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Focus

Today's Focus Page
contains a report on a
three-day international

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh and India have
agreed to further strengthen bi-
lateral ties and forge greater
understanding on crucially im-
portant issues like rooting out
cross-border insurgency, includ-
ing terrorist activities of Shan-
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Accord to root out insurgency,
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Pak army to play advisory
role 1n govt affairs

ISLAMABAD, Jan 6:
Pakistani President Farooq
Leghari issued a decree today
iving the heads of the armed
orces a formal advisory role in
overnment affairs, reports
ter.

The cabinet of caretaker
Prime Minister Meraj Khalid
met today and unanimously
approved the presidential order
to form a Council for Defence
and National Security, a gov-
ernment minister told re-
porters.

The council will comprise

chiefs of staff committee, and
chiels of the army, navy and air
force, the order said.

The subjects on which the
Council can advise include "de-
termination of national strat-
egy and fixation of priorities in
terms of overall national secu-
rity." formation of a defence
policy and coordinating it with
external and domestic policies.

It can also be asked 1o advise
the government on 'definition
of the task of the armed forces...
in accordance with the national
strategy,” economic and finan-

gency.

AP adds: Military dictators
have ruled Pakistan for 25 of its
49 years' history And when the
army was in its barracks.
civilian governments kept a
watchful eye for signs ol mar
tial law. .

The last military dictator,
Gen. Mohammed Zia-ul Haq.
ruled Pakistan for 11 years ur
til 1988 when he died in a mys
terious plane crash.

Since then the army has un
officially pulled the strings ol
successive civilian pgoverii-

confce on ‘Bangladesh libahini,and expand trade, es- the President, the Prime cial policies affecting defence  ments,
at 25' held at Columbia pecially boosting Bangladesh's Minister and ministers for and national security, and rec- Many people say the army
Uni itv. New York exports to the north eastern re- Defence, Foreign Interior and ommend on internal security  ordered Benazir Bhuttos first
ﬁ:]\i'ell:')ﬂltjg E";Vlﬂl' gion of India. Finance, chairman of joint and proclamation of emer- dismissal [rom power in 1980
m Dec 5 to 7, 1996 The two countries also
Page 5 mooted the idea of forming a

sub-regional group comprising
four South Asian countries for
greater cooperation to bglster
trade and economic activities.
The countries are Bhutan,
Nepal. India and Bangladesh.
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4 ministers call on
Deve Gowda

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad d and three other
ministers ueparatelg called on
the visiting Indian Prime Min-
ister H D Deve Gowda at the
state Guest House Jamuna in
the city yesterday noon. They
exchanged. pleasantries and
discussed matters of mutual in-
terests and bilateral relations.
After the Foreign Minister, Fi-
nance Minister Shah AMS Kib-
ria. Water Resources Minister
Abdur Razzak and Telecommu-
nications Minister Mohammad
Nasim called on the Indian
Prime Minister at the Guesl
House. reports BSS

base in Ctg

CHITTAGONG, Jan 6: The
Chittagong Base of Bangladesh
Coastguards will be commis-
sioned tomorrow. This will be
the first base of the paramili-
tary Coastguards on the bank of
the river Karnaphuli to protect
the country's exclusive eco-
nomic zone, The Coastguards
was officially formed on De-
cember 12. 1995 with two ships,
16 officers and 175 seamen
from Bangladesh Navy. It will
operate 21 checkpoints in the
sea area, reports UNB.

JCD observes strike
at Khulna BIT

KHULNA. Jan 6: The Jatiy-
atabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD) en-
forced a dawn-to-dusk strike at
the Bangladesh Institute of
Technology (BIT) here today
protesting showcause notices
issued against some of its lead-
ers, reports UNB

Prime Minister

‘bold and it
tives' to find new and promisin
ns of

amit
development by carrying for
reports UNB.

cooperation amo

able to
of the

our of visitin

bhaban yesterday evening.

era of development, she said.
The Ban

Sheikh

Hasina has Eledgcd to continue
etermined initia-

ons  of Inde-Bangla
and usher a mew era of

ward the SAARC spiril on the
threshold of the 21st century,

"We are confident, regional
t us will be
strengthened and we will be

forward the spirit
C." Hasina said at
the banquet she hested in hon-
Indian Prime
Minister Deve Gowda at Banga-

The complementaries that
“we have in the countries of this
region” would usher in a new

adesh Prime Min-
ister recalled her December

was signed
g pitality extended to her and
members ol her delegation

: ol India

The trealy on the sharin
the Ganges waters must be
lowed up b

mon rivers, she said. "Coo

consolidate and strengthen

eral
Bﬂ]‘}%ﬂdf.ﬁh and India.

mStrong ties with close
neighbours: Hasina

visit to India. when historic
Ganges water-sharing treaty
. and the warm hos-

the
by

the government and the people

fol”

sharing arrange-
ments for the remaining com-
pera-
tion amongst us in this field is
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e government of Bangla-
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desh. therefore, attaches high

Let rivers become our
rivers of hope: Gowda

Indian Prime Minister Deve
Gowda yesterday called for
joint efforts to imFmve water
management, fl control, ir-
rigation and navigation for the
benefit of both Thdia and
Bangladesh. reports LUINB.

