. Whether this will be within SAARC

or an altogether new body should be immediately
made clear. The government owes the public a de-
tailed explanation on the subject. Perhaps, the ne-
cessity is all the more felt in view of the bearing the
grouping could have on SAPTA and SAFTA. We be-
lieve forming of a sub-regional group does not nec-
essarily mean a threat to SAARC. On the contrary,
a better understanding in a sub-regional context
can perhaps bolster the cause of regional coopera-
tion. Besides, well-meaning expanding circles can
register some value-added contributions to
SAARC.

Anyway, all this will have to be expounded and
provided for with finesse and vision. The main op-
position leader's speech on Tuesday did not only
smack familiarly of the vitriolic but was also sug-
gestive of a mental fixation, It appears that Begum
Zia is yet to accept the verdict of the June 12 elec-
tions, From the invectives-dominated address one
can very easily be under the impression that her
party's staying away from the parliament falls in
line with her rejection of people's verdict. After the
9] election, the present Prime Minister, Sheikh
Hasina refused to accept the election result saying
that "subtle rigging" has occured. After '96 election
Begum Zia is doing exactly the same, claiming that
"national, international intrigue and media coup”
(whatever that means) snatched away her victory.
Both leaders, in turn, are showing how respectful
they are of peoples' verdict when it goes against

them.
Art Congress

The Second International Congress on Bengal

exhibitions focusing on particular branches of art,
the four-day assembly under the auspices of the In-
ternational Centre for Study of Bengal Art (ICSBA)
comes as a very welcome and important exception.
This is a congregation of scholars from the world
of aesthetic sensibility.

The condition of art often tends to give rise to
the misconception that creative impulse is the
only vital ingredient needed for the cause of aes-
thetic advancement undermining, in the process,
the equally important culture of its academic as-
pect. Without unabated scholastic back-up, art as a
purely, arbitrary and impulsive process cannot
continue to be source of aesthetic inspiration. If
the ancient masters had only created great works
of art and there were no system or necessity felt by
the subsequent generations to conduct scholastic
research into them; about their creative process
vis-a-vis contemporaneity and past, civilisation
would have not come this far.

The present congress comes to underscore this
theoretical necessity enveloped in the conception
of the word art itself. Besides, it also reawakens us
to the wonderful phenomenon of the esemplastic
nature of man's aesthetic imagination irrespective
of time and place. We hope the Second Interna-
tional Congress on Bengal Art will leave a heal-
thy legacy of consciousness regarding the study of
art history.

Art has begun in the city. In the familiar flow of

g N interesting and compr- '
ehensive seminar was

held in the city on the
4th and the 5th of this month
on what can be described in
simplified terms by the
headline, The official title was,
however, Asian Land Transport
Infrastructure Development or
ALTID. It goes to the credit of
the ESCAP in Bangkok and the
Centre for Policy Dialogue
(CPD) of Dhaka that a host of
useful information, facts and
ideas about these portentous
topics were made avallable to
the public for the first time. The
participants, besides the
sponsors, represented a wide
spectrum of the society and
comprised a good number of
elite in the fields of politics,
economics, education, journal-
ism. industry, commerce and
other vocations, besides a siz-
able number of high and offi-
cials concerned of the govern-
ment of Bangladesh.

The principal objective of
the seminar was (o lrace the
evolution of the concept of
Asian Highway and Railway
Links through the countries
concerned, the interaction and
attitude of the participating
countries, the enormous bene-
fits that are due to accrue to
them, the need for speedy im-
plementation of the projects
and the facilitatory role that
the ESCAP is able and willing
to play in operationalising the

rnll-flr’::ts, _
e origin of the idea of an
Asian Highway can be traced as
far back as 1950 and even be-
fore. That time the concept was
limited only to encompass the
countries from Turkey in the
west up to Singapore in the
East. The route was uriglnaliz
envisaged to traverse throug
Iran, Afghanistan, Pakistan,
India. Burma, Thailand and
Malaysia. The visionn was per-
haps a dormant expectation of
the natural extension of the old
and traditional route of the
Orient Express. joining the West
to the East.

