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Indian singers Aasha Bhosle (L) and Amit Kumar performing at a
Sheraton 1n the city yesterday.
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Dock workers
continue strike
at Mongla Port

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA. Jan 5: Dock work-
ers have suspended loading and
unloading of cargoes at the
Mongla Port from Saturday
evening protesting the suspen-

sion of their colleague
Rukanuddin on Charge of
Corruption.

The strike will continue till
the suspension order is with-
draw. said a leader of UWMB.

PM: Students

From Page 1
their plans to use the huge BCL
force to remove illiteracy and
assured all government help in
this regard.

The Awami League chiefl di-
rected the Chhatra League lead-
ers and workers to undertake a
project to educate people eradi-
cating iliiteracy from the coun-
try within the next 10 years.

he Prime Minister said the
country could not be developed
without an educated nation. So,
she toid the BCL workers, "each
of yvou will have to take the re-
sponsibility of educating 5-6
people.”

A committee will be formed
soon for recommendations for
formulating an effective and
scientific education policy, she
said.

Referring to the main oppo-
sition's boycott of parliament,
Hasina said they went on ab-
stention as they did not want to
be present in the House during
the passage of the Indemnity
[(Repeali Bill

HANP had walked out of ihe
wativa saugsad just lo avoid the

e of the Indemnity Repeal
Biilll. she said.

Earlier, the Primme Minister
inaugurated the function by
hoisting national flag to the
tune of national anthem. BCL
president A K M Enamul Hagqg
Shamim hoisted the party flag.

Hasina also released pigeons
and a bunch of colourful bal-
loons amidsti slogans by the
cheering Chhatra League work-

IE'I'E.
Sylhet JCD
From Page |
milad mahfil after Asr prayers
at the Mazar of Hajrat

Shahjalal (RA) and a torch pro-
cession tomorrow and a condo-
lence meeting on Wednesday
when the next course of action
will be announced.

The JCD also brought out a
procession and held a meeting
at the court-point in the after-
noon with Mizanur Rahman
Choudhury the JCD's districl
president in the chair. It was
addressed by the district BNP
secretary Abdul Kaher
Chowdhury, vice-president
Nurul Islam Shishu and some
JCD leaders. They demanded
immediate arrest and trial of
the killers of Ruhul Amir.

US envoys to 5 S
Asian states meet
in Dhaka Jan 25

By Staff Correspondent

US ambassadors to [ive
South Asian countries will hold
a meeting in Dhaka on January
25, diplomatic sources said.

The meeting of the chiefs of
US missions will be presided by
Robin Raphael. Assistant
Secretary of US State
Department, who is due on a
three-day visil to Bangladesh
beginning January 25.

The US ambassadors to
India. Nepal. Pakistan. Sri
Lanka and Bangladesh will at-
tend the meeting.

Diplomatic soure  said thal
such regional meetings ol US
ambassadors are held periodi-
cally 1o ‘review and analyse the
progress’ of US foreign policy
activities in the region con-
cemed.

Dock workers’
'Go-slow’ at Ctg
Port withdrawn

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONCG, Jan 5: The
port officials today held a meet-
ing with the leaders of dock
workers to end the go-slow
programime being observed by a
section dock workers, port
sources said.

The leaders of the dock
workers agreed to withdraw the
go-slow programme.

PM embarrasses

Tofael

A minister of the govern-
ment apparently landed in an
embarrassing situation yester-
day following a public conmument
by Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina. reports UNB.

While speaking at a reunion
of Bangladesh Chhatra League
al Ramna Green, the Prime
Minister suddenly attacked
Comimerce and Industrics
Minister Tofael Ahmed for the
appointment ol administrative
officials in 1973,

"We have seen in the past the
result of appointing inefficient
people .... a few people recruited
in 1973 were obviously ineffi-
cient." Hasina said in a lighter
VEITL.

