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NEWS BRIEFKS

Emergency meet
| of JP today

An emergency meeting of the
Jatiya Party (JP) will be held
today at 10 am at the residence
of acting party chairman Miza-
nur Rahman Chowdhury at
Road 17, House 11, Block-C, Ba-
nani in the city, a JP press re-
lease said last night.

The meeting will elaborate

rogrammes on party chairmarn
El M Ershad's release. the press
release added. reports BSS.

TU closed till
Feb 17

From Our Correspondent

JHENIDAH, Jan 8: Islami
University has been closed till
February 17 following a clash
between the activists of
Bangladesh Chhalra League
{BCL) and the Islami Chhatra
Shibir (ICS).

According to Islamic Uni-
versity (IU) sources, the clash
started when an ICS activist.
Abdullah Al Mahmud Rana, 22,
was allegedly stabbed BCL sup-
porters this afternoon.

All the resident students of
three halls left the halls by 5

pm today.
Barricade on
road in Khulna
From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA. Jan 8: The work-
ers and employees of Sonali
Jute Mills put up barricades on
the Khulna-Jessore highway
from 9 am to 1 pm today.

The workers’ union has
given as ultimatum to the man-
agement for re-opening the
mill.

Road barricade at
Golapganj from today
From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET. Jan 8: The All-
party Action Committee has
announced it will put up barri-
cades at Golapganj to stop the
vehicles of the Kailashtila gas
and oil wells from tomorrow, as
part of iis agitation programme
to realise its demands.

The leaders of the action
committee announced their
road barricade at a
rally in front of the gate of well
number-1 to night

The demands include setting
up a fractionation and LPG
pEim al Golapganj. su
of acquisition of land in the
name of Jalalabad Gas, creating
jobs for the local in the
Petrobangla establishments,

and establish gas-turbine
power plant at lcr‘-ﬁa.pga.n]
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Sub-regional grouping
to boost trade among
4 SAARC states: PM

COMILLA. Jan 8: Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina today said
her government is ready to re-
ceive assistance from any coun-
try to build up a poverty-free
Bangladesh, reports UNB.

"We want economic prosper-
ity. The decision for a sub-re-
gional cooperation with
Bhutan, Nepal and neighbour-
ing Indian states has been
taken to create an epportunity
for economic development,” she
told a huge public meeting at the
local town hall premises.

Clarifying the concept of
sub-regional grouping, she said
a sub-regional set-up would
work to boost trade and busi-
ness among the four countries
and would help the SAARC.

Criticising BNP leader Be-
gum Khaleda Zia for her Tues-

day's remarks. Sheikh Hasina
said. "She (Begum Zia) had for-
gotten to raise the Ganges water
sharing issue during her visit to
New Delhi."”

"We have come back from
Delhi with success and realised
our share of Ganges water," the
Awami League President said
amid thunderous slogans hail-
ing her for the success.

Hasina said Begum Zia went
to Delhi and signed a joint dec-
laration, where there was no
reference to Ganges water.
Rather, she said, the former

rime minister had allowed
ndia to "push back” by admit-
ting that Bangladeshis were
crossing the border to India.

The prime minister called
upon the people to remain alert
against any conspiracy for cre-

ating chaos and conflict in the
country.

Referring to a slogan in
favour of 7th November, Hasina
questioned as to what had hap-
pened on that day except killing
of officers and soldiers. There
should have been a chain of
command in the forces, she
added.

About the BNP's allegation
of government repression and
oppression on its leaders and
workers, the prime minister
sald the government did not
take political revenge against
anyone. .

"Law will take its own course
against terrorism and corrup-
tion. ... No terrorist and corrupt
man will be pardoned ... We are
deterimined to establish the rule

See Page 12 Col B
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Jatiya Party Chairman and former president H M Ershad shaking hands with his lawyer

yesterday after hearing the news of his bail.

Vow to resist 'evil design'

Delhi to turn 3 countries
into its provinces: BNP

By Staff Correspondent

BNP Chairperson, Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday ex-
pressed her party's firm deter
mination to undo, what she
said, the 'evil design' to turn
Bangladesh into an 'Indian
province' through implementa-
tion of the plan to form a lour-
nation sub-regional group.

Addressing a group of new
comers in her party at her
Minto Road official residence
yesterday evening. the Leader of
the Opposition in parliament
said that India would ulti-
mately turn the three other
members of the proposed sub-
regional group — Bangladesh,
Nepal and Bhutan — into its
provinces.