With the growing liberalisa-

Asian Highway, Asian Railway

Link and Transit Facilities

1t is widely known that the opposition Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) has been vehemently opposing this
route which pierces Bangladesh territory from one side to the other. The causes of their apprehension to allow

transit to Indian goods and people through Bangladesh from the western to the eastern flank appears

tion of global outlook and pol-
icy in favour of derfving maxi-
mum advan and sought af-
ter benefits through increased
flnhal and regional interac-
jons, more countries have
since joined the bandwagon.
The notables among the new
aspirants are China, M a
and the countries of Indo-China
in the East and, with the break-
up of the Soviet Union, the
newly-independent states on its
southern flanks or the Central
Asian ublics on the West.

" Nepal, Bhutan and Sri
Lanka found themselves in-
cluded in the belly of the Asian
route. Even Indonesia and the
Philippines were not left out.

The current status of the Asian
Highway comprises 5 Interna-
tional and 37 regional routes
with a total estimated length of
90.000 kilometers. The number
of participating countries now
stands at 25. The route appears
to have an illusory vision of a
]D“E unwinding hydra-headed
python, having multiple heads
sprouting also out of its body
and the tail.

| recall the idea had been
floated even in mid-fifties when
I had some personal experience
in this regard. It was probably
in 1957 w%cn [ had the oppor-
tunity of travelling along all
three of the conceivable routes
in the then West Pakistan — one
through the almost impassable
boulder-stridden rudimentary
road from Karachi through
Lasbela and Quetta and the
other one through the mostly
paved mini-highway via the
desert region of Sukkur and the
hottest oint on earth,
Jacobabad. The third one was
the original and ancient route
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primarily due to an evolving sense of security perception.
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and Crosscurrents

froim Peshawar to Lahore high-
way connecting the original
and trunk road built by Sher
haha Suri in the 16th century.
The last two have since been
retained.

[t shows that the old interest
of the people has been com-
pounded by their awareness of
the possibility of vast and mul-
tifaceted benefits that are likely
to accrue out of this project.
Besides. the dream of many of
travelling by road and rail from
London through the Middle
East and South Asia to the re-
mote points in South East Asia
and the Far East may also come
to realisation not in the too dis-
tant future.

The economic and social
benefits out of this project
would vary in participating
countries, but what will not
vary is the enormity of the
magnitude of benefits to be en-
joyed by all of them. The
ESCAP has attempted to
fathom these gains in guanti-
tative terms. Though it is an es-
timation, it is highly impres-
sive. The broad economic and
social sectors that will derive
advantage out of this undertak-
ing include international trade,
investment., employment. cul-
ture, tourism and, above all,
promotion of understanding.
goodwill and brotherhood

among nations: The desirabil-
ity of this project is. therefore
beyond dispute.

Now, let us analyse how this
route has been envisaged lo go
through Bangladesh e report
prepared by the ESCAP traces
the principal route from India
through Benapole-Jessore
traversing through Dhaka to
Sylhet-Tamabil border points
back to India again. Another

route was shown via Dhaka to
Chittagong-Cox's Bazar-Teknaf
with possibility to enter
Myanmar. ESCAF stated that
the government of Bangladesh
in August, 1995 had informed
them of their aceeptance ol both
these two routes. [t is under-
stood that the Sylhet-Tamabil
route came into picture at the
behest of the Myanmar gov-
ernment, which then lound
Chittagong-Cox Bazar-Teknal
route unsuitable for a number
ol reasons.

There are a number ol other
entry points from India into
Bangladesh on the West and the
north-west. but It is the exit

int for the same route from
g?rlhet-Tamabll in Bangladesh
back again into India on its
eastern flank that evokes a hot
debate. This route traverses
from India into Bangladesh and
back into India again before
entering Myanmar.

China’s Security Concerns:
Emerging Patterns—II

by Dr Abul Kalam

Whether China will be able fo attain the objective is fundamentally determined by its ability to avoid

military conflicts; for any recrudescence of violence, within or outside China, will seriously damage

(Continued from yesterday)
e Leadership

However, China has so far
acted with responsibility as a
sanguine regional leader and
stabilizer, whether it involves
the volatility of the Korean con-
tention or the sensitivities in-
volved in its Indochinese rela-
tions. Relations with neigh-
bouring non-communist Russia

has been steadily improving
and has been much better than
what was with communist
USSR to the extent that Moscow
how seems willing to provide an
allernative or emergency
backup system' until the West
[ee]l inclined to swing back to
the linkage that bound China to
the international system dur-
ing the decade and a half of
modernization. Relations with
neighbouring India and even
with Vietnam have been devel-
oping with such a rapidity
which seems to surprise ana-
lysts.