Drawing the attention of
Tofael Ahmed who was sitting
on the dais, the Prime Minister
said: "Mr Tofael is seen laugh-
ing. But 1 think he'll agree with
our present policy to consider
merit and efficiency as only cri-
teria for government job."

"We wantl right person in
right place,” said Prime
Minister.

Hasina made the remarks
responding to Chhatra League
Fresident Enamul Huq
Shamim's demand tor reorgan-
ising the Public Service
Commission (PSC). Shamim
said PSC was politicised by BNP
in last five years.
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Investors Department
Shilpa Bank Building (15th Floor)

Notice

This is for information of the respectable
investors of ICB Head Office and Branch Offices
that Delta Millers Ltd. has decided to issue Right

| Shares on 1:1 basis at face value i.e. Taka 100/-
| per share to the share-holders of Company whose
name appeared in the Company's share register
| on 24-11-96. The last date for application for
Right Share is 15 January 1997.
| Investors interested to buy Right Shares of
Delta Millers Ltd. through their accounts are
| requested to contact ICB Offices and submit their
| written purchase instructions along with required
| deposits (if any) by 13 January 1997.

D-24

Asstt. General Manager |

Investors Department.

Police sergeant

stabbed in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Jan 5
Alleged muggers stabbed a
Police Sergeant and snatched
his wireless sel near Mokki
mosque under Panchlaish
thana in the city today.

The victim, Fazlur Rahman,
was admitted to the Chittagong
Medical College Hospital with
injuries in his forehead.

According to police. the
sergeant was attacked mug-
them

ers as he tried to catc
ﬁeeing after snatching money
from a passer-by.

But the muggers got into an
autorickshaw and took away
the wireless set, police said
adding tiw y have bepun a drive
to recover the set.

30 houses gutted
in Ctg

CHITTAGON(G, Jan 5: At
least 30 houses were gulted in
two separate fire incidents in
the city today, reports BSS.

According to Fire Service
and police sources, Len persons
were injured. three of them crit-
ically. in the fire incidents that
broke out at Muradpur and
Lalkhan bazar.

In Muradpur. at least 20
houses were gutted in fire. The
fire originated from a kitchen
and immediately engulfed the
adjoining houses.

Seven units of the Fire
Brigade from four fire stations
extinguished the blaze after an
hour-long battle.

Another fire which broke
out at Bagghona near Lalkhan
bazar also gutted three multi-
storeyed semi- pucca houses,

5ix fire units took about an
hour to bring the fire under con-
trol.

Asian Highway

From Page 1

Rahmatullah. Economic
Affairs Officer of the ESCAP Dr
John R Moon and a number of
officials from different min-
1stries.

The seminar suggested that
Bangladesh government should
accord top priority to imple-
menting the ALTID project and
operation of the Asian
Highways and Trans-Asian
Railway routes passing through
its territory to facilitate move-
ment of international traffic,

It also sugpgested a study on
maximising the economic -
tential for Bangladesh in this
regard.

In his concluding remarks
Communications Minister
Anwar Hossain said the objec-
tive of the government was to
maximise benefit out of the
Asian Highways project.

He hoped that alter the rec-
ommendations of the seminar

- for a second Asian Highway

through Bangladesh, the confu-
sion in this regard would be re-
moved.

Former Finance Minister
and BNP MP M Saifur Rahman
<aid that public awareness
about ALTIL was a must in or-
der to remove peoples’ suspicion
about having road links with
India. -

"Our experience with India
sinice 1947 always led us to look
at India with suspicion. But we
have to know wh{l. after all
these years, India has become
positive towards us. For in-
stance why suddenly India
agreed 1o sign water treaty when

it declined to do so for years?
We have to know abuutytheae
things clearly."

Stressing on opening up of
roads for international use,
Saifur noted, "l see nothing
wrong with transit. If we can
accept people going to Calcutta
by air, then what is wrong if it
is by land?"

sul Islam Mahmud, for-
mer foreign minister in Ershad
regime, observed that politics
had portra the AH issue neg-
atively. "Whenever the {ssue
arises it is presented as transit
to India only,” he said.

