JUICE
JAM
PICKLE
KETCHUP
SHERBET

/2

— Inside Today
Article

Measuring public
opinron

It's the Economy,
Stupid
Column : As I See It
by Ikram Sehgal
Page 4

Live from the
Internet

Opinions: BNP's parlia-
ment boycott; Compu-
ter countdown to zero

hour 'catastrophe’
and Bangladeshi stu-
dents in UK

Page 5

International

Major parties split over
decision of armed
forces' role in Pak govt

Peruvian govt to sus-
pend direct talks
with rebels
Page 8

Business

Matia urges NGOs to
pay more attention to
agricultural extension

DSE Index registers
55-point fall
Pages 6, 7

DSE MARKET

DSE price index 120555
Market capial Tk | 5948.35¢r
Transactions n volume 00231
Transactions i value Tk 393 ¢

1031.28
| 325066 ¢r
4794}
13250680

CSE price index
Market capital Tk
Transactions in volume
Transactions w value Tk

NEWS BRIEFS
Deve Gowda leaves

Indian Prime Minister H D
Deve Gowda was given a hearty
send off at the Zia Interna-
tional Airport yesterday after-
noon, reports UNB.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina was present at the air-
port to see him off.

Four Bangladesh Air Force
(BAF) jets escorted the special
aircraft carrying the Indian
Prime Minister and members ol
his entourage to the last poini
of the Bangladesh air space.

Ministers, heads of diplo-
matic missions, chiefs of the
three services, senior officials,
Bangladesh High Commis-
sioner to India C M Shafi Sami
and Indian High Commissioner
in Bangladesh Deb Mukharjee
were present at the airport.

Earlier, hundreds ol school-
girls and boys at the gate way of
the VVIP lounge greeted the In-
dian Prime Minister by waiving
miniature flags.
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Hasina-Gowda joint press confce

Teesta next focus, JEC

By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina and her Indian counter-
part Deve Gowda Testerday ex-
pressed their resolve to further
strengthen bilateral coopera-
tion between the two countries
in wide-ranging areas including
trade and commerce, trans-
portation. communication,
production and transmission of
power, and better management
of the vast natural resources for
faster economic development.

The two prime ministers
stressed on making a departure
from the "acrimony of the past”
and ushering in "a new era of
Indo-Bangladesh relations.”

They were addressing a joint
press conference at the Zia In-
ternational Airport prior to the
departure of Deve Gowda at the
end of a two-day state visit to
Bangladesh.

They also identified the
Teesta river as the next focus of
attention while "settling the
share of waters of other com-
mon rivers.”

The two countries also de-
clared that the Bangladesh-In-
dia Joint Economic Commis-
sion [JEC). headed by the for-
eign ministers, will meet in
early March to discuss details
of modalities of "cooperation in
various fields.”

The two prime ministers
also said that it was decided

See Page 12 Col 3

issue in March
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Prie Minister Sheoikh H

asina and her

H D Deve Gowda addressing a joint press conference at
the Zia International Airport before Gowda's departure

yesterday.
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Indian PM tells business leaders

Removal of non-tariff barriers,
concessions to increase trade

Indian Prime Minister H D
Deve Gowda yesterday said that
it was time for India and
Bangladesh to put aside politi-
cal differences with a view to
imfﬂwing the condition of the
millions of poor people of
South Asia.

"1 firmly believe that it is
high time for us to put aside our
political differences and work
together to improve the lot of
the millions of poor people in
South Asia,” Deve Gowda said
while addressing a meeting
with the local business leaders,
organised by the Federation of
Bangladesh Chamber ol Com-
merce and Industries (FBCCI),
in the city yesterday afternoon.

.By Staff Correspondent

Gowda observed that the
countries of the South Asian
region had "for far too long,
wasied time and resources in
airing real or imagined politi-
cal differences while the rest ol
the world has moved on to new
levels of economic develop-
ment.”