“The proposal to include part
of India in the piannedairnup

o s 1o i ol
M&vw‘ﬁ%e Seher
countries and also treating
these independent countries as
Indian states. Our government
is helping India materialise its
evil design,” alleged the former
prime minister. adding. "We.
the nationalist and patriotic
forces, cannot sit idle at a mo
ment when the npational

sovereignty is at stake.”

The BNP chief also reiter-
ated that her party would
launch a vigorous movement
after the Eid-ul-Fitr un-
less the moves to form the four-
nation forum and to transit
io India are stopped and par-
liament is made effective before
the Eid.

See Page 12 Col 3

BNP turns down
UNDP invitation

to join workshop
By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) yesterday regretted
a UNDP invitation for partic-

ipation in a workshop’on set- 1

ting up of an institute of par-
liamentary studies and devel-
opment of legislative intorma-
tion centre, party sources said.
BNP has also directed its
MBs not to attend the work-
shop, the sources added.
e workshop organised

See Page 12 Col 1

“Today’s dist AL

meet at Tangail
postponed

From Our Correspondent

TANGAIL, Dec 8: A planned
rally of the district Awami
League, scheduled for tomorrow,
has been postponed followin
intervention from the centra
leadership. party sources said

today.

A{)dul Jalil, joint secretary
of the party's central committee
in a letter to the district com-
mittee today urged it to post-
pone the rally. the sources said.

“The meeting should be post-
poned in the greater interest of
the country and th:c[:aarty." the
letter said. No fresh date for the
meeting was announced. The
meeting was scheduled to be

resided over by Abdul
annan. a central leader of the
party from Tangail.

Sources in the district com-
mittee said. the rally might
have been tponed to avert
any possible clashes between
rival factions of the party.

The two rival factions are
backed by party MP sAbdwul

Mannan and Abdul Kader
Siddiky.

Abdul Kader Siddiky. at a
rally of the Muktijoddha

Sangsad recently announced
that he, along with other [ree-
dom fighters would attend the
January 9 rally.

See Page 12 Caol B

#nat in the Bay, injluhré% five

Yasmin Eurder
3 of police patrol
team involved,
court told

From Our Correspondent

RANGPUR, Jan 8: Five wil-
nesses in the Yasmin rape and
murder case in their deposi-
tions before the Special Court
today said that the three per-
sons in the police patrol team
had committed the crime.

The three ns are former
AS] Moinul Haq, former con-
stable Abdus Sattar and former
police line diver Amrita Lal
Barman of Dinajpur. They are
the main accu in the case.

See Page 12 Col 7

Myanmar troops fire
on fishing boat
in Bay: 5 hurt

COX'S BAZAR, Jan 8:
Myanmar border security force
intruded into terri-
torial waters Tuesday night and
fired at random on a fishing

sliermen, our “of sf

missing. reports UNB.

The lone injured fisherman
who swam ashore at Shahparir
Dwip today told Teknal police
that a group of Nasaka troops
swooped on their mechanised
boal near St Martin's island at

See Page 12 Col 6
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Ershad granted balil,
may be freed today

Star Report

Former President and Jatiya
Party chief Lt. Gen (retd) H M
Ershad was granted ad-interim
bail yesterday by the Appellate
Division of the Supreme Court
in the radar purchase case.
clearing the way for his release
on bail. 1

Ershad is lfkely to be freed
from prison today on comple-
tion of necessary formalities,
his counsel Yousuf Hossain
Humayun said.

Sources in Jatiya Party said
their leader is likely to be re-
leased in the afternoon around
2 pm after his counsel and his
yvounger brother Golam Kader,
MP, furnish the bail bonds at
the Deputy Commissioner’'s of-
fice.

He is cted to go to his
Gulshan residence in the after-
noon today, they said. The JP is
planning a reception for their
chiel.

His wife Begum Rawshan Er-
ted to fly back
[rom Singapore today. She went
there for treatment.

Ershad was accused of cor-
ruption in the radar purchase
case for ordering the purchase
of three radars for the Air Force
from an American company ig-
noring officials’ proposal for
buying those from France at

lower prices.

Ershad faced a litany of
clhiarges and was accused in 19
cases, including the Manzoor
murder case.

Earlier. the 69 year-old gen-
eral was granted bails in 17
cases. He was acquitted in one
case and left out of another in
final report by investigators.

The corruption cases include
irregularities in purchase ATP
aircraft for Biman. lHoeliday-
Inn hotel, tax evasion and gold

See Page 12 Col 1

Nothing surprising,
says Khaleda

By Staff Correspondent

BNP chief and Leader ol the
Opposition in Parliament
Begum Khaleda Zia yesterday
said that deposed President HM
Ershad's getting bail in all the
corruption cases is the outcome
ol Ershad's entente’ with the
ruling Awami League since
1982.