Speaking al a banquel given
in his honour by Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina at Bangab-
haban, he said "In the near fu-
ture, we should mandate the ex-
perts from both our nations to
work out schemes for the fuller
harmmessing of this crucial re-
source.”

Terming the séﬁning of Indo-
Bangla Ganges Water Sharing
Treaty as a landmark in the bi-
lateral relations. Gowda said
the treaty has also opened the
doors for forward movement on
all other aspects of the bilateral
relations between the two
neighbours.

he Indian Prime Minister

said: "It is necessary for our
people to see for themselves
that the path shown by the
Ganga water treaty leads to
practical ventures to harness
eur rich natural endownients.”

He said future generations
will then judge that we have
been accurate in describing the
(Ganga waters treaty signed last
December as a watershed in the
history of our relations.

The Indian Prime Minister
said the vast natural and hu-
man resources of this region
need to be tapped for mutual
benefit. The rivers that flow
through the territories of both
the countries are a rich endow-
ment: they should become
rivers of hope and opportunity.

Referring to the economic
cooperation, Gowrda said the po-
tential for the cooperation of
the two countries is well-known

See Page 12 Col 7

Mohammedans won 3-1.
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Mohammedans' Nigerian striker Makino (R) blasts the ball past a diving East Bengal custodian Hemanta Dura in their
last group league match of the Bangabandhu Cup invitational football tournament at the Dhaka Stadium yesterday.

— Star photo

Dhaka MSC, Malaysia

move Into semis

Sports Reporter

Dhaka Mohammedan
Sporting Club and Malaysia
Red moved into the semifinals
of the Bangabandhu Cup invi-

tational football tournament
after winning their res tive
haka

%mup matches at the
Stadium yesterday.

The spirited Mohammedans
recorded an impressive 3-1 win
over East Bengal Club of India
in their last Group B match

Mohammedans Nigerian
striker Makino put the local gi-
ants ahead in the 17th minute.
Latching onto a through from
defender Ruhul Amin, the
speedy Nigerian overtook an
East gal off-side trap before
placing the ball home past cus-
todian Hemata Dora.

Alfaz doubled the margin in
the 50th minute stabbing home

a right side corner from Arman
while captain Jewel Rana added
the third in the 68th minute

converting a penaity.
For East Bengal, forward

Raman Vijayan scored the con-
solation goal in the 59th
minule.

With esterday's win,
Mnhammﬂ{auﬂ. who had ear-
lier defeated Friends Club 2-0
in their Group B opener, became
the only outfit in the l12-team
meet to keep their all-win
record intact collecting a pos-
sible six points from two
matches, while East Bengal.
who lost their first match to
Friends Club 0-1, returned
empty handed conceding their
second successive defeal.

Mohammedans will face
Ujung Pandang Football Club of
Indonesia in the second semi-
final at the same venue tomor-
row.

Earlier, in the day's first
match, Malaysia Red earned the
Group D championship with a

solitary goal victory over
Muktijoddha Sangsad Krira
Chakra.

See Page 12 Col 7

50m people at risk of
arsenic poisoning'’

By Staff Correspondent

More than 50 million people
across the country are at a risk
of ‘arsenic poisoning” while tens
of thousands are already sho-
wing symptoms of being
‘poisoned’ by this deadly sub-
stance, mainly from shallow
tubewell, according to leading
scientists who spoke at a semi-
nar in the city yesterday.

Over exploitation of ground-
water 'oxygenated' the natural
subterranean reservoirs and
the underground arsenic was
rapidly being decomposed in
the water, they pointed out.

The poison was then finding
its way into human body cells
mainly because people drink
water from shallow tubewells,
said Dr Dipankar Chakraborti,
Director of the School of Envi-
ronmental Studies, Jadavpur

Injured ULFA

rebel dies in
Sylhet hospital

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Jan 6: An Indian
national admitted to the Sylhet
M A G Osmani Medical College
Hospital with injuries died yes-
terday.

Thomba Singh, 25. along
with two others, was caught by
Komolganj police when 1hey
sustained injuries in a clash
among themselves on Saturday

See Page 12 Col 2

University, Calcutta. He was
presenting a special report at
the seminar on Arsenic Disas-
ter m Bangladesh Environment
organised jointly by the Dhaka
Community Hospital Trust and

the Disaster Forum at the
BMDC auditorium.
Dr Chakraborti said that

during his stay in Bangladesh
this time, he surveyed 45 vil-
lages in 16 districts and found
‘hundreds of people poisoned by
arsenic'. He showed a number ol
photographs of patients of all
age groups and said that the
magnitude of the 'calamity’ in
Bangladesh was greater than in
West Bengal.

