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A Warm Welcome

Mr H D Deve Gowda, the Indian Prime Minister,
arrives in Dhaka Today on a two-day state visit on
an invitation from Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina. Coming in the wake of what will for pos-
terity constitute a landmark in Indo-Bangla rela-
tions — the water treaty — the visit hopefully would
be an important step in the consummation of the
process set in motion in Delhi by the signing of
that treaty. That process for Bangladesh is one of
opening up to the subcontinent and the region but
for which this nation's forays into the world
abroad always missed a sense of reality as also p-
ith and moment' — to borrow it from Shakespeare.

Mr Deve Gowda is therefore not just any prime
minister for us. He represents new thinking on the

art of Indian leadership, And this new thinking

as been a work well executed by him and his col-
leagues in the coalition as also by Mr Jyoti Basu.
The numerous outstanding issues between our two
nations. once seen as bedevilling our relations,
may now usefully form the substances around
which the oyster of growing Indo-Bangla friend-
ship can shape lustrous pearls. What we have so far
been oblivious of, very foolishly indeed, is that
outstanding issues are not all of the problems and
possibilities that would crop ulp as we trudge along
the roads of our national fulfillment. Nothing
short of a strong and enduring friendship based on
independence, mutual respect and understanding
of each other's needs can take care of those to the
good of both our countries.

The Ganges problem has been solved to the satis-
faction of both nations. But the problems of 53
other rivers remain and the two nations will hope-
fully solve those in the spirit of the December
treaty. Chakma refugees' return home must be fa-
cilitated. There have been welcome developments
in our hills to assure for them a return to property
and security. Add to this the Indian appreciation
that Bangladesh is not offering ground for insur-
gency to develop in Eastern India — and the
Chakma problem should not take time to heal.

Much more time and persisting care would be
warranted to bridge the yawning trade gap between
our two nations. Bangladesh would need to push its
production base, for which it needs access to In-
dian market in a big wag.

Mr Deve Gowda and his government have in-
fused a much awaited dynamism into the overall
performance of their state and have brought us
two nations to the threshold of a new vista full
with promises of a mutually fashioned prosperity
of both minds and materials.

We take great pleasure to welcome the Prime
Minister of a nation that was a sacrificing partner
in our war of independence.

A Matter of Attitude

Friday's rather timely Roundtable on the Jatiya
Sangsad and its business sponsored by a leading
Bengali daily quite expectedly generated a few sug-
gestions and assurances. The most reassuring fea-
ture of it being Telecommunication Minister Md
Nasim's disclosura that his party would hold-talks
with the BNP for an immediate breakthrough in
the present political impasse. We“wish ‘the talks
take place sooner than later and help restore nor-
mal parliamentary practice which is absolutely

essential for democracy.

The path of democracy is never strewn with
roses. Thorns are its readier associations as they
are in the cases of all good enterprises. Parliamen-
tary practice as a culture too has its share of prob-
lems in Bangladesh. But a marked change in the
atmosphere can be effected rightaway if only our
parliamentarians, specially the representatives of
the ruling Awami League and the main opposition
BNP snap out of their habit of considering each
other as enemies. They must unlearn that political
opnosition does not necessarily mean vilification
to the point of portraying the rivals as national
enemies. We have seen in the past political parties
taking interest in the Parliament as long it served
their purpose. The moment the house gave signs of
having run out of its resources to prove useful to
them, a general apathy in everything related to the
hub of pluralistic politics seemed to set in.

In an atmosphere replete with calls from all di-
rections for practices that will contribute to the
nourishment ol an imfant democracy, BNP's recent
behaviour gives rise to a question over its leader-
ship's faith in the parliamentary process itself. At
least parliamentary practices went unhindered for
the first two and a hall years when the BNP was in
the treasury bench. Now that the tables have been
turned, clouds of uncertainty have gathered over
the future of the parliament barely six months af-
ter its onset. This brings BNP's commitment to
parliament, to democracy under serious doubt.