Former minister M
Syeduzzaman who chaired the
concluding session of the dia-
logue stressed the need for gear-

Ing up construction of the 40
km D

@he Dai

H D Deve Gowda was borm on
May 18, 1933 in Hardanahalli
village of Holenarasipura
Taluk, Hassan district, in Kar-
nataka state. reports BSS.

Deve (Gowda. a diploma
holder in civil engineering, par-
ticipated in the freedom strug-
gle as a student leader and was
also convicted. He joined the
Congress Party in 1953 at the

age of 20 and was a member of

the party till 1962,
fore becoming a member
of the legislative assembly in

1962 at the age of 29, Gowda was

a member of the Taluk Devel
opment Board and also of a
number ol cooperative soci-
eties, His effective debating

sitvle and grasp ol issues were
acclaimed by the press and his
colleagues.

Holenarasipura COorn -
stitvency elected him to the
state assembly six limes since
1962. He was the leader of the
opposition in the state assem-
bly from March 1972 to March,
1976 and from November. 1976
lo December. 1977,

He also served as Chairman
of the Public Accounts Commit-
tee of the state legislature and
as a member ol several other
legislative committees. He at-
tended the 19th Commonwealth
Parliamentary Conference held
in London in 1973.

Deve Gowda was imprisoned
during the emergency period.

He served as the minister for
public works and irrigation in
Karnataka in the eighties and
his tenure as minister saw the
launching of many irrigation
rojects. He, however. resigned
rom the state cabinet in 1987
over the issue of insufficient al-
location of funds in the budget

Deve Gowda: A profile

DHAKA MONDAY, JANUARY 6, 1997

for irrigation.

Deve Gowda entered parlia-
ment in 1991 from Hassan con-
stituency and was instrumental
in hrinﬁing Lthe difficulties of
the weaker sections of society to
the forefront. specially of the
farmers. He is known lor prac-
tising and upholding parlia-
mentary prestige and decorum
in his conduct, both inside and
outside the House.

He took an active interest in
agriculture. He was a member of
the parliamentary consultative
committee on agriculture, joint

arllamentary commitlee on
ertilisers and also the standing
commitiee on commerce.

Deve Gowda served as Lhe
president of Janata Dal in Kar-
nataka state thrice. As Janata
Dal president for the third time
in 1994, he was successful in
bringing it to (]:uower in the state.
He contested as a candidate
from Ramanagaram con-
stitluency and won convirne-
ingly.

He was elected leader ol the
legislature party and assumed
the office of the Chief Minister
of Karnataka on December 11.
1994. He attended the Forum of
International Economists atl
Davos in January 1985, as the
chief minister.

After the general elections in
April/May 1996. he took over
as Prime Minister of India
heading the United Front Gov-
ernment.

Born to Shri Doddegowda
and Smit. Devamma, Deve
Gowda is proud of his agricul-
tural back ground. He is mar-
ried to Chennamma and has
four sons and two daughters, all
ol whom are now married.

Holiday editor gets bail

From Page |
the Independent of Beximco
group accusing the Holiday. of
conducting a deliberate and
malicious campaign against
Beximco group'.

The court directed Khan to
surrender before the magis-
trates court within four weeks
of initiation of any criminal
proceeding against him. It also
directed the police nol to arrest
him in connection with any
complaint regarding reporis
published concerning the Shine
Pukur Holdings.

Enayetullah Khan filed the
petition | bt fect ;. bail
apprehending 'arrest and ha-
rassment’ following a public
announcement by “"Beximco
group on January 2. threaten-
ing civil and criminal proceed-
ings against The Holiday, for
publishing investigative re-
ports, alleging revealing in-
volvement among others of
Beximceo group. in irregulari-
ties: and anomalies in the fi-
nancial sector of the country,
including stock market and
some of the private sector
banks”, said a press release is-
sued by Faisal Mahmud Faizee.,
a lawyer for Khan, last night.