There are villages where up
to 90 per cent of the population
has been suffering [rom arsenic

See Page 12 Col 8

Weekly cabinet

meet not held
By Staff Correspondent

The weekly cabinel meeting,
which uauali}r takes place on
Mondays. was not held yester-
day and a fresh date is yet to be
fixed, cabinet sources said yes-
terday afternoon.

When asked whether Indian
Prime Minister Deve Gowda's
arrival was the reason behind
the cancellation of the sched-
uled meeting. a cabinet member

told this correspondent, "Well,
Sed Page 12 Col 7

_g¢ern over [alling sharg

- 5 s This was disclosed by For- By Staff Corresponde 5
Indian minister urges Y | eign Secretary Farooq Sobhan BN eateding: bk the i i called oft
CPI-M to join UF govt while briefing newsmen about P yesteraay got the atl BNP had applied to the DCC , |

the outcome of the officidl talks }huriit’uesl pe::&j%smn [:'ura]lfq}d-t on December 31 seeking per- From Mizan Al
between Prime Minister Sheikh ng its plann grand rally  a mission to hold its planned TANGAIL Jan 6 Tesnsoor
JI calls for boycott of Hasina and the visiting Indian the Manik Mia Avenue in the  public meeting. The DCC sought | gwners today r-;ail:ad off their
upcoming Pak polls Prime Minister Deve Gowda city today. police clearance in this regard. indefinite strike in the district
P 8 held yesterday at the; Prime A written permission. from Briefing newsmen at the An announcement to this
age | Minister's office. Besides, aone @ e 0 0 e " L SRR the Dhaka Metropolitan Police  Minto Road official residence of | effect came after a joint meeting
. e e it i Dur)Pesched BRE offce yev the Eeade of e Sppoelen, | Sfoadls "o " Tty

Bu.ﬂl.ness sions with ministers and offi- party spurces. Mannan Bhuiyan said that amtﬁgﬁflssng?iﬂgl1{1;'32{.'11rilhtu.r!121

cials of their respective sides o BNI:‘ti:hief_ aan l[.izaq:l%r ufthg "good sense” prevailed on the | {rjct leaders of major pnlum.ﬂ

Stock Bupplyof present. The talks lasted nearly pposition in Jatiya Sangsa government as it finally gave parties and elite of the town

fartili . oot an hour. i ﬁfgu"}lﬁhf‘ém?. Z:ta ml!had r;]E.'S permission to hold the public | The meeting was held at the lo
CIenk. The Bangladesh Primne Min- C [ALY, LOC HISL M PUois  mechng, cal Circuit House this evenin

|  Review meet told ister was assisted in the talks f“'ﬁ;‘%ﬂb}’ the Pfﬂf since  He said his party's today's | ot the initiative of the deputy
g}r Fnreignd Ml_ilnisler Abdus wi-'[:amgﬁil;: Ei?ﬁrcct::spﬁ‘:ﬁhe Efﬂ“dd fﬂuﬁ'l ’}? to 1"-'{“535 ”5‘?;_‘;" commissioner. '

, . amad Azad. Home Minister [ e e ‘ 2 mands willch inciude witi- The strike began vesterday

DSE index falls in Rafiqul Islam and Chief Whi G - . = | Dhaka City Corporation (DCC)  drawal of ‘false’ cases against | s -

: ; p i iERGE . SRS i S 1] at the call of the asseciation.
improved trading of Jativa Sangsad Abul Hasnat  Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina receiving her Indian counterpart H D Deve Gowda on his saﬁ:‘:iﬁé;rgi“ fsrcg%#:léﬁ; F?Ei“m Z‘S 3“‘}1 U_‘hf"'l Pa”l*'f protesting the arrest of Azad
Pages 6, 7 See Page 12 Col 1 arrival at the Zia International Airport yesterday. — Star photo | till yesterday. SACES See Page G o | Siddigl, a leader of the Assoct

See Pape 12 Col 3

Kerb marketmen
clash near DSE

By Staff Correspondent

Two rival groups of kerb
market traders chased each
other yesterday near the Dhaka
Stock Exchange (DSE] building
during a protest organised by
one faction to express its con
ices.

Police said Lhe trduble Began
when the Outmarket Share
Traders Association hrought
out a procession around noon
from their office at Gopibagh
near the DSE building. Some
kerb market traders who were
reportedly supportiers ol the
other faction. the Small In
vestors Forum were engaged in
business near the ALICO build-
ing there. The processionists
urged them to stop business and
join the protest. witnesses said.

A brawl erupted when some

See Page 12 Col B

JCD calls hartal
in Sylhet today

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET. Jan 6: The Sylhet
district unit of Jativatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD) has called an
8-hour hartal here tomorrow to
press the demand lor the arrest
of killers of its activist Ruhul
Amin.

The JCD also brought oul a
torch procession and held at
rally this aftermoon to drum up
support for the strike.

A second year student of the
Madan Mohan College, Ruhul
Amin, died from injuries al
legedly received during a clash
with the activists the Bangla
desh Chhatra League on Decemn
ber 30.
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