What we understand, behavioural pattern of our
politicians has to change radically and rapidly if

arliament and for that matter democracy has to
ive in Bangladesh. We would like to point out that
the ruling party also needs to review its own per-
formance and ask whether it could do more to
bring BNP back to the parliament.

L]
Sad, Untimely Departure

It was coming. Inexorably. But when it came on
the morning of June 4, nobody would believe it. For
nobody could take this death of the prince of
Bangladeshi fiction writers. Fifty-three the world
over is but the prime of life. And why should he de-
part at a time more truly the prime of his life as a
writer? The question would continue fo disquiet us
for long specially as we were never sure the fantas-
tic powers of modern medicine were exhaustively
employed for keeping him actively alive.

Akhteruzzaman llyvas celebrated life in his writ-
ings couched as these were in the avant garde id-
ioms of Bengali prose. If his literary strivings did
not always allow us a peep into the jolly good
Flayfulnesa life, as a friend and committed intel-
ectual he was among the most congenial and soft
of mien and manners. He was facile enough so-
cially as well as with the pen to become a phe-
nomenon in popularity with dozens dying with his
death. He spurned that path altogether from the
very outset. In fact, he was the very opposite of a
smart alec enj?inﬁ his influence on teenagers.

Where then did he find the strength to be so self-
effacing? In his ideas and convictions. The society
or precisely the literate of Bangladesh and West
Bengal accepted his eminence but perhaps without
caring much either for his art or his message. In
death let him inspire us to go closer to him, for our
own good.

Our heartfelt condolences for the bereaved fam-

ily.

STANBUL (12 September’
1996). As US Stealth bomi>-

ers stand poised to strike at
Baghdad, secret negotiations
between Turkey and emissaries
of President Saddam Hussein of
Iraq have taken a decisive turn.
At stake is Turkish proposal lor
a swathe ol Iragl territory in
Northern Iraq from which
Turkish forces are to operale
against PKK Kurdish guerillas.

The sweep of the forces ol
Kurdish Democratic Party
(KDP) of Massoud Barzani with
the help of forces of Saddam
Hussein from Northern lIraq
has produced a totally new situ
ation in this war-torn territory.
The forces ol Patriotic Union ol
Kurdistan (PUK} of Jalal Tala-
bani assisted by Iranian lorces
have been driven out of Suley -
manieh into Iran. Relugees es-
timated anywhere around
10.000 have entered Iran. After
the fall of Erbil, the capital ol
Northern lIraq, into the hands
ol joint lorces ol Barzani and
Iraq, the route in Suleymanieli
has totally demoralised the
[orces of Talabani.

The fall of Erhil has meani
the withdrawal of Operation
Provide Comfort (OPC) from its
forward position in Zhako in
Northern Iraq inside Turkey. It

Storm Signals in Iraq
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and bloodshed and suffering. The use of the latest weaponry by the US against Iraq is unlikely to change the

may be recalled that OPC was
set up in 1991 following the de-
feat of Saddam Hussein. The
OPC was to provide an umbrella
to the Kurds of Northern Iraq
from attack by Iraqi forces.
This ostensible purpose was
blown away with the fall of Er-
bil into the hands of forces ol
Barzani, who achieved his ob-
jective with the help of Iraqi
forces. OPC which is composed
of planes provided by the US,
Britain, France and Turkey,
has been the object of stron
criticism within Turkey. OP
whose headquarters are the In-
cirlik base in Turkey, has been
regularly renewed every six
months. It was the object of
strong criticism of the senior
coalition partner Welfare Party
(RP) and the RP leadership had
to bend over backwards to re-
new the OPC.