Dr Kamal Hossain, Barrister

Rokanuddin Mahmud and some

other lawyers moved the peti-
tion on behalf of Enayetullah

Khan.

Mahmudur Rahman. Joint
Managing Director of the Shine
Pukur Holdings. in his com-
plaint said the Weekly Holiday
in its issue of November 29,
1996 published a news report
under the headline” Shine
Pukur the main culprit”.

In a press release. he said,
“in that report defamatory and
malicious allegations against
Shine Pukur Holdings Ltd.
which were baseless, concocted
and misleading was published.
The report also contained a
mixture of facts and lies, per-
taining to certain announce-
ments wele by the rmnpanﬁ' to
imply that Shine Pukur
Heldings manipulated the stock
market with the aid of a syndi-
cate which they called the
‘Beximco Group Scarmi'.

On publication of the above
mentioned news report the
company issued a legal notice
upon the Editor-in-Chief and
Publisher ultl'lt:.]ht llﬂl:lday Etiu

logise wi Severnl s lor
:ﬂgh alse and maiaﬂdcar:bh-
cations. In spite of that, the
newspaper continued to publish
[urther defamatory reports
about the company and the
Beximco up with complete
disregard for law.” the press re-
lease said.

Advocate Serajul Haque ap-
peared on behalf of the Shine
Pukur Holdings.
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Leghari considering a formal
role for army in govt

ISLAMABAD, Jan 5: Pak-
istan President Farooq Ahmed
Leghari is considering a pro-
posal to give the army a formal
role in Oﬁnvernnmnt. newspapers
said today. reports AFP.

A final decision on the pro-
posal to set up a national secu-
rity council will be made by the
federal cabinet, Leghari told a
gathering of editors of the na-
tional dailies in Lahore on Sat
urday.

Such an arrangement could
help increase “"political stabili-
ty' in the country. where suc
cessive government have been
cdissolved. he said. stressing the
council would only have an ad-
visory role,

Parliament and cabinet
would remain supreme. he said.

He also said parliamentary
elections scheduled for Febru-
ary 3 would not be postponed.

The proposed council would
be headed E; the President and
would include the Prime Minis-

ter. Chairman ol the Joint
Chiefs of Stafl. the army, navy
and air force chiefs and minis-
ters of Defence, Foreign Aflairs,
Finance and [Interior.

Leghari stressed 1%%&2:
roposal was not new. The idea
Eras first conceived by former
military ruler Muhammed Zia-
ul-Haq. who wanted to amend
the constitution to introduce
the provision

Zia. who ruled the country
for 11 years, died in a plane
crash in 1988 and democracy in
Pakistan was restored bgﬂnl'!'.r a
long spell of military rale.

Eﬁfg::lwhilf_ former crick-
eter-turned-politician [Imran
Khan said he would strive to
make Pakistan a sell-reliant Is-
lamic social wellare state if
elected.

Releasing his party's mani-
festo ahead of general elections
next month, he said it was
based on the models of
Malaysian Prime Minister Ma-

hathir Muhamad's rmment
and the governing style of the
Seventh Century Muslim
Caliph Umer Abdul Aziz.

‘It lays the foundation of
overall improvement of soci-
ety,” the 43 year-old Imran
Khan. who leads his nine-
month old Movement for Jus-

tice (Tehreek-i-Insaf] Party
said.
The 14-point document em-

phasises eradicating corruption
from all walks of life and cut-
ting expenditure. including de-
fence spending, he told re-
porters here Saturday.

He said his party would not
strike an alliance with former
premier Benazir Bhutto's Pak-
istan People's Party (PPP) or
former prime minister Nawaz

Sharif's Pakistan Muslim
League, dubbing them "corrupt
and plunderers.

e manifesto also calls for
respecting women s rights.

Production in JFF
suspended

since Dec 31

JAMALPUR, Jan 5:
Production in Jamuna
Fertiliser Factory (JFF) re-
mains suspended for six days,
resulting in a price-hike of the
soil nutrient in the district, re-
ports UNB.