Peaceful Reunification

Despite occasional diplo-
matic outburst, political rum-
bling or even military gaming.
Beijing is most likely to look
for peaceful means for reunifi-
cation of Taiwan with the
mainland. Indeed, "peaceful re-
unification of the Motherland”
remains a major strategic ob-

jective, for China is quite
acutely aware that "the cost of
reunification by eaceful

means will be lower than that
by unpeaceful means.”

So long as economic corl-
struction remains the Beijing's
central task, the fundamental
objective of its security strategy
wi]ll continue to be safeguarding
a peaceful security environ-

me1t for its economic con-

its modernization process.

struction. Whether China will
be able to attain the objective is
fundamentally determined by

its -ability to avoid military

conflicts; for any recrudescence
of violence, within or outside

. China, will seriously damage

its modernization process.

Balance-of-power
Diplomacy

However, Beijing candidly
views that since the ending ol
the Cold War. international re-
lations has become somewhat
complicated, and the distine-
tions between friends and foes
have become somewhat blurred.
While the strategic links that
bound China with the West vis-
a-vis Moscow have currently
lost their relevance, yet Beijing
is most likely to "continue to at-
tempt to divide potential adver-
saries"— such as the US, no
lnnﬁcr seen as a global leader
with major interest in Asian
n:ﬁinnal security, India, pro-
vokes suspicion in Beijing, and
as both Japan and Russia are
also greatly distrusted. There-
fore. China is likely to main-
tain its past tactical approach
of using "barbarians against
barbarians' i.e. playing bal-
ance-of-power diplomacy in the
pursuit of its national interests
at both regional and interna-
tional levels. thus avoiding a
countervailing coalition di-
rected against her.

In such an interplay of
diplomatic scenario, as 'the
world's largest emerging mar-
ket', China may. for instance,
hope to lure the major Euro-
pean powers such as France or
Germany, or create a sense of
solidarity with Japan, since
both countries have rienced
bitter trade dispute with the US.

Beijing thus may lest
Washington's resolve over Tai-
wan. But relations between

China and Japan are character-
ized by both mistrust and
shared culture. Currently their
relationship is undergoing fun-
damental period of ehange and
hence. as is already suggested,
the dvadic linkage promises to
be the key strategic uncertainty
in the regional balance of
power, as both may seek re-
gional dominance and have po-
tential for intense strategic
compelition.

New International
Hierarchy

Al any rate. the sheer size of
the country would assign her
very powerful roles in regional
and international affairs. Re-
gionally. the economic partner-
ship between Japan and China,
which proved to be beneficial to
both, is likely to continue, but
both must come to terms if a
stable regional order is to be en-
sured. Globally, when its cur-
rent growth rate and the future
otential, its vast territorial
ase, a huge population, the un-
settled question of its reunifica-
tion. updating its 3 million-
strong army and a developing
nuclear arsenal are taken into
consideration, China can
hardly be projected as a status
quo power which would auto-
matically sanction the legiti-
macy of the present interna-
tional order. It is in this context
one may agree with the view
that China, with its starkly re-
alist approach and evidently
being a state in transition, may
indeed herald the emergence of
a new international hierarchy,
with a remarkable shift in the
international distribution of

power,

As for idealistic concerns
any kind of ideological rigicity
in China's internatdenal out-
look seems a matter of the past.
China has not
herselfl from her obsession with
ideological purity, her very
emergence as a forceful interna-
tional player coinc des with the
very pragmatic and flexible
shift in her foreign policy,
which, again. is closely bound
u}:\ with an irreversible course
ol modernization and an open-
doer policy. Hence one may sug-
gest that ina continues to
embrace both economic reform
and open-door, with the passing
away of the old-guard revolu-
tionaries, the upcoming politi-
cal generation ol China may be-
fore long decide to introduce
systemic changes which may

trate all the way, touching
upon both the domestic social-
ist system and the country's ex-
ternal outlook. .