Newspapers of December 12
report of secret army of
2000/Peshmergas set up and fi-
nanced by the US, whose pur-
pose was to establis a
sovereign Kurdistan. With the

reality on the ground.

fall of Erbil into the hands of
the forces of Barzani. these
Peshmergas were stranded and
faced the danger of extermina-
tion. Now the Peshmergas are
supposed to be transferred to
the US with the assistance of
Turkey. |

Meanwhile, Hamed Youssef
Hammadi, advisor to President

Saddam Hussein, as Head of an
Iraqi delegation, has been
locked in secrel talks spread
over four days. with the Turk-
ish authorities over the ques-
tion of a temporary security
zone for Turkey in Northern
Iraq. Turkish security concerns
stems [rom the fact that PKK
guerillas infiltrate through
Northern Iraq and have been

carrying on a murderous cam-

aign in southeastern Turkey.
E‘lﬂre than 20,000 have died in
these operations where nearly a
quarter-million Turkish troops
are battling the PKK. How se-
cure the border to be policed by
forces of Barzani will be in the
newly to-be-created au-
tonomous zone of Northern

--------

The Horizon This Week! €

Arshad-uz Zaman

Iraq, is D,}-JEH to doubt. In any
case al present tough negotia-
lions are in progress belween
the representatives of Barzani
and Saddam Hussein. Barzani
despatched his younger brother
Dilshad Barzani to carry on the
negotiations. According to
press reports, Barzanl requested
from Turkey assistance in the
following fields: financial,

technical assistance and
weapons. In exchange Barzani
is reported to have offered to
deal with PKK in a manner that
would eliminate Turkish con-
cerns in this regard.

Writing in the large circula-
tion Turkish daily Hurriyet,
under the caption Winners and
Loser's, Ertugrul Ozkok stated
losers are Talabani. Iran the
US.” And the winners? At the
top. Saddam. Even if he with-
draws [from Northern Irag, he
has succeeded in establishing
his moral authority. Of course,
Barzani. He has succeeded in es-
tablishing himself in Northern
I[raq as the Kurdish leader
‘There is an outsider, who has
come out a winner. That is
Turkey. For years Turkey has
been advocating Northern Iraq
as part of Irag. Finally that has
been established. pointing out
that the world sufiered from a
Kurdish Phobia. he stated. With
the departure of OPC this pho-
bia has alsc disappeared.

These dramatic develop-
merits have laken place in great

silence mostly behind closed
doars. There is consensus that
in Northern Iraq the fall-out of
the war of 199] the US
led coalition and Iraq. have
largely been swept away thanks
to the victory of the forces of
Barzani and Saddam Hussein
ainst the forces of Talabani.
edifice built around OPC
has crumbled. The years of
power struggle between Barzani
and Talabani has ended with a
clear victory of Barzani with
the help of Saddam Hussein.

Iragi media has been quick
to point out for the benefit of
her neighbours not to play the
'‘Kurdish card.’ Warning Turkey
against the c of a security
zone. Saddam's son Uda
wrote in his newspaper Babel;
'Iragis shall never accept mea-
sures for the vicious T ZONE
under any circumstances and
pretexts. The Turkish side has
lo reconsider its cards and cal-
culations.’

The latest events surround-
ing Northern Iraq point to the
conclusion that there is no
room for further conflict and
bloodshed and suffering. The
use of the latest weaponry b
the US against Iraq is unlike
to change the reality on the
ground.

Family Scarred by War Struggles to Hide the Pain

HIRTEEN-YEAR- OLD

Samra sits with her ol -

der sister Lejla and
mother Namira, and speaks in
a soft, clear voice. Every detail
of the tragic incidents which
changed her life remain crystal
clear in her mind.

Surviving under siege in
Sarajevo during the Bosniamn
civil war was particularly hard
for children who had to stay in-
doors most of the time, often
sheltering in cellars. Going oul
lo plai,v was danpgerous. They
could be hit by a grenade or a
sniper's bullet.

About 1,600 children were
killed and 10,000 wounded dur-
ing the 40-month siege, the
longest in Europe this century,
When there was a lull in the
fighting, children would go out
to meet friends, play football,
fetch water and wood, or simply
take a breath of fresh air. But it
was never safe.

On such a day. in July 1993,
Lejla and Samra went to visit

The siege of Sarajevo, which once dominated the headlines, is now largely forgotten by the
outside world. But those who lived through it can never forget. While they struggle to recre-
ate a normal life, the tears are never far away, writes Edith Simmons from Sarajevo.

their friend Ivana. In the garden
was a tree laden with ripe
cherries — a wonderful and un-
expected treat for children who
had been deprived of fruit since
the siege began in April 1992.