Offlicials attributed the dis-
ruption in production from
December 31 to technical faults.

The JFF, the biggest urea
fertiliser factory, produces
1,700 metric tons a day under
normal circumstances.

Urea fertiliser was now be-
ing supplied from the factory's
stock to the dealers of 11 dis-
tricts of the JFF command area.

The factory had a stock of
33.000 mt fertiliser against the
demand for 65,000 mt in the
current month.

It was alleged that a section
of dealers were trying to ma-
nipulate the market price of fer-
tiliser by taking advantage of
the situation.

Tangail

From Page 1

A total of 13 routes are con-
nected to and from Tangail.
Communications in 10-routes
remained totally cut off.

The transport strike was
called in protest against the ar-
rest of Azad Siddiky, brother of
Awami ue MPs Abdul Latif
Siddiky and Kader Siddiky.

Meanwhile, the family
members of Kader Siddiky said
Siddiky went to Shakhipur this
morning and was scheduled to
leave Tangail for Dhaka late at
night.

District administration
sources said they received a let-
ter issued from the Prime
Minister's office yesterday ask-
ing them to request all MPs of
the district to go to the capital
to receive the Indian Prime
Minister in Dhaka tomorrow.

Sources also said that two
platoons each of BDR, Range
Reserve Police and Armed
Police Battalion (APBN) forces
were kept stationed in Tangail
to tackle any eventuality of law
and order situation.

Red carpet reception

From Page 1

viewed by the two sides.

An important dimension of
the official talks will be shar-
ing of the waters of 53 other
common rivers of the two
countries. This would be a fol-
low up of the water accord
where it was mentioned that
both countries are "desirous of
sharing by mutual agreement
the waters of the international
rivers flowing through the ter-

ritories of the two countries and

of making optimum use of wa-
ter resources of their region in
the fields of flood management,
irrigation, river basin devel-
opment and generation of hy-
dro-power for the mutuil bene-
fit of the two peoples.”

Granting of further taritf

concessions on commercial
items bilaterally under the

framework of SAPTA will also

be discussed.

Discussion on a likely date
for the next meeting of Indo-
Bangladesh Joint Economic

Commission.would take place,

official sources said. The last

JEC meet was held in 1992,
Deve Gowda, who is the cur-

rent chairman of SAARC is

likely to discuss the agenda for
its summit, due to be held in the

Maldives from May 12.
The visiting premiers en-
tourage will include External

Affairs Minister 1K Gujral,
Home Minister Indrajit Gupta,
Foreign Secretary Salman

aka by-pas 3
t cilitate the A.{I.P rivod Lhits i

Haider and several top officials.

He will also be accompanied by
chamber leaders and a number
of leading Indian businessmen.
Around two dozen journalists
are cted to accompany him
to cover the visit.

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad, LGRD Minister
Zillur Rahman, Finance Minis-
ter SAMS Kibria. Commerce
Minister Tofael Ahmed, Com-
munications Minister Anwar
Hossain, Waler Resources Min-
ister Abdus Razzak and
Telecommunications Minister
Mohammad Nasim will call on
e aawan Foime Minister
during his stay in Dhaka.

Deve Gowda will pay a cour-
tesy call on President Sha-
habudd: Ahmed lomorrow
and attend 1 luncheon hosted in
his honour by the President.

A state banquet for the visit-
ing premier will be given
tonight at the Bangabhaban. A
reception will also be hosted by
Sheikh Hasina at the Ganobha-
van at 4 pm today.

Deve Gowda will visit the na-
tional memorial at Savar to-
morrow to pay homage to the
Liberation War martyrs. He will
address the members of the lo-
cal business community tomor-
row afternoon at a hotel. The
meeting is being organised by
the Cl.

The two premiers will hold a
joint press conference at the
airport prior to Deve Gowda's
departure late in the afternoon
tomorrow.