Referring to the recently
concluded second round of
SAPTA negotiations., Gowda
said the trade concessions
along with removal of the exist-
ing non-tariff barriers offered
by India to Bangladesh would
lead to substantially increased
irade flows to India f[rom
Bangladesh.

"Trade and economic rela-

tions provide the foundation
for stable relations in all other
fields,” he said.

In this regard, the Indian
Prime Minister hoped that it
would be possible soon "to fi-
nalise the modalities for cross-
border investments within the
SAARC region.”

Gowda said that more atten-
tion was needed for infrustruc-
tural development to promote
greater economic cooperation
between Bangladesh and India.
and added that the two coun
iries were aware of the inlrus-
tructural bottlenecks on both
sides.

The Indian Premier said

Ser Page 12 Col 8B

Abahani Krira Chakra made
their exit from the Banga-
bandhu Cup invitational
football tournament last night
when Malaysia Red prevailed
over the local favourites 4-1 in
the penalty shoot-out after the
blood-and-thunder frst semi-
final locked in a two-all draw
during the stipulated time at the
floodlit Dhaka Stadium.

Fur

auction.

DFP-142-4/1

| 90
{

Rajuk Commercial Plot
Auction Notice

Most ideally located Commercial-
cum-Residential Plot No. 52 at Gulshan
South Commercial Area, Dhaka facing
Gulshan Avenue measuring more or less

497.75 Sqr Metre (7 katha 7 chattak) will
be allotted for 99 years lease on open

Applications on prescribed form to be
obtained with terms and conditions from
Janata Bank, Rajuk Bhaban Branch, Dhaka
on payment of Tk 500 (Taka five hundred)
only in cash for each set (Non-refundable)
and will be received by the Deputy Director
(Estates) Rajuk from the intending bidders
'up to 2.00 PM on 28.1.97.

- The auction will be held on 29.1.97 in
'the Conference Room 3rd floor of the
| Rajuk Bhaban, Dhaka at 10.00 AM.

Rajdhani Unnayan Kartripakkha

Chairman

Dhaka

Sports Reporter

In a ding-dong aflair with
forinne fluctuating lrom one
sicle to the other, it was
Abahani who were on the re-
ceiving end when they fumbled
in the penalty shoot-out in
front ol a 20,000 strong parti-
san crowd.

Rumi Rizvi Karim. who
scored Abahani's second poal in
a see-saw battle, thrown his
side into depths of despair when
he spooned the I|2-yarder
straight to the hands ol
Malaysian custodian Amine
Arran. Sohel-al Masoom then
hit the last nail in Abahani's
coffin blasting the second spot-
kick against the wood-work.

()n the other hand. the

never-say-die Malaysian. who
had 1o appear in the knock-out
phase within 24-hour alter
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Malaysia Red move to final

their crucial group league
match against Muklillﬂddha. in
their turn appeared like a cool
and composed bunch of profes-
sionals when Khairul Anuar,
Tuan Kamree, Alif Rohamin
and Ching Hong Aik converted
their spot-kicks with great
aplomb.

And when Chai Hong fired
the right-hand upper corner of
the net, the Malaysian joined in
a euphoria, leaving Abahani
and the local crowd in tatters.
Malaysia will meel the winners
of today's second semifinal be-
tween Mohammedan SC and
Ujung Pandang in the final
billed for January 10.

However, in the yesterday s
match. Abahahi deminated the
entire proceedings. Butl at the
See Page 12 Col 7
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to evade a tough-tackle from Malaysia Red defender
Masaruddin Zain during the Bangabandhu Cup semifinal

clash at the Dhaka Stadium yesterday.
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Y asmin murder
case: Hearing
resumes today

From Our Correspondent

RANGPUR, Jan 7: Hearing of
Yasmin rape and murder case
will resume tomorrow in the
Women and Children Repres-
sion Control Special Court,
Rangpur.

e hearing was adjourned
on November 26.