But the children's games and
laughter were cut short. Samra
recalls: "We were playing. when
suddenly we saw a shell land on
Ivana's house. The detonation
threw us over. | was covered in
bloed and then 1 lost con-
sciousness.”

Four other children were
also wounded by the blast.
"When | came to, | found out |
had lost my left leg,” says
Samra, staring at her lap.

She underwent three opera-
tions and was in hospital for 35
days. At first, she walked with

crutches, but now she has been
fitted with a prosthesis.

Her mother says: "1 could feel
her suffer, and it was very hard
for me to look at my beautiful
little girl having lost a leg. She
could not walk by hersell, she
could not play with her friends
and she could not wear her
skirts and dresses. | felt so help-
less.”

Samra's electrician father.
Ekrem, had spent time on the
front line. "He was a wonderful
father who loved his family.
and he could not bear to see his
child suffer." recalls Namira.

Ekrem never recovered from
the trauma of seeing his am-
putee daughter. Soon alter. he

address.

Welcome Indian
Prime Minister

Sir. Following the signing ol
the historic Ganges water treaty
in New Delhi on December 12,
1996, we warmly welcome the
Indian Prime Minister H D
Deve Gowda in Dhaka today.

H D Deve Gowda is a true
follower of Mahatmah Gandhi
and also a great humanist. Un-
like many of the former Indian
lJrime ministers who only made
ong promises and kept the
Ganges water dispute hanging,
H D Deve Gowda was sincere
and presumptuous enough to
sign the 30-year water treaty
amid a world of dilly-dally tac-
lics.

We hope H D Deve Gowda's
visil to Bangladesh would be a
pleasant, successful and memo-
rable one. He would be able to
feel the pulse of millions of
Bangladeshis about New Delhi,
know and understand- their
grievances; and on his return to
New Delhi he would take effec-
tive and pragmatic steps to
hand over our rightful territo-
ries of Tin Bigha and Talpatty,
stop smuggling of goods and
commodities, remove our huge
trade inbalance with his coun-
try and thereby help Dhaka and
New Delhi usher in a new era of
friendship and understanding
for peace, progress and happi-
ness of the peoples of two coun-
tries.

O H Kabir
6. Hare Streetl,
Dhaka-1203

Happy New Year

Sir, Happy new year to all
readers ol our beloved daily.
The Daily Star is making re-
lentless efforts to make us in-
formed, touching all fabrics of
our national and international
life and events. Commentaries
of the editor himself in times of
crises are praise-worthy for
courageous and explicit expres-
sion.

Our hope in this year:

We feel proud for our na-
tional heroes and we shall use
‘our’ power against our oppo-
nents, restraining acrimonious
expression.

Our political parties should
consider their opponents com-
petitor, not enemy.

We want to sow seeds of op-
timism in every sphere of our
national life, and in this way,
we can hope positive and
healthy attitudes of our politi-
cal leaders.

Bose Asoke Kumar
House#413, Road# 10
Block-B, Chandgaon R/A
Chittagong — 4212.

A universal appeal

Sir, Our attention has been
drawn to a letter under the cap-

tion "FMDA" by Nishat Parvin
of Dhaka University Sociolo

Department published in The
Daily Star on 15/10/96. It is

with double space. For reasons ¢f.
are preferred, and all gre B
Pseudonyms are accepted, H
tions must bear-the writer's real

gk

heartening to know that {ne
Foundation for Moral Devel-
opment Approach (FMDA) has
initiated a benevolent proposal
to the United Nations on "Uni-
versal Moral Development Pro-
gramme." The main objective of
the FMDA is to create moral
awareness and conscience
among the world population
through the universal moral
development movement which,
as a package-deal approach. If
will definitely hell:: in curbing
and combating all the disas-
trous problems of the world to-
day like corruption. AIDS,
poverty, violation of human
rights, environment pollution,
oppression on women, terror-
ism, drug abuses, smoking, etc.