Zobaida’s arrest

Showcause on
govt for not

granting bail
By SC Correspondent

The High Court Division yes-
terday issued rule on the gov-
ernment Lo show cause

an-
uary 19 as to why Zobaida
Rashid, wife of Col (retd)

Shahriar Rashid should not be
enlarged on bail.

The Division Bench of the
HC comprising Justice Mah-
mudul Amin Chowdhury and
Justice Md Joynal Abedin also
directed the government to pro-
duce the Case Diary (CD) in the
court on the date of hearing of
the rule. '

The court made the rule re-
turnable within January 19 and
fixed the rule for hearing on
January 20.

The HC also requested the
Attorney General to direct the
officials concerned to ensure
compliance with the court or-
der.

Zobaida Rashid was arrested
on November 2 from her resi-
dence at Gulshan for allegedly
keeping unauthorised arms un-
der the Arms Act.

She has also been implicated

in the 15th August, 1975
killing.
Advocate Mahbubur Rah-

man moved for the accused peti-

tioner.
Mugda-Kamalapur road
No fresh agitation
programme
till Jan 9

By Staff Correspondent

The Mugda-Kamalapur road
closure resistance committee in
the city }resterdaﬁ' decided not to
launch any fresh agitation pro-

January 9.

Convenor of the comumittee
Shahajuddin Sarker said, they
took the decision following an
assurance from Saber Hussain
Chowdhury, MP that he would
visit the area on that day and
listen to their problems.

Work on the expansion of
the Inland Container Depot
(ICD) of Bangladesh Railway
(BR) at Kamalapur remains sus-
pended since December 24 after
the residents of Mugda.
Sabujbagh and adjoining areas
forced the contractors to stop
the work protesting the plan to
close the Mugda-Kamalapur
road.

Couple sued for

torturing maid
By Staff Correspondent

A government official and
his wite were charged with tor-
turing their 10-year-old maid
in their house at Eskaton
Garden Road in the city yester-
day.

yREI;I'[lIlE[ police filed a case
against Ataur Rahman Khan.
an inspector of the Education

Department, and his wife,
Anjuman Ara Begum, under the
Woman and Child Repression
Special Act of 1995,

According to police; Shilpi
Begum was often tortured by her
employers ever since she came
to their house as a maid a year
ago. Daughter of one Rakib
Uddin, the minor girl
from Thakurgaon. She was
never permitted to go out of the
house.

Police said, the girl, some-
how, lound the way out of the
house on the first floor when
the main gate was open at about
8:30 am yesterday. Ataur
Rahman was oul of the city
while his wife was sick at home.

The maid came out of the
house and started walkinﬁ
through Eskaton Garden Roa
when a neighbour, Chanchal
Chakrovarty, saw her very
week and distressed with marks
of injuries and torture in her
body. He immediately took her
to the Prevention Cell for
Women Repression which is run
by the Directorate of Social
Welfare.

A female magistrate of the
cell, later took Shilpi to Ramna
thana where police field the
case. Shilpi was now under
treatment, police added

hails |
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and commendble role of stu-
dents in political movements in
the country, the President noted
with regret that the image of the
educational institutions has
been tarnished now due to cam-
pus violence

President Shahabuddin un-
derscored the need lor consoli-
dation of democracy lor devel-
opment ol the country and [ul-
filment of the hopes and aspira-
tions ol the people. Tolerance
and respect for the beliefs of
others are preconditions for the
growth of a sound political cul-
ture, he added.

The President advised the
participant graduates to dis-
charge their prolessional duties
with honesty and sincerity re-
membering people's expectation
Irom them.

He also siressed the need for
development of sclience and
technology and said the uni-
versities are the appPopriate
institutions for that. The uni-
versities should undertake
more research work to meet the
highly competitive future chal-
lenges as well as to contribute
mcanm’g,[ully lo the develo
ment ol the country, he ob-
served.

He expressed satisfaction
over the university's first con-
vocation to give honour to the
former students and co tu-
lated all concerned for making
it A SuUCCess.