Whatever may be the
changes in leadership in Bei-
jing the traditional policy drive
of China, seeking its national
unification as well as a great
power status — with a commen-
surate position in the interna-
tional security hierarchy — is
likely to continue to serve as
basis in Beijing's foreign policy
initiatives and security out-
look. But Beijing is unlikely to
introduce any element of
volatility which would upset
the stability of the interna-
tional order. despite its firm
commitment to national unifi-
calion and its continuing inter-
esl in power-projection forces,
including an improvement of
ils strategic nuclear arsenal.

(Concluded)

Iy extricated -

It is widely known that the
opposition Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) has
heen vehemently opposing this
route which pierces Bangladesh
territory from one side to the
other. The causes of their ap-
prehension to allow transit to
Indian goods and people
through Bangladesh from the
western to the eastern flank ap-
pears primarily due to an evolv-
ing sense of security perception
This has been rendered more
serious recently due to the
complex and increasing insur-
gencies or rebellion pervading
wide areas and almost all states
ol eastern India.

India is also planning to
build an all weather highway
through her marginal territory
to the north of Bangladesh to-
wards Assam and then veering
it to the south, rﬂﬂthinﬁ
Myanmar. The apparent an
cognizable reasons may have
been the traditional ones, be-
sides to tap the huge untapﬁd
resources in that region. e
real purpose, according to
many. requiring immediate
construction of this road prop-
erly lies elsewhere. Then again,
even if a small part of this is
linked to the Asian Highway. at
least to that extent external fi-
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narici4al and other assisiance
may » easier to obtain

1 nuder these circumstances.
it would be desirable to con-
struct the Asian Highway on the
route along the Chittagong-
Cox'sBazar-Teknaf to enter
Myanmar. This will be in line
with the formula of all other
participating countries wherein

entry and exit points belong to a
second and third country re-
spectively and not to the same

country. This will also enable

ple to make increased and

tter use of the shortest and
the most ancient traditional
route between Bangladesh and
Myanmar. Negotiations should,
therefore, be taken in hand
immediately. assisted by a will-
ing ESCAP, with the Myanmar
government, who has most re-
cently manifested its desire to
buil their part of this
Bangladesh-Myanmar route,
according to no less a person
than our Minister for Trade and
Commerce himself.

Even the Minister of Energy
and Mineral Resources declared
in the seminar that he had not
committed to either of the two
proposed exit routes from
B adesh at the October 1996
conference in New Delhi and
had "kept his options open." He
even went to the extent of say-
ing that if we were to settle for
one exit route towards
Myanmar, he would prefer the
Cox'Bazar-Teknaf route. Then
where lies the problem, one
wonders, especially when ac-
ceptance of this route for the
Asian Highway will bring about
a rare incident of forging una-
nimity among major political
parties in the country!

‘Yes’and ‘No’ of
British Monarchy

Neville Stack writes from London

A poll taken independently by MORI was largely borne
out by the audience: If there was to be a president one
day, the respondents favoured the queen's daughier,

Princess Ann (followed by entrepreneur Richard
Branson).

N what was billed as in ef-
fect a referendum, Britain

was asked to vote on: "Do
we want a monarchy?’ And the
verdict of nearly 2.5 million
respondents was a resounding
es,

But while 66 per cent de-
clared in favour of the monar-
chy. there was a strong demand
for reform, even a referendum.

And Prince Charles was
blamed by one-third for the
present al difficulties, and a
strong feeling that his son
William would make a betier

Iﬂn%. »

arlton Independent
Television asked public-opin-
ion experts to select 3,000 peo-
ple from 20 cities to take part in
the claimed "biggest debate ever
held on television.” British
Telecom laid on 14,000 lines so
viewers could dial Yes or No.

But there was no number for
Don’'t know or Don't care, and
immediately there were criti-
cisms on the rival BBC that
only pro-active nﬂle made the
ten-pence call. Newspapers
quoied suggestions that royal-
ists were using automatic-di-
alling computers to boost the
total.