In fact, these are the genuine
by-products of immoral human
activities of multifarious tfpcs.
This unique programme of the
FMDA will certainly pave the
way to ensure sustainable peace
and justice for human beings
for time to come. We believe
that the FMDA will be a proper
"common platform” for the
world people irrespective of
colour, religion and nationali
to work for world peace throu
universal moral development
programme.

So we appeal to all the for-
eign missions in Bangladesh to
convey the message of this
benevolent programme of the
FMDA to their respective gov-
ernments and peoples for their
valued consideration. We hope
that the Bangladesh govern-
ment will also play a vital role
in mobilising this programme
at the United Nations and
abroad through its foreign mis-
sions.

We really feel proud that
such a universally benevolent
moral issue has emerged from
our Bangladesh. There is no
doubt that today or tomorrow,

the whole world population, for
the sake of its peaceful and
meaningful existence, will have
to follow the guidelines of this
universal moral development
programme.

We wholeheartedly congrat-
ulate Prof. Dr. Abu Obaidul
Huque, the founder president of
the FMDA, for propagating such
a noble idea uF universal moral
development approach in the

greater welfare of mankind at
all levels of all times.

Mrs Kaberi Barua
Bakulia, Chittagong.

A welcome decision

Sir, The decision not to con-
tinue November 7 as a public
holiday is welcome for the fol-
lowing reasons:

On that day in 1975 two
Frnups of our armed forces
ought against each other. One
group raised the bogy of Indian
invasion of Bangladesh. This
group spread the remour that
the other group, if victorious,
would install a government
nominated by India.

Many people who fought a
successful independence war
against Pakistan with the help

of the Indian army relied on
this widespread remour and ex-

ressed their support with the
Erst group. When the first group
succeeded in their purpose. it
declared the day-as. the ‘day of
b ¢ !:-:nql.ll ¥y /1¥ tramepired

DS enty, transpir

to these whe had ana]}!ﬁtal
mind that the remour of Indian
interference in the internal af-
fairs of Bangladesh was noth-
ing but a bogy. Nevertheless, the
then government declared it as
a holiday. terming it as 'Na-
tional Solidarity Day." There
was nothing sacrosanct in
commemorating the events of
that day.

Abu Ahmed
37 /1, Joarshahara
Dhaka-1229,

Kidney transplant
patients

Sir, The patients with kid-
ney problems, especially who
receive kidney transplantation,
require special care and atten-
tion both from their family
members and their treating
physicians. Most of the times
they are regarded as burdens by
their families, as the treatment
is very expensive both in terms
of money and manpower,

Despite the mental agony
they undergo, they also have to
suffer immensely because the
treatment facilities available
in our country are nol up to the
mark. The patients usually go
abroad for treatment and alter
comning back they face the same
problems as the facilities lor
their proper follow-up are also
backing.

The patients who are on
immuno-supersive drugs are in
constant risk of contracting
any kind of infection. So they
must live a sheltered life under
the proper care of a competent
physician. But in most of the
cases, these patients meet tragic
ends because of lack of proper
care.

What we need for them is a
hospital with all the modern
facilities and some sincere and
competent physicians who are
capable of managing the im-
muno-compromised patients. |
only wonder why what is being
possible in our neighbouring
countries is nol possible here in
Bangladesh. We are not lacking
in doctors and persons who are
willing to donate for good pur-
pose. What we only need is some
sincere efforts by some dedi-
cated persons.

We don't want to lose our
near and dear ones for the lack
of treatment. | do wish and pray
that a centre for the kidney pa-
tients will be established soon
where dialysis and safe kidney
transplantation with proper
follow-up facilities will be pos-
sible. | am sure that this is not
only my dream but also the
heartiest wish of many who
have gone through such mental
agonies. Nothing in this world

is more valuable than the life of

the person you love.

Raka
Uttara, Dhaka

—

succumbed to a serious heart
condition. He needed surgery
and was discharged from the
army. The operation could not
be performed under siege, and
the family was put on the evac-
uation list.