Prof Mofizuddin Ahmed said
political parties have held the
education system hostage by es-
tahliahinﬁ student fronts and
making them fight each other.
The situation has deteriorated
further as some ol the teachers
are forming groups toeing the
national political parties, he
observed. He urged the political

PM: Police

From Page 1.
rnment's main objective is

to work for the welfare of the

people. "We have achieved vot-
ing rights of people and now the
movement is for, establishing
the right to food. by building the
country’s economy," she added.

Recalling the heroic role of
police during the country's Lib-
eration War, she said the paolice
force which joined the war 1o
free the country had greater re-
sponsibility for the people.

Responding to various de-
mands of the police officers, the
Prime Minister said the gov-
ernment would actively con-
sider setting up staff college for
higher training, building com-
puter network across Lhe coun-
try and resolving pay anoma-
lies.

She said 'shapla' the badge
earlier used by the Inspector
General of Police, but taken
away in 1982, would be reintro-
duced.

Responding to the demand
for a separate police division,
the Prime Minister said a
commission on law and order
would be set up and the govern-
ment would also consider in-
creasing the discretionary fund
of the IGF.

Home Minister Major (Rtd)
Rafiqul Islamn. Home Secretary
Rezaul Hayat and [GP M Azizul

Hugq were presernt.

First JU convocation

leaders to save the nation from
this situation as they are also
alfected by this.

JU VC Prol Amirul Islam
Chowdhury said there is no al-
ternative to widening the scope
for research in the universities
for development of science and
technology.

Education has spread but the
quality has fallen, he said. In-
vestment in higher education
should be increased to improve
the standard of education be-
cause poverty alleviation and

economic growth depends on
proper education and training
to the young eration.

Shahabuddin Ahmed dis-
tributed 17 gold medals among
some lorme: stidents lor their

outstanding academic records.
Later he also distributed certifi-

cates those who obtained
PhD degrees from the
university,

Cold claims 52

PABNA, Jan 5: Severe cold
claimed at least 52 people, most
of them old and babies, in 16
northern districts du the
last few days, said a r nal
news agency here, UNB.

The news agency said three
of them died in Panchagarh,
four in Thakurgaon, four in Di-
pur, eight in , five in
monirhat, three in Gaiban-
dha, five in Kurigram, six in
Nilphamari. two in Jaypurhat,
two in Bogra, one in Sirajganj,
one in Rajshahi, two in
Naogaon. one in Natore, three
in Chapainawabganj and two
persons died in Pabna.

BNP meeting

From Page 1

nounce fresh agitation pro-
grammes including demonstra-
tion and rallies across the
country at the meeting. "Party
chief Begum Khaleda Zia is ex-
pected to issue a guideline in her
speech.” he g

The highest decision-mak-
ing body of the party — the
National Standing Commitiee
— announced on December 28 a
three-day agitation programme
including tomorrow's “grand
rally”, coinciding with the visit
of Indian Prime Minister H D
Deve Gowda to Bangladesh. The
Indian premier arrives in the
capital this morning on a two-
day visit.

The three-day tErt:ngrau::mm:
hegan yesterday with holding of
demonstrations at thana head-
quarters protesting filing of a
corruplion case against m
Zia, alleged repression on ils
workers, signing of the walter-
treaty with India, killings at
Jessore jail and cancelling the
November 7 public holiday.

Soccer

- From Page 1

tearn meet, will be looking for a
win for their passage to the
semifinals when they appear in
their crucial group league en-
gagements at the same venue
today.

Muktijoddha, placed in
group D, will take on Malaysia
Red at 4 pm, while
Mohammedans will meet East
Bengal at 6 pm.

na

We Regret

Due to an

inadvertent

mistake the

Chehlum date of late A S M Mostafizur
Rahman, former Foreign Minister, was

mentioned as 5.1.97 instead of 7.1.97 which

was

published

in

the back page

advertisement of yesterday's issue of this

newspaper. We

deeply

regret the

inconvenience caused due to this error.
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