"It's nothing surprising ... il's
the outcome ol the entente they
have been maintaining since
1982 when they ousted the then
BNP government.,” Begum Zia

See Page 12 Col 6
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another thunderbolt towards the net of the Mohammedan Sporting Club during the semi-
final clash of the Bangabandhu Cup invitational football tournament at the Dhaka

Stadium yesterday.

— Star photo

o rest

Sports Reporter

The PSM Football Club
(Ujung Pandang) of Indonesia
made the last local hope a his-

tory in the Bangabandhu Cup-
Silver Jubilee of Independence
football tournament when they
handed fancied Mohammedan
Sporting Club a 2-4 defeat in the
second semifinal at the Dhaka
Stadium last ni~" ..

In a one-sided affair, strik-
ers ljak Fatari and Musa Kallon
struck two goals each for the
winners while midfielder Igbal
and substitute winger Shahidul
Alam Ranjan pulled back one
each for the local league cham-
pions.

In front of 30,000 partisan
crowd, the powerful visiting
side from EJ ung Pandang
province of Indonesia who are
currently ranked second in the
semi-professional national
league of the South East Asian
country, outplayed the black
and whites in every dep “rtment
of the game.

With a set of fit footballers
sticking to a game plan, the vis-
itors with their clinical finish
ran away with the match much
to the horror of the local team
and its fans. They went into the
offensive only five times during
the entire match and failed
only once Lo score as Lhe re-
maining four atlempts were

See Page 12 Col 4

John Major due tomorrow

Gas exploration accord
with British co likely

Petrobangla and Hali Brown
Rool, a British company are
likely to sign an agreement on
gas exploration and exploita-
tion during British Prime
Minister John Major's visit (0
Dhaka, reports UNDB,

John Majer arrives here fo-
morrow evening from Calcutta
on a three-day official visit 10
Bangladesh. Jf‘ will be accom
panied by his wile.

The visit is taking place at

Train links with
northern
dists disrupted

From Our Correspondent

GAIBANDHA, Jan 8: The
train communication between
the northern districts and the
capital city remained disrupted
yesterday following the sus
pension of ferry services be-
tween Teestamukh Ghat and
Bahadurabad ghat. Ferry ser-
vices were suspended after two
[erry boals ran aground at
Kalasona and Katlamari points
with hundreds ol passengers on

See Page 12 col 5

the invitation of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina who
will receive him at the airport.

The airport lormalities over,
Major will straight drive to the
residence of the British High
Commissioner to Bangladesh,
where he will stay during the
visit,

Major will have official
talks with the Bangladesh
counterpart Saturday evening,
covering the entire gamut of bi-
lateral relations as well as re-
gional and international issues
ol comimor COncert.

The official talks to be held
at the Prime Minister's office
will also take up matters relat-
ing to expansion of trade and
economic cooperation.

The summit is likely to con-
sider some proposals seeking
extensive markets of
Bangladesh's ready-made gar-
ments, leather goods, ceramics
and fish products in the UK.

The British Premier. who
will be accompanied by a dele-
gation comprising businessmen
and industrialists from his
country, will also discuss with
the Bangladesh leader matters
concerning investment and
joint venture industries in

See Page 12 Col 4
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PM asks mmister
o En it
talks with BNP

By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday asked Post
and Telecommunications
Minister Mohammad Nasim to
initiate a dialogue with the
leaders of the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP] imme-
diately for their return to
Jatiya Sangsad session. accord-
ing to ruling party sources.

The BNP is abstlaining [rom
attending the parliament ses-
sions since November 10 last
year, saying that its legislators
would return to the House if it is
run according to the J5S Ruiles ol
Procedure.

Nasim. who is also the or-
ganising secretary of the ruling
Awami League. told this corre-
spondent that night that he
would contact the BNFP leaders
today. "l shall contact the BNP

* tomorrow (Thursday) alfter m

return from Rajshahi in the af-
ternoon," he said. Nasim is
scheduled to accompany the
Prime Minister on a visit to
Rajshahi today.

President’s JS
speech: Draft
okayed

By Staff Correspondent

The Cabinet yesterday ap-
proved a draft text of the presi-
dential address to be delivered
at the new year's first session of
Jatiyva Sangsad scheduled to be-
gin on January 15.

It is the constitutional obli-
gation of the President to ad-
dress the House at the first JS
session of a new calendar year.

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed, who took the office in
October last year. in his speech
would explain the programmes
undertaken by the government
of Sheikh Hasina. Cabinet
sources said.