They waited 11 months. and
when they finally made it to the
airport to be flown out, Ekrem
colla and died. He was 40.

i i returned home to bu
him. ’Fﬁelr lives were shattered.
Back under siege, they often
wondered how thei; could bear {t
all and carry on living. As the
shelling continued, they slept
together in their tiny hall, away
from the windows. and rarely
went out. They survived on hu-
manitarian aid.

Tudag. Samra is back at
school. She is a diligent child,
and her best subjects are En-
%hsh and computer studies. Her

avourile computer game is

SimCity, and educational game

which involves building a city.
"You have to plan every-
thing." she says with a smile —
“where the post office, the hos-
ital, the school will stand. |

ave it."”

by M M Rezaul Karim
HOWDHURY A KM Ami-
nul Haq, a former mem-
ber of the caretaker
government of President Jus-
tice Shahabuddin Ahmed,
breathed his last on the first
day of the New Year — 1997 —
and coincidentally on the same
day of his birth. An astute,
honest and highly efficient
overnment officer, Chowdhury
eft his relatives and [riends in
an utter state of bewilderment
and shock by his sudden
demise. He had been maintain-
ing a fairly good health and it
was thought that he would out-
live many us. As providence
would have it: the fate decided
otherwise.

Chowdhury's intelligence,
knowledge and straightfor-
wardness in the application of
laws, rules and regulations to
his work was almost prover-
bially sound, just and praise-
worthy. Yet., he was widely
known for pursuing a low pro-
file in the society. Having
joined the Income Tax Service
about 40 years ago. he was in-
ducted into the Economic Pool

and elevated -himselfl eventually
to the post of Chairman of the

Like her art-student sister,
Samra tries hard to remain
strong and cheerful in front of
their grieving mother, But their
pain and sorrow are vivid.

Samra is getting ready to go
out with her friends, They have
planned a trip to the cinema
which has recently re-opened.
Before leaving the flat, Samra
re-adjusts her prosthesis which
comes just above the knee, but
which is not noticeable inside
her jeans, socks and trainers.
She explains that it hurts some-
times, especially when it is hot.
The artificial leg needs to be
changed about every six
months, depending on how fast
she grows.

When both daughters are out,
Namira cries. She says: "Every
day. when she takes her pros-
thesis off in the evening, and
puts it back on in the morning,
or when | help her in the bath-
room, | think. 'Why her? Why
not me?" But it's no use. She
does not want us to get upset and
she is making every effort to be
like the others. She even has a
nickname for her prosthesis —
Kico.’

* Passing Away of a Veteran
Civil Servant

Board of Revenue and Secretary
to the Government from which
he retired. He was finally made
a member of the Caretaker Gov-
ernment of Justice Shahabud-
din in 1991.

His ability to grasp quickly
the heart of an issue and almost
instantaneous response for a
solution have rendered him
outstanding among his col-

Chowdhury A KM
Aminul Haq

Namira continues: "It hurts
so much — me. her mother, who
could not protect her. If 1 met
the person who wounded
Samra, | do not know what I
would do... | cannot understand
why anyone would want to
shoot at children. Do you know
why?"

It is hard to imagine how the
family survives on Namira's
monthly widow's sion of 30
Deutschemarks, Like everyone
else in Sarajevo, they grow “ﬁ‘
etables on every window sill.
They also receive humanitarian
aid — flour, rice, cheese and oil
— and get some extra help from
relatives growing food outside
the city.

Although her neighbours
stopped paying rent sometime
ago, Namira insists on meeting
her commitments less.

"Our rent is DM14 a month
and my husband and | have al-
ways paid it regularly," she ex-
plains. "If | cannot manage to
do it. what does it make me? |
shall have no dignity left."

— G NEWS

The writer is a freelance
journalist and a consultant for
the United Nations Children's
Fund. She spent a year in the

former Yugoslavia during the
fighting in the e 1990s,
travelling widely, 12

missions to the besieged -
Jjevo.

leagues. We were in the Univer-
sity together in early '50s. Since
then, to the best of our knowl-
edge, none ever heard him shout
al anyone in reprimand. His
amiable manner earned him
new friends and strengthened
friendship with the existing
ones.