During two days’ hearing on
November 25 and 26, deposi-
tions of Yasmin's mother Shar-
ifa Begum and eight witnesses
were recorded by the court.

There are 54 witnesses in the
case.

The three main accused,
charged under the Women and
Children Repression Control
Act 6 (4) are: Former A S P
Moinul Hagq, former constable
Abdus Sattar and former police
line driver Amrita Lal Barman
of Dinajpur. They are being
tried in the special court.

There are six other accused
in the case.

Death in camel
race : Alleged

child trafficker
on remand

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Jan 7: An
alleged child trafficker, Shali
Mia, arrested Sunday on charge
of trafficking an eight-year-old
boy to UAE, was produced be-
fore a magistrate's court today
which placed him on five days’
police remand.

The boy. Rocky. son of one
Babul Mia, reportedly died in
Dubai in November last year
while being used as a camel
jockey, police said.

Meanwhile, a special police
team of Narayanganj thana left
today for Laksham in Comilla
district to talk to one Ismail,
who reportedly told Rocky's fa-

See Page 12 Col 1

Mother with four
daughters

commits 'suicide’

From Our Correspondent

BRAHMANBARIA, Jan 7: A
young woman and her four mi-
nor daughters were crushed un-
der the wheels of a loecal train
near Mukundapur Station here
Monday morning.

Railway police recovered tLhe
bodies of Suraiva Begum. 30,
and her daughters — Br:autgy
Akhter, 10, Fauzia Akhter, 9,
Jhuma Akhter., 5 and Taniya
Akhter. 3 — from the rail track
near Maheshpur, some 15
kilometres f(rom Brahma-
nbaria town, Monday night.

The Officer-in-Charge of
Akhaura thana said. the
mother, along with her daugh-
ters was sitting on the railway
track apparently to commit
suicide following a family feud.
The Bhairab-bound train was
coming from Balla.

Police quoting family
sources said, Suraiya's husband
and in-laws were very angry as
they had no boy and her hus-
band decided to marry again.

Young man beaten

to death 1n city
By DMC Correspondent

A young man was beaten to
death allegedly by a group of
people in Fulbaria in the city
yesierday.

Police said that Jamal, 22,
son of Ayub Ali Hawlader of
Siddigbazar. sustained fatal in-
juries when a group of people
assaulted him near a market at
Fulbaria bus terminal in Kot-
wall thana area in the morning.

Later, the attackers took in-
jured Jamal to a room at the
Fulbaria Supermarket vhere he
succumbed to his injuric ~t
about 7:30 am.

Kotwali police recovered the
body from the market and ar-
rested two persons identified as

See Page 12 Col 8
Yellow Panel

sweeps RUTA
polls

From RU Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Jan 7: The
Yellow Panel swept the elec:
tions of Rajshahi University
Teachers' Association (RUTA)
and four other bodies of the
university today

Two panel — Yellow and
Green — contested the election.

The Yellow Panel was
backed by Awami League and a
[action of pro-BNP teachers
while the Green was supported
by pro-Jamaal and another
faction of pro-BNP teachers.

See Page 12 Col 2

Production 1n
JFF resumes

JAMALPUR, Jan 7: The pro-
duction in Jamuna Fertiliser
Factory resumed this (Tuesday)
afternoon after an elghbday
suspension, reports UNB.

1e production of the coun-
try's largest urea fertiliser fac-
tory was stopped on December
31 following detection of leak-

at the boiler steam line of
Ammonia and Urea plants, and
technical fault at PG cooler.

JFF sources said the c-
tion resumed at 2 pm after nec-

essary repairing work,
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addressing a huge public meeting at the Manik Mia Avenue in the city yesterday- Star photo

Sub-regional grouping a move

BNP Chief and Leader of the
Opposition in Jatiya Sangsad
Begum Khaleda Zia said yester-
day that the move to form the
proposed four-nation sub-re-
gional grouping was designed o
make the SAARC inefiective
and "establish Indian expan-
sionism."