The draft of the text was ap-
proved in the Cabinet meeting
held at the Prime Minister's of
fice with Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina in the chair.

The Cabinet deferred discus-
sion on two items on the sched-
uled agenda till the next meet-
ing. The items included the next
Aid Club meeting for
Bangladesh which is scheduled
to take place in Dhaka this
year, an{Pthe other relating to
energy consumption 1 the
country. the sources said.

RU teachers
begin strike
demanding

removal of VC

From RU Correspondent

RAJSHAHI UNIVERSITY,
Jan 8: The teachers of Rajshahi
University went on an indefi-
nite strike from today demand-
ing removal of the Vice Chan-
cellor. The Rajshahi University
Teachers' Association (RUTA]
gave the strike call following
acts of violence on the campus.

At least seven teachers and
officers, including the Vice
Chancellor Prof M Yousuff Ali
were assaulted. The VC office
and the rooms of the History
Department were also ran-
sacked during clashes between
teachers and the activists of the
Islami Chhatra Shibir (ICS]
yesterday.

See Page 12 Col 6
Hearing of writ
Mushtaque had
no authority to

promulgate ordn

By SC Correspondent

The Indemnity Ordinance
had no legal basis as self-pro-
claimed president Khondaker
Mushtaque Ahmed had no au-
thority under either the Consti-
tution or any law of this land to
promulgate the ordinance il-
self. argued Attorney General
Barrister K S Nabi on behalfl of
the government in the hearing
on the writ petitions filed chal-

See Bﬁﬂf 12 Col 7

Civil authority must be
paramount, says FM

There could be no lwo opin-
ions about the political author-
ity of a constitutional and
democratic government over
the military, said foreign min-
ister Abdus Samad Azad. re-
ports UNB.

The Foreign Minister was
speaking as chief guest at the
inaugural session of the annual
seminar on "Civil-Military
Relations” arranged by the
Stafl College (DSCSC) at Mirpur
Cantonment yesterday

"It's a central and basic ecle-
ment or promise of all demo-
cratic constitutions that civil
authority must be amount
over the military.” he told the
function.

The minister said the gov-
ernmernt of Sheikh Hasina is
firmly committed to a thor-
oughly preiessional defence
force. which should be fully
equipped and committed to dis-
charging its responsibilities to

the state and the people.

"We have every conlidence
that the armed forces will live
upto expectations Lthat we have
of them. They have clearly
demonstrated their support and
commitment to democratic

overnment and the rule of
aw," saild Samad Azad

The FM said the govern-
ment, the people. the political
leadership and the armed forces
shared the same goal of Feacc,
progress and prosperity lor the
country and for the individual.
And to realise the imminently
achievable goal. the armed
forces and the civil institutions
must work in concert.

The inaugural session of the
two-day seminar was attended
by eminent scholars, high civil
and military officials., as well
as stafl and student-officers in-

cluding oversees student-offi-
cers of the college.
The ina al ceremony was

followed by two working ses-

sions

Professor Mozalfar Ahmed
of the Institute of Business
Administration, Dhaka
University presided over the
first session where Dr Matiur
Rahman, Director, PATC pre-
sented paper on "Civil-Military
Relations: Perception and mis-

rception.” Dr Amena Mohsin,
%ef' artment of International
Relations, Dhaka University
commented on Dr Rahman's
aper.
i pﬁr Abdul Momin
Chowdhury. Department of
History, Dhaka University pre-
sented another paper on "Civil-
Military Relations: Historical
Context." Brig Kalam Shahed,
army headquarters, commented

on per
ng:auunr Rehman Sobhan
of the Centre for Policy

Dialogue chaired the second

session. where Prolessor Syed

Anwar Hossain, Department of
See Page 12 7

Repatriation of
Rohingyas to
be completed

by Mar 31

The process of clearance and
repatriation ol the remaining
26,000 Myanmar refu will be
rnmplf-lf({ by March 31, 1997,
reports LUNB.

This was decided at the 21st
senior officer level l'l‘l#tlil:f be-
tween Bangladesh and Myan-
mar at ittagong Circuil
House yesterday.

The meeting also decided Lo
resolve all minor {rritants im-
peding repatriation process

During the meeting, the
Myanmar side handed over a
fresh list of clearance for 2.709
persons and agreed to provide
clearance to another 5,000
within two weeks.

The Myanmar delegation
was led by U Maung Aung, Di-
reclor General, Immigration
and Population Department of
Myanmar Government while M
Aminul Islam, Additional For-
eign Secretary, headed the

Bangladesh side,
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