And television correspon-
dent Tim Ewart summed it up
for the ITN news. “This vote
might not change the course of
the monarchy, but it certainly
shows the pressure they are un-
der." The debate was at times
heated, with passionate out-
bursts from the panellists and
furious heckling from both fac-
tions of the audience.

Members of the debating
panel, included best-sellin
novelist Frederick Forsyth an
Beirut hostage Terry Waite de-
fending the royal institution,
and republicans like Prince
Charles's biographer and for-
mer f[riend Anthony Holden
and a%nncf aunt Claire Rayner,
who had refused to go to
Buckingham Palace to receive
her OBE award. "

Former governmernt minis-
ter Stephen Norris, who was to

have taken part, walked out,
saying it was not a serious de-
bate but a "bear-garden.”

The queen was not criticised
personally, but the indiscre-
tions and misbehaviour of her
dysfunctional family were at-
tacked on every side, even
the loyalest royalists. It was
generally conceded that they
were always under inten$
scrutiny and pressure, ::3[;
cially from the tabloid Press.

Professor Stephen Haseler
(Haseler), 'president of t
Republican Movement, argu
that the issue was not sc
dalous behaviour but that
British ought to be able |
choose their own head of state
rather than have inherit
privilege.

Black Labour MP Ber
Grant supported the queen
head of the Commonweal
saying that she was
respect and admiration by

The pro-royal faction
flected value- nr-mnnez cr
cism by pointing out that
Sterling £8 million paid to

ueen from the taxes was
than offset by the £55 mill
income from the royal esta
which she handed over, m
a net gain to the nation. A
taken independently by
was largely borne out by i
audience: If there was to be a
president one day, the res
dents favoured the queen’s
daughter, Priricess Ann (fol
wed by entrepreneur Richard
Branson). Prince Charles
not seen as a credible futuge
king, and there was derision at
the idea of his mistress bece-
ming Queen Camilla.

All the regions of the Uni
Kingdom voted solidly "for" €
monarchy, except Scotland,
which showed itself to be
Republican.

But one thing was generally
accepted to be certain. In the
words of Scottish National
Party MP Alex Salmond: "The
genie is now out of the bottle.
The debate will not end here.”
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Sir, It is sad that last month
we lost a leader like Subinoy
Chakma. He was a committed
worker of CHT peace process.
How cowardly it was for the as-
sailants who shot him from
back! Such an act is always
condemnable.

Whenever any initiative is
taken to solve the problem of
CHT issue, we see thal someone
has to lay down his life under
the vile, abominable grip of
some self-seeking people. No
matter who they are, they are
obviously against the peace and
prns.ﬂerity of the country. They
are the cancer of our society.

| earnestly request the gov-
ernment to take necessary steps
to punish the killers.

Samuel Rema
Mirpur, Dhaka

So-called humanity

Sir, In a capitalistic country
the democratic institutions are
greatly influenced the busi-
ness communities ch play a
vital role in all sectors of the

overnment establishments.

e wide scale of disparity be-
tween the;frivﬂeged and the
unprivileged tends to create the
element of corruption in respect
of the individual's right to
property and wealth.

t is a pity that in our coun-
try such a trend of corruption is
now in evidence everywhere.

The dishonest lot remains busy
in organising so-called human-
itarian activities under the
banner of the international
clubs and societies for exploit-
ing the human development re-
sources to get the full benefits of
the privileged.

It is a long story about the ul-
timate results of foreign assis-
tance. One wonders how only 17
paisa per taka in our currency
is spent for development works
in the name of foreign assis-
tance and aid programme from
the international agencies and
donor countries. It is uith‘; a
hoax in the context of global
corruption and cheating. God
knows what will happen to us
in the 21st century!

Our economists and political
scientists should take immedi-
ate steps to save the poor people
like ours from being crippled in
world economy.

A Citizen
Uttara. Dhaka

Pressure of
population

Sir, Pressure of population
is the main problem of any un-
dcrdwelupuf country. Actually,
as we have seen, this problem
has been so Flganttc that com-
paratively a few of the popula-
tion have been able to live lo
enough to live the ripe old age o
45 or 50 years. L

The consequences of this,
from the standpoint of alleviat-

ing the population pressure are
now building up rapidly in
many of the underdeveloped
countries, [t is probably even
more threatening to the main-
tenance of peace than those
arising from the policies fol-
lowed by the European and
Japanese colonialism of the
past.