Despite his flair, interest
and expertise in financial and
economic matters, he made
outstanding contribution to the
field of education, rather edu-
cation in the private sector. He
was a founding father of the
North-South University. Per-
haps, he received inspiration
from his learned wife, Munira
who has devoted her life to the
promotion of education. May be
that is why his younger daugh-
ter was married to an educa-
tionist, but the elder one, for a
change, to a diplomat.

As the time [lies in its own
speed till eternity. death, which
is an inevitable end to life, must
come. The world becomes
deneuded of good people fast
and the denuse of Chowdhury
speeds up the process [aster. As
all good men are destined for
heaven, so is Chowdhury. Let
the Almighty bestow His infi-
nite blessings upon the departed
soul. Amen.

He Was a Good Man

by Forrest Cookson

HIS is a note of alfection

and admiration  for

Chowdhury A K M
Aminul Haque, a man with
whom [ had the honor to be
associated closely these last [ew
years.

1 will not dwell much on
CAH's distinguished career as a
civil servant. The details will be
covered in his formal obituary.
He has. however. often dis-
cussed with me the events of the
L980s and the difficulties that
the civil service faced in main-
taining principle and orderly
process during the many years
of military rule in Bangladesh
and previously in Pakistan.
The "cold" war against expedi-
ency and directed irregular ad-
ministrative transactions was
fought by the senior civil ser-
vice unheralded and little rec-
ognized to this day. Bangladesh
owes much to men like CAH
who fought this "cold" war,
walking the tight rope between
compromise and principle
These choices of morality and
principle were ones that he
constantly worried about and
sought to understand how to
choose for the good of the na
tion in the absence ol demo
cratic accountability. Those
were hard and difficult years
during which he strove very
hard to uphold the tradition ol

ood government. It is very
ﬁaahinnahlr to decry the bu-
reaucratic system and to blame

the civil service for develop-
ment failures, life is too com-
plicated for such simple views.
CAH always believed that
things were much harder —
choices more difficult than the
current fashionable ideas ol re-
structuring government.

During the period since 1992
] had the great priviledge to
work with CAH on the Finan-
cial Sector Reform Project. His
work during these years with
Bangladesh Bank was charac-
terized by thoroughness, intel-
lected integrity, and diligent
pursuit of truth. He did brilliant
work on export financing,
small enterprises, agricultural
credit, and the deregulation of
the foreign exchange market
The understanding ol the
Bangladesh financial system
was immensely deepened by his
work.

There were two special areas
where he felt we had failed in
the reform program. First. as he
was a powerful advocate for an
autonomous, strong central
hank. he was never saltisfied
that enough was being done to
achieve that outcome He argued

that Bangladesh Bank had to be
given grealer opportunity (o
implement agreed limlu y obyec
tives bul also to be held ac

countahle {for success or lailure,
Second. he tought hard but he
believed with limited success 1o

rationalize what he saw as a

sell defeating system ol taxa

tion of financial institutions
In a world increasing focus

on accumulation of private
wealth as an end in itself, in

superficial analysis and
thought, CAH often ssed to
me his concerns and distaste

for the loss of values that was
overtaking so many nations.
Wealth, as an end in itself with-
oult social resp{:nsihllitf,l. would
he feared, create a world where
what he treasured- family.cul-
ture. knowledge, and friendship
were rejected and replaced by
the worship of the god of mate-
rial things.

His children were a source of
hugh pride to him. Their ac-
complishments and happiness
was always upper most in his
mind. Like many of us who are
older and looking back he won-
dered about the world we are
handing over (o our children.
He was confident that his
daughters would carry these
values ol integrity and qualit
by which he lived. His wile, al-
ways at his side_he used to tell
me was his essential compan-
won who could see clearly and
guide him on real values

This was a good man. It was
one of the great priviledges ol
my life to work with him and to
learn and benefit from his wis-
dom and insights He and | had
many plans for the future. and
my life 1s diminished by his
death He would hope that those
who carry the bhurdens ol gov

ernment would keep belore
them the old values and not be
blinded by the false inlages too

often set betore us