"Conspiracy is on to destroy
the spirit of the SAARC... The
sub-regional grouping is being

lanned to dismantle the
AARC and establish Indian

expansionism in the region. We .

must resist the move,” the for-
mer prime minister told a huge
public meeting at Manik Mia
Avenue in the city.

The Opposition leader also
gave the government an ultima-

to destroy SAARC:

By Staff Correspondent

tumt to tulfil ber party's 10-
point demand before the com-
ing Eid-ul-Fitr or face a "vigor-
ous” agitation 15 days alter the
festival.

"Get prepared for a greater
agitation against this undemo-
cratic, tyrant and fascist gov-
ernment. We'll make this gov-
ernment understand who en-
joys people's support by launch-
ing a vigorous agitation 15 days
after the Eid if our demands are
not met by that time.” she told
the meeting, attended by tens of
thousands of BNFP activists and
supporters from the city and
outside.

BNP had submitted its 10-
point demand to the Speaker on
November 10 and its law mak-

Khaleda

ers began abstention from par-
liament session on that date.
The demands include "neutral”
role of the Speaker. "impartial”
coverage of the parliament pro-
ceedings by the BTV and release
of detained party leaders and
workers,

Bepum Zia also called upon
all nationalist and patriotic
forces Lo unite and prepare lor a
greater agitation against all
"conspiracies being hatehed hy
the government.

Claiming that this pgovern-
meft came to power through in-
trigues. terrorism and media
coup., the Opposition leader
said, "...we agreed to sit in the
opposition bench for the sake of

See Page 12 Col 3

Appraisal of gas in two
wells starts this month

From Nurul Alam

CHITTAGONG. Jan 7: Ap-
graiﬂal of gas in Shangu-1 and

hangu-2 wells in the Bay of
L-ieﬂﬁmw the end of . 2 pipel
this month, sources concerned

said.

A ware-barge loaded with
required equipment and a heli-
copter is scheduled to arrive at
the Chittagong Port on January
9 to carry out the appraisal
work, the sources said. A rig-
vessel will arrive later this
month to join the operation,
they said.

The helicopter will main-
tain contact between the shore
and the vessels at the drilling
site, the sources said.

The sources said alter the
appraisal steps will be taken for
commercial extraction of gas
[rom the gas fields by the year

1998.
They hinted that the re-

quirement of gas in Chittagong
would be met [rom these two
wells in the Bay. Platforms and
ine will be built to con-
as fields with the
Gas Systems, they

nect the
Bakhraba
said.

Meanwhile. the Chittagong
Port Authorily issued a notice
to mariners to be careful in
running ships around the ves-
sels to be anchored at the two
gas fields, port sources said.

The two gas flields were
drilled from January to April
last year for exploration of gas.
Two foreign companies — Cairn
Energy Plc and Sea Search
Holland, Bangladesh, under a
joint venture with the state-
owned Petrobangla, signed a
production-sharing contract in
1994 and then began a survey in
the Bay.

Hearing of writ
Indemnity (Repeal)
Act 96 1llegal,
court told

By SC Correspondent

The Indemnity (Repeal] Act,
1996 is inconsistent with the

| Coenstitution and-thus iHegal

and has no legal etfect. Barris-
ter Qurban Ali. counsel lor the
petitioners.  said  yvesterday
during hearing of the writ peti-
tions filed challenging the Act

Alter the winter vacation of
the Supreme Court hearing ol
the petitions. liled separately
by Col (rtd) Shahrier Rashid
and Mahmuda Rahman.
mother of Col [rtd) Faruk Rah-
man. resumed yesterday in the
division bench ol the High
Court comprising Justice Md
Mozammel Haque and Justice
M A Matin.

Qurban Ali submitted that
according to Article 7 ol Lhe
Constitution any law inconsis-

See Page 12 col 5
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