Similarly, some underde-
veloped countries, for this rea-
sons, feel that they must depend
more on their own natural,
capital and human resources
for their economic develop-
ment. And they don't want to
increase their population any-
more.

Undoubtedly, our country
ar® facing the same problem as
well, This is ridiculous. We
should think about it 'very seri-
ously'. We should take proper
steps in this regard.

Mostafa Sohel
Banani, Dhaka-1213

Stock market

Sir, It is very difficult to get
any primary shares these days.
We Eea:fr:ad that it is often
oversubscribed by smore than
twenty/twenty flve times. So |
take it for granted that we have
more than enough investors in
the country.

| read in your newspaper of
5th instant an article titled
"8$100m taken away by foreign
portfolio investors”, When for-
eign investors are not kee inl.}
their money in Bangladesh,
don't understand why a certain

= —

portion of the primary shares
is kept reserved for them. ;
Can also anyone explain
why the 'Lock-in" period ol one
year for foreign investors was
withdrawn? What logic is be-
hind this withdrawal, and is
this beneficial for the country?
K Anwar
Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Card phones

Sir, Due to problems in over-
seas telephone calls, the card
phone system was welcomed by
the people. But there are many

roblems in these telephone

ooths and defects in phone
sets. There are business going
on regarding '‘phone cards'.

In many post oflices, even at
the GPO in Dhaka, price ol
cards is costly. for one has Lo
pay extra money. In most cases,
these cards are sold 1o some’

rsons to sell at higher prices.

is should be detected by spe-
cial squad formed by the postal
authority.

Moreover, there are defects
in cards which show no units. |
purchased a 200-unit card and
in my sheer surprise. | found no
units at all. In this respect, the
postal authority do not ]:mg,r the
money back. This was also dis
closed by some business people
who told me for they making
loss in business

S0, we request the T&T au
thority to take necessary steps

M Al
Rajshahi

Pennanént cricket

stadium
Sir. Both football and

cricket are favourite games in
our country. especially to the
students who are young and
enthusiastic.

In Dhaka city there are four
stadiums — Dhaka stadium,
Mirpur stadium. Army stadium
amclp Outer stadium, adjacent to
Dhaka stadium. In addition,
there are also a few other play-
grounds like Abhahoni math,
University ground., Rajarbagh
Police ground, where all sorts of

ames and sports, and cultural
unctions take place throughout
the year
But unfortunately. we do not
have any stadium in Dhaka
which is exclusively meant for
playving either cricket or foot-
ball.

The importance and signifi
cance ol both ftootball and
cricket in our country cannot be
ignorecd. While we strongly wel-
come and highly commend the
holding of first Bangabandhu
International Football cham
pionship in Dhaka. we also are
very much surprised and
shocked that ericket has come

to a cataclysmic disruption in
Dhaka due to non availability
of a suitable playground
We wonder why the authori

ties concerned failed to utilise
Mirpur stadium or Armv sta

diuvm for holding I he
Bangabandhu cup Why could

Dhaka stadium's turf could not
be spared for playing cricket
only?

There is a real demand for a
permanent cricket stadium in
Dhaka. We request our authori-
ties concerned to kindly help
fultill the long-charished de-
mand of the cricket lovers.

O H Kabir
6. Hare Street,
Warl Dhaka-1203

Inter-city train
stoppage at Airport
or Tongi

Sir, Kamalapur railway sta-
tion is situated about 25 kms
away [rom Uttara. We, the in-
habitants of Uttara, have 1o
spend considerable amount ol
money and time to travel to
Kamalapur to avail inter-city

trains e. therefore. request
the authorities concerned 1o
provide short stoppage lor all
the inter ity trains either al
Airport or at Tongi rallway sta
Lo

It may not be out ol place to
mention here that previously
one inter city train to Svlhet

and one 1o Chittagong had stop
yvages at Airport. But for un
nown reasons it had been
withdrawn

Nazmul Huda Choudhiiry
Hmise # 8 Rowwd # SF
Sector & 9 [ ara

Dtk




